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A Caribbean
Mystery
UNRAVELING THE
ENIGMA OF A
CARIBBEAN
MYSTERY

The Caribbean is a
region synonymous
with sun-drenched
beaches, vibrant coral
reefs, and a rhythm of
life that moves to the
pulse of the waves. It is
a paradise carved from
turquoise waters and
lush green landscapes,
a destination that
promises relaxation
and escape. Yet,
beneath this idyllic
veneer, a different
current flows—a
current of unanswered
questions and

unexplained events.
The phrase a
Caribbean mystery
evokes more than just
a missing tourist or a
forgotten shipwreck; it
speaks to a profound
sense of the unknown
that lingers in the air
like the scent of
frangipani after a
tropical rain. From the
colonial ghosts of old
plantations to the
unexplained

disappearances in the
Bermuda Triangle, the
islands hold secrets
that have defied
explanation for
centuries. This article
delves deep into the
heart of these
enigmas, exploring the
historical, cultural, and
supernatural mysteries
that make the
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Caribbean one of the
most fascinating and
perplexing regions on
Earth.

The
Phantom
Ships and
Maritime
Legends

The Caribbean Sea has
been a highway for
explorers, pirates, and
traders for over five
hundred years. With
that history comes a
litany of maritime
tragedies and
unexplained
phenomena that have
become the stuff of
legend. One cannot
discuss a Caribbean
mystery without first
looking to the sea.

THE GHOST OF THE
FLYING DUTCHMAN

Perhaps the most
famous maritime ghost
story is that of the
Flying Dutchman, a
ghost ship doomed to
sail the oceans forever.
While often associated
with the Cape of Good
Hope, numerous
sightings of this
spectral vessel have
been reported in the
Caribbean. Sailors
speak of a ship that
appears out of the
mist, glowing with an
ethereal light, only to
vanish without a trace.
The story warns of
doom for anyone who
lays eyes upon it, a
chilling reminder of the
sea's unforgiving
nature. For those
intrigued by a
Caribbean mystery, the
legend of the Flying
Dutchman offers a
perfect blend of history
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and folklore.

THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE SS MARINE
SULPHUR QUEEN

Moving from folklore to
documented fact, the
disappearance of the
SS Marine Sulphur
Queen in 1963
remains one of the
most baffling maritime
mysteries in the
region. The ship, a T2
tanker converted to
carry molten sulphur,
departed from
Beaumont, Texas,
bound for Norfolk,
Virginia. It was last
heard from via a
routine radio
transmission near the
Florida Keys. The
vessel, along with its
crew of 39 men,
vanished completely.
Despite an extensive
search covering the
Gulf of Mexico and the

Caribbean, no trace of
the ship was ever
found—no lifeboats, no
debris, no bodies. The
official investigation
was inconclusive,
leaving the fate of the
crew and the ship as a
permanent entry in the
annals of a Caribbean
mystery.

Unexplain
ed
Disappea
rances in
the
Bermuda
Triangle

No exploration of
Caribbean enigmas
would be complete
without addressing the



Bermuda Triangle.
This loosely defined
region in the western
part of the North
Atlantic Ocean,
bounded by Miami,
Bermuda, and Puerto
Rico, has been the site
of dozens of
unexplained
disappearances of
aircraft and vessels.
While skeptics attribute
these events to human
error, piracy, and
environmental factors,
the sheer volume of
vanishings has
cemented the
Triangle's reputation as
a paranormal hotspot.

FLIGHT 19: THE
TRAINING MISSION
THAT NEVER CAME
HoME

The most iconic of
these incidents is the
loss of Flight 19 on
December 5, 1945.
Five TBM Avenger

torpedo bombers took
off from Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, for
a routine training
exercise. The flight
leader, Lieutenant
Charles Taylor, was an
experienced pilot, but
within hours, the
squadron reported lost,
with compasses
malfunctioning and the
horizon disappearing.
The last transmissions
were garbled and
confused. The Navy
sent a rescue plane, a
PBM Mariner with a
crew of 13, which also
vanished without a
trace. An exhaustive
search found nothing.
The official Navy report
blamed "causes or
reasons unknown,"
solidifying Flight 19 as
a defining example of a
Caribbean mystery.

THE
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DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE WITCHCRAFT

For a more recent
puzzle, consider the
case of the
Witchcraft. On
December 22, 1967, a
23-foot cabin cruiser
named the Witchcraft
left a Miami dock with
its owner, Dan Burack,
and a friend, Father
Patrick Horgan. They
cruised about a mile
offshore to view the
Christmas lights. At
9:30 PM, Burack
radioed the Coast
Guard, stating he had
struck an object and
was returning to port.
He confirmed his
location and said he
would fire a flare. The
Coast Guard arrived
within 20 minutes, but
the Witchcraft and its
two occupants were
gone. The sea was
calm, visibility was
excellent, and the boat

was equipped with
flotation devices
capable of keeping it
afloat even if
swamped. No
wreckage, bodies, or
the boat itself were
ever found. The
mystery of the
Witchcraft continues to
puzzle maritime
experts.

The
Historical
Enigmas
of the
Islands

Beyond the open
water, the islands
themselves are
repositories of
historical and
archaeological

mysteries that
challenge our



understanding of pre-
Columbian and colonial
history.

THE LosT CITY OF
THE TAINO

The Taino people
were the indigenous
inhabitants of the
Greater Antilles before
the arrival of
Christopher Columbus.
While their society was
largely destroyed by
disease and
enslavement, oral
traditions and a few
surviving artifacts hint
at a sophisticated
culture with complex
cities. Archaeologists
have found extensive
cave systems in the
Dominican Republic
and Puerto Rico filled
with petroglyphs and
skeletal remains,
suggesting ceremonial
sites of great
importance. However,
the precise location of
the primary Taino city,

often referred to as the
lost city of the Taino,
remains unknown.
Some believe it lies
hidden deep within the
rainforests of Cuba or
beneath the modern
cities of Hispaniola.
The search for this lost
city is a compelling
Caribbean mystery
that connects the
present to a forgotten
past.

THE MYSTERY OF
THE ARAWAK STONE
MONOLITHS

On the small island of
Guadeloupe, a series of
stone monoliths
known as the "Roches
Gravées" (Engraved
Rocks) have puzzled
researchers for
decades. These large
stones are covered in
intricate carvings of
faces, animals, and
geometric patterns.
Who carved them and
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what purpose they
served is unknown.
Some theories suggest
they were boundary
markers, religious
idols, or astronomical
calendars. The lack of
written records from
the Arawak people
makes these monoliths
a silent testament to a
civilization that left
more questions than
answers, making them
a genuine Caribbean
mystery.

Crime
and
Conspirac
y:
Unsolved

Cases
That
Intrigue

The Caribbean has also
been a backdrop for
some of the most
baffing and  high-
profile criminal
mysteries in modern
history. These cases
blend political intrigue,
personal tragedy, and
the unique social
dynamics of island life.

THE MURDER OF
SIR HENRY MORGAN

While Sir Henry Morgan
is famous as a
buccaneer and later
Lieutenant Governor of
Jamaica, the
circumstances

surrounding his death
in 1688 are shrouded
in  mystery. Official
records state he died



of natural causes,
possibly tuberculosis or
dropsy. However, some
historians and
conspiracy theorists
suggest he was
poisoned by political
rivals in the British
government who
feared his influence.
He was buried in Port
Royal, Jamaica, but his
grave was lost when a
massive earthquake
sank much of the city
into the sea in 1692.
The exact location of
his remains is
unknown, adding a
layer of historical
intrigue to an already
fascinating figure. Was
his death natural, or is
it a Caribbean mystery
involving betrayal from
the highest levels?

THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE "LOST" SHIP OF

THE ECUADORIAN
TREASURE FLEET

In 1715, a Spanish
treasure fleet carrying
gold, silver, and
emeralds from the New
World to Spain was
wrecked off the coast
of Florida during a
hurricane. While many
of the ships were found
and salvaged over the
years, one ship from
that fleet has never
been located. Known
only through archival
records, this missing
galleon is believed to
have been the richest
of them all, carrying a
cargo intended for the
Spanish crown.
Treasure hunters and
historians have spent
decades searching the
waters between Florida
and the Bahamas for
this vessel, known
informally as the "Lost
Galleon of 1715." Its
discovery would be the
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find of a lifetime, but
for now, it remains a
classic Caribbean
mystery of sunken
treasure and historical
records.

Paranorm
al
Hotspots
and
Island
Lore

The Caribbean is not
just a place of
historical and maritime
mysteries; it is also a
hotbed of paranormal
activity and folkloric
legends that have been
passed down through
generations.

THE ROLLING CALF
OF JAMAICA

Jamaican folklore is
rich with tales of
duppies, rolling calves,
and other supernatural
entities. The Rolling
Calf is a terrifying
creature that appears
as a bull with fiery
eyes, dragging a chain
behind it. It is said to
be the spirit of a
wicked plantation
overseer or a sinner
condemned to walk the
earth. Sightings are
still reported in rural
areas of Jamaica,
particularly near old
sugar plantations and
cemeteries. For locals,
encountering a Rolling
Calf is a genuine fear,
a living piece of a
Caribbean mystery
that connects the
modern world to the
trauma of the colonial
past.
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THE HAUNTED
LumMmiNous LAGOON

While the Luminous
Lagoon in Trelawny,
Jamaica, is a natural
bioluminescent

wonder, local lore
imbues it with a
supernatural aura. The
indigenous Taino
people believed the
glowing water was the
spirits of their
ancestors. Today,
some say the light
emanates from the
souls of slaves who
were thrown overboard
during the Middle
Passage. Visitors often
report seeing shapes in
the water and feeling a

presence beneath
them. The scientific
explanation of

bioluminescent

dinoflagellates does
little to quell the
spiritual significance of
the place, making it a
Caribbean mystery

where science and
superstition dance
together under the
moonlight.

The
Environm
ental
Mysteries
of the
Caribbea
n

Even the natural world
contributes to the
region's enigmatic
reputation. The
Caribbean is home to
several ecological
puzzles that scientists
are still working to
understand.
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THE GREAT BLUE
HoLE oF BELIZE

The Great Blue Hole
off the coast of Belize
is a massive
underwater sinkhole
that is a world-famous
diving destination.
While its formation
during the last ice age
is well understood, the
site is also associated
with strange
occurrences. Divers
have reported sudden
disorientation,
equipment
malfunctions, and a
"heavy" feeling in the
water. Some believe
the hole is a portal to
another dimension,
while others attribute
the phenomenon to the
unique pressure and
light conditions. The
mystery of the Great
Blue Hole lies in its
profound depth and
the sense of isolation it
creates, a reminder of
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how little we know
about the ocean.

THE SARGASSO SEA
AND THE EELS

The Sargasso Sea,
located in the North
Atlantic and bordered
by the Caribbean, is a
legendary body of
water known for its
floating mats of
sargassum seaweed
and its connection to
the life cycle of the
European eel. For
centuries, no one knew
where eels went to
spawn. It was only
recently discovered
that they travel
thousands of miles to
the Sargasso Sea to
breed and die. The
larvae then drift back
to Europe. While the
science is now
understood, the
ancient mystery of the
eels' migration was a
Caribbean mystery for
millennia, inspiring



myths and legends
about the origins of
life. The Sargasso Sea
itself is also known for
calm winds and
currents that can trap
ships, adding to its
eerie reputation.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING ALLURE
OF THE UNKNOWN

The Caribbean is more
than a vacation
destination; it is a
living museum of
unsolved stories and
hidden truths. From
the ghostly galleons
that sail the sea to the
lost cities buried under
jungle growth, the
region offers an
endless supply of
fascination for those
who are curious
enough to look beyond
the surface. Whether
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the Bermuda Triangle,
the historical enigmas
of the Taino people, or
the paranormal
legends of island
folklore, a Caribbean
mystery is never just
a story—it is an
invitation to explore, to
guestion, and to
wonder. The sun may
set on the islands, but
the mysteries they
hold never fade into
darkness. They glow
with the same
persistent,

phosphorescent light
as the waters of the
Luminous Lagoon,
beckoning the curious
and the brave to come
and find the truth. And
perhaps, that is the
greatest mystery of all:
the knowledge that
some questions are
more beautiful when

you are drawn to the they remain
maritime mysteries of unanswered.
12 A Caribbean Mystery 2022-11-07



