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INTRODUCTION:

UNLOCKING THE
FULL POTENTIAL
OF YOUR DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

In the modern
household, digital
services are no longer
a luxury—they are a
necessity. From music
streaming and cloud
storage to app
purchases and parental
controls, the average
family can quickly
accumulate a
significant monthly
expense. The solution
to managing this cost

while maintaining
seamless access for
everyone lies in a
single, powerful
feature: Family
Sharing. Whether you
are using an iPhone, an
Android device, or a
Windows PC, the ability
to share purchases,
storage plans, and
subscriptions with up
to five other family
members can save
hundreds of dollars
annually. This guide
will walk you through
exactly how to setup
Family Sharing
across the most
popular ecosystems,
ensuring you get the
most value without the
headache of managing


https://app.ardentx.com/

individual accounts.
We will cover not just
the technical steps, but
also the strategic
decisions that make
this system work for
your unique household.

WHAT IS FAMILY
SHARING AND
WHY SHOULD YOU
USE IT?

Before diving into the
step-by-step process, it
is essential to
understand the core
value of Family
Sharing. At its most
basic level, this feature
allows a group of
people, typically
relatives, to share
access to digital
content and services
purchased through a

single account
organizer. However,
the functionality

extends far beyond just
sharing apps.

Key
Benefits
of a
Family
Group

e Shared
Purchases:
Every app, game,
song, movie, TV
show, and book
purchased by
any member
becomes
available to the
entire group, as
long as the
purchase is not
hidden by the
buyer.

e Shared
Subscriptions:
This is where the
real savings
occur. Services
like Apple Music,
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Apple TV+,
iCloud+ storage,
Google Play Pass,
YouTube
Premium,
Microsoft 365
Family, and
Amazon Prime
benefits can be
shared among all
family members
for a single
monthly fee.
Shared
Storage:
Instead of each
family member
paying for their
own cloud
storage, you can
pool a larger plan
(for example,
2TB of iCloud+ or
Google One) that
everyone can
use, creating
significant
savings.
Parental
Controls: Family
Sharing provides
a robust

framework for
managing
children's
accounts. You
can set "Ask to
Buy"
permissions,
screen time
limits, and
location sharing,
all from a central
organizer
account.
Location
Services: The
ability to share
locations with
family members
via apps like Find
My (Apple) or
Google Maps
provides peace
of mind,
especially when
keeping track of
children or
elderly relatives.

PREREQUISITES:
WHAT YOU NEED
BEFORE YOU



BEGIN

Successfully setting up
a family group requires
a few fundamental
prerequisites. Trying to
rush this step often
leads to frustration, so
take a moment to
ensure you have
everything ready.

Essential
Requirem
ents for
Any
Platform

1. A Primary
Organizer
Account: One
person must act
as the family
organizer. This
person is
responsible for
paying for all

shared
subscriptions and
managing the
group. This
account should
belong to an
adult (18 or
older) with a
valid payment
method on file.

. Compatible

Devices: While
the setup can be
done on a phone,
tablet, or
computer,
ensure all
devices are
running a
relatively recent
operating system
version.

. Apple ID /

Google Account
/ Microsoft
Account: Each
family member
must have their
own individual
account. These
accounts should
not be shared or
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people. The
beauty of Family
Sharing is that it
keeps everyone's
personal data
separate but
shares the paid
content.

4. Payment
Method: The
organizer must
have a valid
credit card, debit
card, or other
supported
payment method
linked to their
account. For
Apple users, this
is often the
primary Apple ID
payment
method; for
Google, it is
linked to the
Google Play or
Google Wallet
account.

HOW TO SETUP

ON APPLE (lOS,
IPADOS, AND
MACOS)

Apple’'s Family Sharing
is one of the most
mature and integrated
systems available. It
works across iPhone,
iPad, iPod touch, Mac,
and Apple TV. Here is
the definitive guide on
how to setup Family
Sharing on an Apple
device.

Step 1:
Start on
the
Organizer
's Device

Open the Settings app
on your iPhone or iPad.
Tap on your name at
the top of the screen to



access your Apple ID
settings. Look for the
option labeled "Family
Sharing" and tap on
it. If you have not set it
up before, you will see
a large "Get Started"
button. Tap this to
begin the process.

Step 2:
Configure
Your
Sharing
Options

The system will walk
you through a series of
prompts. Apple
suggests starting with
the features you wish
to share. You will be
asked to confirm which
services to share, such
as iCloud+, Apple
Music, Apple TV+,
and Purchase

Sharing. | strongly
recommend enabling
Purchase Sharing
from the start, as this
unlocks the most
value. You will also
need to confirm your
payment method—this
is the card that will be
used for any "Ask to
Buy" requests or
shared subscription
charges.

Step 3:
Invite
Your
Family
Members

After setting your
preferences, you will
be prompted to add
family members. You
can invite people in
two ways:
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¢ Invite via
iMessage: The
most seamless
method. You
type in their
name or email
address, and
they receive a
direct invitation
in their Messages
app.

e Invite in
Person: If the
person is
physically with
you, you can ask
them to enter
their Apple ID
password directly
on your device.
This is quicker
for children who
do not have their
own Apple
devices yet.

For each adult you
invite, they must
accept the invitation
on their device. For
children under 13, you
will create a child
account directly from

your device. This is the
only way to properly
set up Ask to Buy and
Screen Time controls.

Step 4.
Managing
the
Family
Group

Once everyone is
added, go back to
Settings > Family
Sharing. Here you can
see a list of all
members. Tap on a
child's name to set
specific  permissions.
You can enable Ask to
Buy so that any
purchase they attempt
(free or paid) sends a
request to the
organizer for approval.
You can also set
Screen Time limits,



content restrictions,
and enable Location
Sharing so you can
see their location via
the Find My app.

HOW TO SETUP
FAMILY SHARING
ON GOOGLE
(ANDROID AND
GOOGLE ONE)

Google’s ecosystem
handles family sharing
slightly differently,
focusing heavily on
shared storage and
subscriptions through
Google One, Google
Play, and YouTube.
Here is how to get it
done on Android or the
web.

Step 1:
Create a

Google
Family
Group

The easiest method is
to use a web browser.
Go to the Google
Family Group page
(families.google.com).
Sign in with the Google
Account you want to
use as the family

manager (the
organizer). Click
“Create family

group". You will be
asked to review the
privacy policy and
confirm your role. Once
created, you are now
the family manager.

Step 2:
Add
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Family
Members

You can add up to five
additional family
members. Click the
"Add member"
button. You will need
to enter their email
address (which must
be a Google Account).
An invitation email is
sent to them. They
must open the email
and accept the
invitation.

Alternatively, they can
accept from their
Android device under
Settings > Google >
Family > Accept
invitation.

Important Note:
Google allows you to
add a child under 13
(or the applicable age
in your country) by
creating a supervised
Google Account. This is
done through the

Family Link app. This
account gives you full
control over app
approvals, screen time,
and content filters.

Step 3:
Share
Google
One
Storage
and
Google
Play
Purchase
S

Once the group is
formed, sharing
benefits is automatic



for certain
subscriptions. If you
subscribe to Google
One (cloud storage),
you can go to the
Google One app or
website, tap
"Settings”, and then
“"Manage family
group". You can
choose to share your
storage plan with the
entire family. Similarly,
any apps, games, or
movies purchased on
Google Play by any
family member will be
available to
share—provided the
developer allows it.
You can view shared
content in the Google
Play Store under
"Library & devices".

Step 4.
Manage

10

Family
Subscripti
ons

To share services like
YouTube Premium or
Google Play Pass,
the organizer must
subscribe to the
"Family" plan tier for
that service. Once
subscribed, the benefit
is automatically
extended to all family
group members.
Members simply log
into the respective app
(e.g., YouTube) and
they will see "YouTube
Premium Family"
active. You can
manage who has
access from the
Google Play Store >
Menu >
Subscriptions.
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HOW TO 'ﬁ' P
FAMILY SHARING FO u p
ON MICROSOFT ,
Navigate to

(WINDOWS AND account.microsoft.co

XBOX)

Microsoft’'s family
sharing is essential for
households using
Windows PCs, Xbox
consoles, and Microsoft
365. It focuses on
shared subscriptions,
content libraries, and
safety features for
children.

Step 1:
Establish
the
Microsoft
Family

11

m/family and sign in
with the Microsoft
account you wish to
use as the organizer.
Click "Create a family
group" to begin. You
will be asked to add
family members by
entering their email
addresses associated
with their Microsoft
accounts.

Step 2:
Invite
Others
and Add
Children

After entering an email
address, an invitation
is sent. The invited



member must log in to
accept. For children,
you can create a child
account directly from
this page. Child
accounts provide a
safety dashboard
where you can review
activity, set limits on
screen time, and
control which apps and
games they can
download. You can also
block inappropriate
websites via the
Microsoft Edge
browser when they are
signed in.

Step 3:
Share
Microsoft
365 and

12

Game
Pass

This is where the value
shines. With a
Microsoft 365 Family
subscription, you can
share the full Office
suite (Word, Excel,
PowerPoint) and 1TB of
OneDrive storage per
person with up to five
other people. Simply
go to the Microsoft 365
subscription page and
select "Share" to send
invites.

For gaming, an Xbox
Game Pass Ultimate
subscription can be
shared with the entire
family group. While
only the account holder
can actually *play* on
their unique profile, the
membership  benefits
are shared. However,
for *game sharing* on
Xbox consoles, a
different  mechanism
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(Home Xbox) is
typically used in
conjunction with the
family group to allow
other family members
to play the organizer's
library of games.

Step 4.
Setting
Screen
Time and
Content
Filters

The Microsoft family
dashboard is excellent
for managing digital
well-being. You can set
daily screen time limits
for Windows and Xbox
use, enforce content
filters by age rating,
and review your child's
purchase history. This

is managed from the
family.microsoft.co
m dashboard.

HOW TO SET UP
FAMILY SHARING
ON AMAZON
(PRIME AND
HOUSEHOLD)

Amazon uses a slightly
different model called
Amazon Household.
It is designed to share
the benefits of Amazon
Prime and digital
content between two
adults, up to four
teens, and up to four
children.

Step 1:
Create an
Amazon
Househol



d

Go to Amazon.com
and log in. Navigate to
Account & Lists >
Manage Your
Content and Devices
> Preferences >
Household and
Family Library. Click

14

"Add adult"” to invite
one other adult. When
you add another adult,
you share Prime
shipping benefits, but
importantly, you do
not share payment
methods. Both adults
retain their own
payment information.

Important
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