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If you own a Bissell Little Green portable
carpet and upholstery cleaner, you
already know how valuable it is for
tackling stains, spills, and messes in
your car, on your couch, or around the
house. But the machine is only part of
the equation. The Little Green Machine
cleaning solution you choose plays a
critical role in how effectively dirt is
lifted, odors are eliminated, and fibers
are protected. Using the wrong formula
can leave behind residue, damage
delicate fabrics, or even clog your
machine. This comprehensive guide will
walk you through everything you need to
know about the Little Green Machine
cleaning solution, including what makes
it work, how to use it correctly,
alternative options, and tips for getting
the best results every time.

What Is the Little
Green Machine?

The Bissell Little Green is a compact,
portable deep cleaner designed for spot
cleaning and small area upholstery. It
uses a combination of water, cleaning
solution, and powerful suction to remove

embedded dirt and stains from carpets,
rugs, car interiors, and furniture. While
the machine itself is renowned for its
reliability and ease of use, its
performance depends heavily on the
cleaning solution you put into the water
tank. The official Little Green Machine
cleaning solution is formulated to work
with the machine's specific spray and
suction system, creating rich foam that
lifts grime without oversaturating the
fabric.

Understanding
the Little Green
Machine
Cleaning Solution

Bissell manufactures several types of
cleaning solutions for the Little Green,
each targeting different stains and
surfaces. The most common is the Little
Green Machine cleaning solution in
formulas like the Oxy Pro, Pet Stain &
Odor, and the Professional Strength.
These solutions contain a blend of
surfactants, enzymes, and fragrances
that break down dirt, neutralize odors,
and leave fabrics refreshed. The key
characteristics of a quality cleaning
solution for this machine include low
sudsing (to avoid leaving soapy residue),
compatibility with the machine's heater
(if you have a model with the HeatWave
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technology), and a pH that is safe for
most upholstery and carpet fibers.

Why Using the
Right Solution
Matters

Many homeowners are tempted to use
generic carpet cleaners, laundry
detergent, or dish soap in their Little
Green Machine. While these alternatives
may seem cost-effective, they can cause
significant problems. A generic cleaner
may produce excessive foam, which can
overflow from the machine's dirty water
tank and damage internal components.
It can also leave a sticky residue that
attracts dirt and makes future stains
harder to remove. The proper Little
Green Machine cleaning solution is
engineered to balance cleaning power
with rinsing ease, ensuring that your
fabrics stay soft and your machine
operates reliably for years.

HOW TO USE LITTLE GREEN
MACHINE CLEANING SOLUTION
EFFECTIVELY

Getting the best results from your spot
cleaner is not just about pouring in the
solution and pressing the trigger.
Following a few best practices can
dramatically improve stain removal and
extend the life of both your machine and
your fabrics.

Step 1: Pre-Treat
Stubborn Stains

For tough spots like red wine, coffee, or
pet accidents, apply a small amount of

Little Green Machine cleaning
solution directly onto the stain and let it
sit for three to five minutes. This allows
the enzymes to begin breaking down the
particles before you even start
scrubbing. Lightly agitate the area with a
soft brush or your fingers, but avoid
rubbing too hard, which can push the
stain deeper into the fibers.

Step 2: Mix the
Solution
Correctly

Always refer to your machine's manual
for the correct water-to-solution ratio.
Typically, Bissell recommends mixing
roughly two ounces of Little Green
Machine cleaning solution with eight
ounces of hot (not boiling) water in the
cleaning tank. Hot water helps activate
the cleaner, but boiling water can
damage the machine's internal seals.
Use the measuring lines on the tank to
ensure you don't over-concentrate the
formula, as too much solution can cause
residue buildup.

Step 3: Apply
and Extract
Properly

Spray the solution onto the stained area
in a controlled, even pattern, then use
the machine's brush to agitate the
fibers. After a few seconds, begin
extracting by running the suction tool
over the wet area. Move slowly to allow
the machine to pull up as much moisture
and dirt as possible. Repeat the process
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until the water coming back looks clear.
Remember to empty the dirty water tank
frequently to maintain suction power.

Step 4: Rinse the
Area

After cleaning, it is a good idea to do a
clean water rinse. Fill the tank with only
hot water and spray it onto the cleaned
area, then extract again. This step helps
remove any leftover cleaning solution
residue, which can attract dirt and cause
yellowing over time. It also freshens the
fabric and prepares it for drying.

DIY VS. OFFICIAL LITTLE GREEN
MACHINE CLEANING SOLUTION

As interest in homemade cleaning
products grows, many users wonder if
they can create their own Little Green
Machine cleaning solution with
household ingredients. While DIY recipes
exist, there are important trade-offs to
consider.

Pros of Using
Official Formula

e Optimized for the machine:
Official solutions are tested to
ensure low foam, proper viscosity,
and no corrosive effects on seals
or hoses.

e Stain-specific formulas: Bissell
offers solutions for pet stains,
allergy control, and general
cleaning, each with targeted
ingredients.

e Guaranteed results: Using an
official Little Green Machine
cleaning solution ensures you

get the performance that the
machine was designed to deliver.

Cons of DIY
Alternatives

* Risk of foam overproduction:
Household detergents typically
create high foam, which can lead
to messy overflow and potential
motor damage.

e Residue problems: DIY solutions
often leave behind sticky residues
that are hard to extract, causing
fabrics to feel stiff or dirty again
quickly.

e Voiding warranty: Using
unapproved cleaners may void
your machine’s warranty if a
problem arises related to the
cleaning agent.

That said, some users successfully use a
mixture of white vinegar, water, and a
few drops of mild dish soap in a pinch. If
you choose to go this route, test on an
inconspicuous area first, and never use
bleach, hydrogen peroxide, or fabric
softener, which can damage the
machine and fabrics.

WHERE TO BUY AND COST
CONSIDERATIONS

The official Little Green Machine
cleaning solution is widely available.
You can find it at major retailers like
Walmart, Target, Home Depot, and on
Amazon. Bissell also sells directly from
its website, where you can often find
bundle deals or subscribe-and-save
options. Prices range from around $10 to
$20 for a 48-ounce bottle, depending on
the formula. While this may seem higher
than generic options, remember that the




solution is concentrated, so a bottle can
last for many cleaning sessions. Buying
in bulk or during sales can help reduce
the per-use cost.

If you have a newer Little Green model,
note that some machines have a
"CleanShot" feature that uses a pre-
treatment spray directly from the same
solution. For these models, it is
especially important to use a formula
designed for that system to avoid
clogging the pre-treat nozzle.

MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE OF
THE CLEANING SOLUTION

To get the most out of your Little Green
Machine cleaning solution, store it in
a cool, dry place away from direct
sunlight. Keep the cap tightly sealed to
prevent evaporation or contamination.
Never mix different formulas together
unless the manufacturer explicitly
approves it, because some chemicals
can react and lose effectiveness or
produce harmful fumes. If you store the
solution for a long period, shake the
bottle before each use to re-suspend any
settled ingredients.

Also, remember to clean your machine
after each use. Rinse the clean water
tank and the dirty water tank with warm
water. Run a small amount of clean
water through the system to flush out
any residual solution from the hose and
nozzle. This simple maintenance step
prevents the solution from drying and
clogging the internal passages, ensuring
your Little Green Machine cleaning
solution continues to perform optimally.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT LITTLE GREEN MACHINE
CLEANING SOLUTION

Can | use
Bissell's carpet
cleaner formulas
meant for full-
size machines?

While some formulas are compatible, the
Little Green is designed for smaller
dilution ratios. It is safest to use
solutions specifically labeled for portable
spot cleaners. Cross-referencing the
bottle's instructions is always wise.

Does the Little
Green Machine
cleaning solution
expire?

Most cleaning solutions have a shelf life
of two to three years if stored properly.
Check the bottle for a manufacture date
or best-by date. If the solution changes
color, develops an odd smell, or
separates, it is best to replace it.

What about
cleaning solution
for pet stains?

Bissell’s Pet Stain & Odor formula is a
popular choice. It contains enzymes that
break down urine proteins and neutralize
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odors at a molecular level. For severe or
old stains, you may need to combine the
solution with a separate enzyme pre-
treatment spray.

CONCLUSION

Choosing the right Little Green
Machine cleaning solution is essential
for achieving professional-level spot
cleaning results at home. The official
formulas are designed with your
machine's performance and your fabrics'
safety in mind, offering powerful stain

removal without damaging components
or leaving residue. By following proper
mixing, application, and rinsing
procedures, you can keep your
upholstery and carpets looking fresh and
extend the life of your Bissell Little
Green. Whether you opt for the original,
pet-specific, or oxygen-powered version,
always read the instructions and avoid
shortcuts that could compromise your
cleaning results. With the right solution
and technique, you can tackle any mess
that comes your way.



