
Transitive And Intransitive Verbs Worksheet 1

Transitive And Intransitive Verbs
Worksheet

Transitive And
Intransitive Verbs
Worksheet

Downloaded from
app.ardentx.com by

Daphne & Curtis

MASTERING GRAMMAR: THE
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO USING A
TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE
VERBS WORKSHEET

Grammar can often feel  like  a  puzzle,
with  each  piece  needing  to  fit  perfectly
to  create  a  clear  picture.  Among  the
most fundamental pieces of that puzzle
are  verbs—specifically,  understanding
the  distinction  between  transitive  and
intransitive  verbs.  This  concept  is  a
cornerstone of  sentence structure,  and
mastering  it  can  significantly  improve
b o t h  y o u r  w r i t i n g  a n d  y o u r
communication skills. Whether you are a
student  preparing  for  an  exam,  a
teacher  looking  for  effective  resources,
or  a  non-native  English  speaker  refining
your  knowledge,  a  well-designed
transitive  and  intransitive  verbs
worksheet is one of the most powerful
tools you can use. In this comprehensive
guide,  we will  break down what  these
verbs are,  explore their  differences,  and
show you exactly  how to  use practice
exercises to achieve grammar mastery.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE:
WHAT ARE TRANSITIVE VERBS?

A transitive verb is an action verb that
requires a direct object to complete its
meaning. In simpler terms, the action of
the verb is transferred from the subject
to something or someone else. Without

this  object,  the  sentence  would  feel
incomplete.  For  example,  in  the
sentence "She reads a book," the verb
"reads" is transitive because the action
is being done to "a book," which is the
direct  object.  If  you  simply  said  "She
reads," the listener might naturally ask,
"Reads what?" That question signals that
the  verb  expects  an  object  to  finish  the
thought.
Common  examples  of  transitive  verbs
include "throw," "eat," "love," "buy," and
"write." In each case, the verb needs a
receiver of the action: throw a ball, eat
an apple, love music, buy a car, write a
letter. When you are working through a
transitive  and  intransitive  verbs
worksheet, you will often be asked to
identify  the  verb  and  then  locate  its
direct object. This exercise reinforces the
idea that not all verbs function the same
way in a sentence.

Key
Characteristics of
Transitive Verbs

They always have a direct object.
The direct object answers the
question "what?" or "whom?" after
the verb.
They can be used in both active
and passive voice (e.g., "He kicked
the ball" / "The ball was kicked").
Some transitive verbs can take
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two objects (direct and indirect),
such as in "She gave him a gift."

EXPLORING THE COUNTERPART:
WHAT ARE INTRANSITIVE VERBS?

An intransitive verb, by contrast,  is an
action verb that does not require a direct
object. The action stays with the subject
or is complete in itself. For instance, in
the  sentence  "The  baby  sleeps,"  the
verb "sleeps" is intransitive. There is no
object receiving the action—the baby is
simply performing the action. You would
not say "The baby sleeps a bed" because
that  would be grammatically  incorrect.
Intransitive verbs often describe states
of being, movements, or processes that
do not transfer to another entity.
Common  intransitive  verbs  include
"arrive,"  "cry,"  "laugh,"  "fall,"  "sit,"
"stand,"  and  "go."  For  example,  "He
arrived late" is a complete thought. You
do not need to say "He arrived late the
station" because "arrived" does not take
a direct object. However, it is important
to note that many verbs can function as
both  transit ive  and  intransit ive
depending on how they are used. This
flexibility  is  precisely  why  a  transitive
and intransitive verbs worksheet  is
such  a  valuable  resource—it  helps
learners  see  the  verb  in  different
contexts  and  understand  how  its  role
changes.

Key
Characteristics of
Intransitive

Verbs
They do not take a direct object.
The sentence is grammatically
complete without any additional
noun or pronoun after the verb.
They often work with adverbs or
prepositional phrases to provide
more information (e.g., "He runs
quickly" or "She sat on the chair").
They cannot be used in the
passive voice because there is no
object to become the subject.

THE CRITICAL DIFFERENCE:
TRANSITIVE VS. INTRANSITIVE
VERBS

The  simplest  way  to  tell  the  difference
between a transitive and an intransitive
verb is to ask the question "what?" or
"whom?"  right  after  the  verb.  If  the
answer is a noun or pronoun that directly
receives  the  act ion,  the  verb  is
transitive. If no answer is required or if
the answer is a prepositional phrase, the
verb is likely intransitive. Let us look at a
few comparative examples to make this
clear.
Consider the verb "run." In the sentence
"She runs a business," the verb "runs" is
transitive  because  "a  business"  is  the
direct  object.  But  in  "She  runs  every
m o r n i n g , "  t h e  v e r b  " r u n s "  i s
intransitive—no  object  is  needed.
Similarly,  "He  reads  newspapers"
(transitive) versus "He reads before bed"
(intransitive).  This  dual  nature  is
common in English, and it is one of the
reasons  why  grammar  practice  with
worksheets  is  so  effective.  By  working
through  multiple  sentences,  you  train
your  brain  to  quickly  recognize  the
structure and apply the correct label.
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COMMON PITFALLS AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Many learners struggle with this concept
because they assume every action verb
needs an object.  This  is  not  true,  and
forcing an object into a sentence with an
intransitive verb can lead to awkward or
incorrect  constructions.  Another
common  mistake  is  confus ing  a
prepositional phrase with a direct object.
For example, in "He laughed at the joke,"
"the joke" is the object of the preposition
"at,"  not  a  direct  object  of  the  verb.
There fo re ,  " laughed"  remains
intransitive.  A  quality  transitive  and
intransitive  verbs  worksheet  will
include  sentences  that  test  this  exact
distinction,  helping  you  avoid  these
errors  through  repeated  exposure  and
practice.

WHY WORKSHEETS ARE THE
PERFECT TOOL FOR MASTERING
VERB TYPES

Worksheets  provide  structured,
repetitive  practice  that  is  essential  for
internalizing  grammatical  rules.  Unlike
passive reading or listening, a worksheet
requires  active engagement.  You must
read each sentence,  analyze the verb,
determine if  an object  is  present,  and
decide whether the verb is transitive or
intransitive. This active learning process
strengthens neural pathways and makes
the  information  stick.  Furthermore,
worksheets  can  be  easily  tailored  to
different  skill  levels,  from  beginner
exercises that simply ask you to identify
the verb and object to advanced tasks
that involve sentence transformation or
error correction.

What to Expect
in a Typical
Worksheet

Identification exercises: Read a1.
list of sentences and mark each
verb as transitive (T) or
intransitive (I).
Underlining tasks: Underline the2.
verb in each sentence and circle
the direct object if there is one.
Completion activities: Fill in the3.
blank with an appropriate object to
make an intransitive verb
transitive, or vice versa.
Sentence rewriting: Change4.
sentences from active to passive
voice (only possible with transitive
verbs) to reinforce the concept.
Error detection: Find and correct5.
mistakes in sentences where
transitive and intransitive verbs
are used incorrectly.
Creative writing: Write your own6.
sentences using a given list of
verbs in both transitive and
intransitive forms.

Each of  these exercise types serves a
specific  purpose.  Identification  tasks
bui ld  recogni t ion  speed,  whi le
completion and rewriting tasks develop
production  skills.  A  comprehensive
transitive  and  intransitive  verbs
worksheet will typically include a mix of
all these formats to challenge learners in
different ways.

HOW TO USE A WORKSHEET
EFFECTIVELY: TIPS FOR
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Simply  completing  a  worksheet  from



4

4 Transitive And Intransitive Verbs Worksheet 2023-02-07

start  to  finish  is  not  enough.  To  truly
master  the  concept,  you  need  to
approach it strategically. Here are some
practical tips for getting the most out of
your practice time.

For Students
Read each sentence aloud:
Hearing the sentence helps you
sense whether the verb feels
complete without an object.
Ask the test question: After
identifying the verb, ask yourself
"Verb + what?" or "Verb + whom?"
If an answer appears directly in
the sentence, the verb is
transitive.
Check for prepositional
phrases: If the noun following the
verb is part of a prepositional
phrase (e.g., "on the table," "with
friends"), the verb is likely
intransitive.
Review your mistakes: Do not
just look at the correct answer.
Spend time understanding why
you made the error and what the
correct reasoning should be.
Repeat after a few days:
Spaced repetition is proven to
improve long-term retention.
Revisit the worksheet after a week
to see if you can improve your
score.

For Teachers
Use worksheets as a
diagnostic tool: Before teaching
the concept, give students a short
worksheet to see what they
already know.
Combine with group work: Have
students complete part of the

worksheet individually, then
discuss their answers in small
groups to encourage peer learning.
Incorporate gamification: Turn
the worksheet into a timed
challenge or a team competition to
increase engagement.
Provide scaffolded versions:
Offer easier worksheets for
struggling learners and more
complex ones for advanced
students.
Follow up with writing tasks:
After the worksheet, ask students
to write a short paragraph using a
specified number of transitive and
intransitive verbs. This shows
them how the concept applies in
real writing.

BEYOND THE WORKSHEET:
ADDITIONAL STRATEGIES FOR
GRAMMAR MASTERY

While  worksheets  are  excellent,  they
should  not  be  your  only  resource.  To
truly  internalize  the  difference  between
transitive and intransitive verbs,  try to
integrate  the  concept  into  your  daily
language use.  When you read a book,
article,  or  even  a  social  media  post,
pause  occasionally  and  analyze  the
verbs. Ask yourself whether each verb is
transitive  or  intransitive.  This  simple
habit can turn everyday reading into a
powerful  grammar  practice  session.
You can also keep a journal where you
intentionally write sentences using both
types of verbs. Over time, these habits
will make the distinction feel automatic.
Another  effective  strategy  is  to  create
your own transitive and intransitive
verbs  worksheet.  Choose  ten  verbs
that  can  be  used  both  ways,  such  as
"grow," "taste," "smell," "feel," "prove,"
and "turn." Write two sentences for each
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verb: one where it is transitive and one
where  it  is  intransitive.  Then,  ask  a
friend  or  classmate  to  complete  your
worksheet.  Teaching  a  concept  to
someone else is one of the best ways to
solidify your own understanding.

CONCLUSION: UNLOCK YOUR
FULL POTENTIAL WITH FOCUSED
PRACTICE

Understanding  the  difference  between
transitive  and intransitive  verbs  is  not
just about passing a grammar test—it is
about  gaining  clarity  and  control  over
your  language.  When  you  know  how
verbs work, you can write more precise
sentences,  avoid  common  errors,  and
commun ica te  you r  i deas  w i th
confidence.  A  transitive  and

intransitive verbs worksheet  is  one
of  the  most  accessible  and  effective
tools  for  achieving  this  mastery.  By
combining structured practice with real-
world  application,  you  can  turn  a
confusing  grammatical  concept  into  a
natural part of your skill set.
Remember,  grammar  is  not  a  set  of
arbitrary rules; it is the framework that
allows  us  to  express  our  thoughts
clearly. The more you practice, the more
intuitive these distinctions will become.
So whether you are a student, a teacher,
or  a  lifelong learner,  take the time to
work through a quality worksheet. Your
writing will thank you, and your readers
will  notice  the  difference.  Start  today,
and  watch  your  language  skills  grow
stronger  with  every  sentence  you
analyze.


