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THE LEGEND OF THE LAWN:
REDISCOVERING THE 1965 JOHN
DEERE 110 GARDEN TRACTOR

There are few machines in the history of
American horticulture that command as
much respect and nostalgia as the 1965
John Deere 110 Garden Tractor. This
iconic  piece of  equipment did not  just
cut  grass;  it  redefined  what  a
homeowner  could  expect  from a  lawn
and garden machine. More than half a
century after  its  debut,  the 1965 John
Deere  110  remains  a  benchmark  for
build  quality,  simplicity,  and  timeless
design.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned
collector,  a  restoration  enthusiast,  or
simply  someone  who  appreciates  finely
engineered machinery, the story of this
tractor  is  a  fascinating  chapter  in
agricultural and suburban history. In this
comprehensive  guide,  we  will  explore
the  history,  technical  specifications,
restoration tips, and enduring legacy of
the  1965  John  Deere  110  Garden
Tractor.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: A NEW
ERA FOR SUBURBAN POWER

The mid-1960s marked a transformative
period for the American lawn. As suburbs
expanded  rapidly,  homeowners  sought
more  efficient  ways  to  manage  larger
properties.  John  Deere,  a  company
synonymous  w i th  heavy -du ty

agr icultural  equipment,  saw  an
opportunity  to  enter  the  residential
market. The result was the John Deere
110, introduced in 1963. However, it was
the  1965  John  Deere  110  Garden
Tractor  that  truly  solidified  the  model's
reputation.  That  year  featured  several
refinements that  made the tractor  more
reliable,  easier  to  use,  and  more
powerful  than  its  predecessors.
Prior to the 110, most residential tractors
were flimsy, underpowered, and prone to
breakdowns.  John  Deere  applied  their
decades  of  experience  building  farm
equipment to create a machine that was
overbuilt  for  its  intended purpose.  The
1965  John  Deere  110  Garden  Tractor
was not merely a lawn mower; it was a
compact workhorse capable of  plowing
snow, tilling gardens, hauling carts, and
of course, mowing expansive lawns with
ease.

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING:
BUILT LIKE A MINIATURE FARM
TRACTOR

The Classic
Green and Yellow
Paint Scheme
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y
recognizable features of the 1965 John
Deere 110  is  its  iconic color  scheme.
John  Deere  green,  complemented  by
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bright  yellow  wheels  and  trim,  was  a
deliberate  design  choice.  It  linked  the
residential tractor to the company's full-
sized agricultural  machines,  creating a
sense  of  heritage  and  quality.  Even
today, a well-restored 1965 John Deere
110  Garden  Tractor  turns  heads  at
parades and shows.

Frame and
Chassis
Construction
Unlike many modern lawn tractors that
use  stamped  steel  or  even  plastic
components,  the 1965 John Deere 110
features  a  heavy-duty,  channel-steel
frame. This design is closer to that of a
small farm tractor than a garden tractor.
The  chassis  is  robust  enough  to
withstand decades of hard use, and it is
this  over-engineering  that  makes  the
110 such a  desirable  collector's  piece.
The front axle is a solid cast-iron unit,
providing  exceptional  durability  and
steering  precision.

Engine Options
and Powertrain
The heart of the 1965 John Deere 110
Garden  Tractor  was  a  7-horsepower
Kohler  K181  engine.  Kohler  engines
were,  and still  are,  renowned for  their
cast-iron construction and longevity. The
K181  is  a  single-cylinder,  four-stroke
engine  with  a  reputation  for  running
smoothly  for  thousands  of  hours  with
basic  maintenance.  The  engine  was
paired  with  a  three-speed  manual
transmission that  offered an ideal  range

of speeds for mowing, towing, and tilling.
The gear drive system provides direct,
positive  engagement,  giving  the
operator  excellent  control  over  the
machine, especially when compared to
the belt-driven systems common on later
models.

KEY FEATURES THAT SET THE
1965 MODEL APART

PTO (Power Take-Off) System:
The front-mounted PTO was a
standout feature. It allowed the
1965 John Deere 110 Garden
Tractor to power a wide range of
attachments, including rotary
mowers, snow blowers, and tillers.
This versatility made it far more
than a seasonal tool.
Electric Start: While many
competitors still required pull-
starts, the 1965 model offered an
optional electric starter, a
significant convenience for
homeowners.
Three-Point Hitch: Although
rudimentary by modern standards,
the 110 featured a sleeve hitch
system that allowed for easy
attachment of rear implements.
Full Fenders: The deep-dish
fenders protected the operator
from mud and debris while adding
to the tractor's rugged aesthetic.
Simple Maintenance: The design
prioritized accessibility. The hood
tilts forward to provide easy
access to the engine, battery, and
wiring, a feature that restoration
enthusiasts greatly appreciate.

PERFORMANCE AND
CAPABILITIES ON THE JOB

Owners of the 1965 John Deere 110
Garden Tractor  consistently praise its
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balance of  power and maneuverability.
The  7-horsepower  Kohler  engine
provides ample torque for pulling a cart
loaded with firewood or pushing snow in
the winter. The three-speed transmission
allows the operator to select a low gear
for  heavy pulling or  a  higher  gear  for
transportation across the property.
When equipped with the 38-inch rotary
mower deck, the 110 delivers a clean,
even cut.  The deck is belt-driven from
the  front  PTO  and  features  adjustable
cutting  heights.  Unlike  many  modern
decks  that  are  made  of  thin  stamped
steel, the 110's deck is built from heavy-
gauge material and is designed to last
for generations. The cutting performance
is excellent for its era, and many owners
report  that their  1965 John Deere 110
Garden  Tractor  still  mows  as  well  as
many  entry-level  tractors  produced
today.

RESTORING A 1965 JOHN DEERE
110: A LABOR OF LOVE

Finding a Donor
Machine
The first step in any restoration project is
sourcing a suitable candidate. The 1965
John Deere 110 Garden Tractor is still
relatively common in the used market,
a l though  pr ist ine  examples  are
becoming  harder  to  find.  Look  for
machines that are complete, even if they
are not running. Missing parts, especially
unique  castings  or  the  original  Kohler
engine, can be expensive and difficult to
replace. Serial number plates are crucial
for verifying the year of manufacture.

Engine
Rebuilding
T h e  K o h l e r  K 1 8 1  e n g i n e  i s
straightforward to rebuild. Parts such as
pistons,  rings,  gaskets,  and  ignition
components  are  widely  available  from
aftermarket  suppliers.  A  thorough
rebuild  typically  involves  boring  the
cylinder  (if  necessary),  replacing  the
valves, and installing a new carburetor
kit.  The  cast-iron  construction  means
that even a neglected engine can often
be brought back to life with patience and
the correct tools.

Sheet Metal and
Paint
The sheet metal on the 1965 John Deere
110 Garden Tractor is thick and durable,
but rust can be an issue, particularly on
the fenders and the hood. Reproduction
sheet metal is available for many parts,
but original panels are always preferred
for  a  concours-level  restoration.  The
correct paint code is John Deere Green
(often  referred  to  as  "JD  Green")  and
John  Deere  Yellow.  Using  a  quality
automotive-grade paint with a hardener
will  yield  a  finish  that  looks  deep  and
durable. Decal sets are widely available
and  are  essential  for  an  authentic
appearance.

Wiring and
Electrical
The electrical system on the 1965 John
Deere  110  is  s imple  by  modern
standards.  A  complete  wiring  harness
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replacement  is  often  recommended
during  a  restoration.  The  system
includes  the  battery,  starter/generator,
ignition switch, and lights. Rewiring is a
relatively simple task that dramatically
improves reliability and safety.

COLLECTIBILITY AND MARKET
VALUE

The market for vintage garden tractors
has  remained  strong  over  the  past
decade, and the 1965 John Deere 110
Garden  Tractor  is  among  the  most
sought-after  models.  Several  factors
drive  this  demand:

Nostalgia: Many collectors grew
up with a 110 in their family's
garage and seek to recapture
those memories.
Build Quality: The 110 is widely
regarded as the last of the "true"
garden tractors before
manufacturers began cost-cutting
in the 1970s.
Parts Availability: An extensive
network of suppliers, both OEM
and aftermarket, keeps these
machines running.
Community Support: Dedicated
online forums and clubs provide
technical advice, parts sources,
and camaraderie.

A  fully  restored  1965  John  Deere  110
Garden  Tractor  in  excellent  condition
can  command  prices  between  $2,500
and $5,000, depending on originality and
the  completeness  of  the  restoration.
Machines with rare attachments, such as
the front-mounted snow blower  or  the
tiller, can bring even higher prices.

COMPARING THE 1965 MODEL TO
LATER VARIANTS

John Deere continued production of the

110 series until 1971, with incremental
improvements  each  year.  The  1965
model  is  distinguished  by  several
specific features. The steering column on
the 1965 version uses a unique worm-
and-sector  design  that  provides
exceptional  feel.  Later models adopted
different  steering  systems.  Additionally,
the  1965  model  retains  the  classic
rounded  fenders  and  a  specific
placement  of  the  model  decals  that
enthusiasts look for. While later 110s are
excellent  machines  in  their  own  right,
the 1965 John Deere 110 Garden Tractor
occupies  a  special  place  because  it
represents the model's formative years
when  the  design  was  st i l l  being
perfected.

MAINTENANCE TIPS FOR
CURRENT OWNERS

If you are lucky enough to own a 1965
John Deere 110 Garden Tractor, proper
maintenance is essential to preserve its
value and performance.

Oil Changes: Use a high-quality1.
30-weight detergent oil designed
for air-cooled engines. Change the
oil every 25 hours of operation.
Grease Fittings: The 110 has2.
multiple grease fittings on the
front axle, steering linkage, and
PTO. Grease them regularly using
a hand gun to prevent wear.
Spark Plug: Use a Champion H8C3.
or equivalent spark plug. Check
the gap and replace annually.
Air Filter: The oil-bath air cleaner4.
is highly effective but requires
periodic cleaning. Wash the
element in kerosene and re-oil it
with engine oil.
Battery Care: Keep the battery5.
terminals clean and the case
secure. A trickle charger during
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storage will extend battery life.
Tire Pressure: Maintain proper6.
tire pressure (typically 12-14 PSI in
the rear, 16-18 PSI in the front) for
optimal traction and ride quality.

THE LEGACY OF THE 1965 JOHN
DEERE 110 GARDEN TRACTOR

The  1965  John  Deere  110  Garden
Tractor is far more than a piece of lawn
equipment. It is a testament to an era
when  manufacturers  built  products  to
last  a  lifetime.  Its  design  philosophy,
rooted  in  the  agricultural  tradition  of
John Deere, elevated the expectations of
what a residential tractor could achieve.
Today, it serves as a beloved project for
restorers,  a  reliable  tool  for  rural
homeowners, and a symbol of a bygone
era of craftsmanship.
The  community  surrounding  the  110
remains  strong.  Online  forums,  local
clubs,  and  national  shows  continue  to
celebrate  the  machine.  New parts  are
still being manufactured, and knowledge
is freely shared among enthusiasts. This

vibrant ecosystem ensures that the 1965
John  Deere  110  Garden  Tractor  will
continue to run for decades to come.

CONCLUSION

The 1965 John Deere 110 Garden Tractor
i s  a  m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  A m e r i c a n
engineering that has earned its place in
history. From its rugged cast-iron Kohler
engine to its channel-steel frame, every
component was designed with durability
and utility  in  mind.  For  collectors,  the
110  offers  a  rewarding  restoration
experience and a tangible connection to
the past. For those who simply need a
dependable machine to maintain a large
property,  it  remains  a  viable  and
charming  choice.  Whether  you  are
considering  a  purchase,  planning  a
restoration,  or  simply  admiring  from
afar, the 1965 John Deere 110 Garden
Tractor stands as a shining example of
what happens when a company builds
equipment the right way. Its green and
yellow  silhouette  rolling  across  a
manicured lawn is a sight that will never
grow old.


