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Becoming  a  licensed
cosmetology  manager
i n  M i n n e s o t a  i s  a
significant  career
milestone.  It  signifies
not just technical skill,
but  the  leadership

ability  and  regulatory
knowledge required to
run a successful salon.
For  many experienced
s t y l i s t s  a n d
estheticians,  the  final
hurdle  is  the  state
licensing exam. This is
where a dedicated MN
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
P r a c t i c e  T e s t
becomes an invaluable
tool. Whether you are a
seasoned  professional
looking  to  step  into
management  o r  a
recent graduate aiming
f o r  t h e  t o p ,
understanding  how  to
prepare  effectively  is
the key to passing with
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confidence.
This guide will walk you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
the  exam,  the  critical
role of practice testing,
and  how  to  create  a
study plan that ensures
you are ready on test
day.  We  will  explore
the core content areas,
common  pitfalls,  and
proven  strategies  to
help you succeed. Let’s
dive into the essential
w o r l d  o f  s a l o n
management  licensure
in the North Star State.

WHY THE MN
COSMETOLOGY
MANAGERS
LICENSE MATTERS

Before focusing on the
MN  Cosmetology
Managers  License
Practice  Test,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand the weight
of the license itself. In
M i n n e s o t a ,  a

c o s m e t o l o g y
manager’s  license  is
required to operate or
manage a salon, shop,
or booth rental facility.
T h i s  l i c e n s e
demonstrates that you
possess a higher level
of  knowledge  beyond
basic  cosmetology  or
esthet ics.  You  are
e x p e c t e d  t o
understand  complex
state  board  ru les,
sanitation  and  safety
protocols,  employee
management,  and
business operations.
The  Minnesota  Board
o f  Cosmeto log i s t
Examiners  mandates
that applicants not only
h a v e  p r a c t i c a l
experience  but  also
pass a rigorous written
examinat ion.  This
exam tests your ability
to  navigate  the  real-
world  challenges  of
running a salon. Failing
t h i s  e x a m  m e a n s
delaying  your  career
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advancement  and
potentially  losing  job
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
Therefore,  investing
time  in  a  high-quality
Mn  Cosmetology
Managers  License
Practice  Test  is  not
just a study aid; it is a
strategic career move.

Eligibility
Requirem
ents for
the
Manager
License
To  be  eligible  for  the
manager  exam,  you
must  hold  a  current
c o s m e t o l o g y  o r
esthetics  license  and
have  at  least  2,000
hours of experience as

a  licensed practitioner
within  the  past  five
years.  This experience
requirement  ensures
that  only  seasoned
professionals  apply.
However,  even  with
years  of  pract ica l
experience,  many  find
the  exam  content
challenging because it
covers  areas  rarely
seen in a typical salon
c h a i r ,  s u c h  a s
employment  law,  tax
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d
detailed  Minnesota
Administrative  Rules.
T h e  e x a m  i t s e l f
c o n s i s t s  o f  1 0 0
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions, and you are
given  two  hours  to
complete it.  A passing
score typically requires
answering  at  least  70
questions  correctly.
Th i s  m igh t  sound
straightforward,  but
the  specificity  of  the
questions  often  trips
up  even  the  mos t
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experienced  stylists.
This  is  why a focused
MN  Cosmetology
Managers  License
Pract i ce  Test  i s
essential to bridge the
gap  between  practical
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
regulatory knowledge.

WHAT DOES A
COMPREHENSIVE
MN COSMETOLOGY
MANAGERS
LICENSE PRACTICE
TEST COVER?

A  w e l l - d e s i g n e d
practice  test  should
mirror the actual exam
structure  and content.
I t  is  not  enough  to
simply memorize facts;
you need to apply your
knowledge to scenarios
you  w i l l  f ace  as  a
manager. Here are the
p r i m a r y  c o n t e n t
domains  that  any
r e p u t a b l e  M N
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License

Practice  Test  wil l
cover.

Minnesot
a
Statutes
and
Administr
ative
Rules
This is the largest and
most critical section of
the exam. You must be
intimately familiar with
the  laws  that  govern
c o s m e t o l o g y  i n
Minnesota.  Key  areas
include:

Licensing
Requirements:
Understanding
how to renew
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licenses, manage
apprentice
programs, and
handle license
transfers.
Sanitation and
Safety: Detailed
rules on
disinfecting tools,
proper disposal
of sharp objects,
and maintaining
a sanitary
environment.
Many practice
tests will drill you
on specific
disinfection
times and
chemical
concentrations.
Inspection
Procedures:
Knowing what an
inspector looks
for during a salon
visit, including
record-keeping
specifics.
Prohibited
Acts:
Understanding

what constitutes
a violation, such
as practicing
without a valid
license or
performing
services outside
your scope of
practice.

A  q u a l i t y  M N
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice  Test  wil l
include  questions  that
ask  you  to  interpret
these rules rather than
just  recall  them.  For
example, you might be
given a scenario about
an  emp loyee  who
f o r g o t  t o  s i g n  a
sanitation  log  and  be
asked whether this is a
minor  infraction  or  a
major violation.

Salon
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Managem
ent and
Operation

s
This domain tests your
a b i l i t y  t o  r u n  a
business  efficiently.
Topics  include:

Employee
Management:
Hiring, firing,
scheduling, and
maintaining a
positive work
environment.
You must
understand
employment
laws like
overtime pay and
worker
classification.
Financial
Management:
Basic
bookkeeping,

managing
service pricing,
handling client
payments, and
understanding
tax obligations.
Marketing and
Client
Retention:
Strategies for
building a client
base, handling
complaints, and
managing online
reviews.
Record
Keeping: Client
service records,
employee files,
and product
inventory
management.

Practice  tests  often
present  case  studies
where you must decide
the  best  course  of
action  for  a  business
p rob lem,  such  as
handling  a  no-show
client  or  dealing  with
an  employee  theft
accusation.
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Health,
Safety,
and
Infection
Control
While  you  a l ready
know  basic  sanitation
from your cosmetology
license,  the  manager
exam goes deeper. You
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o
oversee  the  entire
salon’s  compliance.
Key  areas  include:

Bloodborne
Pathogens:
Protocols for
handling
accidental cuts
or exposure to
blood.
Chemical
Safety: Proper
storage and

disposal of
chemicals,
ventilation
requirements,
and Material
Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS).
Emergency
Procedures:
What to do in
case of a fire,
chemical spill, or
medical
emergency.
ADA
Compliance:
Ensuring the
salon is
accessible to
clients with
disabilities.

Many  candidates  are
surprised by the depth
of  safety  questions.  A
s o l i d  M N
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice  Test  wil l
include  graphics  or
charts  that  test  your
ability  to  read  safety
labe ls  o r  ident i fy
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correct  disinfection
procedures.

Professio
nal
Conduct
and
Ethics
This  section  evaluates
your  understanding  of
p r o f e s s i o n a l
boundaries and ethical
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .
Topics include:

Client
Confidentiality:
Protecting client
privacy and
personal
information.
Conflict
Resolution:
Mediating
disputes
between

employees or
between
employees and
clients.
Advertising
Standards:
Ensuring your
marketing is
honest and not
misleading.
Inclusive
Practices:
Serving a diverse
clientele with
respect and
courtesy.

Practice tests will often
ask you to choose the
most  ethical  response
in  a  difficult  situation,
s u c h  a s  p r i c i n g
services for a friend or
handling  a  complaint
a b o u t  a  s e r v i c e
provider.

HOW TO USE A MN
COSMETOLOGY
MANAGERS
LICENSE PRACTICE
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TEST EFFECTIVELY

Simply  taking  a  MN
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice Test once is
n o t  e n o u g h .  T o
m a x i m i z e  y o u r
learn ing,  fo l low  a
structured approach.

Start with
a
Diagnosti
c Test
Begin your preparation
by taking a full-length
practice  test  without
any  prior  study.  This
will give you a baseline
score  and  help  you
identify  your  weak
areas.  You  might  find
t h a t  y o u  e x c e l  i n
sanitation but struggle
with  employment  law.
This  diagnostic  phase

is  crucial  for  creating
an efficient  study plan.
Do not worry about the
score at this stage; use
it as a roadmap.

Focus on
Weak
Areas
After  your  diagnostic
t e s t ,  r e v i e w  t h e
q u e s t i o n s  y o u
answered  incorrectly.
G o  b a c k  t o  t h e
Minnesota  Board  of
C o s m e t o l o g i s t
Examiners  rules  and
study  materials  for
those  specific  topics.
Create  flashcards  for
key  terms,  especially
legal  definitions  and
sanitation  protocols.
Take  ano the r  MN
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice  Test  that
focuses  only  on  your



10

10 Mn Cosmetology Managers License
Practice Test

2023-07-12

weak domains, such as
financial  management
or  Minnesota  statutes.
This  targeted  practice
will  strengthen  your
knowledge  efficiently.

Simulate
Real Test
Condition
s
As  your  exam  date
approaches ,  take
practice  tests  under
timed conditions. Sit in
a  quiet  room,  set  a
timer  for  two  hours,
and  do  not  use  any
s t u d y  a i d s .  T h i s
s imu la t i on  he lps
reduce  test  anxiety
and  improves  your
time  management.
Many  candidates  find
that they need to move
quickly  through easier
questions to leave time

for  the  more  complex
s c e n a r i o - b a s e d
questions.  A  realistic
p r a c t i c e  t e s t
experience is the best
way  to  develop  this
pacing.

Review
Explanati
ons
Thorough
ly
W he n  us i ng  a  MN
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice Test, do not
just  check your score.
Read  the  explanation
for  every  question,
b o t h  c o r r e c t  a n d
i n c o r r e c t .
Understanding why an
a n s w e r  i s  r i g h t
d e e p e n s  y o u r
k n o w l e d g e .  I f  a
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practice  test  includes
citations  to  specific
Minnesota  rules,  look
those  up  in  the  official
materials.  This  active
learning process is far
more  effective  than
passive  reading.

SAMPLE PRACTICE
TEST QUESTIONS

To give you a feel for
what  to  expect,  here
are  sample  questions
similar  to  those found
o n  a  M N
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice  Test.

Scenario: A1.
salon employee
accidentally cuts
a client during a
haircut, and
there is bleeding.
What is the first
step the
manager should
take?
A. Apologize to
the client and

offer a discount.
B. Immediately
disinfect the
scissors.
C. Stop the
bleeding and
properly dispose
of contaminated
materials per
OSHA standards.
D. Write an
incident report
and file it away.

Answer:  C.  Safety
protoco ls  requ i re
immediate  control  of
bleeding  and  proper
disposal of biohazards.
While  apologizing  and
document ing  a re
important, they are not
the first priority.

Scenario: You2.
are the manager
of a booth rental
salon. A renter
tells you they
have a valid
license, but you
see it expired six
months ago.
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What is your
responsibility?
A. Ignore it, as
the renter is
responsible for
their own license.
B. Allow them to
work but remind
them to renew it
soon.
C. Prohibit them
from practicing
until they show
proof of a current
license.
D. Report them
to the state
board
immediately
without warning.

Answer:  C.  As  the
manager ,  you  are
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
ensu r i ng  t ha t  a l l
practitioners  in  your
salon  are  properly
l icensed.  Al lowing
s o m e o n e  w i t h  a n
expired license to work
puts  your  own license
a t  r i s k .  Y o u  m u s t
prohibit  practice  until

they  provide  a  valid
license.

Scenario: How3.
often must a
salon maintain a
daily cleaning log
according to
Minnesota state
rules?
A. Only during
state inspections.
B. Daily, with
documentation of
all disinfection
procedures.
C. Weekly, with a
summary of
cleaning
activities.
D. Only when a
chemical service
is performed.

Answer: B. Minnesota
rules  require  daily
documentat ion  of
c l e a n i n g  a n d
d i s i n f e c t i o n
procedures. This log is
often  the  first  thing
inspectors  ask  to  see.
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COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
PREPARING WITH
A PRACTICE TEST

Many  candidates  fail
the exam not because
they  lack  knowledge,
but  because  they
misuse  their  study
t o o l s .  H e r e  a r e
common  pitfalls  when
u s i n g  a  M N
C o s m e t o l o g y
Managers  License
Practice  Test.

Memorizi
ng
Answers
Instead of
Concepts
I t  i s  t e m p t i n g  t o
memorize  the  answer

to  a  specific  question
you have seen before.
However,  the  actual
exam  may  ask  the
same  concept  in  a
different  way.  If  you
only  remember  the
answer,  you  will  be
e a s i l y  c o n f u s e d .
Ins tead ,  focus  on
understanding the rule
or principle behind the
question.  If  a  practice
t e s t  a s k s  a b o u t
s a n i t a t i o n  l o g
requirements,  make
sure you know the rule
itsel f ,  not  just  the
correct  choice  from  a
previous question.

Neglectin
g the
Official
State
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Materials
No  practice  test  can
replace  the  official
Minnesota statutes and
administrative  rules.
The MN Cosmetology
Managers  License
Practice  Test  is  a
supplement,  not  a
substitute. Always read

the  official  documents
p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
Minnesota  Board  of
C o s m e t o l o g i s t
Examiners.  Use  the
practice  test  to  guide
your  study  of  these
official  materials.  If  a
pract ice  quest ion
references  a  specific
rule  number


