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YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO STRATFORD WESTFIELD
SHOPPING CENTRE OPENING TIMES

Planning a trip to one of London's largest and most vibrant retail
destinations requires a little preparation, especially when it
comes to timing. The Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre,
officially known as Westfield Stratford City, is a sprawling
complex that attracts millions of visitors each year. Whether you
are a local resident or a tourist exploring the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park, understanding the Stratford Westfield
Shopping Centre opening times is essential for making the
most of your visit. In this comprehensive guide, we break down
the standard hours, holiday schedules, early morning access, and
late-night shopping opportunities so you can plan your trip with
confidence.

STANDARD SHOPPING CENTRE OPENING HOURS

For the majority of the year, the Stratford Westfield Shopping
Centre maintains consistent opening hours that accommodate
both early birds and those who prefer to shop in the evening. It is
important to note that while the main shopping centre operates
on a set schedule, individual retailers may choose to open earlier
or close later. The core hours for Westfield Stratford City are as
follows:

* Monday to Friday: 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM
e Saturday: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
e Sunday: 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

These hours apply to the majority of the shopping areas,
including the fashion, lifestyle, and technology stores. However,
the centre itself often opens its doors slightly earlier than the
official retail hours, allowing visitors to walk through the malls
and enjoy the atrium spaces before the stores open. If you are
heading to the centre for a specific purpose, such as catching an
early movie or grabbing breakfast, you will find that certain parts
of the complex are accessible ahead of the general shopping
schedule.

Why Sunday Hours Are
Different

Like many large retail destinations in England and Wales, the
Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre adheres to the Sunday
Trading Act 1994, which restricts large shops (over 280 square
metres) to a maximum of six consecutive hours of trading on a
Sunday. This is why the centre opens later at noon and closes
earlier at 6 PM. It is worth planning your Sunday visit carefully, as
the shorter hours can make the centre feel busier during peak
times, particularly in the early afternoon.

EARLY MORNING AND LATE EVENING ACCESS

While the official Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre
opening times for retail are as described above, there are
several facilities within the complex that operate on different
schedules. For example, the Westfield Stratford City Food

Court and many independent restaurants often open earlier for
breakfast and remain open later for dinner, even after the shops
have closed. Similarly, the on-site cinema and entertainment
venues typically have extended evening hours. If you are
planning a dinner-and-a-movie evening, you can arrive at the
centre well after 9 PM and still access the dining and leisure
areas.

Additionally, the centre’s management often opens the mall
walkways from around 8 AM on weekdays and Saturdays,
allowing joggers, walkers, and early commuters to pass through.
This is especially convenient if you are using the centre as a
shortcut between the Stratford transport hub and the Olympic
Park or nearby residential areas.

HOLIDAY AND SEASONAL OPENING HOURS

One of the most frequently searched topics related to the
Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre opening times is how
the schedule changes during public holidays and festive seasons.
The centre adjusts its hours for major holidays, and it is always
wise to check the official website before travelling, as customs
and special events can alter the routine.

Christmas and New Year

The Christmas period is undoubtedly the busiest time of year at
Westfield Stratford City. The centre typically extends its opening
hours in the weeks leading up to Christmas, with late-night
shopping until 10 PM or even 11 PM on certain days. On
Christmas Eve, the centre usually closes early, around 4 PM or 5
PM, to allow staff to travel home. The centre is closed entirely on
Christmas Day and Boxing Day, though some cinemas and
restaurants may operate on Boxing Day with reduced hours. For
New Year's Eve, the centre often closes early, and on New Year's
Day, it may open later, typically from 11 AM or 12 PM.

Easter and Bank Holidays

During Easter, the centre follows a similar pattern to Christmas.
Good Friday and Easter Monday are considered public holidays,
and the shopping centre usually operates on Sunday-like hours,
opening at 12 PM and closing at 6 PM. Easter Sunday itself is
often a regular Sunday for trading, meaning 12 PM to 6 PM,
though some years the centre may choose to remain closed on
Easter Sunday itself. Always verify the specific dates, as these
can vary from year to year.

For other UK bank holidays, such as the Early May Bank Holiday,
Spring Bank Holiday, and Late Summer Bank Holiday, the
Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre typically opens from 10 AM
to 6 PM or 9 AM to 7 PM, depending on the day of the week. The
centre’s management updates the holiday schedule well in
advance, so you can find exact times on the official Westfield
Stratford City website or by contacting their customer service
team.

INDIVIDUAL STORE AND RESTAURANT HOURS

A common point of confusion for visitors is assuming that every
store within the centre follows the exact same Stratford
Westfield Shopping Centre opening times. In reality, many
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flagship stores, such as the large department stores like John
Lewis, Marks & Spencer, and Primark, often open earlier than the
main centre hours. For example, John Lewis may open at 9:30 AM
on weekdays, while Primark might open at 9 AM on Saturdays.
Similarly, smaller boutique stores and high-end brands may
choose to open at 10 AM sharp and close at 8 PM rather than 9
PM.

Restaurants, cafes, and fast-food outlets operate on even more
varied schedules. The dining terrace and the various food stalls in
the centre often open from 8 AM or 9 AM for breakfast and
continue serving until 10 PM or 11 PM, especially on weekends. If
you are visiting specifically for a meal, you will likely have a wider
window of time than the standard shopping hours. Always check
the specific brand’s website or call ahead if you are travelling a
long distance and have a particular restaurant in mind.

Technology and
Entertainment Stores

Stores like Apple, Samsung, and Currys PC World generally follow
the centre’s core hours, but they may open earlier on weekends
to accommodate crowds. The Vue Cinema and the All Star Lanes
bowling alley have their own separate schedules, often extending
late into the night. The cinema’s first showing can be as early as
9 AM, and the last showing can start after 11 PM, so you can
enjoy entertainment even when the shops are closed.

ACCESS FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND EARLY BIRD
SHOPPING

The Stratford Westford Shopping Centre occasionally hosts
special events, such as midnight sales, seasonal markets, or
exclusive evening shopping experiences. During the Black Friday
period, for instance, the centre may open from 6 AM or 7 AM on
the day itself, with many retailers offering doorbuster deals.
Similarly, during the festive season, there may be late-night
shopping events with live music and entertainment. These events
are advertised on the centre’s official website and social media
channels, so it is a good idea to subscribe to updates if you want
to take advantage of early access or exclusive discounts.

For visitors who prefer a quieter shopping experience, weekday
mornings just after opening are generally the least crowded. If
you arrive at 10 AM on a Tuesday, you can enjoy a relaxed
atmosphere before the lunchtime rush and the after-work crowd.
Saturdays, especially from 12 PM to 4 PM, are the busiest, so
planning around those peak hours can save you time and stress.

TRANSPORT AND PARKING CONSIDERATIONS

Understanding the opening times is only part of the equation. The
Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre is served by excellent
transport links, including Stratford Underground Station (Central,

Jubilee, and Overground lines), Stratford Regional Station
(National Rail services), and numerous bus routes. The centre is
also a short walk from the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and the
London Stadium. The Stratford Westfield car park is open from 6
AM to 1 AM daily, which is significantly longer than the shopping
centre hours. This means you can park early for a breakfast
meeting or stay late for a dinner reservation. The car park is a
24-hour facility in the sense that it never fully closes, but the
access gates operate on the 6 AM to 1 AM schedule for vehicle
entry and exit. Parking fees apply, and there are discounts for
visitors who spend a minimum amount in the centre, so keep
your receipts handy.

TIPS FOR PLANNING YOUR VISIT

To make the most of your trip, consider these practical tips based
on the Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre opening times:

* Check the official website: The most reliable source for
current hours is the Westfield Stratford City website. Hours
can change at short notice due to holidays, maintenance,
or special events.

e Arrive early on weekends: If you plan to shop on a
Saturday, arriving at 9 AM gives you a head start before the
crowds build up.

¢ Plan for Sunday lunch: With the centre opening at 12 PM
on Sunday, many families choose to have lunch there. The
food court can get busy between 1 PM and 3 PM, so
consider eating earlier or later.

¢ Use the late-night hours: If you work during the day,
evening shopping from 6 PM to 9 PM on weekdays is a
great option. The centre is less crowded than on weekends,
and you can still visit most stores.

¢ Check individual store hours for public holidays: On
bank holidays, some stores may choose to remain closed
even if the centre is open, so verify with the retailer
directly.

CONCLUSION

Navigating the Stratford Westfield Shopping Centre
opening times does not have to be complicated. With standard
hours that accommodate most schedules, extended late-night
shopping during the festive season, and specific holiday
adjustments, the centre is designed to be accessible for
everyone. Whether you are planning a leisurely weekend outing,
a quick after-work shop, or a festive shopping spree, knowing
when the doors open and close will help you avoid frustration and
make your visit as enjoyable as possible. Always double-check
the latest hours before you travel, especially during public
holidays or special events, and take advantage of the early
morning access for dining and the late-night parking options for
flexibility. Westfield Stratford City remains one of London's
premier shopping destinations, and with a little planning, you can
experience everything it has to offer without missing a beat.
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