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THE CURIOUS TALE
OF A
MASTERPIECE:
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
WRITTEN BY LEWIS
CARROLL

Few stories have
captured the
imagination of readers
across generations
quite like the
adventures of a young
girl who falls down a
rabbit hole into a
fantastical realm. For
over a century and a
half, readers of all ages
have been enchanted

by talking rabbits,
grinning cats, and mad
tea parties. Yet, one of
the most common
questions asked by
new readers and
curious enthusiasts
alike is precisely Alice
In Wonderland
written by whom. The
answer reveals a
fascinating story of a
quiet Oxford
mathematician whose
imagination changed
children's literature
forever. Understanding
the origins of this
beloved tale, the mind
behind it, and the
circumstances of its
creation adds a rich
layer of appreciation
for every reading


https://app.ardentx.com/

experience.

The
Author
Behind
the
Rabbit
Hole

The classic book Alice's
Adventures in
Wonderland was
penned by Charles
Lutwidge Dodgson,
better known by his
pen name, Lewis
Carroll. Carroll was not
just a writer, but a man
of many talents and
contradictions. He was
a logician, a
mathematician, a
photographer, a
deacon, and an
inventor. The question

of Alice In
Wonderland written
by a mathematician
often surprises
readers, but this
background heavily
influenced the book's
playful use of logic,
nonsense, and
wordplay.

Born on January 27,
1832, in Daresbury,
Cheshire, England,
Dodgson grew up in a
large, religious family.
He showed an early

aptitude for
mathematics and
storytelling, often

entertaining his ten
siblings with fantastical
tales and puzzles. He
eventually attended
Christ Church, Oxford,
where he excelled in
mathematics and was
appointed as a
lecturer. It was here, in
the quiet halls of
Oxford University, that
the seeds of
Wonderland were first
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sown.

The Real
Alice:
Inspiratio
n for a
Literary
lcon

The story of Alice In
Wonderland written
by Lewis Carroll is
inseparable from the
real-life Alice Liddell.
Alice Pleasance Liddell
was the daughter of
Henry Liddell, the Dean
of Christ Church.
Carroll became a close
family friend and often
spent time with the
Liddell children. On a
famous afternoon of
July 4, 1862, during a
boating trip on the

River Thames from
Oxford to Godstow,
Carroll invented a story
to entertain the three
Liddell sisters: Lorina,
Alice, and Edith.

As the story goes, the
ten-year-old Alice
begged him to write it
down. Carroll obliged,
and after expanding
the tale, he presented
her with a handwritten
manuscript titled
Alice's Adventures
Under Ground as a
Christmas gift in 1864.
This original
manuscript, which he
illustrated himself, is a
treasure of literary
history. It was only
later, encouraged by
friends like the fantasy
writer George
MacDonald, that Carroll
decided to publish the
story for a wider
audience. He revised it,
expanded it, and
added new episodes,
including the famous



scenes with the Mad
Hatter and the
Cheshire Cat.

From
Manuscri
pt to
Masterpie
ce:
Publicatio
n History

When considering
Alice In Wonderland
written by Lewis
Carroll, it is important
to understand the
journey from a private
gift to a global
phenomenon. The
expanded version,
retitled Alice's
Adventures in
Wonderland, was first

published by Macmillan
in 1865. The original
printing run of 2,000
copies was actually
recalled because
Carroll was dissatisfied
with the quality of the
illustrations. The
surviving copies of this
first edition are now
among the rarest and
most valuable books in
the world.

The second printing,
released later in 1865
(though dated 1866),
was the version that
took the world by
storm. A significant
factor in the book's
immediate success was
the decision by Alice
In Wonderland
written by Carroll to
hire the renowned
political cartoonist Sir
John Tenniel to
illustrate the book.
Tenniel's iconic images
of Alice, the Queen of
Hearts, the White
Rabbit, and the Mock
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Turtle became the
definitive visual
representation of
Wonderland. The
combination of
Carroll's surreal text
and Tenniel's sharp,

detailed drawings
created an unmatched
synergy that

captivated Victorian
readers.

The Dual
ldentity:
Charles
Dodgson
VS. Lewis
Carroll

A fascinating aspect of
the author is his
deliberate separation
of his professional and
creative identities.

Charles Dodgson, the
shy, stammering
mathematician and
logician, was a man of
strict routines and
academic rigor. He
published serious
mathematical works
and treatises under his
own name. In contrast,
Lewis Carroll, the
whimsical storyteller
and poet, was the
persona he adopted for
his literary and
creative works.

This duality is central
to understanding the
text. The precise,
logical mind of
Dodgson is evident in
the rigid rules and
absurd systems that
govern Wonderland.
The Queen's constant
cry of "Off with their

heads!" and the
Caucus Race are
parodies of

bureaucracy and logic.
Meanwhile, the playful,
inventive spirit of



Carroll allows the story
to break all rules. The
question of Alice In
Wonderland written
by a man of such
contrasting natures
makes the book a
layered work that
functions as both a
simple children's
adventure and a subtle
satire of the adult
world.

The
Literary
Legacy:
More
Than Just
a
Children's

Book

Since its publication,
the book has never
been out of print. It has
been translated into
over 170 languages
and has inspired
countless adaptations
in film, theatre, art,
and music. The story of
Alice In Wonderland
written by Carroll has
become a cornerstone
of the fantasy genre. It
influenced writers like
J. R. R. Tolkien, C. S.
Lewis, and Neil
Gaiman, who all cited
Carroll's ability to
create immersive,
illogical worlds as a
major inspiration.

The book also holds a
unique place in literary
criticism and
psychology. The term
"Alice in Wonderland
syndrome," also known
as Todd's syndrome, is
a neurological
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condition that affects
perception of size and
time, named after the
bodily transformations
Alice experiences.
Furthermore, the book
has been analyzed
through Freudian,
existentialist, and
postmodern lenses,
demonstrating its
enduring intellectual
relevance. When we
ask Alice In
Wonderland written
by whom, we are not
just asking for a name,
but for the origin of a
cultural phenomenon
that continues to
provoke thought and
analysis.

Key
Character
s in the

Wonderla
nd
Universe

The brilliance of the
narrative created by
Carroll lies heavily in
its unforgettable
characters. Here are
some of the most
prominent figures that
populate the world
discovered after the
fall down the rabbit
hole:

e Alice: The
protagonist, a
curious and
logical young girl
who is constantly
frustrated by the
illogical nature of
Wonderland.

e The White
Rabbit: The
nervous, time-
obsessed
creature who



pulls Alice into
the adventure.
The Cheshire
Cat: A enigmatic
feline with the
ability to
disappear,
leaving only its
grin behind. It
offers confusing
but often wise
advice.

The Mad Hatter
and the March
Hare: The
perpetually tea-
drinking duo who
host a never-
ending, chaotic
tea party.

The Queen of
Hearts: The
tyrannical, short-
tempered ruler of
Wonderland who
orders
executions for
the slightest
offense.

The King of
Hearts: The
quiet, subtle

character who
often
undermines his
wife's authority
through legal
loopholes.

* The Mock
Turtle and the
Gryphon: A
sorrowful
creature and his
companion who
tell Alice stories
of the sea.

The
Deeper
Meaning:
Nonsense
as Logic

The story of Alice In
Wonderland written
by Carroll is frequently
categorized as "literary
nonsense." However,
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this is not nonsense in
the sense of being
meaningless. Rather, it
is a deliberate and
structured dismantling
of conventional logic.
Carroll was a master of
"nonsense verse," a
form of poetry that
uses strict grammar
and structure to
describe situations that
are inherently absurd.

A prime example is the
poem "Jabberwocky,"
which appears in the
sequel, Through the
Looking-Glass. The
poem is filled with
invented words like
"slithy," "borogoves,"
and "mome raths," yet
it follows the structure
of a heroic epic
perfectly. Readers can
understand the plot—a
hero slays a
monster—even though
the words themselves
are invented. This
playful manipulation of
language and logic is

the hallmark of the
genius that created
Wonderland. It
challenges readers to
think about how rules,
both social and
linguistic, shape our
reality.

Adaptatio
ns and

Enduring
Popularit

y

Few works have been
adapted as extensively
as this one. The most
famous adaptation is
likely Disney's 1951
animated film, which,
while taking liberties
with the plot,
successfully introduced
the story to a massive
global audience.
However, the story of



Alice In Wonderland
written by Carroll has
been adapted in
countless other ways,
including:

1. Silent films:
Numerous
versions were
made in the early
20th century.

. Tim Burton's
2010 film: A
darker, more
action-oriented
take that treated
the story as a
return visit for an
older Alice.

. Ballet and
Opera: The
surreal nature of
the story lends
itself perfectly to
non-verbal
performance.

. Video games:
Franchises like
American
McGee's Alice
offer a dark,
gothic
interpretation of

10

the world.

. Literature:
Authors have
written prequels,
sequels, and
retellings from
the perspectives
of other
characters, such
as The Looking
Glass Wars by
Frank Beddor.

Common
Misconce
ptions
About the
Author

When exploring Alice
In Wonderland
written by Lewis
Carroll, it is important
to address some
common myths. First,
there is the persistent

10
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rumor that Carroll was
under the influence of
drugs when writing the
story. There is no
historical evidence to
support this. Carroll
was a conservative
Victorian gentleman, a
deacon, and a man
deeply concerned with
order and morality. The
surreal nature of the
text stems from his
fascination with logic
and dreams, not from
substance use.

Another misconception
is that the book is a
simple, carefree fairy
tale. While it is
certainly whimsical, it
is also a complex satire
of the Victorian
educational system,
legal system, and
social hierarchy. The
Caucus Race satirizes
political campaigns,
the trial of the Knave of
Hearts satirizes the
justice system, and the
constant lessons from

11

the Duchess and the
Queen satirize the rigid
education of the time.
Understanding that
Alice In Wonderland
written by Carroll was
intended to be both
entertaining and
intellectually
stimulating helps
readers appreciate its
depth.

The
Sequel:
Through
the
Looking-
Glass

No discussion of the
author's work is
complete without
mentioning the sequel.
In 1871, Carroll



published Through the
Looking-Glass, and
What Alice Found
There. This book is
structurally  different
from the first. It is
based on a chess
game, with Alice
moving as a pawn to
become a queen. It
introduced iconic
characters like Humpty
Dumpty, Tweedledee
and Tweedledum, and
the Red Queen. The
story of Alice In
Wonderland written
by Carroll is often
considered to be both
books together, as
they form a complete
narrative arc for Alice's
growth from a child to
a young woman who is
confident enough to
confront the nonsense
around her.

Why the

12

Book
Matters
Today

In an age of digital
overload and constant
information, the story

of Alice In
Wonderland written
by Lewis Carroll
remains remarkably
relevant. It is a
celebration of
creativity, curiosity,
and the courage to
question authority.

Alice is a resilient,
sensible heroine who
navigates a world that
makes no sense. She
asks questions, stands
up for herself, and
eventually learns to
play by her own rules.

The book also serves
as a reminder of the
value of nonsense and
play. In a world that
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often demands strict
adherence to logic and
productivity,

Wonderland offers a
space for pure
imagination. The

enduring popularity of
the text proves that
the human need for
wonder, curiosity, and
a little bit of chaos is
timeless. The fact that
Alice In Wonderland
written by a quiet
mathematician
continues to inspire
artists, filmmakers, and
readers 150 years later
is a testament to the
power of a good story.
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Conclusio
n

To understand the
literary world of talking
rabbits and mad
queens, one must first
appreciate the brilliant,
paradoxical mind that
created it. The simple
answer to the question
of Alice In
Wonderland written
by whom is Lewis
Carroll, the pen name
of Charles Lutwidge
Dodg



