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UNLOCKING THE NEXT STEP: A
COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE LEVEL
2A LESSON BOOK PIANO
ADVENTURES

The  journey  of  learning  piano  is  a
rewarding  path  marked  by  small,
significant  milestones.  For  young
students who have mastered the basics
of  hand  position,  note  reading,  and

simple rhythms, the next chapter often
begins  with  a  single,  iconic  book.  The
Level  2A  Lesson  Book  P iano
Adventures  by  Nancy  and  Randall
Faber is more than just a collection of
sheet  music;  it  is  a  carefully  crafted
gateway  into  more  express ive,
technically  demanding,  and  musically
fulfilling  playing.  This  guide  will  explore
everything you need to know about this
pivotal resource, from its core concepts
to  practical  tips  for  teachers  and
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parents.
If you have ever wondered what makes
this  particular  book  a  cornerstone  of
piano education, you have come to the
right place. We will break down the skills
it  teaches,  how  it  fits  into  the  broader
Piano  Adventures  series,  and  why  it
remains  a  favor i te  for  students
transitioning  from early  elementary  to
late elementary playing.

WHAT IS THE LEVEL 2A LESSON
BOOK PIANO ADVENTURES?

The  Level  2A  Lesson  Book  Piano
Adventures is the fifth core book in the
Piano Adventures method, following the
Primer Level and Level 1 (which is often
split  into 1A and 1B in some editions,
though  the  main  series  moves  from
Primer  to  1  to  2A).  It  is  designed  for

students  who  are  comfortable  reading
notes on the staff in both treble and bass
clefs, understand basic time signatures
(like 4/4, 3/4, and 2/4), and can perform
with a steady beat.
What sets this level apart is its focus on
musicality  and  expression.  While
Primer  and  Level  1  focus  heavily  on
establishing  reading  skills  and  correct
hand  shape,  Level  2A  introduces  the
elements that make music come alive:
phrasing,  dynamics,  articulation
(staccato and legato), and the concept of
intervals.  The  book  is  structured  as  a
progressive  journey,  with  each  unit
building  on  the  last,  ensuring  that
students  develop  confidence  as  they
tackle  new  challenges.



Level 2a Lesson Book Piano Adventures 3

3

The Philosophical
Approach
Fabers’  method  is  built  around  a
"philosophy  of  discovery."  This  means
the  Level  2A  Lesson  Book  Piano
Adventures  does  not  simply  tell
students to play a piece a certain way.
Instead,  it  uses  cleverly  composed
exercises  and  songs  to  help  them
*discover*  how  music  works.  For
example,  instead  of  a  dry  theory
explanation  about  intervals,  a  student
might play a song that heavily features
steps and skips,  allowing them to feel
the  difference  physically  and  aurally.
This hands-on approach makes learning
s t i c k  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  r o t e

memorization.

WHO IS THIS BOOK FOR?

This  is  a  crucial  question  for  teachers
and  parents.  The  Level  2A  Lesson
Book  Piano  Adventures  is  typically
intended  for  students  aged  7  to  10,
though age is less important than skill
level.  A student is  ready for this book
when they can do the following:

Read notes fluently: They
should recognize notes on the staff
without having to "Every Good Boy
Does Fine" every single note. They
should know middle C, treble G,
and bass F positions comfortably.
Maintain a steady beat: The
student can count aloud while
playing simple rhythms and can
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keep a consistent tempo without
speeding up or slowing down.
Play with a relaxed hand: The
basics of finger numbers and hand
position (curved fingers, relaxed
wrist) should be established.
Understand basic symbols:
They are familiar with the staff,
clefs, bar lines, and repeat signs.

If a student is still struggling with note
recognition  or  has  a  very  tense  hand
position,  going  back  to  Level  1  or
supplementing  with  the  Level  1
Technique & Artistry Book is often a
better call. However, for the majority of
students who have completed Level 1,
the  Level  2a  Lesson  Book  Piano
Adventures is the perfect next step. It
offers  a  challenge  that  is  significant

enough to feel like progress but not so
daunting that it causes frustration.

KEY CONCEPTS AND SKILLS
TAUGHT IN LEVEL 2A

Let  us  dive  into  the  specific  musical
elements  covered.  This  is  where  the
book  truly  shines.  Each  concept  is
introduced  through  a  simple,  catchy
song  that  exemplifies  the  idea.

1. Major and
Minor Five-Finger
Patterns
One of the first major hurdles in Level 2A
is understanding the difference between
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a  major  and  minor  sound.  Students
explore  five-finger  patterns  (C,  G,  D,  A,
and  F  major,  along  with  their  relative
minors).  This  is  not  just  about  playing
the correct notes; it is about listening
for  the mood.  A major  pattern sounds
"happy"  or  "bright,"  while  the  minor
pattern  sounds  "sad"  or  "mysterious."
This  is  often  an  "aha!"  moment  for
young pianists.

2. Intervals: The
Building Blocks
of Melody
While  Level  1  introduced seconds  and
thirds,  Level  2A  expands  the  interval

vocabulary  significantly.  Students  learn
to  quickly  recognize  and play  fourths
and fifths by sight and sound. The book
uses clever visual cues (like a "ski jump"
for  a  fifth)  to  make  this  intuitive.
Understanding intervals by shape, rather
than naming every single note, speeds
up reading ability immensely.

3. Articulation:
Staccato vs.
Legato
This  is  where  the  music  starts  to
"dance."  Students  learn  to  play
staccato  (short,  detached  notes)  and
legato (smooth, connected notes). The
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book  provides  specific  exercises  to
practice  the  feeling  of  pulling  the  finger
off  the  key  for  staccato  versus
transferring weight for legato. Mastering
this  distinction  is  essential  for  playing
c lass i ca l ,  pop ,  and  jazz  mus ic
convincingly.

4. Dynamics:
Shaping the
Sound
Forte  (loud)  and  piano  (soft)  were
introduced earlier.  Now,  the Level  2A
Lesson Book Piano Adventures adds
mezzo-forte,  mezzo-piano,  and
introduces the concept of the crescendo

(gradual ly  get t ing  louder)  and
decrescendo  (gradually  getting  softer).
This  is  a  huge  step  in  musicality.
Students are no longer just hitting the
right notes; they are telling a story with
volume.

5. The Primary
Chords (I, IV, V7)
Chord  theory  is  gently  introduced.
Students  learn  to  build  the  tonic  (I),
subdominant (IV), and dominant seventh
(V7) chords in the keys of C and G major.
This is the "secret sauce" behind most
Western  music.  Understanding  these
chords helps students see the harmonic
structure  of  a  piece,  making  it  much
easier  to  memorize  and  play  with



Level 2a Lesson Book Piano Adventures 7

7

understanding.

6. Transposition
Early on, the book encourages students
to  take  a  simple  melody  and  play  it
starting on a different note. This practice
of  transposition  is  a  powerful  brain
trainer.  It  reinforces the understanding
of  intervals  and  keys,  moving  the
student  away  from  relying  solely  on
finger memory.

HOW THE LESSON BOOK
INTEGRATES WITH THE SERIES

One  of  the  greatest  strengths  of  the
Piano  Adventures  method  is  that  the
Level  2A  Lesson  Book  P iano
Adventures  is  not  meant  to  be  used
alone. It is part of a coordinated system.

To  get  the  most  out  of  it,  teachers
typically assign parallel books:

Level 2A Theory Book:
Reinforces the concepts learned in
the Lesson Book through writing,
drawing, and composing exercises.
Level 2A Performance Book:
Provides additional repertoire
pieces that are slightly easier or at
the same level as the Lesson Book.
This gives students more material
to practice and perform.
Level 2A Technique & Artistry
Book: This is essential for building
good habits. It includes "secret"
warm-ups that isolate specific
technical challenges (like finger
independence or wrist circles).

Using  all  four  books  in  tandem is  the
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"complete"  method.  The  Level  2a
Lesson  Book  Piano  Adventures
provides  the  core  instruction,  but  the
other books solidify the skills.  Think of
the Lesson Book as the main course, and
the  others  as  the  vegetables,  dessert,
and vitamins—all necessary for a healthy
musical diet.

TIPS FOR TEACHERS USING
LEVEL 2A

If  you  are  a  teacher,  here  are  some
strategies to make this book even more
effective:

Embrace the 'Discovery'1.
Method: Do not over-explain. Let
the student figure out a staccato
piece on their own first. Ask, "Does
that sound short and bouncy or

smooth and connected?" Let them
hear the difference.
Focus on the 'Why': When a2.
student plays a minor pattern, ask
them how it makes them feel.
Connect the technique to emotion.
This turns a dry exercise into a
meaningful experience.
Use the 'Ghost' Technique: For3.
tricky hand crossovers or leaps,
have the student "ghost" the notes
(lightly touch the keys without
pressing) at high speed before
playing them accurately. This
builds confidence.
Prioritize Improvisation: Many4.
units in the Level 2A Lesson
Book Piano Adventures suggest
a short improvisation exercise. Do
not skip these! They are vital for
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creativity and understanding the
"rules" of music by breaking them
safely.

TIPS FOR PARENTS AND
STUDENTS

For the student and parent practicing at
home,  the  key  is  consistency  and
patience.

Practice the '5-Finger Patterns'
First: Before playing any song,
spend two minutes playing the
five-finger pattern of the key for
that week. This warms up the
fingers and ears.
Count Out Loud: Level 2A
introduces more complex rhythms
(including dotted quarter notes).
Counting out loud is not optional; it

is essential.
Record Yourself: Play a piece
once for accuracy, then record
yourself playing the second time
for expression. Listen back. Can
you hear the staccato notes? Is the
crescendo obvious?
Celebrate Small Wins: Mastery
of a new interval or a clean
performance of a short piece is a
big deal. Acknowledge the
progress. The Level 2A Lesson
Book Piano Adventures is a
journey, not a race.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

No book is without its challenges. Here
are the most common hurdles students
face in Level 2A and how to clear them:
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The Challenge: Hand
coordination when playing chords
in the left hand versus melody in
the right hand.
Solution: Practice hands
separately until each hand can
play its part without looking. Then,
put them together very slowly,
almost painfully slowly. Use a
metronome.
The Challenge: Understanding
how to play a crescendo without
hitting the keys harder (which
creates harsh sound).
Solution: Think of it like pulling
the sound out of the keys with a
slow, smooth arm motion, rather
than punching down. Practice a
single note, starting soft and
getting loud using arm weight

only.
The Challenge: Boredom with
repetition.
Solution: Change the tempo. Play
the piece like a robot (stiff and on
beat), then like a bouncy ball (with
swing). Create a story for the song.
Make it a game.

WHY THIS BOOK REMAINS A
FAVORITE

In a market flooded with piano methods,
the  Level  2A  Lesson  Book  Piano
Adventures  s tands  out  fo r  i t s
pedagogical  integrity.  The  music  is
genuinely enjoyable to play, which is the
single most important factor for keeping
a student motivated. The pieces sound
more like real music than dry exercises,
even when they


