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INTRODUCTION:
THE QUEST FOR A
REGAL WORD

L a n g u a g e  i s  a
fascinating gateway to
culture, and few words
c a r r y  a s  m u c h
elegance and charm as
the title of a princess.
If you have ever found
yourself  wondering,
h o w  d o  y o u  s a y
princess  in  Italian,
you are not alone. This
simple question opens
the door to a world of
romance,  history,  and
l inguist ic  nuance.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
planning a trip to Italy,

w r i t i n g  a  s t o r y ,
learning the language,
or simply curious about
terms  of  endearment,
understanding  the
I t a l i a n  w o r d  f o r
p r i n c e s s  i s  b o t h
practical and delightful.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  direct
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  i t s
pronunciation,  cultural
context, related terms,
and  how  to  use  this
b e a u t i f u l  w o r d
n a t u r a l l y  i n
conversation.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding  of  how
to  say  pr incess  in
Italian and much more.
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THE DIRECT
ANSWER:

PRINCIPESSA

The most common and
straightforward way to
say  princess  in  Italian
is  principessa.  This
word is used to refer to
a  royal  princess,  such
as a member of a royal
family,  as  well  as  a
beloved daughter or a
cherished partner in a
figurative  sense.  For
example,  Pr incess
Diana is often referred
to  as  la  principessa
Diana in Italian media.
The  word  is  feminine
and  singular,  and  it
fol lows  the  typical
pattern of Italian nouns
ending  in  essa,  which
o f t e n  d e n o t e  a
feminine  version  of  a
masculine noun.
T o  h e a r  t h e  w o r d
spoken, break it  down
into syllables:  prin-ci-
pes-sa. The stress falls
on  the  third  syllable:

prin-ci-PES-sa. The c is
pronounced  like  the
English ch in "church,"
and  the  double  s  is
pronounced  with  a
sharp,  hissing  sound,
as  in  "kiss."  Practice
saying  it  aloud  a  few
times,  and  you  wil l
soon  sound  l i ke  a
native  speaker.

Plural
Form:
Principes
se
When referring to more
than one princess, the
p l u r a l  f o r m  i s
principesse .  For
e x a m p l e ,  L e  t r e
principesse  del  regno
means  "The  three
pr incesses  o f  the
kingdom."  Notice  how
the  ending  changes
from  essa  to  esse,  a
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common  pattern  for
feminine  nouns  in
Italian. This plural form
i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
describing  groups  of
royal  women  or  for
s p e a k i n g  a b o u t
princesses in general.

PRONUNCIATION
GUIDE:
MASTERING THE
SOUNDS

Italian pronunciation is
remarkably  consistent
once  you  learn  the
b a s i c  r u l e s .  F o r
principessa, pay close
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
following  points:

Prin – The i is
short and clear,
like the ee in
"seen" but
shorter.
Ci – The c before
an i is soft, like
the ch in
"cheese."
Pes – The e is
open and bright,

similar to the e in
"bet."
Sa – The double
s is held slightly
longer and is
unvoiced, like
the s in "snake."

A useful tip for English
speakers  is  to  avoid
pronouncing the final a
as a schwa (the weak,
unstressed  sound  in
"sofa"). In Italian, every
vowel  is  pronounced
clearly,  so  the  final  a
should sound like the a
in "father." With a little
practice,  you  will  be
a b l e  t o  s a y
principessa  w i th
confidence and grace.

CONTEXTS AND
USAGE: BEYOND
THE ROYAL COURT

While  principessa
directly  translates  to
"princess," its usage in
Ital ian  extends  far
beyond  formal  royal
titles.  Italians  use  the



4

4 How Do You Say Princess In
Italian

2024-09-24

word  in  several  rich
and varied contexts:

1. Royal
and
Official
Context
In  official  contexts,
principessa  is  used
exactly  as  you  would
expect.  For  instance,
L a  p r i n c i p e s s a
ereditaria  means  "the
crown  princess,"  and
S u a  A l t e z z a  l a
Principessa  means
"Her  Highness  the
Princess." News reports
about  European  royal
families,  such  as  the
Monaco  or  Spanish
royals,  frequently  use
this term.

2. As a
Term of
Endearm
ent
Perhaps  the  most
c h a r m i n g  u s e  o f
principessa  is  as  a
term  of  endearment.
Italian  fathers  often
call  their  daughters
principessa ,  and
romantic  partners  use
it  to  express  deep
affection.  You  might
hear a boyfriend say to
his  girlfriend,  Ciao,
principessa  –  "Hello,
princess." This usage is
warm, loving, and very
common  in  everyday
Italian  conversation.  It
carries no irony; it is a
genuine  expression  of
adoration.
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3.
Figurative
and
Metaphor
ical

Usage
I t a l i a n s  a l s o  u s e
p r i n c i p e s s a  t o
describe someone who
i s  t r e a t e d  l i k e  a
p r i n c e s s  o r  w h o
behaves in a spoiled or
entitled  manner.  For
example,  Si  comporta
da  principessa  means
" S h e  a c t s  l i k e  a
princess," which can be
either a compliment or
a  gent le  cr i t ic ism
depending on the tone.
In  fashion and beauty
contexts,  a  woman
dressed  elegant ly
might  be  called  una

vera  principessa  –  "a
true princess."

RELATED ROYAL
VOCABULARY:
EXPANDING YOUR
LEXICON

Knowing  how  to  say
princess  in  I tal ian
natura l ly  leads  to
learning  other  royal
terms. These words will
enrich your vocabulary
and  help  you  speak
about  royalty  with
precision.

English Italian Pronunciation
Tips

Prince Principe
PRIN-chee-peh
(stress on first
syllable)

King Re
Pronounced
like the musical
note "ray"

Queen Regina
reh-JEE-nah
(stress on the
second
syllable)

Royal Reale reh-AH-leh

Kingdom Regno
REH-nyoh (the
gn is like the
ny in "canyon")

Crown Corona koh-ROH-nah

With these words, you
can  form  sentences
like  I l  principe  e  la
principessa  vivono  nel
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regno  –  "The  prince
and the princess live in
the  kingdom."  Notice
the  definite  article  la
f o r  f e m i n i n e
principessa and il for
masculine principe.

USING
PRINCIPESSA IN
SENTENCES:
PRACTICAL
EXAMPLES

To  truly  understand
how to say princess in
Italian, it  helps to see
the word used in  real
sentences.  Here  are
severa l  examples
ranging from simple to
more complex:

Lei è una1.
principessa. –
She is a princess.
(Simple
statement)
La principessa2.
indossa un
vestito
bellissimo. –
The princess

wears a beautiful
dress.
(Descriptive)
Buonanotte,3.
principessa. –
Goodnight,
princess.
(Common
endearment)
La mia piccola4.
principessa ha
compiuto
cinque anni. –
My little princess
turned five years
old. (Parental
affection)
Non fare la5.
principessa! –
Don't act like a
princess! (Playful
or scolding tone)

Not i ce  in  the  las t
e x a m p l e  h o w
principessa  is  used
with the definite article
l a  t o  c r e a t e  a
m e t a p h o r i c a l
e x p r e s s i o n .  T h i s
flexibility  makes  the
word  both  useful  and
expressive.
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CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE:
PRINCESSES IN
ITALIAN MEDIA
AND LITERATURE

The  concept  of  the
princess  is  deeply
woven  into  I ta l ian
culture.  From  classic
fairy  tales  to  modern
cinema,  principessa
evokes  images  o f
grace,  beauty,  and
sometimes  adversity.
Italy  has  its  own  rich
tradition of fairy tales,
such as those collected
by  I talo  Calvino  in
Italian Folktales, where
princesses  often  play
central  roles.  Unlike
some  other  European
tradit ions,  I ta l ian
p r i n c e s s e s  a r e
frequently portrayed as
clever, resourceful, and
active  participants  in
their  own  stories.
In  modern  popular
c u l t u r e ,  D i s n e y
princesses  are  known

to Italian children as le
principesse  Disney.
M o v i e s  l i k e  L a
Sirenetta  (The  Little
Mermaid) and La Bella
A d d o r m e n t a t a
(Sleeping  Beauty)  are
beloved  across  the
country.  Additionally,
I ta l i an  pop  mus ic
sometimes  uses  the
word  principessa  in
song titles and lyrics to
c o n v e y  l o v e ,
a d m i r a t i o n ,  o r
h e a r t b r e a k .  F o r
instance,  the  song
"Principessa"  by  the
Italian  singer  Fabrizio
Moro  tells  a  poignant
s t o r y  o f  a  y o u n g
woman, using the title
metaphorically.

REGIONAL
VARIATIONS AND
DIALECTS

Italy is a land of many
dialects,  and  while
p r i n c i p e s s a  i s
u n d e r s t o o d
everywhere,  some
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regional  variations
exist.  In  Sicilian,  for
example,  you  might
hear  principissa  or
pricipessa,  reflecting
local  pronunciation
patterns.  In  Venetian
dialect,  the  word  can
be prinsipessa. These
v a r i a t i o n s  a r e
charming  but  rarely
used in formal writing.
F o r  e v e r y d a y
conversat ion  and
s tandard  I ta l i an ,
principessa  is  always
c o r r e c t  a n d
appropriate.
If  you  are  traveling
through Italy and want
to  compliment  a  little
girl, using principessa
will  almost  always  be
met with smiles. It is a
universally appreciated
term, much like calling
someone  a  "princess"
in English, but with an
even warmer and more
poetic  resonance  in
Italian.

OTHER TERMS OF
ENDEARMENT
SIMILAR TO
PRINCESS

While  principessa  is
the  direct  answer  to
h o w  d o  y o u  s a y
princess in Italian, the
language offers several
other  affectionate
terms  that  convey
similar  warmth.  These
are  useful  for  adding
variety to your speech:

Amore – Love
(the most
common term of
endearment)
Tesoro –
Treasure (sweet
and intimate)
Stella – Star (as
in "my star")
Angelo – Angel
(for a beloved
person)
Gioia – Joy
(expresses
happiness
someone brings)
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Regina – Queen
(a step up in
royal hierarchy)
Principessa –

Princess (the star
of our discussion)

Each  of  these  words
carries its own


