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WHO IS SCRUFFY THE TUESDAY DOG? UNDERSTANDING THE INTERNET’S
FAVORITE WEEKLY VISITOR

In the vast, often chaotic world of web comics, few characters achieve the kind of quiet, enduring
recognition  that  Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog  has  earned.  Created  by  Nicholas  Gurewitch  for  his
acclaimed webcomic The Perry Bible  Fellowship  (PBF),  Scruffy is  a  deceptively  simple character:  a
scrappy, perpetually cheerful terrier who appears only once a week — on Tuesdays. But beneath
that humble premise lies a rich vein of humor, nostalgia, and commentary on the rhythms of modern
life.  This  article  dives  deep  into  the  origins,  evolution,  and  cultural  significance  of  Scruffy  the
Tuesday Dog, offering a comprehensive look at why this Tuesday dog has become a beloved fixture
for fans around the world.
The magic of Scruffy the Tuesday Dog lies not in elaborate plots or stunning artwork, but in the pure,
absurdist commitment to a single gag. Every Tuesday, without fail, the comic features the same
image  of  Scruffy  —  a  rough-hewn,  pencil-sketched  mutt  with  a  goofy  grin  —  accompanied  by  a
simple caption like “It’s Tuesday, Scruffy” or “Scruffy says it’s Tuesday.” The joke is that there is no
joke; the predictability itself is the punchline. Over time, this weekly ritual has transformed into a
beloved meme, a social media tradition, and a subtle meditation on time, routine, and the comfort of
small, reliable pleasures.

The Birth of Scruffy: Origins in The Perry
Bible Fellowship
To  understand  Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog,  one  must  first  appreciate  the  world  of  The  Perry  Bible
Fellowship.  Launched in 2001 by Nicholas Gurewitch, PBF quickly became a staple of the early
internet comic scene. Known for its dark humor, surreal twists, and minimalist art style, PBF often
delivered  devastating  punchlines  in  just  three  or  four  panels.  Scruffy  debuted  in  2003,  originally
appearing as a minor character in a few strips. However, readers immediately latched onto the
scruffy little dog’s deadpan, unflappable presence.
Gurewitch soon realized the character’s potential as a running gag. Rather than overusing him, he
limited Scruffy’s appearances to Tuesdays — a day often considered dull  or unloved in the weekly
calendar.  The  result  was  an  instant  hit.  Fans  began anticipating  Tuesday not  as  a  humdrum
workday,  but  as  the  day  Scruffy  would  show  up.  The  comic  became  a  shared  weekly  ritual,  with
readers posting Scruffy images on forums and later on social media platforms like Twitter, Tumblr,
and Reddit.
What  makes  Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog  so  enduring  is  the  way  he  inverts  the  typical  webcomic
formula. Most comics strive for novelty,  variety,  and constant surprise. Scruffy offers none of that.
Instead,  he  offers  absolute  consistency.  The  sameness  becomes  the  point.  In  a  world  of  endless
content and algorithmic chaos, Scruffy is a fixed point — a Tuesday dog that you can always count
on, no matter what.

THE ANATOMY OF A SCRUFFY TUESDAY: ART, HUMOR, AND ROUTINE

Every installment of Scruffy the Tuesday Dog follows a strict, almost ritualistic format. The image is
always  a  single  panel,  drawn  in  Gurewitch’s  signature  loose,  sketchy  style.  Scruffy  is  shown  in  a
variety of mundane postures: sitting, lying down, staring at the reader, sometimes holding a sign or
wearing a tiny accessory. The caption always references the day of the week, usually with a playful
or absurd twist. Examples include:

“It’s Tuesday, Scruffy.”
“Scruffy confirms it’s Tuesday.”
“Scruffy’s Tuesday greeting.”
“Tuesday according to Scruffy.”

Sometimes  the  caption  is  completely  offbeat,  like  “Scruffy  says  the  Tuesday  papers  are  in,”  or
“Scruffy  advises  you  to  have  a  Tuesday.”  The  humor  is  dry,  meta,  and  self-aware.  By  sticking  so
rigidly to the formula, Gurewitch turns the comic into a commentary on the nature of serialized art
and the absurdity of weekly expectations.

Why Tuesday? The Psychology of a
Forgotten Day
The choice of Tuesday is no accident. Among the seven days of the week, Tuesday is perhaps the
most unremarkable. It lacks the fresh-start energy of Monday, the midweek relief of Wednesday, the
anticipation of Thursday, or the euphoria of Friday. Tuesday is the day after Monday blues, yet still
far from the weekend. It’s a day that often feels like a slog — a blank spot in the weekly narrative.
Scruffy the Tuesday Dog reclaims this overlooked day and turns it into something special. By giving
Tuesday its own mascot, the comic encourages readers to find joy in the mundane. It’s a small but
powerful reminder that every day can be a little brighter if we simply choose to see it that way. The
comic’s popularity also taps into a broader trend of “micro-celebrations” online — think of National
Donut Day or World Emoji Day. Scruffy is essentially a recurring celebration of Tuesday itself.
From an SEO perspective, the phrase “Scruffy the Tuesday Dog” often spikes in search traffic every
Tuesday, as fans look for the latest comic or share the meme. This weekly search pattern has made
the keyword a valuable one for content creators and marketers covering internet culture.

SCRUFFY’S CULTURAL IMPACT: FROM WEBCOMIC TO GLOBAL MEME

Over  the  years,  Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog  has  transcended  the  boundaries  of  PBF  to  become  a
standalone  internet  phenomenon.  The  image  of  Scruffy  has  been  shared  millions  of  times  across
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Reddit, and even TikTok. Fans have created merchandise, fan art, and
even tattoos dedicated to the Tuesday dog. The character has been referenced in YouTube videos,
podcasts,  and  blogs.  In  many  ways,  Scruffy  represents  a  pure,  uncommercialized  form of  internet
fame — no brand deals, no spin-off series, just a simple dog saying it’s Tuesday.
One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects  of  Scruffy’s  spread  is  how  the  meme  adapts  to  different
contexts. Some users add their own captions or edit Scruffy into photographs. Others create “Scruffy
check-ins,” where they post the image to mark the start of their Tuesday. The character has even
been used as a reaction image for  anything related to time,  routine,  or  steadfastness.  Scruffy has
become a symbol of reliability in an unreliable digital world.

Scruffy and the Art of Minimalist Comedy
Scruffy the Tuesday Dog is a masterclass in minimalist comedy. The joke itself  is so simple that it
risks being called lazy, yet it works precisely because of that simplicity. Gurewitch understands that
repetition, when handled with care, can become a source of deep, resonant humor. Each new
Scruffy comic is a tiny gift — the same gift you’ve received 52 times a year for nearly two decades,
yet you still smile when you open it.
This approach stands in stark contrast to the content-saturation that plagues modern social media.
Most creators feel pressured to constantly innovate, to chase algorithms, and to produce ever-more
shocking or elaborate content. Scruffy ignores all that. He is content to just be Scruffy. In doing so,
he teaches us a valuable lesson about the power of consistency and the importance of having a
brand identity — even if that identity is simply “the dog that shows up on Tuesdays.”

WHERE TO FIND SCRUFFY THE TUESDAY DOG TODAY

For those new to the phenomenon, the best place to catch Scruffy the Tuesday Dog is on the official
Perry Bible Fellowship website, pbfcomics.com. The site archives every Scruffy comic, allowing fans
to browse through years of Tuesday content. Additionally, the official PBF social media accounts on
Twitter  and  Tumblr  post  new  Scruffy  strips  every  Tuesday  without  fail.  A  simple  search  for
#ScruffyTuesday  or  “Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog”  will  also  surface  countless  fan  shares  and  edits.
It’s worth noting that the character has never been officially merchandise in a mainstream way — no
plush toys, no T-shirts — which only adds to his underground appeal. However, third-party fan shops
have created unofficial Scruffy merchandise, and you can find stickers, prints, and even coffee mugs
on sites like Redbubble and Etsy. The lack of commercialization actually strengthens the character’s
authenticity. Scruffy belongs to everyone.

Scruffy in the Age of Algorithmic Content
In today’s internet landscape, where platforms reward viral  hits and short-form videos, Scruffy the
Tuesday Dog stands as a quiet, analog relic. Yet his persistence is remarkable. While many memes
burn bright  and fade in weeks,  Scruffy has endured for  over two decades.  Part  of  this  longevity is
due to the weekly format — each new comic is an event that re-engages the audience. But the
deeper  reason  is  that  Scruffy  provides  a  sense  of  structure.  In  a  world  where  we  are  constantly
bombarded with breaking news and endless scrolling, Scruffy is a fixed appointment. He is the online
equivalent of a friendly neighbor who waves at you every Tuesday morning.
For  content  creators,  Scruffy’s  success  offers  a  valuable  SEO lesson:  consistency  beats  novelty.  A
well-executed,  recurring theme can build  a  loyal  audience that  returns  week after  week.  The
keyword  “Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog”  may  not  be  a  high-volume  search  term,  but  it  has  incredibly
strong relevance and engagement among its niche audience. That targeted loyalty is often more
valuable than broad, shallow traffic.

HOW TO INCORPORATE SCRUFFY THE TUESDAY DOG INTO YOUR OWN CONTENT

Whether you run a blog, a social media account, or a newsletter, there are creative ways to lean into
the Scruffy phenomenon without feeling derivative. Consider these ideas:

Start a “Tuesday Check-In” Series: Use Scruffy as a visual cue to greet your audience1.
every Tuesday. It could be a short video, a quote, or a music recommendation.
Write a Weekly Column Tied to Tuesday: Tap into the “Tuesday is the new Monday” vibe2.
and publish your most substantive content on that day.
Create Your Own Recurring Meme: Develop a simple, repeatable character or motif that3.
you post every Tuesday. Over time, it will become your own version of Scruffy.
Use Scruffy Imagery in Branding: If your brand values reliability and consistency, Scruffy’s4.
aesthetic can reinforce that message.

Of course, always credit Nicholas Gurewitch and avoid outright copying the original comic. Instead,
let Scruffy inspire you to find your own unique Tuesday tradition.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING CHARM OF A SIMPLE TUESDAY DOG

In an era of high-production-value content and endless trends, Scruffy the Tuesday Dog remains
a testament  to  the  power  of  simplicity.  He is  a  character  that  asks  nothing of  us  except  to
acknowledge that it’s Tuesday. He does not try to sell us anything, educate us, or make us think
deeply. He just shows up, wagging his metaphorical tail, and reminds us that even the most ordinary
day  can  be  special  if  we  pay  attention.  Scruffy  the  Tuesday  Dog is  more  than  a  meme — he  is  a
weekly reassurance that some things, thankfully, never change. And that is exactly what we need.
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