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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING APPEAL OF
BALDACCI’S DYNAMIC DUO

For  readers  who  crave  heart-pounding  suspense,  razor-sharp
dialogue, and characters who feel like old friends, the King and
Maxwell series by David Baldacci is an absolute treasure. Sean
King,  a  former  Secret  Service  agent  haunted  by  a  traumatic
failure, and Michelle Maxwell, a former Secret Service agent with
a sharp tongue and a brilliant mind, form one of modern thriller
fiction’s  most  compelling  partnerships.  Their  journey  from
reluctant  allies  to  inseparable  partners  is  a  masterclass  in
character  development,  and  the  backdrop  of  each  novel—filled
with  political  conspiracies,  cold  cases,  and  personal
demons—keeps  fans  turning  pages  deep  into  the  night.
If you are new to this world or simply want to revisit the story in
the way it was meant to unfold, understanding the King and
Maxwell books in chronological order is essential. While each
novel can stand alone, the character arcs, unresolved traumas,
and  evolving  relationship  between  Sean  and  Michelle  gain
immense depth when read in sequence. This guide will walk you
through every novel in the series, highlighting key plot points,

character milestones, and the thematic threads that tie the books
together. Whether you are a longtime Baldacci fan or a curious
newcomer, this chronological roadmap will enhance your reading
experience.

THE BIRTH OF A PARTNERSHIP: SPLIT SECOND (2003)

The series opens with a bang—literally. Split Second introduces
us to Sean King, a former Secret Service agent who, eight years
earlier, made a fatal mistake that cost the life of a presidential
candidate. Sean was the agent on duty when the candidate was
assassinated, and the lapse in his attention (he looked away for a
split  second)  has  haunted  him  ever  since.  Now  a  private
investigator  living  a  quiet  life  in  rural  Virginia,  his  world  is
upended when another Secret Service agent, Michelle Maxwell,
shows  up  at  his  door.  Michelle  has  a  problem:  one  of  her
protectees,  a  hotheaded vice  presidential  candidate,  has  also
vanished under mysterious circumstances, and she is convinced
that Sean’s past is connected to her present crisis.
The novel alternates between Sean’s guilt-ridden past and the
urgent present-day investigation. As the two agents reluctantly
join  forces,  they  uncover  a  conspiracy  that  reaches  into  the
highest levels of government. Baldacci weaves a taut thriller that
explores themes of redemption, trust, and the long shadow of a
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single  moment.  For  readers,  this  book  establishes  the  core
dynamic:  Sean  is  meticulous  and  reserved,  while  Michelle  is
impulsive  and  fierce.  Their  chemistry  is  instant,  but  their
partnership is hard-won. Split Second is a gripping beginning
that sets the stage for the complex relationship at the heart of
the King and Maxwell books in chronological order.

ESCALATING THE STAKES: HOUR GAME (2004)

In Hour Game,  Sean and Michelle have developed a working
rhythm  and  are  jointly  running  a  private  investigation  firm.  The
case that comes their way is deeply disturbing: a serial killer is on
the loose, leaving behind a signature of  a stopwatch at each
crime scene. The killer seems obsessed with famous historical
figures  and  is  re-enacting  historic  murders  with  terrifying
precision.  What  starts  as  a  simple  forensic  puzzle  quickly
becomes a race against time as the body count rises.
This  novel  is  significant  for  a  few  reasons.  First,  it  deepens  the
partnership  between  Sean  and  Michelle.  They  are  no  longer
reluctant allies; they are friends who trust each other with their
lives. Second, the book delves into Michelle’s past, hinting at the
emotional  scars  that  will  later  explode  in  later  volumes.  The
chemistry between the two protagonists is electric, but Baldacci
wisely avoids turning them into a romantic couple too quickly.
Instead, he lets the tension simmer. Hour Game is a fast-paced,
intelligent thriller  that  raises the bar for  the series and solidifies
the duo’s place in the thriller genre. It is a must-read for anyone
following  the  King  and  Maxwell  books  in  chronological
order.

GENIUS AND DANGER: SIMPLE GENIUS (2007)

Simple Genius takes Sean and Michelle away from the political
corridors  of  Washington  and  into  the  world  of  cutting-edge
science  and  espionage.  The  story  begins  with  a  devastating
personal  blow:  Michelle  is  brutally  attacked  and  nearly  killed
while working a seemingly routine surveillance job.  While she
recovers, Sean investigates the case that initially drew them into
this dark web: the apparent suicide of a brilliant scientist at a
secretive facility called the Babbage Town research center.
The  novel  is  a  high-stakes  blend  of  cryptography,  artificial
intelligence, and Cold War secrets.  Baldacci  introduces a new
setting—the  rural,  tightly  guarded  research  campus—and
populates it with eccentric geniuses and shadowy government
agents.  Sean’s  quiet  determination  and  Michelle’s  fierce
resilience shine here. The attack on Michelle serves as a catalyst
for her later struggles with trauma, making Simple Genius an
emotional pivot point in the series. It is also a clever whodunit
that keeps readers guessing until the final pages. For fans of the
series,  this  book  is  where  the  character  arcs  truly  deepen,
making the chronological  order of  King and Maxwell books
essential for full impact.

FAMILY AND POLITICS: FIRST FAMILY (2009)

The fourth book in the series, First Family, brings the duo back
to the world of  national  politics,  but this time the mystery is
intensely personal. Sean and Michelle are hired by the First Lady
of the United States to investigate a series of unsettling events at
Camp David. The President’s niece has been kidnapped, and the
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investigation  quickly  uncovers  a  tangled  web  of  secrets  that
involve the highest office in the land.
This  novel  marks  a  significant  turning  point  for  both  characters.
Michelle’s  mental  health issues,  which were simmering in the
background, come to a head. She begins to experience panic
attacks and depression, a direct result of the assault she suffered
in Simple Genius. Baldacci handles her struggles with sensitivity
and realism, making Michelle one of the most three-dimensional
female characters in thriller fiction. Meanwhile, Sean is forced to
confront  his  own  past  failures  again  as  he  navigates  the
treacherous waters of White House politics. First Family  is a
deeply satisfying mystery that also advances the character arcs
in  meaningful  ways.  It  is  a  crucial  piece  of  the  King  and
Maxwell books in chronological order.

THE CONSPIRACY DEEPENS: THE SIXTH MAN (2011)

In  The  Sixth  Man,  Sean  and  Maxwell  travel  to  Maine  to
investigate the case of a death row inmate who may have been
wrongfully convicted. The inmate, a brilliant former intelligence
analyst,  claims  to  have  knowledge  of  a  massive  government
conspiracy.  Before  Sean  and  Michelle  can  fully  dig  into  the
evidence, their client is killed, and they become the targets of a
relentless killer.
This novel is perhaps the darkest in the series. Michelle’s mental
health deteriorates further, and she begins to self-medicate with
alcohol.  Sean is  forced to  shoulder  much of  the investigative
burden while also trying to protect his partner from herself. The
plot is intricate, involving a secret intelligence agency, a missing

laptop full of classified data, and a conspiracy that stretches back
decades. The ending is both shocking and poignant, setting the
stage for the series’ ultimate confrontation. Fans often consider
The Sixth Man the emotional climax of the series, where the
partnership is  tested to its  breaking point.  It  is  impossible to
appreciate the full weight of this story without having read the
preceding  books  in  the  King  and  Maxwell  books  in
chronological  order.

THE CULMINATION: KING AND MAXWELL (2013)

The  sixth  and  final  novel  in  the  series,  titled  simply  King  and
Maxwell, brings the story full circle. Sean and Michelle are now a
seasoned  private  investigation  team,  still  grappling  with
Michelle’s ongoing battle with depression. The case that lands on
their doorstep involves a teenage boy who possesses a secret
that  powerful  people  will  kill  to  protect.  As  the  investigation
unfolds, the duo finds themselves targeted by a ruthless military
contractor and a shadowy figure from Sean’s past.
This  book  is  a  fitting  conclusion  to  the  series.  It  ties  together
loose threads from earlier novels, offers a satisfying resolution to
Michelle’s character arc, and delivers the high-octane action that
fans expect. The relationship between Sean and Michelle is finally
resolved in a way that feels earned and true to their journey.
Baldacci also weaves in themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and the cost
of living a life in the shadows. For anyone who has followed the
King and Maxwell books in chronological order, this novel
provides a deeply rewarding end to the saga. After this, Baldacci
moved on to other series (such as the Amos Decker and Atlee
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Pine books), but the King and Maxwell series remains a standout.

WHY READING IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER MATTERS

While each King and Maxwell novel can be read independently,
the series benefits immensely from being read in sequence. The
character growth—Michelle’s struggle with trauma, Sean’s slow
release of guilt, the evolution of their partnership—is gradual and
cumulative. A reader who jumps into King and Maxwell (the
final  book)  without  the  context  of  The  Sixth  Man  or  First
Family  will  miss  the  emotional  weight  of  Michelle’s  journey.
Similarly,  the recurring themes of  government  corruption and
personal  redemption  resonate  more  deeply  when  you  have
watched  the  two  protagonists  weather  storm  after  storm
together.
From an SEO perspective, the phrase “King and Maxwell books
in chronological order” is a high-intent search query. Readers
actively  want  to  know  the  correct  sequence  so  they  can
experience the story the way the author intended. By providing
this  clear,  detailed guide,  we help readers avoid spoilers and
ensure they get the most out of their reading journey. The books
are  also  available  in  various  formats—hardcover,  paperback,
ebook, and audiobook (narrated by the excellent Ron McLarty
and Orlagh Cassidy, who bring the characters to life).

THE COMPLETE LIST: KING AND MAXWELL BOOKS IN
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

For quick reference, here is the definitive list of the series:

Split Second (2003)1.
Hour Game (2004)2.
Simple Genius (2007)3.
First Family (2009)4.
The Sixth Man (2011)5.
King and Maxwell (2013)6.

Note: David Baldacci also wrote a short story titled “The Mighty
Johns” (published in 2022) that features Sean King and Michelle
Maxwell as characters, but it is not a full  novel and does not
directly continue the series’ plotline. For the main series arc, stick
to the six novels listed above.

WHAT MAKES THE SERIES STAND OUT?

Apart from the compelling leads, the King and Maxwell books are
known for their intricate plotting, political insight, and willingness
to tackle sensitive issues like PTSD, addiction,  and the moral
compromises  of  power.  Baldacci,  a  former  lawyer,  brings  a
realistic understanding of legal and political systems, which adds
authenticity to the storylines. The dialogue is crisp, the action
scenes are taut, and the emotional beats never feel cheap. For
thriller aficionados, this series is a benchmark of quality.
If you are looking for more books similar to King and Maxwell,
consider  Baldacci’s  other  series,  such  as  the  Amos  Decker
(Memory Man) series or the Puller family series. However, nothing
quite captures the unique chemistry of Sean and Michelle. Their
story is a complete arc—beginning with a split second of tragedy
and ending with a hard-won peace.
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CONCLUSION: A JOURNEY WORTH TAKING

The King and Maxwell  books in chronological order  offer a
reading  experience  that  is  both  thrilling  and  emotionally
resonant.  From the  explosive  opening  of  Split  Second  to  the
poignant closure of King and Maxwell,  David Baldacci crafts a

world where justice is never simple and the people who fight for it
are deeply flawed. Whether you are reading for the first time or
revisiting old friends, following the sequence is the best way to
appreciate the full  scope of this remarkable series. So grab a
copy of Split Second, settle into your favorite reading chair, and
prepare for a journey you won’t soon forget.


