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A ROYAL FAMILY
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Imag ine  a  t ime  in
E n g l a n d ,  m a n y
centuries  ago,  when
the  country  was  not
ru led  by  a  s ing le ,
peaceful king, but was
torn  apart  by  a  long,
bitter  argument.  This
argument  was  not
between neighbours or
rival towns, but within
one  single,  powerful
family.  It  was  a  fight
f o r  t h e  t h r o n e  o f
England, a struggle so

dramatic  and  bloody
that it has been retold
for  over  five  hundred
years. This is the story
of  the  Wars  o f  the
Roses,  a  name  that
s o u n d s  l i k e  a
storybook,  but  was  a
v e r y  r e a l  a n d
dangerous time. If you
are  learning  about
medieval  h is tory ,
understanding  this
fami ly  feud  is  l ike
unlocking the secret to
how  modern  England
was born. This guide to
the Wars of the Roses
for  kids  will  help  you
understand  the  key
players,  the  major
b a t t l e s ,  a n d  t h e
surprising  ending  to
this  epic  struggle.
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The name "Wars of the
Roses" is a clever one.
It  wasn't  called  that
while  the  fighting  was
happening.  A  famous
writer many years later
gave  i t  that  name
because the two sides
each  had  a  flower  as
their symbol. One side
w a s  t h e  H o u s e  o f
Lancaster,  and  their
symbol was a red rose.
The other side was the
House  of  York,  and
they used a white rose.
Both  famil ies  were
related to King Edward
III, who had died many
years before the wars
began.  They  were
cousins,  uncles,  and
nephews,  but  they
could not agree on who
had the best  claim to
be  king.  This  bloody
family argument lasted
for  thirty  years,  from
1455 to 1485, with lots
of  fighting,  plotting,
and changing loyalties.

THE TWO SIDES:
RED ROSE VS.
WHITE ROSE

To  understand  the
wars,  you  first  need  to
know  the  two  teams,
like in a football match,
but  with  much  higher
s takes .  The  p r i ze
wasn't a trophy; it was
the crown of England.

The
House of
Lancaster
(The Red
Rose)
The House of Lancaster
was  the  f am i l y  i n
p o w e r  w h e n  t h e
fighting  started.  Their
king  was  Henry  VI.
Henry was a kind and
gentle man, but he was
not a strong leader. He
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w a s  m u c h  m o r e
interested  in  religion
and  learning  than  in
fighting  or  ruling.
Historians  believe  he
may  have  suffered
from a  mental  illness,
wh ich  somet imes
made  him  unable  to
speak  or  move.  This
was a big problem for a
king.  The Lancastrians
were  supported  by
many nobles from the
nor th  and  west  o f
England. Their symbol,
the  red  rose,  became
famous as the mark of
their side.

The
House of
York (The
White

Rose)
The  House  of  York
believed  they  had  a
better  claim  to  the
throne.  Their  leader
was  Richard,  Duke  of
Y o r k .  H e  w a s  a
powerful nobleman and
a  much  better  soldier
than  King  Henry.  He
a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e
Lancastrian  king  was
not ruling properly and
that  the  country  was
falling into chaos. The
Yorks  were  supported
by  powerful  families
from  the  south  and
east,  including  the
famous  Warwick  the
K ingmaker .  The i r
symbol  was the white
rose,  which  stood  for
p u r i t y  a n d  t h e i r
righteous  claim.  The
conflict,  at  its  heart,
was a question: which
branch  of  the  royal
family  had  the  true
right  to  rule?
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WHY DID THE WAR
START? THE SEEDS
OF CONFLICT

Wars don't start for just
one reason.  The Wars
of  the  Roses  began
because  of  a  perfect
storm  of  problems.
Let's look at the main
causes in simple terms:

A Weak King:
King Henry VI
was a gentle,
kind man, but he
was a terrible
king. He couldn't
control his
powerful nobles,
and he lost the
Hundred Years'
War against
France. This
made him very
unpopular.
A Disputed
Claim: The
Lancastrian king,
Henry VI, was the
grandson of John
of Gaunt. But the
Yorkist leader,

Richard of York,
was descended
from two of
Edward III's sons,
which he
believed gave
him a stronger
right to the
crown.
Powerful
Nobles with
Private Armies:
The lords and
dukes of England
had become very
rich and
powerful. They
had their own
private armies of
knights and
soldiers. When
they had a
disagreement,
they didn't go to
court; they
fought in the
fields. The king
was too weak to
stop them.
The Loss of
France: For over
one hundred
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years, England
had been fighting
the Hundred
Years' War in
France. When
they finally lost,
many English
soldiers came
home with no
jobs and no
money. They
were ready to
fight for any
noble who would
pay them, and
this made the
country a very
dangerous place.

These problems mixed
t o g e t h e r  l i k e  a
dangerous  potion.
When Richard, Duke of
York,  decided  he  had
to  "fix"  the  king's
government, he picked
up his sword, and the
war began.

MAIN EVENTS AND
BATTLES OF THE

WARS OF THE
ROSES

The Wars of the Roses
w a s  n o t  o n e
continuous war. It was
a  series  of  battles,
truces,  and  betrayals
that  happened  over
thirty  years.  Here  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
important  moments  in
the story.

The First
Battle of
St Albans
(1455)
This  was  the  very  first
battle. Richard of York
and his allies marched
to  s top  the  k ing 's
army.  It  was  a  short
but  fierce  fight  that
took place right in the
streets of the town of
St  Albans.  The  king
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was  captured,  and
several  Lancastrian
leaders  were  killed.
This  showed  that  the
Yorks  were  a  serious
threat.  For  a  while,
R i c h a r d  o f  Y o r k
became  the  mos t
p o w e r f u l  m a n  i n
England, but peace did
not last long.

The
Battle of
Wakefield
(1460)
This was a tragic battle
for the House of York.
Richard  of  York  had
finally  made  a  deal
with  King  Henry  to
become  king  after
Henry died. This made
Queen  Marga re t ,
Henry's  fierce  wife,
furious. She would not
let her son be pushed

aside.  She gathered a
huge Lancastrian army
and  attacked  Richard
at  h i s  cas t le  near
Wakefield. Richard was
tricked into leaving his
castle and was killed in
the  battle.  His  head
was  stuck  on  a  pole
and  crowned  with  a
paper crown as a cruel
joke.  Things  looked
very bad for the Yorks.

The
Battle of
Towton
(1461)
This  was  the  biggest
and  bloodiest  battle
ever fought on English
soil. After the defeat at
Wakefield,  Richard  of
York's  son,  Edward,
took command. He was
tall,  handsome,  and a
brilliant  general.  He
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marched  north  to  fight
the  Lancastrian  army.
The  battle  took  place
d u r i n g  a  t e r r i b l e
snowstorm.  Edward's
men  fought  bravely,
and  the  Lancastrian
army  was  destroyed.
Thousands  of  soldiers
d ied.  Th is  v ic tory
al lowed  Edward  to
march  to  London  and
b e  c r o w n e d  K i n g
Edward  IV.  The  Yorks
had won the crown.

Warwick
the
Kingmake
r and the
King's
Return
King Edward IV was a
strong  king,  but  he

m a d e  a  p o w e r f u l
enemy: his own friend,
the  Earl  of  Warwick,
known as "Warwick the
Kingmaker."  Warwick
had helped put Edward
on the throne, but they
d isagreed  on  who
Edward  should  marry.
E d w a r d  s e c r e t l y
marr ied  El izabeth
W o o d v i l l e ,  a
commoner ,  wh ich
made  Warwick  very
a n g r y .  W a r w i c k
rebelled  and  actually
forced  Edward  to  flee
England!  Warwick  put
the  old  Lancastrian
king, Henry VI, back on
the throne.  It  seemed
like the war was over.
But  Edward  was  not
finished. He came back
with an army, defeated
and  killed  Warwick  at
the  Battle  of  Barnet,
a n d  w o n  b a c k  h i s
crown.  Henry  VI  was
found  dead  in  the
Tower of London soon
after. Edward was king
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again,  and  this  time,
he  ruled  in  peace  for
twelve years.

IMPORTANT
PEOPLE OF THE
WARS OF THE
ROSES

History  is  made  by
people,  and this  story
is full  of unforgettable
characters.

King Henry VI
(Lancaster):
The gentle, often
sick king who
was not suited to
lead a country at
war. He was a
kind man but a
weak ruler.
Queen
Margaret of
Anjou
(Lancaster):
Henry's wife. She
was the opposite
of her husband:
fierce,
determined, and
a brilliant leader.

She led the
Lancastrian army
when her
husband could
not. She was a
true warrior
queen.
King Edward IV
(York): The tall,
handsome, and
brave son of
Richard of York.
He was a brilliant
general and a
popular king. He
loved food and
parties, but he
was ruthless
when he needed
to be.
Richard III
(York): Edward
IV's younger
brother. He was
a brave and loyal
soldier at first.
After Edward
died, Richard
took the throne
for himself, and
is famously
accused of
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locking his young
nephews, the
Princes in the
Tower, away. He
became one of
history's most
famous villains.
Warwick the
Kingmaker
(York, then
Lancaster): A
powerful earl
who was so
influential he
could make and
unmake kings.
He was a master
of politics and
betrayal.

THE END OF THE
WAR: A TUDOR
ROSE

The Wars of the Roses
finally  came  to  an  end
on a famous battlefield
called  Bosworth  Field
in  1485.  King  Richard
III  was on the throne,
b u t  m a n y  p e o p l e
t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  a
tyrant.  A  Lancastrian

chal lenger  named
Henry  Tudor  arrived
from  France  with  an
army. Henry Tudor was
a  c l e v e r  m a n .  H e
claimed the throne for
the  Lancasters.  The
two  armies  met  at
Bosworth.  During  the
b a t t l e ,  s o m e  o f
Richard's  own  allies
betrayed  him.  Richard
fought bravely, but he
was  surrounded  and
killed.  A  famous  story
says  that  his  crown
was found hanging on
a bush and placed on
Henry  Tudor's  head
r ight  there  on  the
battlefield.
Henry  Tudor  became
King Henry VII. He was
the  first  king  of  the
new Tudor dynasty. To
end  the  fighting
f o r e v e r ,  h e  d i d
something very clever.
He married Elizabeth of
York,  the  daughter  of
King  Edward  IV.  This
marriage  united  the
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two  warring  families.
T h e  r e d  r o s e  o f
Lancaster  and  the
white rose of York were
combined into one new
symbol:  the  Tudor
Rose,  which  had  both
red  and  white  petals.
The bloody family feud
was  finally  over,  and
England  had  a  new,
strong royal family.

FUN FACTS ABOUT
THE WARS OF THE
ROSES

Not Everyone1.
Called it That:
People living
during the wars
did not call them
the Wars of the
Roses. That
name was
invented by a
writer in the 16th
century, long
after the fighting
had ended.
Princes in the2.
Tower: One of
the greatest

mysteries in
English history
comes from this
time. King
Edward IV's two
young sons were
put in the Tower
of London by
their uncle
Richard and then
disappeared. No
one knows for
sure what
happened to
them, but many
people think
Richard had
them killed so he
could be king.
Last King to3.
Die in Battle:
King Richard III
was the last
English king to
die in battle. His
body was lost for
over 500 years
until it was
discovered under
a car park in the
city of Leicester
in 2012!
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Scientists studied
his bones and
confirmed who
he was.
The Tudor Rose4.
is Everywhere:
You can still see
the Tudor Rose
symbol today. It
is the national
flower of England
and is used on
coins, buildings,
and the uniforms
of the Yeoman
Warders
(Beefeaters) at
the Tower of
London.

CONCLUSION: WHY
IT STILL MATTERS

The Wars of the Roses
was  a  time  of  great
danger and change in
England. It was a story
of  a  family  that  tore
itsel f  apart  over  a
crown.  We  learned
about  the red rose of
Lancaster  and  the
white rose of York, the

weak  King  Henry  VI,
the brave King Edward
IV, and the mysterious
King  Richard  III.  We
explored  the  bloody
battles  of  Towton and
Bosworth Field, and we
saw how the war finally
ended  when  Henry
T u d o r  m a r r i e d
El izabeth  of  York,
creating  the  Tudor
d y n a s t y  a n d  t h e
beautiful  Tudor  Rose.
Fo r  k ids  l ea rn ing
history,  this  period
shows  how  fragi le
peace can be and how
powerful  ambition  can
be.  I t  i s  a  s tory  o f
kn igh t s ,  queens ,
battles,  and  betrayals
that reads like an epic
movie. The Wars of the
Roses  left  a  lasting
mark on England, and
its  symbols  are  still
w i t h  u s  t o d a y ,  a
reminder  of  the  time
when the kingdom was
divided  by  a  war  of
flowers.


