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INTRODUCTION TO
BLUETOOTH
PAIRING

In  our  increasingly
w i r e l e s s  w o r l d ,
Bluetooth  technology
h a s  b e c o m e  t h e
backbone  of  how  we
connect devices.  From
wirelessly  listening  to
mus ic  on  a  pa i r  o f
h e a d p h o n e s  t o
transferring  files
between  phones  or
using a  hands-free kit
in  your  car,  Bluetooth
p a i r i n g  i s  a
fundamental  skill.  But
for many, the question
" H o w  t o  p a i r

Bluetooth  devices"
can still be a source of
frustration.  This  guide
will  walk  you  through
the  s tep -by - s tep
process for a variety of
common  dev ices ,
helping you master the
Bluetooth  pa i r ing
p r o c e s s  a n d
t roub leshoot  any
connection issues that
arise.
Bluetooth  pairing  is
essentially  a  two-step
process:  making  one
device  "discoverable"
and  then  selecting  it
from  another  device's
list.  While  the  core
concept  remains  the
s a m e ,  t h e  e x a c t
method  can  vary  by
d e v i c e  t y p e  a n d
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operating  system.
Understanding  the
basics  of  Bluetooth
connectivity will save
you  time  and  ensure
your  gadgets  work
seamlessly together.

GETTING STARTED:
THE UNIVERSAL
STEPS FOR
BLUETOOTH
PAIRING

Before  div ing  into
specific device types, it
helps  to  understand
the universal principles
that  apply  to  almost
every Bluetooth pairing
scenario.  These  steps
form the foundation for
h o w  t o  c o n n e c t
Bluetooth  devices
successfully.

Enable1.
Bluetooth on
both devices.
This may sound
obvious, but it is
often the first
thing to check.

Look for the
Bluetooth icon or
toggle in your
device's settings.
Put the2.
accessory in
pairing mode.
Most Bluetooth
speakers,
headphones, and
other peripherals
have a dedicated
button or a
specific
combination of
buttons to enter
pairing mode.
This usually
involves holding
down the power
button or a
Bluetooth button
until a light
flashes (often red
and blue).
Scan for3.
available
devices. On
your primary
device (e.g.,
phone,
computer,
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tablet), open the
Bluetooth
settings and
select "Scan,"
"Search for
devices," or "Add
new device."
Select the4.
device from
the list. Your
accessory should
appear in the list
under a name
like "JBL Flip 5"
or
"WH-1000XM4."
Tap or click on it.
Confirm the5.
pairing code.
Sometimes a
code will appear
on both screens.
Verify that the
numbers match
and confirm. If no
code is required,
the devices may
pair
automatically.
Wait for6.
confirmation.
Once connected,

you will usually
hear a sound,
see a solid light
on the accessory,
or receive a
"Connected"
notification on
your phone.

These  universal  steps
form the core of  how
to  sync  Bluetooth
devices across almost
any  brand  or  model.
H o w e v e r ,  s u b t l e
differences  exist,  and
the  following  sections
will break down pairing
for  the  most  common
device categories.

PAIRING
BLUETOOTH WITH
SMARTPHONES
AND TABLETS

Pairing
with an
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iPhone or
iPad (iOS)
Apple  devices  use  a
streamlined  Bluetooth
pairing process. Here is
how to  pair  Bluetooth
devices with an iPhone
or iPad:

Open the
Settings app
and tap
Bluetooth.
Toggle the
Bluetooth switch
to On (green).
Your device will
automatically
start scanning.
Ensure your
accessory (e.g.,
headphones,
speaker) is in
pairing mode.
Under "Other
Devices," you will
see a list of
available
devices. Tap the

name of your
accessory.
If a passkey is
required, enter it
(often 0000 or
1234) or confirm
when both
devices display
the same code.
Once connected,
the device will
move to "My
Devices" and
show as
"Connected."

T h e  B l u e t o o t h
pairing  process  on
iOS  is  generally  very
smooth, especially with
Apple's  own  products
like AirPods, which use
a  proprietary  chip  for
instant pairing.

Pairing
with an
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Android
Phone or

Tablet
Android  devices  vary
s l i g h t l y  b y
m a n u f a c t u r e r
(Samsung,  Google,
OnePlus, etc.), but the
core  steps  remain
consistent for  how to
connect  Bluetooth
devices  on  Android:

Swipe down from
the top of the
screen to access
the Quick
Settings panel
and tap the
Bluetooth icon
to turn it on.
Alternatively, go
to Settings >
Connections >
Bluetooth (on
Samsung) or
Settings >
Connected

devices >
Bluetooth (on
stock Android).
Ensure the
toggle is
enabled.
Tap Pair new
device or Scan.
Your phone will
search for nearby
Bluetooth
devices. Make
sure your
accessory is in
pairing mode.
Select the device
from the list and
confirm any
pairing requests.
Some Android
phones may ask
you to grant
permission for
the accessory to
access contacts
or media – this is
safe to allow.

An  important  tip  for
Android  users  is  to
e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r
phone's  Bluetooth
discoverability  is



6

6 How To Pair Bluetooth Devices 2024-09-23

turned on. Usually, it is
a c t i v e  w h i l e  t h e
Bluetooth  settings
screen  is  open.

PAIRING
BLUETOOTH
HEADPHONES,
EARBUDS, AND
SPEAKERS

Wireless audio devices
a r e  t h e  m o s t
common ly  pa i red
accesso r i e s .  The
process  for  how  to
p a i r  B l u e t o o t h
h e a d p h o n e s  o r
speakers  is  nearly
identical.

True
Wireless
Earbuds
(e.g.,

AirPods,
Galaxy
Buds,
Sony WF
series)

Remove the1.
earbuds from the
charging case.
They will often
enter pairing
mode
automatically.
If they don't, look2.
for a button on
the case (usually
on the back).
Press and hold it
until the LED
flashes.
Open Bluetooth3.
settings on your
phone and select
the earbuds from
the list. For
AirPods with an
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iPhone, a pop-up
appears
automatically.
Once paired, the4.
earbuds will
connect to your
phone every time
you take them
out of the case.

Over-Ear
Headpho
nes or
Portable
Speakers

Power on the1.
device. If it has
not been paired
before, it may
enter pairing
mode
automatically.
Look for a
blinking LED
(usually blue and

red).
If not, press and2.
hold the Power
button for 5–10
seconds or a
dedicated
Bluetooth
button (often
marked with the
Bluetooth
symbol).
On your phone or3.
computer, scan
for devices and
select the name
of your
headphones or
speaker.
Some speakers,4.
like the JBL
Charge series,
allow you to pair
multiple phones
at once via "JBL
Connect" – but
the initial pairing
follows the same
process.

One common question
about  how  to  sync
Bluetooth devices  is
whether  you  can  pair
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two speakers at once.
This requires a feature
like  "Party  Mode"  or
" D u a l  A u d i o "
( S a m s u n g )  –  n o t
standard  Bluetooth
pairing.  Check  your
device's  manual  for
multi-speaker  options.

PAIRING
BLUETOOTH IN
YOUR CAR

Using Bluetooth in your
car for hands-free calls
and media streaming is
essential  for  safety.
The method for how to
p a i r  B l u e t o o t h
dev ices  in  a  car
varies by vehicle make
and  model,  but  the
general  workflow  is  as
follows:

Start your car1.
and ensure the
infotainment
system is on.
Go to the2.
Settings or
Phone menu on

your car's
display.
Select3.
Bluetooth or
Add New
Device.
The car will start4.
searching for
phones. On your
phone, enable
Bluetooth and
make it
discoverable.
Your car's5.
system should
appear on your
phone as a
device (e.g.,
"Honda Accord"
or "BMW X3").
Tap it.
A PIN may6.
appear on both
screens – confirm
that it matches.
Some cars
require you to
enter a passkey
like 0000 on the
phone.
Once paired, you7.
may need to
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allow the car to
access your
contacts and
messages for full
functionality.

P r o  t i p  f o r  c a r
pairing:  If  you  have
multiple drivers,  many
cars allow you to store
several paired phones.
You can usually switch
between them from the
Bluetooth  settings
menu. For a smoother
Bluetooth  pairing
process,  delete  old
pairing data if you sell
the car.

PAIRING
BLUETOOTH ON A
WINDOWS PC OR
MAC

Windows
10 and

11
Pai r ing  B luetooth
devices  with  a  PC  is
straightforward  if  you
know where to look:

Click the Start
button, then
Settings (gear
icon).
Select
Bluetooth &
devices
(Windows 11) or
Devices >
Bluetooth &
other devices
(Windows 10).
Toggle Bluetooth
On.
Click Add
Bluetooth or
other device
(the + icon).
Choose
Bluetooth.
Your PC will scan.
Ensure your
accessory is in
pairing mode.
Select it from the
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list.
Follow any on-
screen prompts
(e.g., confirm the
PIN, or wait for
the driver to
install).

Windows  sometimes
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h
B l u e t o o t h
connectivity  due  to
dr iver  i ssues .  I f  a
device  doesn't  pair,
check Device Manager
to ensure the Bluetooth
adapter  is  working
properly.

macOS
(MacBook
, iMac,
Mac Mini)

Click the Apple
menu > System
Settings (or
System

Preferences).
Click Bluetooth.
Turn Bluetooth
On if it isn't.
Put your
accessory in
pairing mode. It
should appear in
the list of
devices.
Click Connect
next to the
device. Some
devices may
require a
passkey – the
system will
prompt you.

Macs  are  generally
reliable  for  how  to
connect  Bluetooth
devices, but you may
sometimes  need  to
reset  the  Bluetooth
m o d u l e  u s i n g  a
terminal  command
(sudo pkill  bluetoothd)
if problems persist.

PAIRING
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BLUETOOTH WITH
SMART TVS AND
STREAMING

DEVICES

Many  modern  smart
TVs  allow you  to  pair
Bluetooth  headphones
or speakers for private
listening.  Here  is  a
general guide for how
to  pair  Bluetooth
devices  with  a  TV:

Open your TV's1.
Settings menu.
Navigate to2.
Sound or Audio
settings, then
look for
Bluetooth
Audio or Sound
Output.
Select Add3.
Device or Pair
New Device.
Put your4.
headphones or
speaker in
pairing mode.
Select the device5.
from the TV
screen and

confirm any PIN.
Audio will now6.
stream through
the Bluetooth
accessory.

Not  all  TVs  support
Bluetooth audio output
–  older  models  may
only support input (like
a phone connecting to
the  TV  for  media) .
C h e c k  y o u r  T V ' s
manual. For streaming
devices  l ike  Roku,
Amazon  Fire  Stick,  or
Apple  TV,  the process
is  s imilar  via  their
respective  settings
menus.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON
BLUETOOTH
PAIRING
PROBLEMS

Even  with  a  perfect
understanding  of  how
to  sync  Bluetooth
devices,  issues  can
arise.  Here  are  the
m o s t  f r e q u e n t
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problems  and  their
solutions:

Device
Not
Showing

Up in the
List

Ensure the
accessory is in


