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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF A BELOVED
CHARACTER

For generations of young readers, few
characters have loomed as large—both
literally and figuratively—as a certain
friendly crimson canine. Clifford the
Big Red Dog Scholastic represents
one of the most successful and
cherished partnerships in children's
publishing history. Since his debut in

1963, Clifford has captured the hearts of
millions, teaching lessons about
kindness, loyalty, and the joy of being
different. But how did this oversized pup
become such a staple of childhood? This
article explores the rich history,
educational impact, and lasting legacy of
Clifford, examining the role of Scholastic
in bringing this beloved character to life
and the reasons behind his enduring
popularity.
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The Origins of

might own. The concept intrigued him,
and he began to wonder: what if that

, dog were not small at all, but impossibly,

Cllﬁord the B|deerfully huge?

Red Dog

The story of Clifford begins not with a
grand marketing strategy, but with a
simple question from a wife to her
husband. Norman Bridwell, a struggling
artist and aspiring children's book
author, had been submitting
manuscripts to publishers without
success. His wife, Norma, suggested he
try creating a picture book featuring a
horse, as she believed children loved
horses. Bridwell, however, felt he could
not draw horses well. Instead, he
sketched a small red dog that a little girl

is thought experiment gave birth to
the first manuscript for what would
become Clifford the Big Red Dog
Scholastic published in its initial form.
Bridwell brought his idea to several
publishers, facing rejection along the
way. It was Scholastic, then an emerging
force in children's educational
publishing, that saw the potential in this
charming story. An editor named
Dorothy Haas recognized the
heartwarming appeal of a giant dog and
his loving owner, Emily
Elizabeth—named after Bridwell's own
daughter. The first book was a modest
success, but no one could have
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predicted the phenomenon it would
become.

Norman Bridwell:
The Creator
Behind the Magic

Understanding the man behind Clifford
adds depth to the character's appeal.
Norman Bridwell was born in 1928 in
Kokomo, Indiana, and grew up with a
love for drawing. He studied art at the
John Herron Art Institute in Indianapolis
and later pursued a career in
commercial art. Before Clifford, Bridwell
worked as a textile designer, a freelance
artist, and even a cartoonist for a short-

lived television show. His early career
was marked by struggle and
persistence—qualities that would later
define his most famous creation.

Bridwell once described his artistic style
as "not very sophisticated," but this
simplicity became a strength. The clean
lines, expressive faces, and warm,
inviting colors of Clifford's world made
the books accessible to very young
readers. Bridwell's illustrations captured
the essence of childhood wonder: a
world where a dog could be as big as a
house, where a child could have
adventures with her best friend, and
where problems could be solved with
love and understanding. The partnership
between Clifford the Big Red Dog
Scholastic and its creator proved to be
a perfect match, allowing Bridwell to



focus on what he did best: telling
heartfelt stories with universal appeal.

Scholastic's Role
In Bringing
Clifford to Life

Scholastic's involvement with Clifford
was a turning point for both the
character and the publisher. Founded in
1920 by Maurice R. Robinson, Scholastic
had a mission to provide educational
materials to children and schools. When
the company took on Clifford, it saw an
opportunity to create not just a book
character, but a learning phenomenon.
Scholastic leveraged its extensive

network of school book fairs, reading
clubs, and classroom magazines to
introduce Clifford to a wide audience.
This grassroots approach meant that
children encountered Clifford not just in
bookstores, but in their own classrooms
and school libraries.

The decision by Scholastic to publish
Clifford as a series rather than a single
book was crucial. Each new adventure
gave children a reason to return to
Clifford's world, building brand loyalty
and a sense of anticipation. Scholastic
also invested in creating ancillary
materials, including activity books,
posters, and teaching guides, that
reinforced the educational value of the
stories. The collaboration between
Bridwell and Scholastic exemplified how
a publisher could nurture a creative
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vision while simultaneously building a
commercial franchise. Today, Clifford
the Big Red Dog Scholastic remains a
flagship property, representing the
publisher's commitment to quality
children's literature.

The Cultural
Impact of Clifford
the Big Red Dog

Clifford's influence extends far beyond
the pages of his books. He became a
cultural touchstone for multiple
generations, appearing on television, in
video games, in live stage shows, and
eventually on the big screen. The

animated television series, which
premiered on PBS Kids in 2000,
introduced Clifford to a new audience
and reinforced the values of friendship,
cooperation, and community. The show's
gentle pacing and positive messaging
made it a favorite among parents and
educators alike.

The character's impact can also be seen
in the way he helped normalize diversity
and inclusion. Emily Elizabeth, Clifford's
owner, is often depicted as a kind and
resourceful girl, and the diverse cast of
characters in Birdwell Island (a playful
nod to the creator's name) reflects a
community where everyone belongs.
Clifford himself, a massive red dog in a
world of ordinary-sized creatures,
embodies the idea that being different is
not just okay—it is something to



celebrate. This message has resonated
deeply with children who feel out of
place or struggle with their own
uniqueness. The legacy of Clifford the
Big Red Dog Scholastic is thus
intertwined with themes of acceptance
and empathy.

Educational
Value and
Themes in
Clifford Stories

Beyond entertainment, Clifford stories
serve a clear educational purpose. The
books are carefully designed to support

early literacy development, using
repetitive language, predictable
patterns, and engaging narratives that
help children build reading confidence.
Key themes appear consistently across
the series:

e Responsibility - Emily Elizabeth
learns to care for a very large pet,
teaching children about the
commitments involved in pet
ownership.

» Kindness - Clifford's gentle
nature, despite his size,
demonstrates that strength should
be used to help others.

* Problem-solving - Many stories
center on finding creative solutions
to problems that arise from
Clifford's extraordinary size.
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e Community - The residents of
Birdwell Island often work
together, modeling cooperation
and neighborly support.

e Emotional literacy - Characters
express feelings openly, helping
children develop vocabulary for
their own emotions.

Scholastic's educational experts worked
alongside Bridwell to ensure that each
story aligned with developmental
milestones and reading readiness
benchmarks. This commitment to quality
education is a hallmark of the Clifford
the Big Red Dog Scholastic brand,
setting it apart from purely commercial
children's properties. Teachers have long
used Clifford books in classrooms to
spark discussions about friendships,

ethics, and social skills.

Clifford's
Evolution
Through Media

From its humble beginnings as a single
picture book, the Clifford franchise has
grown into a multimedia empire. The
original book series expanded to include
dozens of titles, covering holidays,
seasons, and everyday adventures. The
animated television series brought voice
acting and music to the characters, while
also allowing for longer story arcs that
explored character development in
greater depth. In 2021, a hybrid live-



action/CGI film starring Jack Whitehall
and Darby Camp brought Clifford to the
big screen, introducing the character to
a global audience.

Each adaptation has remained faithful to
the core values established by Bridwell
and Scholastic. The film, for instance,
emphasized themes of family,
imagination, and the magic of
childhood—all central to the original
books. The enduring popularity of
Clifford the Big Red Dog Scholastic
across different media formats
demonstrates the flexibility of the
concept. Whether in print, on television,
or in theaters, Clifford's story retains its
power to charm and inspire.

The Enduring
Appeal of Clifford

What explains Clifford's staying power
over six decades? Part of the answer lies
in the timelessness of the character's
premise. A giant red dog is a simple,
visually striking concept that instantly
captures a child's imagination. Another
factor is the consistency of the brand's
messaging. In a rapidly changing world,
Clifford represents stability, warmth, and
unconditional love. Parents who grew up
reading Clifford books now share them
with their own children, creating a cross-
generational bond.

The partnership with Scholastic has also
ensured that Clifford remains visible and
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relevant. Through school book fairs,
classroom libraries, and digital
platforms, Scholastic continues to
introduce Clifford to new readers. The
publisher has also modernized the
brand, releasing updated editions with
diverse characters and contemporary
settings while maintaining the classic
charm. The result is a character that
feels both nostalgic and fresh—a rare
achievement in children's media. The
legacy of Clifford the Big Red Dog
Scholastic is a testament to the power
of a good story, well told, and the
importance of a publisher that believes
in its mission.

Conclusion: A
Legacy of Love
and Learning

Clifford the Big Red Dog is far more than
a character in a children's book. He is a
symbol of kindness, a tool for learning,
and a beloved friend to millions. The
collaboration between Norman Bridwell
and Scholastic created something
special: a world that feels safe, where
problems have solutions, and where
being big—in size or in heart—is a
wonderful thing. As young readers
continue to discover Clifford's
adventures, the legacy of this
remarkable partnership grows ever
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stronger. Whether meeting him for the Scholastic reminds us that the best
first time or revisiting an old favorite, children's literature does not just
readers of all ages can find something to entertain—it educates, inspires, and
love in the pages of a Clifford book. The stays with us forever.

story of Clifford the Big Red Dog
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