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MASTERING THE HEDGEHOG: THE DEFINITIVE SONIC
UNLEASHED WII GUIDE

Few games in the blue blur's extensive library have sparked as
much debate as Sonic Unleashed. Originally released in 2008,
this title dared to split the experience into two distinct gameplay
styles:  blistering  high-speed  platforming  during  the  day  and
slower,  combat-focused  beat-'em-up  action  during  the  night.
While the PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360 versions often steal the
spotlight, the Wii iteration is a unique beast entirely, featuring
different level design, altered hub worlds, and exclusive content.
For  newcomers  and  returning  players  alike,  this  Sonic
Unleashed Wii guide will help you navigate every corner of the
adventure,  from  mastering  the  Day  stages  to  surviving  the
Werehog's brawls.
Whether you are hunting for Sun Medals, Moon Medals, or simply
trying to achieve an S-Rank on every stage, understanding the
nuances of the Wii version is critical. This guide is designed to be
your  companion,  offering  practical  tips,  strategic  advice,  and
comprehensive  walkthrough  insights  tailored  specifically  for
Nintendo's  motion-controlled  classic.

GETTING STARTED: THE ESSENTIALS OF SONIC
UNLEASHED ON WII

Before  diving  into  the  high-speed  chaos,  it  is  important  to
understand  the  core  mechanics  that  define  the  Wii  experience.
Unlike its HD counterparts, the Wii version of Sonic Unleashed
was built from the ground up with the platform's hardware in
mind. The levels are shorter, the camera is adjusted, and the
controls rely heavily on the Wii Remote and Nunchuk.

Understanding the Controls
The control scheme is intuitive but has a learning curve. Master
these basics to avoid frustrating pitfalls:

Movement: Use the Control Stick on the Nunchuk to move
Sonic or the Werehog.
Jumping: Press the A button (or the B button, depending
on your configuration) to jump. A longer press results in a
higher jump.
Spin Dash/Attack: Shake the Nunchuk or press the Z
button to charge a Spin Dash. During Werehog stages,
shaking the Wii Remote performs a standard attack combo.
Quick Step/Grind: Tilt the Wii Remote left or right to quick
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step. This is essential for dodging obstacles and collecting
rings on narrow pathways.
Sonic Boost: Once you collect enough rings, shake the Wii
Remote to activate the Sonic Boost. This consumes rings
rapidly but provides a massive speed increase and allows
you to break through certain barriers.

Hub Worlds: Hub vs. Mazuri
The  game  features  several  hub  worlds,  including  Apotos,
Spagonia, and Chun-nan. Unlike the HD versions, these hubs are
less sprawling but still contain numerous side quests and hidden
items. Speaking of which, let's address the elephant in the room.
The Sonic Unleashed Wii guide community often discusses the
structure of these hubs. You will find villagers who offer missions
for experience points, food items to boost your stats, and, most
importantly, Medals.

MEDAL MANIA: COLLECTING SUN AND MOON MEDALS

The progression system in Sonic Unleashed is tied directly to
collecting Sun Medals and Moon Medals. Sun Medals unlock Day
Stages (the fast Sonic levels), while Moon Medals unlock Night
Stages (the Werehog levels). Running out of medals is the most
common roadblock for players.

Where to Find Sun Medals
Sun Medals are often found in plain sight, but some require a
sharp eye. Here are the best farming strategies:

Day Stages: Always take the alternate paths. If you see a
glint of light off the main path, it is likely a Sun Medal.
Hub Exploration: Check behind buildings, on rooftops,
and in alleyways. In Apotos, look for the rooftops accessible
via grind rails.
Side Quests: Many townsfolk will reward you with Sun
Medals for completing simple tasks like fetching items or
beating a timer.

Strategies for Moon Medals
Moon Medals are significantly easier to spot, as they glow with a
distinct blue aura. They are almost exclusively found at night or
in Werehog-specific areas.

Break Everything: The Werehog is strong. Smash every
box, crate, and light post you see. Moon Medals are
frequently hidden inside breakable objects.
Revisit Hubs: Make sure to return to previous hub worlds
at night. New Moon Medals often appear after you
complete a story chapter.
Werehog Stages: Explore every nook and cranny. The
combat arenas often have hidden alcoves containing these
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crucial items.

DAY STAGES: REACHING TOP SPEED

The Day Stages are what Sonic does best: pure, unadulterated
speed.  The  Wii  version  features  levels  like  Windmill  Isle,
Savannah Citadel,  and Dragon Road.  Here is  how to conquer
them.

The Key to S-Ranks
Achieving an S-Rank on a Day Stage requires three things: speed,
rings collected,  and enemies defeated (or  avoided).  However,
time is the most significant factor.

Know the Route: Memorize the layout. Using the Sonic1.
Boost at the wrong time can send you flying into a
bottomless pit.
Chain Your Boosts: Try to maintain a high ring count.2.
Every 20 rings allows you to boost. Using the boost at the
apex of a jump gives you incredible distance.
Utilize the Homing Attack: Quickly tap the attack button3.
while in the air to home in on enemies and springs. This
keeps your momentum going.

Ring Management
Rings are your lifeline. If you get hit, you lose your rings. If you
get hit with zero rings, you die instantly.

Don't Hoard: If you have a full ring gauge (over 100), use
your boost to break through barriers. You will pick up more
rings immediately after.
Safety First: In tight areas with lots of enemies, it is often
better to slow down slightly and pick off threats with the
Homing Attack rather than boosting through them blindly.

NIGHT STAGES: MASTERING THE WEREHOG

The Werehog sections  are  the most  controversial  part  of  the
game, but they are far from unplayable. On the Wii, the combat is
functional and can be quite satisfying once you understand the
rhythm.  Consider  this  your  essential  Sonic  Unleashed  Wii
guide for the nocturnal brawler.

Combat Combos and
Strategies
The Werehog has several combos, and using the right one for the
right situation is vital.

Ground Pound: Press A in the air while holding down to
slam the ground. This is excellent for breaking shields and
stunning groups of enemies.
Claw Swipe (Shake Remote): Your bread and butter.
Mash this to clear out basic enemies.
Yo-Yo (Shake Nunchuk): This grabs distant enemies and
pulls them to you. It is fantastic for dealing with ranged
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attackers like the Dark Bat.
Cyclone Combo: Press Z to block, then shake both the
Remote and Nunchuk simultaneously. This performs a
spinning attack that hits everything around you.

Platforming as the Werehog
The Werehog is slow, but he has unique abilities for platforming.

Stretch Jump: Point the Wii Remote at the screen and
press A to grab ledges far away. This is essential for
reaching high platforms.
Wall Climbing: You can climb specific textured walls.
Simply jump at them and push the Control Stick upward.
Shake the remote to climb faster.
Puzzle Solving: Many Night Stages involve pushing blocks
or pulling levers. Take your time; there is no timer penalty
in these sections.

UPGRADES AND PROGRESSION

Your performance in stages earns you Experience Points (EXP).
As you level up, you unlock new abilities and stat boosts.

Leveling Up Sonic
Sonic's  upgrades  are  mostly  passive,  such  as  increased  ring
capacity, faster boost recovery, and higher jump height. Focus on
leveling up the Ring Gauge first. A larger ring gauge means you

can boost longer and survive more hits.

Leveling Up the Werehog
The  Werehog  relies  heavily  on  active  abilities.  Prioritize  the
following upgrades:

Combo Power: Increases the damage of your standard
attacks.
Health Gauge: The Werehog takes a lot of damage. More
health is always better.
Unleash Mode: This is the Werehog's version of the Sonic
Boost. It makes you temporarily invincible and massively
increases damage. Level this up as soon as possible.

Cooking and Food Bonuses
Throughout the hub worlds, you can purchase food from vendors.
Eating food permanently increases one of your stats.

Ice Cream: Increases your Ring Gauge.
Steak: Increases the Werehog's Health.
Sushi: Increases your Speed stat.

Make sure to buy and eat every food item you can. The stat
boosts  are  small  but  cumulative,  and  they  make  a  significant
difference  in  the  final  stages  of  the  game.
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BOSS BATTLES: TIPS FOR VICTORY

The boss  fights  in  Sonic Unleashed  are  large-scale  spectacles.
Here  is  a  quick  breakdown  of  how  to  handle  the  major
encounters.

Fighting Dark Gaia Phoenix
This  fiery  bird  is  encountered  in  the  sky.  You  must  chase  it
through  a  linear  stage,  dodging  fireballs  and  boosting  into  its
wings. Pro Tip: Save your boost for the straightaways. Use the
Homing Attack to latch onto the weak points on its body.

The Egg Dragoon
This  mech  battle  occurs  in  two  phases.  During  the  first  phase,
you play as Sonic. Hit the boosters on its legs to stun it, then
attack the cockpit. In the second phase, you play as the Werehog.
Grab the missiles it fires and throw them back at its face.

Perfect Dark Gaia
The  final  boss  is  a  screen-filling  nightmare.  This  fight  is  mostly
about endurance. You will automatically move forward. Focus on
dodging the hands and tentacles that reach from the background.
When you see a glowing orb, attack it. This battle is a test of your
reflexes and your ring management. Do not panic.

COMMON PITFALLS AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

Even experienced players can get tripped up. Here are the most
common mistakes made while playing the Wii version of Sonic
Unleashed and how to avoid them.

Ignoring Medals: Do not rush through the story. If you get
stuck, go back to previous levels and hubs to farm medals.
You will need roughly 60 Sun Medals and 40 Moon Medals
to unlock the final story stage.
Button Mashing: The Werehog sections require timing. If
you just shake the remote wildly, you will perform weak
attacks and leave yourself open to counter-attacks. Learn
the combo rhythms.
Skipping Side Quests: Those optional missions in the hub
worlds are not just filler. They provide EXP, medals, and
food. Avoid skipping them.
Forgetting to Save: The Wii version has specific save
points. If you quit without reaching a save point, you will
lose your progress. Always look for the glowing checkpoint
flags.

OPTIMIZING YOUR EXPERIENCE

To  get  the  most  out  of  Sonic  Unleashed,  consider  these  final
tips for optimizing your playthrough.
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Camera Control
The camera can be your enemy. In Day Stages, the camera is

mostly automated, but in Night Stages, you can adjust it. Use the
D-Pad on the Wii Remote to re-center the camera behind the
Were


