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INTRODUCTION: A
UNIQUE FUSION OF
GENRES

In  the  vast  landscape
of 20th-century music,
few  works  manage  to
bridge  the  seemingly
opposing  worlds  of
classical  structure and
jazz  spontaneity  as
effortlessly  as  Claude
Bo l l i ng ’ s  Claude
Bolling  Toot  Suite
Trumpet  And  Jazz
Piano.  Composed  in
the  late  1970s,  this
capt ivat ing  su i te

showcases  Bolling’s
genius  for  creating  a
dialogue  between  a
classically  trained
trumpet  and  a  swing-
infused jazz piano. The
result  is  a  piece  that
feels both meticulously
c o m p o s e d  a n d
d e l i g h t f u l l y
improvisational—a rare
achievement  that
continues  to  captivate
audiences,  educators,
and  performers  alike.
Whether  you  are  a
s e a s o n e d  j a z z
enthusiast,  a  classical
purist ,  or  s imply  a
curious  listener,  the
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
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Jazz  Piano  offers  an
ent ry  po int  in to  a
musical  conversation
that transcends labels.
This  article  explores
the  background  of
Claude  Bolling,  the
s t r u c t u r e  a n d
highlights of the suite,
the unique relationship
between  trumpet  and
p i a n o ,  n o t a b l e
performances, and the
lasting  legacy  of  this
remarkable work.

WHO WAS CLAUDE
BOLLING?

C l a u d e  B o l l i n g
(1930–2020)  was  a
French  jazz  pianist,
composer,  arranger,
and  occasional  actor.
Born  in  Cannes,  he
began  studying  piano
at  a  young  age  and
was  deeply  influenced
by  Amer i can  j a zz
greats  such  as  Duke
Ellington, Count Basie,
and Fats Waller. Bolling
quickly  made  a  name

for  himself  in  Europe,
composing  film  scores,
leading  his  own  big
band,  and  wr i t ing
concert  works  that
merged classical forms
with  jazz  harmonies
and  rhythms.
Bolling’s  most  famous
compositions belong to
a series of “cross-over”
suites he wrote for solo
i n s t r u m e n t s
accompanied  by  jazz
trio.  His  best-known
work  is  probably  the
Suite for Flute and Jazz
Piano (1973) with Jean-
Pierre  Rampal,  which
b e c a m e  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
bestseller.  Following
t h a t  s u c c e s s ,  h e
composed  s imi lar
works  for  violin,  cello,
guitar—and, of course,
the  t rumpet .  The
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz  Piano  is  one  of
these  masterpieces,
originally  written  for
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t h e  r e n o w n e d
trumpeter  Maurice
André.

Bolling’s
Musical
Philosoph
y
Bolling once described
his cross-over works as
“classical  music  that
s w i n g s . ”  H e
intentionally  designed
his suites so that both
the  classical  soloist
and  the  jazz  rhythm
section could play with
equal authenticity. The
trumpet  part  is  fully
notated, but the piano
part  includes  chord
s y m b o l s  a n d
i n d i c a t i o n s  f o r
improvisation, allowing
the jazz pianist to add
personal flair within the
structure. This blend of

control  and  freedom
lies at the heart of the
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz Piano.

AN OVERVIEW OF
THE TOOT SUITE

The  Claude  Bolling
Toot  Suite  Trumpet
A n d  J a z z  P i a n o
typically consists of six
movements,  though
the order and number
can  vary  slightly  in
different  recordings.
E a c h  m o v e m e n t
explores  a  different
mood,  tempo,  and
r h y t h m i c  f e e l ,
s h o w c a s i n g  t h e
versat i l i ty  of  both
trumpet  and  piano.

Movemen
t 1:
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Allegro
The suite opens with a
br ight ,  energet i c
Allegro.  The  trumpet
introduces  a  playful,
syncopated  melody
over  a  walking  bass
line  and  crisp  piano
chords.  The  pianist
takes  a  b r ie f  so lo
break,  demonstrating
the improvisatory  side
o f  t h e  w o r k .  T h i s
movement  establishes
the  dynamic  interplay
that  defines  the  entire
suite.

Movemen
t 2:
Romance
In  stark  contrast,  the
Romance is lyrical and
introspective.  The
trumpet’s long, singing
lines are supported by
delicate piano voicings.

T h i s  m o v e m e n t
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
instrument’s  ability  to
produce a warm, vocal
qual i ty ,  whi le  the
pianist  provides  a
gentle  harmonic  bed.
It’s  a  favorite  among
trumpeters  for  i ts
expressive potential.

Movemen
t 3: Blues
The  Blues  movement
brings  a  soulful,  laid-
back  feel.  Here  the
p ian is t  leans  into
bluesy  chord  voicings
a n d  t h e  t r u m p e t
imitates a vocal  growl
or  a  muted  effect.  The
c a l l - a n d - r e s p o n s e
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o
instruments  fee ls
n a t u r a l  a n d
conversational.  This
section  is  a  perfect
demonstration  of  how
Bolling  incorporated
a u t h e n t i c  j a z z
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l a n g u a g e  i n t o  a
classical framework.

Movemen
t 4:
Ostinato
An ostinato pattern in
the  piano  creates  a
dr iv ing ,  hypnot ic
backdrop. The trumpet
weaves  above  with
angular, rhythmic lines.
This  movement  has  a
m o d e r n ,  a l m o s t
m i n i m a l i s t  f e e l ,
showing  Bol l ing’s
a w a r e n e s s  o f
contemporary classical
trends.  The  energy
builds  to  a  thrill ing
c l i m a x  b e f o r e
subsiding.

Movemen

t 5:
Tango
A  t a n g o - i n f u s e d
movement  adds  a
touch of Latin flair. The
piano adopts  a  sharp,
staccato  rhythm while
the  trumpet  plays  a
sultry  melody.  The
tension  between  the
strict  tango pulse and
the  trumpet’s  flexible
phrasing  creates  an
exciting  cross-rhythm.
This is one of the most
d a n c e - l i k e  a n d
accessible  movements
of the suite.

Movemen
t 6: Finale
(Vif)
The  suite  concludes
with a fast,  exuberant
Vif.  Both  instruments



6

6 Claude Bolling Toot Suite Trumpet
And Jazz Piano

2025-07-24

engage  in  a  spirited
d ia logue,  t rad ing
motifs  and  driving
toward  a  triumphant
ending.  The  pianist
may take an extended
improvisation,  and the
trumpeter  gets  a  final
chance  to  show  off
technique and stamina.
The closing bars often
l e a v e  a u d i e n c e s
breathless.

THE TRUMPET AND
JAZZ PIANO
DIALOGUE

W h a t  m a k e s  t h e
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz Piano  so special
is  the  way  it  treats
both  instruments  as
equal  partners.  In
traditional  classical
duets, the piano often
s e r v e s  a s
accompaniment;  here,
the piano is an active
collaborator,  switching
between  comping,
soloing, and interacting

rhythmical ly .  The
trumpet, meanwhile, is
not  confined  to  a
purely melodic role;  it
responds to the piano’s
harmonic  suggestions
and  rhythmic  jabs.

Overcomi
ng
Technical
Challenge
s
For  trumpeters,  the
suite demands not only
endurance  and  range
but  a l so  s ty l i s t i c
flexibility.  One  must
navigate  classical
ar t i cu la t ion ,  jazz
phrasing,  and  even
mutes  or  growls.  For
pianists,  the challenge
l i e s  i n  b a l a n c i n g
written  passages  with
improvisation.  The
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p i a n i s t  m u s t  b e
comfor tab le  w i th
secondary  dominant
chords,  altered scales,
and  swing  feel ,  al l
while  maintaining  the
classical  elegance  of
the  composition.

Why This
Duet
Works
T h e  t r u m p e t  i s
naturally  a  piercing,
agile instrument, while
the  piano  provides
harmonic  depth  and
percussive rhythm. The
combination  creates  a
sonic  tension  that
B o l l i n g  e x p l o i t s
br i l l i ant ly .  In  the
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz  Piano,  the  two
voices  often  overlap,
answer each other,  or
play in unison, creating

a  sense  of  p layfu l
competition. The result
i s  a  l i s t e n i n g
experience that is both
intellectually  satisfying
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y
stirring.

NOTABLE
RECORDINGS AND
PERFORMANCES

The  first  and  most
iconic recording of the
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz  Piano  features
Maur ice  André  on
trumpet  with  Bolling
himself  at  the  piano.
Released  in  1979  on
the  CBS  Masterworks
labe l ,  t h i s  a lbum
became a bestseller in
the classical  crossover
category.  André’s
bright,  brilliant  tone
a n d  i m p e c c a b l e
technique  set  the
standard  for  future
performances.
O t h e r  n o t a b l e
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trumpeters  who  have
recorded or performed
the  suite  include  Eric
Aubier,  Guy  Touvron,
and  in  more  recent
years,  players  l ike
Thomas  Gansch  and
Lucienne  Renaudin
Vary.  Each  brings  a
slightly  different
interpretation—some
emphasizing  the  jazz
e lements ,  o thers
f a v o r i n g  a  m o r e
classical  approach.
Pianists  ranging  from
Bolling’s  own  rhythm
sect ion  players  to
modern  jazz  virtuosos
have  taken  up  the
challenge.

Education
al Use
B e c a u s e  o f  i t s
access ib i l i t y  and
musical  diversity,  the
suite is frequently used
as a teaching piece in
conservatories  and

s u m m e r  m u s i c
programs. The Claude
Bolling  Toot  Suite
Trumpet  And  Jazz
Piano  offers  students
a  chance  to  practice
complex  rhythms,
stylistic  shifts,  and
e n s e m b l e
communication.  Many
trumpet students cite it
as  a  favorite  recital
piece  that  introduces
them  to  the  world  of
jazz.

LEGACY AND
INFLUENCE

Claude Bolling’s cross-
over  suites  paved the
way for countless later
works that  attempt to
blend classical and jazz
idioms.  While  some
c r i t i c s  i n i t i a l l y
dismissed  such  works
as light entertainment,
their lasting popularity
proves  their  artistic
merit .  The  Claude
Bolling  Toot  Suite
Trumpet  And  Jazz
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Piano continues to be
performed  in  concert
halls, schools, and jazz
clubs around the world.
Moreover, the suite has
i n s p i r e d  o t h e r
composers  to  write
s i m i l a r  d u e t s  f o r
t r u m p e t  a n d
piano—works  that
honor  both  traditions.
I t  a l s o  h e l p e d
popularize  the  idea
that classical musicians
can swing and that jazz
musicians  can  read
notated  scores  with
precision.  In  this  way,
Bolling’s  contribution
to music education and
c r o s s - g e n r e
a p p r e c i a t i o n  i s
immense.

Semantic
Connectio

ns and
Related
Works
I f  y o u  e n j o y  t h e
Claude  Bolling  Toot
Suite  Trumpet  And
Jazz  Piano,  you  may
also  appreciate  his
Suite for Flute and Jazz
Piano,  Suite  for  Violin
and Jazz Piano,  or the
Picnic  Suite  for  guitar
and  jazz  piano.  Each
f o l l o w s  a  s i m i l a r
formula  but  adapts  to
t h e  u n i q u e
characteristics  of  the
s o l o  i n s t r u m e n t .
L istening  to  these
works together reveals
Bolling’s  consistent
voice  and  his  deep
understanding  of  both
classical form and jazz
spontaneity.
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CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS

COLLABORATION

The  Claude  Bolling
Toot  Suite  Trumpet
A n d  J a z z  P i a n o
stands  as  a  shining
example  of  how  two
seemingly  disparate
musical worlds can not
o n l y  c o e x i s t  b u t
flourish  together.  Its
ca tchy  me lod ies ,
rhythmic  vitality,  and
e m o t i o n a l  r a n g e
ensure that it remains
fresh decades after its

creation.  Whether  you
e n c o u n t e r  i t  i n  a
c o n c e r t  h a l l ,  a
recording, or a practice
room, the suite invites
you  in to  a  j oy fu l ,
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
conversation  between
trumpet and piano. For
anyone  seek ing  a
gateway  into  the  rich
t e r r i t o r y  w h e r e
classical  meets  jazz,
t h i s  s u i t e  i s  a n
e s s e n t i a l
l i s t e n i n g — a n d
playing—experience.


