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THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO AUDREY HEPBURN IN THE
60S: STYLE, STARDOM, AND LASTING LEGACY

The 1960s was a decade of seismic cultural shifts, from the rise
of youth culture to the explosion of bold new aesthetics. At the
very heart of this transformative era stood one woman whose
grace, talent, and unmistakable style would come to define the
decade itself: Audrey Hepburn. While many stars faded as the
60s progressed, Audrey Hepburn in the 60s not only survived
but flourished, evolving from a starlet into a global icon. This
article explores the films, fashion, and personal evolution that
made her an enduring figure of the era.

THE EARLY 60S: A STAR ASCENDS TO ICON STATUS

The beginning of the decade saw Hepburn already established as
a major Hollywood talent, having won an Oscar for Roman
Holiday in 1953. However, it was her work in the 1960s that truly
cemented her legacy. The transition from the 1950s to the 1960s
was seamless for Hepburn, as she brought a new kind of
sophistication to the screen that perfectly aligned with the
changing times.

Breakfast at Tiffany's
(1961): The Defining Role

No discussion of Audrey Hepburn in the 60s is complete
without mentioning her most iconic role: Holly Golightly in
Breakfast at Tiffany's. This film was a cultural milestone.
Hepburn's portrayal of the whimsical, complicated, and ultimately
vulnerable socialite captured the spirit of early 60s New York. Her
performance was a masterclass in balancing charm with depth.
The film also introduced the world to "Moon River," a song that
became synonymous with Hepburn's ethereal quality.

From a fashion perspective, this role was revolutionary. The little
black dress designed by Hubert de Givenchy became a symbol of
timeless elegance. Today, it is arguably the most famous dress in
cinematic history. For fans looking back at Audrey Hepburn in
the 60s, this film represents a high point of her artistic and
stylistic influence.
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Charade (1963): The

My Fair Lady (1964): The

Perfect Blend of Suspendéusical Triumph

and Style

Following the massive success of Breakfast at Tiffany's, Hepburn
starred opposite Cary Grant in Charade. Often described as the
best Hitchcock film Hitchcock never made, Charade showcased a
different side of Audrey Hepburn in the 60s. She was witty,
vulnerable, and stylishly in on the joke. The film's Parisian setting
allowed Givenchy to once again dress Hepburn in stunning,
wearable pieces that women everywhere sought to imitate.

The film is also notable for its sharp dialogue and intricate plot.
Hepburn's character, Reggie Lampert, was no damsel in distress;
she was sharp, resourceful, and emotionally intelligent. This role
helped redefine the archetype of the leading lady in the 1960s,
moving away from the passive beauties of previous decades
toward more complex, active heroines.

MID DECADE: ARTISTIC CHOICES AND PERSONAL
GROWTH

As the 60s progressed, Hepburn made bold choices that reflected
her growing confidence and desire to take on challenging
material. She was no longer just a romantic lead; she was a
serious actress with a keen eye for projects that mattered.

My Fair Lady, based on the Broadway musical, was one of the
most anticipated films of the decade. Hepburn was cast as Eliza
Doolittle, a role that required her to transform from a cockney
flower girl into a refined lady of high society. This role was a
perfect metaphor for Hepburn's own career arc. She brought a
vulnerability and determination to Eliza that made the character
deeply sympathetic.

While the film was a box office success and won eight Academy
Awards, it was not without controversy. Many critics felt
Hepburn's singing voice was dubbed. However, looking back at
Audrey Hepburn in the 60s, her performance remains a
testament to her discipline and charisma. The costumes,
designed by Cecil Beaton, were opulent and unforgettable,
further solidifying Hepburn's status as a fashion icon.

Two for the Road (1967): A
Modern Take on Love

Perhaps one of the most underrated films of Audrey Hepburn in
the 60s is Two for the Road. This film was groundbreaking for its
non-linear narrative structure, showing the rise and fall of a
marriage over twelve years. Hepburn played Joanna Wallace, a
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woman navigating the complexities of love, infidelity, and
personal ambition.

The fashion in this film was particularly noteworthy. Costume
designer Ken Scott gave Hepburn a chic, modern wardrobe that
reflected the mod style of the mid-60s. From tailored shorts to
colorful shifts, Hepburn's look in this film was a departure from
the classic Givenchy silhouettes and showed her ability to adapt
to contemporary trends. This film remains a favorite among
fashion historians studying Audrey Hepburn in the 60s.

Wait Until Dark (1967): A
Thrilling Climax

In 1967, Hepburn took a dramatic turn with Wait Until Dark, a
taut psychological thriller. She played Susy Hendrix, a blind
woman terrorized by drug smugglers in her own apartment. This
role earned Hepburn her fifth Academy Award nomination.
Considering Audrey Hepburn in the 60s, this performance was
a career highlight, proving she was capable of intense, physical,
and deeply suspenseful acting.

The film's success demonstrated that Hepburn was not just a
fashion plate or a romantic lead; she was a formidable actress
who could carry a film with sheer force of will.

FASHION AND THE GIVENCHY PARTNERSHIP

It is impossible to discuss Audrey Hepburn in the 60s without
paying homage to her collaboration with French designer Hubert

de Givenchy. This partnership was one of the most fruitful in
fashion history. Givenchy did not just dress Hepburn; he designed
for her personality. The clean lines, elegant necklines, and simple
yet powerful silhouettes became the hallmark of Hepburn's public
image.

The Pillbox Hat and Beyond

Hepburn's style in the 1960s was defined by a few key elements:
the pillbox hat, cropped pants, ballet flats, and oversized
sunglasses. She popularized a look that was androgynous yet
feminine, playful yet sophisticated. This aesthetic was a dramatic
contrast to the exaggerated femininity of the 1950s. Audrey
Hepburn in the 60s showed women that less is more, and that
true elegance comes from simplicity.

Breakfast at Tiffany's Little
Black Dress

The little black dress from Breakfast at Tiffany's is a cultural
artifact. It was a simple, floor-length silk satin gown with a high
neckline and backless design, paired with a pearl necklace. This
look has been endlessly copied and referenced. For anyone
researching Audrey Hepburn in the 60s, this dress remains
the single most powerful symbol of 1960s elegance.



PERSONAL LIFE AND HUMANITARIAN LEANINGS

While Audrey Hepburn in the 60s was a period of immense
professional success, it was also a time of personal growth. Her
marriage to actor Mel Ferrer ended in 1968, a difficult divorce
that marked the end of a significant chapter in her life. She also
gave birth to her first son, Sean Hepburn Ferrer, in 1960, which
brought her immense joy and grounded her amidst the chaos of
Hollywood.

During this decade, Hepburn also began to shift her focus away
from acting and toward her family and philanthropic interests.
Although her major humanitarian work with UNICEF came later,
the seeds were planted in the 1960s. She became increasingly
aware of her platform and the responsibility that came with it.
This period of her life is a reminder that Audrey Hepburn in the
60s was not just a public figure but a real person navigating love,
motherhood, and change.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF AUDREY HEPBURN IN THE
60S

The influence of Audrey Hepburn in the 60s extends far
beyond the cinema screen. She changed how women dressed,
how they wore their hair, and how they carried themselves. Her
influence can be seen in the minimalist fashion of designers like
Calvin Klein and Jil Sander. She also redefined beauty standards,
proving that delicacy and strength could coexist.

Beauty Standards and
Representation

Unlike the voluptuous bombshells of the 1950s, Hepburn offered
a different kind of beauty. She was slender, with a gamine haircut
and sharp features. This look was embraced by the 1960s youth
culture, which was moving toward rebellion and individuality.
Many young women looked to Audrey Hepburn in the 60s as a
role model for how to be chic without being ostentatious, how to
be feminine without being submissive.

Influence on Modern Media

Today, references to Audrey Hepburn in the 60s are
everywhere in advertising, film, and social media. Her image is
used to sell everything from perfume to handbags. She has
become a shorthand for effortless elegance. This enduring appeal
is a testament to the authenticity she brought to her roles and
her life. She did not try to be a trendsetter; she simply was
herself, and the world followed.

CONCLUSION: THE TIMELESS ICON

Reflecting on Audrey Hepburn in the 60s, it is clear that this
decade was the crucible in which her legend was forged. From
the whimsy of Breakfast at Tiffany's to the intensity of Wait Until
Dark, she demonstrated a range and depth that few actresses
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have matched. Her fashion choices, particularly her collaboration
with Givenchy, rewrote the rules of elegance. More importantly,
she carried herself with a dignity and grace that transcended the
screen.

The 1960s were a time of change, uncertainty, and creative

explosion. Audrey Hepburn navigated this landscape with poise,
leaving behind a body of work and a style legacy that continues
to inspire. Whether you are a longtime admirer or a new fan, the
story of Audrey Hepburn in the 60s is a story of artistry,
evolution, and enduring beauty. She remains, decades later, the
definitive icon of a remarkable decade.



