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LARRY POSNER INSIDE EDITION: THE INVESTIGATIVE
FORCE BEHIND AMERICA’S FAVORITE
NEWSMAGAZINE

For decades, television newsmagazines have provided a unique
blend  of  hard  news,  human  interest  stories,  and  consumer
advocacy. Among the most recognizable names in this arena is
Larry Posner  Inside Edition  — a  pairing  that  has  become
synonymous  with  dogged  reporting  and  hidden-camera
investigations. While many viewers know the show for its catchy
theme and fast-paced segments, few realize the depth of work
that goes into each story. Larry Posner, a senior investigative
correspondent  for  Inside  Edition,  has  spent  years  uncovering
fraud,  holding  powerful  institutions  accountable,  and  giving  a
voice to everyday people. This article explores his career,  his
reporting  methods,  and  the  lasting  impact  of  his  work  on
broadcast journalism.

Who Is Larry Posner?
Larry Posner is an Emmy Award-winning journalist whose name
has become closely associated with the long-running syndicated
program Inside Edition.  Joining the show in the early 1990s,
Posner quickly established himself  as a reporter  willing to go
undercover, chase leads, and confront wrongdoers on camera.
His background includes work at local news stations and a deep
commitment to investigative journalism. Over the years, the
phrase Larry Posner Inside Edition has come to represent a
brand of reporting that is both relentless and compassionate.
Posner’s work often involves sting operations, hidden cameras,
and hours of surveillance. He has tackled topics ranging from
pharmaceutical fraud and identity theft to counterfeit products
and  charity  scams.  His  approach  is  methodical:  he  gathers
evidence, interviews victims, and then presents the findings in a
way that resonates with a mass audience. The result is a body of
work that has not only educated viewers but also led to legal
changes and corporate reforms.
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The Unique Role of Inside
Edition in American Media
Before  diving  deeper  into  Larry  Posner’s  contributions,  it  is
helpful to understand the program he works for. Inside Edition
premiered in 1988 as a competitor to shows like Hard Copy and A
Current Affair. Over time, it evolved from a tabloid-style program
into  a  respected  newsmagazine  that  covers  serious  issues
alongside  lighter  entertainment  features.  The  show’s  format
relies heavily on original reporting, and correspondents like Larry
Posner are given the latitude to pursue long-term investigations.
Inside  Edition  reaches  millions  of  viewers  daily  across  the
United States. Its audience values stories that expose wrongdoing
and  offer  practical  consumer  advice.  Larry  Posner  Inside  Edition
segments typically air in the middle of the broadcast, serving as
the show’s investigative centerpiece. The repeated association of
his name with these hard-hitting pieces has made him one of the
most recognizable journalists on the program.

Notable Investigations by
Larry Posner on Inside

Edition
Over his tenure, Larry Posner has produced hundreds of reports.
Some  have  stood  out  for  their  national  significance  or  the
changes  they  spurred.  Here  are  a  few  key  examples:

Hidden Camera Sting on Unlicensed Contractors —
Posner posed as a homeowner to catch individuals
performing electrical and plumbing work without proper
licenses. The series led to multiple arrests and legislative
discussions about contractor regulation.
Used Car Fraud Exposé — Using a hidden camera, he
documented salesmen lying about vehicle histories. The
story sparked a wider investigation by state attorneys
general.
Counterfeit Goods Ring — Posner tracked the sale of
fake designer items on the streets of major cities. The
report included interviews with victims who had
unknowingly purchased unsafe products.
Charity Scam Investigation — He infiltrated a
telemarketing operation that claimed to support veterans.
The resulting story helped shut down the operation and
recover donations.
Pharmaceutical Overcharging — Posner exposed how
some pharmacies were charging uninsured patients
exorbitant prices for common medications. The piece
prompted internal reviews at several national pharmacy
chains.
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Each  of  these  investigations  exemplifies  the  Larry  Posner
Inside  Edition  style:  meticulous  preparation,  dramatic
confrontation,  and a clear consumer benefit.  The stories are not
merely  sensational  —  they  are  designed  to  inform  and  to
empower the audience.

Undercover Techniques:
The Posner Method
One reason Larry Posner Inside Edition segments are so effective
is  his  mastery of  undercover reporting.  He frequently  uses
hidden  cameras  concealed  in  hats,  eyeglasses,  briefcases,  or
clothing. He also employs body-worn audio recorders to capture
conversations  in  settings  where  people  might  otherwise  be
guarded.  This  technique,  while  controversial,  is  legal  in  most
states as long as one party consents to the recording — which
Posner himself does.
Posner’s  training  and  experience  allow  him  to  maintain
composure in tense situations. He often poses as a customer, a
patient,  or  a family member.  The goal  is  not entrapment but
observation:  he  documents  what  happens  naturally  when  a
person  believes  no  journalist  is  watching.  After  gathering
evidence, he typically returns with a camera crew to confront the
subject, giving them a chance to explain or correct the situation.
This  dual  approach  —  undercover  followed  by  on-the-record
confrontation — is a hallmark of his reporting.
The  legal  and  ethical  dimensions  of  his  work  are  carefully

navigated. Inside Edition’s legal team reviews every story before
it airs, ensuring that the methods used do not violate privacy
laws or the bounds of  fairness.  Posner himself  has spoken in
interviews about the importance of being accurate and fair, even
when exposing misconduct.

The Impact of Larry Posner
Inside Edition Stories
The true measure of investigative journalism is its impact. Larry
Posner’s reports have produced tangible results time and again.
In  some cases,  his  work  has  led  to  criminal  prosecutions.  In
others, companies have changed their policies to avoid further
scrutiny. For ordinary viewers, these stories provide actionable
information: how to spot a scam, how to avoid fraud, and where
to report problems.
One  notable  impact  occurred  after  Posner  aired  a  series  on
identity  theft.  The  segments  included  step-by-step  advice  on
freezing credit  reports and monitoring accounts.  Following the
broadcast, Inside Edition received thousands of calls and emails
from viewers who had taken his advice and prevented potential
fraud. This kind of ripple effect — from one investigative piece to
widespread consumer action — demonstrates the power of the
Larry Posner Inside Edition brand.
Additionally, Posner’s work has been recognized by his peers. He
has  received  multiple  Emmy  Awards,  including  one  for
Outstanding Investigative Journalism. These accolades reflect the
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high  standards  he  brings  to  the  field,  as  well  as  the  consistent
quality of his output.

Comparing Larry Posner to
Other Investigative
Journalists
In  the  landscape  of  television  investigative  reporting,  Larry
Posner stands alongside figures like Brian Ross (formerly of ABC
News)  and  Chris  Hansen  (known  for  To  Catch  a  Predator).
However,  Posner’s  niche  is  unique.  While  Hansen focused on
sting operations against potential sex offenders and Ross covered
major corporate crime, Posner’s portfolio is broader. He tackles
everything from dangerous products to financial scams, often for
a daily audience that expects quick, digestible reports rather than
hour-long documentaries.
Compared to correspondents on 20/20  or  Dateline,  who have
weeks  to  produce  a  single  story,  Larry  Posner  Inside  Edition
segments are often produced on tight deadlines. This pressure
makes his consistency even more impressive. He must gather
evidence, edit video, write the script, and present the story in a
way that fits within a 22-minute show. The result is a fast-paced,
highly engaging format that keeps viewers tuned in.

Challenges and Criticisms
No  journalist  operates  without  facing  challenges.  Hidden
camera  investigations  have  been  criticized  by  some  as
unethical, arguing that they invade privacy or set up subjects.
Larry Posner and Inside Edition defend their methods by pointing
to  the  public  interest.  They  argue  that  when  a  practice  is
widespread and harmful, concealed reporting is the only way to
expose it. Moreover, the program always seeks to give subjects a
chance  to  respond,  either  in  the  hidden-camera  phase  or
afterward.
Another challenge is the ever-changing media landscape. With
the  rise  of  digital  platforms  and  social  media,  traditional
television newsmagazines have seen declining ratings. Yet Inside
Edition  has  adapted,  building a  strong online  presence.  Larry
Posner’s  segments  are  frequently  shared  on  YouTube  and
Facebook, reaching a younger audience that might not watch
linear TV. This digital distribution extends the life and impact of
his reporting.

The Future of Investigative
Reporting on Inside Edition
As of 2025, Larry Posner continues to be a key contributor to
Inside Edition. The show remains a staple of daytime television,
and  its  investigative  unit  —  led  by  Posner  and  a  team  of
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producers — is one of the few remaining full-time undercover
operations in syndicated television. The demand for trustworthy,
easily understood consumer reporting is as strong as ever.
Looking ahead, the Larry Posner Inside Edition  model may
evolve, but its core principles will likely endure: serve the viewer,
protect  the  vulnerable,  and  hold  the  powerful  accountable.
Whether  through  hidden  cameras,  data  analysis,  or  direct
interviews, the goal remains the same — to deliver stories that
matter.

CONCLUSION

Larry Posner Inside Edition is more than a byline or a name on
a screen. It represents a commitment to uncovering truth in an
age of misinformation. For more than three decades, Posner has
used his skills to expose fraud, protect consumers, and enrich the
public conversation. His work is a reminder that journalism, at its
best, can change lives — one hidden camera operation at a time.
As  viewers  continue  to  seek  credible  information,  the
contributions of reporters like Larry Posner become ever more
vital. His legacy is not just in the awards he has won but in the
countless individuals who have been spared from scams thanks
to his relentless pursuit of the story.


