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MASTERING LOCATION WORDS: A
GUIDE TO ESL PREPOSITIONS OF
PLACE WORKSHEETS

Learning English as a second language is
a journey filled with exciting milestones.
One of the most fundamental and visual
topics in this journey is understanding
how to describe where things are.
Prepositions of place—words like in, on,
at, under, between, and next to—form
the backbone of basic communication.
However, for many learners, these small
words can be surprisingly tricky. This is
where high-quality ESL prepositions of
place worksheets become an
invaluable tool. They offer a structured,
visual, and repetitive method for
students to grasp these concepts. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore
why these worksheets are essential,
what they typically include, and how
educators and learners can get the most
out of them.

Common prepositions of place include in,
on, at, under, over, behind, in front of,
between, next to, and near.

For ESL learners, mastering these
prepositions is crucial for everyday
conversations. Whether describing
where they live, where they left their
keys, or giving directions to a friend,
these words are used constantly. The
challenge is that many languages do not
have direct translations for these
prepositions, or they use them in
different contexts. For instance, Spanish
speakers might use "en" for both "in"
and "on," leading to common errors.
Similarly, Korean and Japanese learners
often struggle with the English use of
"at" versus "in" for locations. This is why
targeted practice with ESL
prepositions of place worksheets is
so effective—it provides the repetition
and contextual clues needed to
internalize the correct usage.

WHY WORKSHEETS ARE A
STAPLE FOR TEACHING THIS
GRAMMAR POINT

WHAT ARE PREPOSITIONS OF
PLACE?

Prepositions of place are words used to
describe the location or position of a
noun (a person, place, or thing) in
relation to another noun. They answer
the question "Where?" For example, in
the sentence "The book is on the table,"
the word "on" tells us the relationship
between the book and the table.

While games, videos, and real-life
practice are all excellent ways to learn,
worksheets offer distinct advantages
that make them a staple in ESL
classrooms and self-study routines.

Structured
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Repetition

Language acquisition relies heavily on
repetition. Worksheets provide a
structured way for students to practice
the same prepositions in multiple
contexts. A single worksheet might ask a
student to fill in the blank, match a
picture to a sentence, and then write
their own sentences. This repeated
exposure, presented in slightly different
ways, helps cement the knowledge in
the learner's long-term memory.

Visual Support

Prepositions of place are inherently
visual concepts. Most effective ESL
prepositions of place worksheets are
heavily illustrated. A picture of a cat
sitting "on" a mat, "under" a table, or
"behind" a box immediately conveys the
meaning without the need for
translation. This is especially helpful for
beginners and for creating a direct
mental link between the English word
and the concept.

Independent
Work and

Assessment

Worksheets allow for quiet, independent
practice. In a classroom setting, they
give the teacher a chance to circulate
and provide one-on-one help to students
who are struggling. They also serve as a
simple form of assessment. A completed
worksheet quickly shows the teacher
which prepositions a student has
mastered and which still require review.

Self-Paced
Learning

For self-study, worksheets are excellent.
A student can download a PDF, work
through the exercises at their own
speed, and check their answers against
an answer key. This autonomy builds
confidence and allows learners to focus
on their specific weak points.

KEY COMPONENTS OF EFFECTIVE
ESL PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE
WORKSHEETS

Not all worksheets are created equal.
The most effective ones incorporate a
variety of exercise types to cater to
different learning styles. Here are some

common and highly effective
components you will find in top-tier
materials.

Picture Matching
and Labeling

This is often the first exercise in a
worksheet. Students are shown a simple
drawing, such as a room or a park scene,
and are asked to match sentences to the
correct location, or label items using
prepositions. For example, a worksheet
might show a picture of a school with a
tree next to it, a car in front of it, and a
bird above it. The student must write
"The tree is next to the school." This
builds vocabulary and grammar
simultaneously.
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Fill-in-the-Blank
Exercises

This classic exercise provides a sentence
with a missing preposition and a visual
clue. For example, a sentence might
read: "The appleis ____ the table," with
a picture showing an apple on the table.
The student must choose the correct
word from a box. This format is excellent
for testing precise word choice.

Error Correction

More advanced worksheets might
include error correction. A sentence like
"The cat is in the chair" might be shown
with a picture of a cat sitting on a chair.
The student's task is to correct the
sentence. This type of exercise forces
learners to think critically about meaning
and usage.

Sentence Writing
and Production

The highest level of practice moves from
recognition to production. A worksheet
might show a complex scene with many
objects and ask the student to write five
or six original sentences describing the
locations. For example, "The clock is
above the door. The rug is between the
sofa and the fireplace." This free-form
writing is the ultimate test of
understanding.

Preposition

Games
Integrated into
Worksheets

Some creative worksheets incorporate
game-like elements, such as a simple
board game or a "spot the difference"
activity where students must use
prepositions to describe what has
changed between two similar pictures.
This keeps learning fun and engaging,
especially for younger learners.

HOW TO USE PREPOSITIONS OF
PLACE WORKSHEETS
EFFECTIVELY

Just handing a student a worksheet is
not always the most effective strategy.
To maximize learning, consider these
best practices for using ESL
prepositions of place worksheets.

Introduce the
Concept First

Never use a worksheet as the very first
introduction to a concept. Start with a
hands-on, concrete demonstration. Use a
box and a ball. Place the ball in the box,
on the box, under the box, and next to
the box. Say the sentences aloud as you
do this. TPR (Total Physical Response) is
highly effective here. Ask students to
follow commands like "Put your pencil on
your book" or "Stand behind your chair."
Once students have a basic physical and
auditory understanding, introduce the
worksheet to reinforce and practice the
written form.



Review
Vocabulary First

Before starting a worksheet, quickly
review the prepositions that will be
featured. A quick oral drill or a flashcard
activity can warm up the students'
brains and make the worksheet easier to
complete. This builds confidence and
reduces frustration.

Model the First
Few ltems

Work through the first one or two items
on the worksheet together as a class or
with your student. Explain why the
correct answer is correct. This models
the thinking process and ensures
everyone understands the task before
they start working independently.

Combine with
Speaking
Practice

After completing a worksheet, don't just
put it away. Use it as a springboard for
speaking. Ask students to describe the
pictures from the worksheet to a partner
without looking at their paper. Or, use
the worksheet as a basis for a "find
someone who" activity. For example,
"Find someone who has a book on their
desk." This moves the learning from a
written exercise to real-world
communication.

Use for
Differentiation

Not all students in a class will be at the
same level. Worksheets are easy to
differentiate.  For  beginners, use
worksheets that focus on just two or
three prepositions (like in, on, under)
with heavy picture support. For
intermediate learners, introduce more
challenging prepositions like between,
behind, and in front of. For advanced
learners, use worksheets that require
writing full paragraphs describing a
scene.

DIGITAL VS. PRINTABLE
WORKSHEETS: PROS AND CONS

In today's digital age, both printable
PDFs and interactive online worksheets
are widely available. Each has its own
strengths.

Printable
Worksheets
(PDFs)

Pros: They are excellent for kinesthetic
learners who benefit from writing by
hand. They require no technology,
making them reliable for classrooms with
limited internet access. They are easy to
photocopy and use as homework.

Cons: They use paper and ink. They
provide no immediate feedback unless
an answer key is provided separately.
They can be less engaging for digital-
native students.
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Interactive

Digital

Worksheets

Pros: They often provide instant
feedback, which is highly motivating for
students. They can incorporate drag-
and-drop, clickable images, and audio,
making them more interactive. They are
easily assigned through learning
management systems like Google
Classroom.

Cons: They require a device and
internet access. They may not be
suitable for all age groups, particularly
very young children who benefit from
handwriting. Some platforms can be
costly.

Ultimately, the best approach is often a
blended one. Use digital worksheets for
in-class practice and self-study, and use
printable worksheets for homework or
for students who prefer a traditional
approach. Both formats of ESL
prepositions of place worksheets are
widely available online through
educational websites, teacher
marketplaces, and ESL resource blogs.

CREATING YOUR OWN
PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE
WORKSHEETS

While there are thousands of pre-made
worksheets available, creating your own
can be incredibly rewarding. You can
tailor the vocabulary, scenes, and
difficulty level exactly to your students'
needs. Here are some tips for designing
effective worksheets.

Keep It Simple
and Uncluttered

A worksheet with too many pictures or
too much text can be overwhelming. Use
clear, simple line drawings or high-
quality photos with good contrast. Leave
plenty of white space. The focus should
be on the language, not on deciphering a
busy image.

Use Familiar
Vocabulary

When designing a worksheet, use nouns
that your students already know (e.qg.,
book, chair, pen, table, cat, dog). If you
introduce a new noun like "lamp" or
"rug," make sure it is clearly labeled. The
goal is to practice the prepositions, not
to confuse students with unknown
vocabulary.

Start Simple and
Build Complexity

Begin with a single preposition (e.g., just
"in"), then add another (e.g., "in" and
"on"), and gradually work up to a full set.
This scaffolding approach prevents
cognitive  overload. An  effective
worksheet often has a clear progression
from easy to hard within the same page.

Include an
Answer Key

If you are creating a worksheet for other
teachers or for self-study, always include



an answer key. This is essential for
independent learning and saves the
teacher time. It also allows students to
self-correct, which is a valuable
metacognitive skill.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
WORKSHEETS HELP OVERCOME
THEM

Every ESL teacher knows that certain
prepositions cause particular difficulty.
Here is how targeted worksheets can
address these pain points.

The "In" vs. "On"
VS. IIAtII
Confusion

These three prepositions are the most
commonly confused. Worksheets that
provide very clear visual distinctions are
crucial. For example, a picture of a
person in a car versus on a bus. Or a
picture of a book on a table versus a pen
in a drawer. The visual context makes
the abstract rule concrete.

"Between" and
IIAmongll

"Between" is used with two items (e.g.,
"The cat is between the two dogs."),
while "among" is used with three or
more (e.g., "The cat is among the
dogs."). A well-designed worksheet will
illustrate this with clear
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