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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
POWER OF
VERONA’S MOST
FAMOUS FEUD

For over four centuries,
the  tragic  tale  of  two
star-crossed lovers has
captivated  audiences,
readers,  and  scholars
alike. Few works in the
English language boast
a cast as vividly drawn
or  as  emot iona l ly
r e s o n a n t  a s
Shakespeare’s  Romeo
a n d  J u l i e t .
Understanding the list
of characters Romeo

and Juliet offers is the
first  step  toward
app rec i a t i ng  the
i n t r i c a t e  w e b  o f
passion, pride, and fate
that  drives  the  play
t o w a r d  i t s
h e a r t b r e a k i n g
conclusion.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
preparing for an exam,
a theatre enthusiast, or
a  l i fe long  learner
revisiting  a  classic,  a
thorough exploration of
these  charac te rs
reveals  the  genius
behind  Shakespeare’s
storytelling. This article
p r o v i d e s  a
comprehensive  guide
to  every  major  and
m i n o r  p l a y e r ,
e x a m i n i n g  t h e i r
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motivat ions,  their
relationships, and their
cruc ia l  ro le  in  the
drama that unfolds.

THE STAR-
CROSSED
PROTAGONISTS

At  the  heart  of  the
tragedy  stand  two
young  people  whose
love  defies  the
boundaries  of  their
warring  families.  Their
n a m e s  a r e
synonymous  w i th
romance,  but  their
characters  are  far
more  complex  than
simple  archetypes.

Romeo
Montague
The  son  of  Lord  and
Lady Montague, Romeo
begins  the  play  as  a
melancholic  youth
languishing  over  an
unrequited  love  for  a

w o m a n  n a m e d
R o s a l i n e .  H i s
passionate  nature  is
i m m e d i a t e l y
establ ished;  he  is
impulsive,  poetic,  and
driven  entirely  by  his
emotions.  When  he
meets  Jul iet  at  the
Capulet  feast ,  h is
infatuation  transforms
i n s t a n t l y  i n t o  a
pro found  and  a l l -
c o n s u m i n g  l o v e .
Romeo’s  tragic  flaw  is
his impetuousness. He
marries  Juliet  within
hours  of  meeting  her,
kills  Tybalt  in  a  fit  of
rage  after  Mercutio’s
death,  and  ultimately
takes his own life upon
falsely  believing  Juliet
is  dead.  His  journey
from a lovesick boy to
a  desperate,  fatalistic
h u s b a n d  i s  t h e
emotional  core  of  the
play. He is a character
who  feels  everything
with  an  intensity  that
ultimately  destroys



List Of Characters Romeo And Juliet 3

3

him.

Juliet
Capulet
At  just  thirteen  years
old,  Juliet  Capulet  is
arguably  the  most
mature  and  level -
headed  character  in
the  p lay .  In i t ia l ly
obedient  and  naive,
s h e  t r a n s f o r m s
dramatical ly  upon
fall ing  in  love  with
Romeo.  Where Romeo
is reckless, Juliet often
displays  a  pragmatic
clarity.  She  questions
the meaning of names
and social  boundaries,
famously  pondering,
“What’s  in  a  name?”
Her love is not merely
romantic fantasy; it is a
conscious choice made
in  defiance  of  her
family  and  society.
Jul iet ’s  courage  is
r e m a r k a b l e .  S h e
agrees  to  a  secret

marriage,  devises  a
plan  to  fake  her  own
death,  and  when  the
plan  goes  awry,  she
makes  the  ultimate
sacrifice.  Her  strength
and  determination
make her a compelling
and  tragic  heroine,
caught  between  the
demands of her family
and  the  cal l  of  her
heart.

THE HOUSE OF
MONTAGUE

Romeo’s  fami ly  i s
central to the feud that
propels the plot. While
l e ss  p rominen t l y
featured  than  the
C a p u l e t s ,  t h e
Montagues  provide
crucial  context for the
conflict.

Lord
Montague:
Romeo’s father.
He is deeply
concerned about
his son’s
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melancholy
behavior at the
start of the play.
He is a party to
the long-standing
feud, but unlike
Tybalt, he
appears more
weary of the
conflict than
eager to
perpetuate it. He
is a figure of
authority and
paternal concern,
though he
struggles to
understand his
son.
Lady
Montague:
Romeo’s mother.
She is a gentle
and loving figure
who dies of grief
at the end of the
play when she
learns of her
son’s
banishment. Her
death
underscores the

collateral
damage of the
feud, showing
that the violence
does not only
claim the young
but also breaks
the hearts of
their parents.
Benvolio
(Montague):
Romeo’s cousin
and best friend.
His name is
derived from the
Italian word for
“good will,” and
he lives up to it.
Benvolio is the
voice of reason
and peace
throughout the
play. He
attempts to
break up the
initial street
brawl, tries to
distract Romeo
from his
heartache, and
consistently
advises caution.
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He is the moral
compass of the
younger
generation,
making his
failure to prevent
the final tragedy
all the more
poignant.
Abraham
(Montague): A
servant of the
Montague house
who participates
in the opening
brawl. He is a
minor character
but serves to
establish the
pervasive nature
of the feud
among all social
classes.
Balthasar
(Montague):
Romeo’s loyal
servant. He is
the bearer of the
tragic news of
Juliet’s “death”
to Romeo in
Mantua. His

genuine affection
for Romeo is
clear, and he
inadvertently
sets the final
catastrophe in
motion by
delivering the
false report.

THE HOUSE OF
CAPULET

The  Capulet  family  is
more  complex  and
deeply involved in the
plot, providing much of
the  conflict  and
dramatic  tension.

Lord Capulet:
Juliet’s father. He
is a complex and
volatile figure.
Initially, he
appears to be a
loving, protective
parent, telling
Paris that Juliet is
too young to
marry and that
he will not force
her into a match.
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However, his
temper is fierce.
When Juliet
refuses to marry
Paris, his rage is
terrifying and
abusive. He
threatens to
disown her,
calling her
“baggage” and
“green-sickness
carrion.” His
transformation
from a seemingly
reasonable
patriarch to a
tyrannical father
is a key driver of
the tragedy. He
represents the
oppressive
authority of the
older generation.
Lady Capulet:
Juliet’s mother.
She is a distant,
formal figure,
more concerned
with social status
than with her
daughter’s

emotional well-
being. She
married young
and expects
Juliet to do the
same. She is
eager for Juliet to
marry Paris,
seeing it as a
social
advancement.
Her inability to
provide comfort
or understanding
to Juliet forces
her daughter to
turn elsewhere
for support,
driving her closer
to the Nurse and
ultimately to
Friar Laurence.
Tybalt
(Capulet):
Juliet’s fiery and
aggressive
cousin. He is the
embodiment of
the feud. Tybalt
is a brilliant
swordsman with
a deep-seated
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hatred for the
Montagues. He is
the primary
antagonist of the
play, constantly
seeking conflict.
His killing of
Mercutio is the
turning point of
the drama, and
his own death at
Romeo’s hands
seals the lovers’
fate. Tybalt is a
character of
pure, unyielding
pride and rage,
with no room for
compromise or
love.
The Nurse:
Juliet’s closest
confidante and
caretaker. She is
a comic figure,
often bawdy and
gossipy, but she
is also deeply
affectionate
towards Juliet.
The Nurse plays
a crucial role as

the go-between
for the lovers,
arranging the
secret marriage.
Her love for Juliet
is genuine, but it
is also
pragmatic. When
Juliet is
threatened with
disownment, the
Nurse advises
her to forget
Romeo and
marry Paris. This
betrayal of
emotional loyalty
is a devastating
moment for
Juliet, who feels
utterly alone.
The Nurse
represents the
common, worldly
perspective,
which cannot
comprehend the
depth of Juliet’s
love.
Peter
(Capulet): An
illiterate servant



8

8 List Of Characters Romeo And
Juliet

2023-05-05

of the Capulet
house. He plays
a minor but
important role by
accidentally
inviting Romeo
to the Capulet
feast, setting the
entire plot in
motion.
Sampson &
Gregory
(Capulet): Two
servants of the
Capulet
household. They
are crude,
boastful, and
eager to fight.
The opening
scene of the play
features their
vulgar jokes and
their instigation
of the brawl with
the Montague
servants. They
establish the
base, ugly reality
of the feud that
exists below the
nobility.

THE NEUTRAL
PARTIES:
AUTHORITY AND
FATE

B e t w e e n  t h e  t w o
warring  houses  stand
several characters who
r e p r e s e n t  o r d e r ,
wisdom,  or  fate.  They
are the observers and
influencers,  often
powerless  to  prevent
the  tragedy.

Prince
Escalus
(Verona)
The  ruling  Prince  of
Verona .  He  i s  the
ult imate  authority
figure,  representing
law and order in a city
torn  apart  by  c iv i l
strife.  He  is  weary  of
t h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d
delivers  the  decree
that  Romeo’s  death
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s e n t e n c e  w i l l  b e
c o m m u t e d  t o
banishment.  Prince
Escalus  is  a  just  but
ultimately  ineffective
ruler.  His  inability  to
prevent  the  ongoing
feuds  highlights  the
limits of political power
when faced with deep-
s e a t e d  p e r s o n a l
hatred. His final speech
serves  as  a  mora l
summary,  holding  the
families  accountable
for  the  tragedy.

Mercutio
(Kinsman
to the
Prince)
Often  considered  the
play’s  most  brilliant
and  witty  character,
Mercutio  is  neither  a
M o n t a g u e  n o r  a
Capulet,  but  a  close

friend of Romeo. He is
a master  of  wordplay,
p u n s ,  a n d  b a w d y
humor.  His  famous
“Queen  Mab”  speech
r e v e a l s  a  d a r k ,
imag ina t i ve ,  and
cynical view of dreams
and  love.  Mercutio  is
the  life  of  the  party,
but he is also a volatile
and  hot-tempered
y o u n g  m a n .  H i s
decision  to  fight  Tybalt
on  Romeo’s  behalf
leads  directly  to  his
own  death.  Mercutio’s
dying curse, “A plague
o’  both  your  houses!”
is the turning point of
the  play,  transforming
the  romantic  comedy
into a dark tragedy. His
death is senseless and
b r u t a l ,  a  s t a r k
reminder that the feud
destroys  the  innocent
as well as the guilty.
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Friar
Laurence
(Francisc

an Friar)
A  wise  and  learned
man  who  acts  as  a
mentor to Romeo and
later to Juliet.  He is a
b o t a n i s t  a n d  a
philosopher, fascinated
by the duality of nature
and  humanity—the
capacity  for  good and
evil  in  every  l iving
thing.  He  agrees  to
marry Romeo and Juliet
in  secret,  believing
their  union  might  end
the feud between their
families. This is a well-
i n t e n t i o n e d  b u t
d i s a s t r o u s
miscalculation.  He  is
the  architect  of  the
plan  to  fake  Juliet’s
death, a scheme that is

overly  complex  and
r e l i e s  o n  p e r f e c t
timing.  Friar  Laurence
r e p r e s e n t s  g o o d
intentions that lead to
catastrophic  results.
He  is  a  tragic  figure  of
failed wisdom, the well-
meaning  adult  who
cannot  control  the
chaotic passions of the
young.

Friar John
(Francisc
an Friar)
A  minor  but  pivotal
character. He is tasked
with  delivering  Friar
Laurence’s  crucial
letter  to  Romeo  in
Mantua explaining the
plan. He is quarantined
due to a plague scare
and fails to deliver the
m e s s a g e .  H i s
misfortune  is  a  prime
example of the role of
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fate  and  bad  luck  in
t h e  t r a g e d y ,  a
seemingly  random
e v e n t  t h a t  h a s
d e v a s t a t i n g
consequences.

Count
Paris
(Kinsman
to the
Prince)
A wealthy,  handsome,
and  well-connected
nobleman who seeks to
marry Juliet. He is the
“acceptable”  suitor
a p p r o v e d  b y  h e r
parents.  Par is  is  a
decent  man,  deeply
respectful of Juliet and
genuinely  mourning
her “death.” He is a foil
t o  R o m e o :  t h e
approved,  social ly
correct  match  versus

t h e  f o r b i d d e n ,
passionate  love.  His
presence creates much
o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l
pressure  on  Juliet  to
marry, and his death at
the  hands  of  a  grief-
stricken Romeo in the
tomb  is  one  of  the
play’s  final,  tragic
ironies.

The
Apotheca
ry
A poor, desperate man
l i v i ng  i n  Man tua .
Romeo  buys  the  fatal
po i son  f r om  h im ,
recognizing  the  man’s
desperation and need.
The  Apothecary  is  a
symbol  of  the  moral
decay and poverty that
exist on the margins of
Veronese  society,  and
his  willingness  to  sell
d e a t h  f o r  m o n e y
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underscores the tragic
choices characters are
forced to make.

The
Chorus
The play opens with a
single actor speaking a
sonnet.  The  Chorus
provides  the  audience
with  the  essent ia l
background—the  feud,
the  “star -crossed
l o v e r s , ”  a n d  t h e
inevitability  of  their
tragic end. The Chorus
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
framework of fate from

the  very  first  lines,
r e m i n d i n g  t h e
audience  that  this
story  i s  not  about
surprise,  but  about
h o w  t h e  t r a g e d y
unfolds.

CHARACTER
RELATIONSHIPS

AND DRAMATIC
DYNAMICS

Understanding the list
of characters Romeo
and Juliet  presents is
only half the story. The
real genius of the play
lies in the relationships
between  them.  The
passionate


