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How Big Is A
Tennis Court
INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE DIMENSIONS
OF A TENNIS
COURT

When you watch a
professional tennis
match on television or
step onto a local
community court, one
question that often
crosses the mind of
players and fans alike
is: how big is a
tennis court? The
answer might seem
straightforward, but
the dimensions of a
tennis court are

carefully standardized
by international
governing bodies to
ensure fair play,
consistent gameplay,
and safety for athletes.
Whether you are
building a new court,
planning a renovation,
or simply curious about
the sport, knowing the
exact measurements
can deepen your
appreciation for the
game. In this article,
we will explore the
official dimensions for
singles and doubles
play, the variations in
court surfaces, the role
of lines and net height,
and how tennis court
size compares to other
popular sports. By the
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end, you will have a
comprehensive
understanding of
exactly how much
space a tennis court
occupies.

OFFICIAL TENNIS
COURT
DIMENSIONS: THE
BASICS

The primary authority

for tennis court
dimensions is the
International Tennis
Federation (ITF).

According to ITF rules,
a standard tennis court
is rectangular in shape.
The overall playing
area, including the
boundaries for both
singles and doubles, is
78 feet (23.77
meters) long. The
width, however,
depends on whether
the court is used for
singles or doubles play.

e Singles court
width: 27 feet

(8.23 meters)

e Doubles court
width: 36 feet
(10.97 meters)

It is important to note
that the court includes
the doubles sidelines,
which extend the width
for doubles matches.
For singles matches,
the court area within
the doubles sidelines is
used, and the outer
alleys (the 4.5-foot-
wide strips on each
side) are considered
out of bounds. These
alleys are 4.5 feet
(1.37 meters) wide
on each side, which
explains the difference
between the 27-foot
singles width and the
36-foot doubles width.

The
Playing
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Area and

Surface

When people ask how
big is a tennis court,
they often refer to the
total area within the
boundary lines. For a
doubles court, the total
playing surface is 78
feet by 36 feet,
which equals 2,808
square feet (260.87
square meters). For a
singles court, the area
is 78 feet by 27 feet,
or 2,106 square feet
(195.65 square
meters). However, if
you include the
recommended run-off
areas beyond the
baselines and sidelines
for safety and
movement, a full-size
tennis court layout can
require significantly
more space.

BEYOND THE
BASELINE:
REQUIRED
CLEARANCES

While the playing
surface itself has fixed
dimensions, a
functional tennis court
needs additional space
around it for players to
run, serve, and retrieve
balls. The ITF
recommends minimum
clearances for both
recreational and
professional courts.

e Behind each
baseline: At
least 21 feet (6.4
meters) of
clearance,
though 24 feet
(7.3 meters) is
preferred for
competitive play.

¢ On each side
(outside the
doubles
sidelines): At
least 12 feet



AND BEIGMTters) of
clearance, with
15 feet (4.57
meters)
recommended
for professional
events.

These clearances
ensure that players
have enough room to
swing, chase down
shots, and avoid
collisions with fences,
walls, or other
obstacles. Therefore,
the total footprint of a
tennis court including
clearances can be
roughly 120 feet
(36.6 meters) long
by 60 feet (18.3
meters) wide, which
amounts to
approximately 7,200
square feet (669
square meters). This
is much larger than the
playing area alone.

NET DIMENSIONS

A crucial part of
understanding how
big a tennis court is
involves the net. The
net divides the court
into two equal halves,
each 39 feet (11.89
meters) long from the
net to the baseline.
The net itself is
suspended across the
full width of the court
(from sideline to
sideline for doubles).
Key measurements
include:

e Net height at
the center: 3
feet (0.914
meters)

* Net height at
the posts: 3.5
feet (1.07
meters)

e Net posts:
Located 3 feet
outside each
doubles sideline
(one on each
side), so the
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distance
between net post
centers is 42 feet
(12.8 meters) for
doubles, or 33
feet (10.06
meters) for
singles if using
singles sticks.

* Singles sticks:
When playing
singles on a
doubles court,
temporary
singles sticks are
placed 3 feet
outside each
singles sideline
(at a height of
3.5 feet) to
support the net
at the correct
height for singles
width.

The net's center strap
ensures it is taut and
at the correct height.
This slight dip in the
middle is intentional
and affects ball
trajectory.

COURT LINES AND
THEIR
MEASUREMENTS

A tennis court is
marked with specific
lines that define
different areas of play.
Understanding these
lines helps clarify the
overall layout and
answers the question
how big is a tennis
court in more detail.

e Baseline: The
line at the back
of the court, 39
feet from the
net. It is 27 feet
wide for singles
and 36 feet wide
for doubles.

* Singles
sideline: Runs
parallel to the
net, 27 feet apart
from each other.

e Doubles
sideline: Runs
parallel to the
net, 36 feet
apart.



e Service line:
Runs parallel to
the net, 21 feet
(6.4 meters)
from the net on
each side,
connecting the
singles sidelines.

e Center service
line: Runs
perpendicular to
the net, dividing
the service boxes
into two equal
halves, each 13.5
feet (4.11
meters) wide for
singles (and 18
feet for doubles,
but the center
line applies to
singles width).

e Center mark: A
4-inch (10 cm)
mark at the
center of the
baseline, used
for serving
alignment.

All lines are typically
between 1 inch and 2
inches (2.5 to 5 cm)

wide, except for the
baseline which may be
up to 4 inches (10 cm)
wide. The lines are
considered part of the
court, meaning a ball
that touches any part
of a line is considered

in play.

SURFACE
VARIATIONS AND
THEIR IMPACT ON
PERCEIVED SIZE

While the dimensions
of a tennis court
remain constant across
surfaces, the actual
playing experience can
make a court feel
bigger or smaller. The
three main surface

types—clay, grass,
and hard
court—affect ball

speed, bounce height,
and player movement.

e Clay courts:
Typically slower,
with higher
bounces. Players
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often slide into
shots, which can
make the court
feel larger
because points
last longer and
movement
requires more
lateral coverage.

e Grass courts:
Fast and low-
bouncing. Points
are shorter, and
players may feel
the court is
smaller because
the ball skids and
forces quick
reaction.

e Hard courts:
Medium pace,
offering a
balanced feel.
The court size is
standard, but the
consistent
bounce can
make positioning
more
predictable.

Despite these
differences in

gameplay, the actual
how big is a tennis
court answer remains
the same on any
professional surface:
78 feet by 36 feet for
doubles. The court
dimensions are fixed;
only the surface
texture changes.

COMPARING
TENNIS COURT
SIZE TO OTHER
SPORTS

To put the dimensions
in perspective, it helps
to compare a tennis
court to other common
sports fields and
courts.

e Basketball
court (NBA): 94
feet by 50 feet
(4,700 sq ft) -
longer and wider
than a tennis
court, but tennis
requires more
lateral
movement.



 Volleyball
court (indoor):
59 feet by 29.5
feet (1,740 sq ft)
- smaller than a
tennis court.

e Badminton
court: 44 feet by
20 feet (880 sq
ft) - much
smaller, though
the shuttlecock
speed requires
quick reactions.

e Squash court:
32 feet by 21
feet (672 sq ft) -
a fraction of a
tennis court's
area.

e Soccer field
(FIFA
regulation):
100-130 yards by
50-100 yards
(approximately
45,000 to
117,000 sq ft) -
vastly larger.

These comparisons
show that a tennis
court occupies a

moderate amount of
space, balancing
enough room for
explosive movement
without requiring the
vast area of a soccer or
football field.

INTERESTING
FACTS ABOUT
TENNIS COURT
DIMENSIONS

Here are some notable
details that add depth
to the question how
big is a tennis court:

1. The 78-foot
length has
been standard
since 1881,
when the All
England Club
established the
rules. The width
has also
remained
consistent for
over a century.

2. The term
“alley" refers
to the 4.5-foot
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strips on each
side used only in
doubles. Singles
players must
avoid these
areas.

. The distance
from the net to
the service line
is 21 feet,
exactly half of
the 42-foot
distance from
net to baseline
(since the
baseline is 39
feet from net
plus the 3-foot
no-man's land?
Wait, correction:
the service line is
21 feet from the
net, and the
baseline is 39
feet from the
net, so the area
between service
line and baseline
is 18 feet deep.
The full court half
is 39 feet from
net to baseline.)

4. The center
strap of the
net is 3 feet
high, but the
posts are 3.5 feet
high. This 6-inch
difference
creates a slight
sag that affects
ball clearance.

5. Professional
tennis court
lighting
requires
bright, uniform
illumination
because the
court dimensions
demand that
players track the
ball across a
large area.

WHY COURT
DIMENSIONS
MATTER FOR
PLAYERS AND
COACHES

Understanding exactly
how big a tennis
court is is not just



trivia—it directly
impacts training,
strategy, and safety.
Coaches use the
dimensions to design
drills that improve
court coverage,
footwork, and
positioning. For
example, knowing that
the singles court is 27
feet wide helps players
understand the angles
for cross-court shots.
The 39-foot depth from
net to baseline
influences how players
judge lobs and
approach shots.

When building a
residential or club
court, adhering to the
exact measurements
ensures consistent
play. Even a slight
deviation in line
placement can alter
the game experience.
The recommended
clearances also
prevent injuries by
providing enough room

10

for players to stop
without hitting fences.

CONCLUSION

So, how big is a
tennis court? The
answer involves more
than a single number.
The official playing
area for doubles is 78
feet by 36 feet (2,808
square feet), while
singles reduces the
width to 27 feet (2,106
square feet). When you
include necessary run-
off space, the total
footprint can exceed
7,000 square feet. The
net height, line
markings, and surface
type all play roles in
how the court functions
in play. Whether you're
a casual player, a
coach, or a fan,
understanding these
dimensions enhances
your appreciation for
the precise geometry
of tennis. From the
baseline to the net,
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every foot is measured about strategy and
with purpose—making space as it is about
the sport as much power and finesse.
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