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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF THE
WITCH IN WIZARD
OF OZ

Few  films  have
captured the collective
imagination  quite  like
The  Wizard  o f  Oz .
While the yellow brick
road, the Emerald City,
and  the  iconic  ruby
s l i p p e r s  a r e
memorable, the story’s
most  powerful  and
complex  forces  are
u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e
witches.  The  term
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz immediately evokes

v i v i d  i m a g e s :  a
cackling green-skinned
villain,  a  benevolent
fairy-like protector, and
a  pair  of  sisters  who
s h a p e  D o r o t h y ’ s
journey  before  she
even  leaves  Kansas.
Yet, the roles of these
witches  are  far  more
layered  than  simple
g o o d - v e r s u s - e v i l
archetypes. This article
explores  each  witch,
e x a m i n i n g  t h e i r
o r i g i n s ,  t h e i r
symbolism,  and  their
lasting cultural impact.
By  understanding  the
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz, we unlock a deeper
appreciation for one of
the most beloved tales
i n  l i t e r a r y  a n d
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cinematic  history.
L .  F r a n k  B a u m ’ s
original  1900  novel,
The  Wonderful  Wizard
of  Oz,  established  a
world where witchcraft
was neither  inherently
evil nor benign. It was
a  force  o f  nature ,
balanced between two
poles.  The  1939  film
adaptation,  with  its
Technicolor  brilliance
and  unforgettable
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,
c e m e n t e d  t h e s e
characters in the global
psyche.  To  this  day,
any  discussion  of  a
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz  begins  with  the
clash  between  the
Wicked  Witch  of  the
West  and  Glinda  the
Good.  But  the  story
also features two other
witches:  the  Wicked
Witch of the East and
the Good Witch of the
North.  Each  plays  a
pivotal  ro le  in  the
narrative, and together

they form a quartet of
magical  power  that
underpins  the  entire
Land  of  Oz.

THE WICKED
WITCH OF THE
WEST: ICON OF
VILLAINY

When  most  people
hear the phrase Witch
In Wizard Of Oz, they
imagine  the  Wicked
Witch of the West. With
her green skin, pointed
black hat,  and chilling
cackle,  she  is  one  of
the  most  recognizable
villains in all of popular
culture.  Portrayed  by
Margaret  Hamilton  in
the  classic  film,  this
w i t c h  i s  t h e
embodiment of malice,
revenge ,  and  raw
magical  authority.  Her
reign  over  the  Winkie
Coun t ry  i s  one  o f
t e r r o r ,  a n d  h e r
obsessive  pursuit  of
Dorothy’s ruby slippers
d r i v e s  t h e  p l o t ’ s
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central  conflict.

Origins
and
Character
in the
Novel
In  Baum’s  or iginal
book, the Wicked Witch
of  the  West  is  even
more  formidable.  She
ru les  the  western
quadrant of Oz with an
a r m y  o f  w i n g e d
monkeys,  wolves,
crows, and bees. Unlike
the  film’s  melting
demise,  the  novel’s
witch  is  ult imately
outwitted  by  Dorothy,
who,  in  a  fit  of  anger,
throws  a  bucket  of
water  over  her  after
the witch tries to steal
one of her silver shoes
( i n  t h e  b o o k ,  t h e

slippers are silver, not
r u b y ) .  T h e  w a t e r
causes  her  to  melt
away,  reveal ing  a
hidden  vulnerability
that contrasts with her
immense  power.  This
vulnerability makes the
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz more than a simple
monster; she is a being
with  a  fatal  flaw,
adding  depth  to  her
villainy.

Symbolis
m and
Cultural
Impact
The  Wicked  Witch  of
the  West  has  been
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a
symbol of many things:
uncontrolled  nature,
the  harshness  of  the
American  West  during
Baum’s era, or even a
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representat ion  of
oppressive authority. In
the  film,  her  visual
design—green  skin,
angular  features,  and
eerie  lighting—set  a
standard for cinematic
witches  for  decades.
Her  famous  line,  “I’ll
get you, my pretty, and
your  little  dog,  too!”
has become a staple of
Halloween  parodies
a n d  p o p  c u l t u r e
r e f e r e n c e s .  T h e
character’s  influence
extends far beyond Oz,
a p p e a r i n g  i n
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
Broadway musicals like
Wicked  to  modern
television reboots. The
p h r a s e  W i t c h  I n
W i z a r d  O f  O z  i s
almost  synonymous
with  this  particular
g r e e n - s k i n n e d
sorceress.

The
Wicked
Witch of
the West
in Modern
Adaptatio
ns
Gregory  Maguire’s
novel Wicked: The Life
a n d  T i m e s  o f  t h e
Wicked  Witch  of  the
West  offered  a
r e v o l u t i o n a r y
r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,
naming  her  Elphaba
and portraying her as a
misunderstood, socially
conscious  figure.  This
version,  later  adapted
into  the  hit  musical
Wicked,  transformed
public  perception.
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Today,  many  people
think of Elphaba when
they  hear  Witch  In
Wizard  Of  Oz— a
sympathetic,  green-
sk inned  ou t s ide r
fighting  against
c o r r u p t i o n  a n d
discrimination.  This
duality—the  classic
villain versus the tragic
hero—demonstrates
the  incredible  depth
w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e
character.

GLINDA THE GOOD
WITCH OF THE
SOUTH: THE
BENEVOLENT
GUIDE

In  the  film,  Glinda  is
the  first  witch  Dorothy
meets after arriving in
Oz.  She  appears  in  a
shimmering  bubble,
d ressed  i n  a  p ink
gown,  and  offers
gu idance  w i thout
revealing  too  much.
S h e  i s  t h e  p o l a r
opposite of the Wicked

Witch  of  the  West,
representing  kindness,
wisdom, and nurturing
magic.  However,  the
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz  that  is  Glinda  is
more  subtle  than  she
appears.  Critics  have
noted  that  G l inda
deliberately  sends
D o r o t h y  o n  a
dangerous  journey  to
the  Emera ld  C i ty ,
knowing all  along that
the  power  to  return
home  lies  within  the
ruby  sl ippers.  This
raises questions about
her  motives—is  she
truly  good,  or  simply
manipu lat ive  in  a
gentle  way?

Glinda in
the Novel
vs. the
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Film
In Baum’s book, Glinda
is  the  Good  Witch  of
the  South,  not  the
North. She is described
as young and beautiful,
r u l i n g  a  l a n d  o f
perpetual youth. She is
the  most  powerful  of
the good witches, and
she  helps  Dorothy
return  to  Kansas  by
revealing the secret of
the  silver  shoes.  The
film  conflates  her  with
the Good Witch of the
North  to  simplify  the
story,  but  the  core
remains  the  same:
Glinda is a guide and a
mentor .  She  uses
magic  sparingly,  often
allowing  characters  to
learn  lessons  through
their  own  efforts.  As  a
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz,  Glinda  embodies
the  idea  that  t rue
p o w e r  l i e s  i n
k n o w l e d g e  a n d

compassion,  not  in
overt displays of force.

The “Are
You a
Good
Witch or
a Bad
Witch?”
Moment
One of the most iconic
exchanges  in  cinema
history  occurs  when
Dorothy  asks  Glinda,
“Are you a good witch
or a bad witch?” Glinda
replies, “I’m not a bad
witch at all. I’m a good
witch,  but  I’m  not  a
good witch in the way
you might think.” This
line perfectly  captures
the moral ambiguity of
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the entire Oz universe.
Good and evil  are not
always  clear-cut.  The
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz  narrative  invites
audiences  to  question
assumptions  about
morality,  power,  and
identity.

THE WICKED
WITCH OF THE
EAST: THE
CATALYST

T h o u g h  s h e  i s
d e c e a s e d  b e f o r e
Dorothy even arrives in
Oz,  the  Wicked  Witch
of  the  East  exerts
enormous  influence
over the story. It is her
ruby  s l ippers  that
Dorothy inherits, and it
i s  h e r  s i s t e r ,  t h e
Wicked  Witch  of  the
W e s t ,  w h o  s e e k s
revenge for her death.
The  Wicked  Witch  of
the  East  ru led  the
Munchkin Country with
an  iron  fist,  keeping
the little people in fear.

H e r  d e a t h  u n d e r
Dorothy’s falling house
is  the  very  first  event
that sets the entire plot
in motion. Without this
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz, there would be no
journey, no quest, and
no conflict.

Her
Symbolic
Role
The  Wicked  Witch  of
the  East  represents
t y r a n n y  a n d
o p p r e s s i o n .  T h e
Munchkins  celebrate
her demise with joyous
song, offering gratitude
to  Dorothy  as  their
liberator.  This  scene
underscores the theme
that  even  accidental
hero ism  can  have
p r o f o u n d
consequences.  While
she  never  appears
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a l i v e  o n
screen—except for her
striped  stockings  and
silver  shoes  peeking
f r o m  u n d e r  t h e
house—her  presence
looms  over  the  early
part  of  the story.  The
legacy of the Witch In
W i z a r d  O f  O z  i s
incomplete  without
acknowledging  her
essential,  if  invisible,
role.

THE GOOD WITCH
OF THE NORTH: A
BRIEF BUT
IMPORTANT ROLE

In  the  film,  the  Good
Witch  of  the  North  is
conflated  with  Glinda,
but in the book, she is
a  separate  character.
She  is  a  tiny,  elderly
woman  who  greets
Dorothy  immediately
after  the house lands.
She kisses Dorothy on
the  forehead,  giving
h e r  a  m a g i c a l
protection that  shields

h e r  f r o m  h a r m
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
journey.  This kiss is  a
subtle  but  powerful
p iece  of  magic—it
prevents  the  Wicked
Witch of the West from
d i rec t l y  ha rm ing
Dorothy.  The  Good
Witch  of  the  North  is
the  first  Witch  In
W i z a r d  O f  O z  t o
welcome  Dorothy,
s e t t i n g  a  t o n e  o f
warmth and safety.
This  witch  rules  over
the  northern  quadrant
o f  O z ,  a  l a n d  o f
perpetual  winter.  Her
magic  is  gentle  and
protective,  in  stark
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e
aggressive spells of the
Wicked  Witch  of  the
West.  She  exemplifies
the  idea  that  good
magic  often  works
quietly,  behind  the
scenes.  While  she  is
overshadowed  by
Gl inda  in  popu la r
c u l t u r e ,  h e r
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c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o
Dorothy’s  safety  is
undeniable.

THE SYMBOLISM
AND DEEPER
MEANINGS OF THE
WITCHES

The four witches of Oz
a r e  n o t  r a n d o m
characters;  they serve
as symbols of balance.
Baum’s  world  has  a
witch for each cardinal
direction, each ruling a
distinct  quadrant.  The
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
O z  a r c h e t y p e ,
therefore,  represents
the  dual  nature  of
power—it can be used
for good or for evil. The
Wicked  Witches  rule
through fear and force,
while the Good Witches
guide through wisdom
and  love.  This  duality
reflects  the  human
e x p e r i e n c e :  t h e
in te rna l  s t rugg le
between  positive  and
negative impulses.

Moreover,  the  witches
challenge conventional
fairy-tale  stereotypes.
Baum  del iberately
created  good  witches
who were beautiful and
k i n d ,  a n d  w i c k e d
witches who were ugly
and cruel, but he also
gave them agency and
complexity.  Glinda  is
not  a  passive  helper;
s h e  a c t i v e l y
orchestrates  events.
The  Wicked  Witch  of
the West is not just evil
for  its  own  sake;  she
has  motivations,  even
if  they  are  selfish.  This
nuance  makes  the
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
O z  a  s u b j e c t  o f
scholarly analysis even
today.

Feminine
Power
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and
Authority
All  the  witches  are
female, and in Oz, they
hold  the  most  power.
T h e  m a l e
c h a r a c t e r s — t h e
Wizard, the Scarecrow,
t h e  T i n  M a n ,  t h e
Cowardly  Lion—are
often  bumbling  or  in
need of assistance. The
witches,  by  contrast,
are  self-sufficient  and
influential.  This
feminist undertone was
revolutionary  for  its
time.  The  Witch  In
W i z a r d  O f  O z
narrative  puts  women
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f
magical  authority,
subverting  the  typical
d a m s e l - i n - d i s t r e s s
trope.  Dorothy  herself
becomes  a  k ind  of
w i t ch  by  the  end ,
having learned to  use
her  own  i nhe ren t

power  (symbolized  by
the  ruby  slippers)  to
achieve her goals.

CULTURAL LEGACY
AND CONTINUED
RELEVANCE

The witches of Oz have
t r a n s c e n d e d  t h e
original  story.  From
Margaret  Hamilton’s
terrifying  performance
to  Id ina  Menze l ’ s
soar ing  voca ls  as
Elphaba in Wicked, the
Witch  In  Wizard  Of
Oz continues to evolve.
Count less  books ,
television  series,  and
films have explored the
backstories  of  these
charac te rs .  They
appear  in  Halloween
costumes,  in  political
cartoons,  and even in
academic  studies  of
folklore.  The  green-
sk inned  w i t ch ,  i n
particular, has become
a shorthand for female
vi l lainy,  yet  also  a
s y m b o l  f o r  b e i n g
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different.
The  musical  Wicked
s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y
revitalized  interest  in
the witches, presenting
a  wor ld  where  the
Wicked  Witch  of  the
West is a sympathetic
protagon is t .  Th is
reinterpretation  shows
that  the  Witch  In
Wizard Of Oz can be
a  lens  through  which
we examine issues like
p r e j u d i c e ,
environmentalism,  and
animal  r ights.  The
enduring  popularity  of
these  witches  proves
that  great  characters
are  never  truly  fixed;
they grow and change
with each generation.

CONCLUSION

The witches of Oz are
f a r  m o r e  t h a n
supporting  characters
in  a  children’s  story.
They  are  complex,

symbolic  figures  who
embody  the  eternal
struggle between light
and darkness, freedom
a n d  o p p r e s s i o n ,
k n o w l e d g e  a n d
ignorance.  Whether
y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e
cackling Wicked Witch
of the West, the serene
Glinda,  or  the  unseen
Wicked  Witch  of  the
East,  each  Witch  In
W i z a r d  O f  O z
contributes  to  a  rich
tapest ry  that  has
enchanted  audiences
for  over  a  century.
Their  magic  does  not
fade;  it  transforms,
inspiring new tales and
fresh  interpretations.
As we follow the yellow
brick  road  of  popular
c u l t u r e ,  w e  k e e p
discovering  that  the
most powerful magic of
all lies in the stories we
t e l l  a b o u t  t h e s e
unforgettable witches.


