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UNDERSTANDING THE
POMERANIAN COAT: A
GROOMING PRIMER

Few things are as iconic as the luxurious,
double-coated fluff of a healthy
Pomeranian. That plush, fox-like
appearance is a hallmark of the breed,
but it doesn't happen by accident.
Learning how to groom a Pomeranian is
one of the most important
responsibilities of any Pom parent. Their

coat is unique—composed of a dense,
soft undercoat and a longer, harsher
outer coat—and it requires a dedicated
routine to keep it free of mats, tangles,
and debris. Whether you are preparing
for a dog show or simply want your
companion to look and feel their best,
proper grooming is essential for their
health, comfort, and happiness. This
guide provides a comprehensive, step-
by-step approach to mastering the art of
Pomeranian grooming, ensuring your
little lion dog stays magnificent between
visits to the professional groomer.


https://app.ardentx.com/

ESSENTIAL GROOMENGTOOLSers
underestimate the sheer volume of fur a
small dog can produce. This is not a low-
maintenance breed. Without regular
care, mats can form close to the skin,
causing pain and skin infections.
Understanding the texture and growth
pattern of your Pom's coat will help you
choose the right tools and techniques.
The goal is not just aesthetics; proper
grooming stimulates blood flow to the
skin, distributes natural oils for a healthy
sheen, and allows you to check for
lumps, bumps, or parasites. Let's dive
into the necessary tools and routines
that will make grooming a positive
experience for both you and your furry
friend.

FOR A POMERANIAN

Before you begin, having the correct
equipment is half the battle. Investing in
high-quality tools specifically designed
for double-coated breeds will make the
process easier and prevent damage to
your dog's coat. Using the wrong brush,
for example, can break the hair shafts or
irritate the skin. Here is a list of non-
negotiable items for your grooming kit.

Brushes and
Combs

 Slicker Brush: This is your
primary tool. Look for one with
fine, bent wires that are gentle on
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the skin. It is excellent for
removing loose undercoat and
preventing mats.

Metal Greyhound Comb: A comb
with both wide and fine teeth is
essential. This is the best tool for
checking your work and removing
smaller tangles, especially around
the ears, legs, and tail.

Pin Brush: Ideal for general
brushing and fluffing the outer
coat. Choose one with rounded
tips to prevent scratching.
Undercoat Rake: For heavy
shedding seasons, an undercoat
rake is a lifesaver. It reaches deep
into the undercoat to remove dead
hair without cutting the topcoat.

Bathing and
Drying Supplies

* Dog-Specific Shampoo and

Conditioner: Use a high-quality,
moisturizing formula designed for
double coats. A whitening or color-
enhancing shampoo can help
brighten the coat color.

Blow Dryer with Nozzle: A
human hair dryer is often too hot
and weak. A pet dryer with
variable speed and heat settings is
a wise investment. A high-velocity
dryer is excellent for blowing out
the undercoat.

Styptic Powder: Accidents
happen. This powder is essential



for stopping bleeding if you
accidentally nick a nail.

STEP 1: THE PRE-BATH
PREPARATION AND BRUSHING

The single most common mistake new
owners make is attempting to bathe a
matted Pomeranian. Water and soap will
only tighten mats, making them nearly
impossible to remove without shaving.
Therefore, thorough brushing must
always come first. Begin by placing your
Pom on a non-slip surface. A grooming
table is ideal, but the floor works as long
as your dog feels secure.

Start by misting the coat lightly with a
detangling spray or a mixture of water
and conditioner. This reduces static and
makes brushing easier. Using your

slicker brush, work in small sections.
Hold the hair at the root with your free
hand to avoid pulling the skin. Brush the
tips first, then gradually work your way
down to the skin. Never yank or saw at a
tangle. If you encounter a mat, carefully
use the tip of the slicker brush to gently
tease it apart. For stubborn mats, use
the greyhound comb to carefully split
the mat horizontally.

Pay special attention to "hot spots" for
matting:

e Behind the ears

e Under the collar

e The armpits and groin area

e The back of the thighs (culottes)
e The tail area

A fully brushed Pomeranian should look
silky and stand away from the body. You
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should be able to run a comb from the
skin to the tip of the hair without
catching any snags. Only when the coat
is completely tangle-free should you
move to the bath.

STEP 2: BATHING YOUR
POMERANIAN CORRECTLY

Bathing a Pomeranian is an art. Their
double coat is water-resistant, meaning
it takes a bit of work to get it wet
thoroughly. Use lukewarm water—not
hot, not cold. Place a cotton ball in each
ear to prevent water from entering the
ear canal, which can lead to infections.
Wet your Pom completely from the neck
down, avoiding spraying water directly
into their face. Use a cup or a wet
washcloth for the head.

Dilute the shampoo with water in a

bottle before applying it. This ensures
even distribution and prevents a high
concentration of soap in one spot. Work
the shampoo into a rich lather,
massaging gently into the coat and
down to the skin. Focus on areas that
get dirty, like the paws and the rear. Be
very careful around the eyes and mouth.
Rinse thoroughly—this is the most
critical part. Any leftover residue will
cause itching and a dull coat. Rinse,
rinse, and rinse again until the water
runs completely clear.

Follow up with a high-quality conditioner.
This is non-negotiable for a Pomeranian.
Conditioner closes the hair cuticle, adds
moisture, and provides slip for easier
drying and brushing. Let it sit for a
minute or two, then rinse thoroughly
again.



STEP 3: THE DRYING PROCESS

Drying is where many beginners get
frustrated. A Pomeranian should never
be left to air dry. Trapped moisture
against the skin can lead to hot spots,
fungus, and mildew. Furthermore, air
drying leaves the coat flat, stringy, and
prone to tangling. The goal is to fluff the
coat as it dries.

After bathing, gently squeeze excess
water out of the coat with a microfiber
towel. Do not rub, as this causes tangles.
Blot the coat dry. Then, use your blow
dryer on a low or medium heat setting.
Use the nozzle to direct the airflow. Start
by drying the body, using your slicker
brush or a pin brush in the other hand.
This technique, known as "line brushing"
while drying, is the secret to a

professional finish. You are essentially
straightening and fluffing the hair as the
water evaporates.

Blow the coat in the direction of hair
growth. For the ultimate fluff, some
owners blow the coat backward (against
the grain) and then forward. Never hold
the dryer too close to the skin. Use your
fingers to lift the coat, constantly moving
the dryer to avoid burning the skin. A
thorough drying can take 45 minutes to
over an hour. The coat should feel
completely dry and stand off the body
when you are finished.

STEP 4: NAIL, EAR, AND DENTAL
CARE

Grooming is not just about the coat. A
complete grooming session includes
essential maintenance that contributes
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to your Pom's overall health.

Nail Trimming

Pomeranians have small, delicate feet.
Overly long nails can cause pain, splayed
feet, and joint issues. Use a pair of
scissor-type or guillotine nail clippers
designed for small dogs. Trim only the
curved tip, avoiding the "quick" (the pink
vein inside the nail). For dogs with black
nails, trim tiny slivers at a time until you
see a black dot in the center of the cut
surface—this means the quick is near. If
you are unsure, use a nail grinder
(Dremel) for more control. Always have
styptic powder on hand.

Ear Cleaning

Pomeranians can be prone to ear
infections due to their fluffy, drop ears.
After the bath, remove the cotton balls
and inspect the ears. They should be
pink, clean, and odorless. Use a vet-
approved ear cleaner and a cotton ball
(never a Q-tip) to gently wipe the visible
part of the ear canal and the folds. Do
not probe deep.

Dental Hygiene

Small breeds are notorious for dental
disease. Grooming time is a perfect
opportunity for a quick teeth brushing.
Use a dog-specific toothbrush and
toothpaste. Focus on the gum line.



Regular brushing prevents plaque, bad
breath, and painful tooth loss.

STEP 5: THE FACE AND PAW TRIM

While Pomeranians are typically kept in
a natural, full coat, some tidy trimming
enhances their classic "teddy bear" look.
Use a pair of small, straight shears and a
pair of curved shears for precision. It is
very easy to over-trim a Pom, so proceed
with caution.

e Paws: The hair between the paw
pads and around the foot can
collect dirt and become matted.
Carefully trim the hair that grows
between the pads to the level of
the pad itself. Then, trim the hair
over the top of the foot in a neat,
rounded "cat foot" shape.

e Face: Trim the whiskers if desired.
Use the curved shears to round
the hair over the eyes, creating a
clean window. Brush the ear hair
forward and trim a neat curve to
match the shape of the ear
leather. A little goes a long way.

e Sanitary Area: Keeping the hair
around the genitals and anus short
is crucial for hygiene. Use a small
clipper with a #10 blade or
carefully with scissors to keep this
area neat.

ESTABLISHING A GROOMING
SCHEDULE

Consistency is key to a beautiful coat.
You will not achieve a tangle-free Pom
with occasional grooming. Stick to this
schedule for the best results.
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e Daily: Quick 5-minute brush with
a pin brush and a comb-through to
check for tangles. Check the eyes
and face for tear stains.

e Weekly: Full line-brushing session
with a slicker brush and undercoat
rake. Check ears, nails, and teeth.

* Every 3-4 weeks: Bath, blow-dry,
and full grooming session.

* Every 6-8 weeks: Professional
grooming is recommended,
especially for the "Pomeranian
cut."

A NOTE ON CUTTING THE COAT

There is a controversial topic in the
Pomeranian world: shaving. Double-
coated breeds like the Pomeranian
should never be shaved to the skin
unless medically necessary (e.g., for

surgery or severe matting). The coat
acts as an insulator against both heat
and cold. Shaving destroys the coat's
natural ability to regulate temperature
and can damage the hair follicles,
leading to "coat funk"—a condition
where the coat grows back patchy, thin,
or not at all. If you want a shorter cut,
ask your groomer for a "puppy cut" or
"bear cut" that leaves at least an inch of
hair to protect the skin.

CONCLUSION

Learning how to groom a Pomeranian is
a rewarding journey that strengthens the
bond between you and your pet. While
the process requires time, patience, and
the right tools, the result is a stunning,
healthy, and happy dog. The fluff cloud
that greets you at the door is a



testament to your dedication. By
mastering the fundamental techniques
of brushing, bathing, drying, and
maintenance, you will not only enhance
your Pom's natural beauty but also
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ensure their comfort and well-being for
years to come. Embrace the fluff, invest
in the process, and enjoy the
unparalleled joy of a perfectly groomed
Pomeranian.
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