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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE 2009
MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE OWNERS
MANUAL MATTERS MORE THAN
YOU THINK

The 2009 Mitsubishi  Eclipse remains a
beloved  sporty  coupe  and  convertible,
known  for  its  striking  design  and
accessible  performance.  Whether  you
own a  GS with  the fuel-efficient  2.4-liter

four-cylinder  engine  or  a  GT  with  the
punchy  3 .8 - l i te r  V6 ,  the  2009
Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners Manual is
an indispensable resource that extends
far beyond a simple glove-box brochure.
This  guide  is  your  primary  source  for
understanding  your  vehicle's  systems,
adhering to recommended maintenance
intervals,  and  troubleshooting  common
issues  before  they  become  costly
repairs. In this comprehensive article, we
will explore every critical aspect of the
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owner’s  manual,  from  understanding
dashboard  warning  lights  to  decoding
the  scheduled  maintenance  plan,
ensuring you get the most out of your
Eclipse  while  preserving  its  reliability
and resale value.

UNDERSTANDING THE LAYOUT
AND KEY SECTIONS OF THE 2009
ECLIPSE OWNER'S MANUAL

The 2009 Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners
Manual  is  meticulously  organized  to
help both new and experienced drivers
find  information  quickly.  The  manual  is
typically  divided  into  several  core
sections,  each  dedicated  to  a  specific
aspect  of  vehicle  operation  and  care.
Familiarizing yourself with this structure
will save you time and frustration when
you  need  to  locate  a  specific  procedure

or specification.

Vehicle
Information and
Specifications
This  opening  sect ion  provides  a
comprehensive  overview  of  your
Eclipse’s  unique  identifiers.  It  includes
the  Vehicle  Identification  Number  (VIN)
location, engine serial number, and key
dimensional  data.  You  will  also  find  the
recommended  tire  pressures,  fluid
capacit ies  (engine  oi l ,  coolant,
transmission  fluid,  and  brake  fluid),  and
approved  fuel  octane  ratings.  For  the
2009  model  year,  the  manual  specifies
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87 octane regular unleaded gasoline for
the  GS  model  and  premium unleaded
(91  octane  or  higher)  for  optimal
performance  in  the  GT  V6.  Knowing
these  specifications  prevents  misfueling
and ensures your engine runs smoothly.

Features and
Controls
This chapter is your go-to reference for
operating every switch,  dial,  and lever
inside  the  cabin.  It  covers  the  audio
system, climate controls  (including the
automatic  climate  control  option),
steering wheel-mounted audio controls,
cruise control, and the power sunroof or
convertible top operation for the Spyder
models.  The  manual  also  details  the

operation of  the keyless entry system,
the  immobilizer  anti-theft  feature,  and
the  seat  adjustment  mechanisms.  For
owners  of  the  convert ib le  2009
Mitsubishi  Eclipse  Spyder,  special
attent ion  is  given  to  the  proper
procedure for  lowering and raising the
soft top, including safety precautions to
avoid damage or injury.

Comfort and
Convenience
Features
Beyond the basic controls,  the manual
explains  how  to  use  the  available
convenience options that enhance your
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driving  experience.  This  includes
information  on  the  optional  Rockford
Fosgate premium sound system with its
subwoofer  and  amplifier,  the  Bluetooth
hands-free phone system (if equipped),
and the trip computer. The manual also
provides  instructions  for  setting  the
clock,  programming  the  garage  door
opener  (Homelink  system),  and  using
the 12-volt power outlets. Understanding
these  features  through  the  2009
Mitsubishi  Eclipse  Owners  Manual
helps  you  maximize  the  enjoyment  of
your vehicle's interior amenities.

DECODING DASHBOARD
WARNING LIGHTS AND
INDICATOR SYMBOLS

One of  the most  practical  uses of  the
2009  Mitsubishi  Eclipse  Owners

Manual  is  interpreting  the  many
warning lights and indicator symbols on
y o u r  i n s t r u m e n t  c l u s t e r .
Misunderstanding  a  warning  light  can
lead  to  unnecessary  panic  or,  worse,
ignoring a serious mechanical issue. The
manual  provides  a  detailed  chart  that
explains  each light’s  meaning and the
recommended action.

Check Engine Light
(Malfunction Indicator Lamp):
This amber light indicates an
emission or engine management
fault. The manual advises that
while the vehicle may still be
drivable, you should have the
system diagnosed promptly to
prevent catalyst or engine
damage.
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Battery Charge Warning Light:
Illuminates when the charging
system voltage is too low. The
manual suggests checking the
battery terminals and alternator
belt, and seeking service if the
light remains on.
Oil Pressure Warning Light: A
red light that, if illuminated while
driving, indicates dangerously low
oil pressure. The manual instructs
you to stop the engine
immediately and check the oil
level. Never drive with this light
on.
ABS Warning Light: Indicates a
fault in the Anti-lock Braking
System. The manual explains that
the standard braking system will
still function, but the ABS may not

engage during hard stops.
Airbag (SRS) Warning Light: If
this light stays on after startup,
the Supplemental Restraint
System has a fault. The manual
strongly recommends immediate
inspection by a Mitsubishi dealer.
Brake System Warning Light:
May indicate the parking brake is
engaged or that brake fluid level is
low. The manual provides specific
steps to check both conditions.

By  keeping  your  owner’s  manual
accessible,  you  can  quickly  differentiate
between a  minor  reminder  (such as  a
low washer fluid indicator) and an urgent
stop-now condition, empowering you to
make  safe,  informed  decisions  on  the
road.
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THE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
PLAN: KEEPING YOUR ECLIPSE
RELIABLE

The 2009 Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners
M a n u a l  c o n t a i n s  a  d e t a i l e d
maintenance  schedule  that,  when
followed, ensures your vehicle remains
dependable for years to come. Mitsubishi
d iv ided  ma in tenance  in to  two
categories:  routine  and  severe.  Most
owners  wil l  fal l  under  the  severe
schedule if they frequently drive in stop-
and-go traffic, dusty conditions, extreme
temperatures,  or on short  trips of  less
than five miles.

Severe vs.
Normal
Maintenance
Intervals
Understanding  the  difference  between
these schedules is  crucial.  The normal
schedule  recommends  oil  and  filter
changes  every  7,500  miles  or  7.5
months,  while  the  severe  schedule
reduces this interval  to 3,750 miles or
3.75  months.  Similarly,  the  manual
specifies that the engine air  filter,  spark
plugs,  and  transmission  fluid  are
serviced at different intervals depending
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on your driving conditions. For the 3.8-
liter  V6  engine,  the  spark  plugs  are
platinum-tipped  and  rated  for  100,000
miles under normal conditions, but the
severe  schedule  shortens  replacement
intervals  for  optimal  performance.
Ignoring these distinctions can lead to
premature wear, reduced fuel economy,
and voided warranty coverage if a failure
occurs due to neglected maintenance.

Key Fluid Checks
and
Replacements

Engine Oil: Use 5W-20 or 5W-301.
meeting API SL or SM standards.

The manual specifies capacity with
filter: 4.5 quarts for the 2.4L and
5.0 quarts for the 3.8L.
Coolant: Mitsubishi recommends2.
using a high-quality ethylene-
glycol based coolant with a 50/50
mix. Full replacement is scheduled
at 100,000 miles.
Transmission Fluid: For the3.
automatic transmission, use
Mitsubishi ATF SP III or equivalent.
The manual warns against using
generic fluids that may cause
shifting issues.
Brake and Clutch Fluid: Use4.
DOT 3 or DOT 4 brake fluid. The
manual recommends a fluid flush
every 30,000 miles to prevent
moisture absorption and internal
corrosion.
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Power Steering Fluid: Use5.
Mitsubishi Power Steering Fluid or
an equivalent ATF. The manual
provides a simple check procedure
using the dipstick located near the
reservoir.

Tire Rotation and
Alignment
The  manual  specifies  tire  rotation  every
7,500 miles to promote even tread wear.
It also provides the recommended wheel
alignment  specifications,  including  toe,
camber, and caster angles. Maintaining
proper  tire  pressure  (32  psi  front  and
rear  for  most  configurations)  is
emphasized  for  safety,  handling,  and

fuel  efficiency.  The  2009  Mitsubishi
Eclipse Owners Manual  also includes
the size and load ratings for both original
equipment tires and approved winter tire
alternatives.

COMMON TROUBLESHOOTING
AND DIY TIPS FROM THE MANUAL

While the owner’s manual is not a repair
manua l ,  i t  conta ins  a  va luab le
troubleshooting  section  that  addresses
common  minor  issues.  This  chapter
helps  you  diagnose  problems  before
deciding to visit a mechanic.

Engine Will Not
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Start
The manual guides you through a logical
sequence:  check  that  the  automatic
transmission  is  in  Park  or  the  clutch
pedal  is  fully  depressed  (manual
transmission),  verify  the  battery
terminals are clean and tight, listen for
the  fuel  pump  priming  sound,  and
inspect the engine immobilizer light to
ensure  the  key  is  recognized.  If  the
engine  cranks  but  does  not  start,  the
manual suggests checking the fuel level
and ensuring there are no blown fuses
related  to  the  fuel  pump  or  ignition
system.

Overheating
If the temperature gauge enters the red
zone, the manual provides clear steps:
safely  pull  over,  turn  off  the  air
conditioning, and turn on the heater to
draw heat away from the engine. Do not
open the radiator cap while the engine is
hot.  Wait  for  the engine to  cool,  then
check the coolant level in the reservoir
tank.  The  manual  also  includes  a
diagram  showing  the  location  of  the
coolant  drain  plug  and  the  proper
bleeding  procedure  for  the  cooling
system,  which  is  especially  important
after a coolant change.
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Electrical System
Issues
The manual  contains  a  comprehensive
fuse box diagram for  both the interior
(driver’s side dashboard) and the engine
compartment  fuse boxes.  Each fuse is
labeled  with  its  amperage  and  circuit
name (e.g., “Horn,” “Tail Lights,” “ECU”).
This allows any owner to quickly replace
a  blown  fuse  without  guesswork.  The
manual also covers replacing light bulbs
for the headlights, tail lights, and interior
lights, providing bulb types (such as H7
for low beams) and removal instructions.

OWNERS MANUAL AND THE

CONVERTIBLE TOP (SPYDER
MODELS)

For  owners  of  the  2009  Mitsubishi
Eclipse  Spyder,  the  convertible  top
operation  is  a  critical  feature  that
requires  careful  attention.  The  2009
Mitsubishi  Eclipse  Owners  Manual
dedicates  a  specific  subsection  to  the
proper  use  and  care  of  the  power-
retractable soft top. It emphasizes that
the top should only be operated when
the vehicle is stationary and the engine
is running (to ensure full battery power).
The  manual  also  explains  the  latch
release mechanism, the tonneau cover
operation,  and  the  importance  of
keeping the top clean and treated with a
fabric protectant to prevent water leaks
and  sun  damage.  Additionally,  the
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manual  includes  a  warning  about
operating the top in temperatures below
freezing,  as  the  fabric  may  stiffen  and
tear.

WARRANTY INFORMATION AND
OWNER OBLIGATIONS

The  final  sections  of  the  2009
Mitsubishi  Eclipse  Owners  Manual
cover  the terms and conditions of  the
manufacturer’s warranty. It outlines the
basic  limited  warranty  (typically  3
years/36,000  miles),  the  powertrain
limited warranty (5 years/60,000 miles),
and  the  anti-corrosion  perforation
warranty  (7  years/100,000  miles).  The
manual  also  specifies  the  owner’s
obl igations:  performing  routine
maintenance on schedule, using genuine
Mitsubishi  replacement  parts  for

warranty-covered repairs, and retaining
receipts and service records. Failure to
adhere to these requirements can result
in denied warranty claims. The manual
also  explains  the  dispute  resolution
process  and  p rov ides  con tac t
information  for  Mitsubishi’s  regional
customer  service  centers.

WHERE TO FIND A 2009
MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE OWNERS
MANUAL TODAY

If you purchased a used Eclipse and the
original  paper  manual  is  missing,  you
have  several  options.  Many  owners  find
that a digital PDF version of the 2009
Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners Manual is
available  for  free  download  from  the
Mitsubishi  Motors  website  or  through
reputable  third-party  archives.  These



12

12 2009 Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners Manual 2026-01-30

digital  versions  are  fully  searchable,
making  it  even  easier  to  locate  specific
instructions  or  specifications.
Additionally,  you  can  find  printed
reproductions from online retailers that
specialize in OEM documentation. Some
dedicated  Eclipse  forums  also  host
community-scanned copies that include
supplemental  technical  bulletins.
Regardless of the format, ensuring you
have access to this  manual  is  a small
investment  that  pays  dividends  in
preventive  maintenance  and  informed
decision-making.

CONCLUSION

The 2009 Mitsubishi Eclipse Owners
Manual is far more than a dusty booklet
stored in the glove compartment. It is a
comprehensive guide to safe operation,
routine  maintenance,  and  basic
troubleshooting  that  empowers  you  to
take control of your vehicle’s care. From
interpreting  dashboard  symbols  to
following the correct oil change interval
for  your  driving  habits,  the  manual
provides  the  foundational  knowledge
every Eclipse owner needs. Whether you
drive a GS cou


