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UNDERSTANDING
THE ROLE AND
IMPORTANCE OF
BATTELLE
DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY
EXAMINERS

In  the  field  of  early
childhood  assessment,
few  too ls  carry  as
much  weight  as  the
Battelle Developmental
I n v e n t o r y .  T h i s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
s t a n d a r d i z e d
instrument  is  used  to
e v a l u a t e  k e y

d e v e l o p m e n t a l
milestones  in  children
from birth through age
seven.  However,  the
a c c u r a c y  a n d
usefu lness  of  th is
assessment  depend
almost entirely on the
skill  and  training  of
those  who  administer
i t .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e
B a t t e l l e
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
come into play. These
professionals  are  not
simply test givers; they
are  highly  tra ined
evaluators  who  must
unders tand  ch i l d
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
assessment  protocols,
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and the nuanced art of
o b s e r v a t i o n .  F o r
parents,  educators,
and  clinicians  alike,
understanding the role
of  these  examiners  is
essential  for  making
informed  decisions
a b o u t  a  c h i l d ' s
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
journey.

WHAT IS THE
BATTELLE
DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY?

Before  exploring  the
role of the examiner, it
i s  h e l p f u l  t o
understand  the  tool
itself.  The  Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
I n v e n t o r y ,  m o s t
commonly found in its
second edition (BDI-2),
i s  a  s tandard i zed
assessment  designed
to  measure  five  key
d o m a i n s  o f
d e v e l o p m e n t :
adaptive,  personal-
s o c i a l ,

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
motor, and cognitive
skills.  Unlike  simple
screening  tools,  the
Battelle  offers  a  deep,
norm-referenced  look
at  a  child's  abilities,
i d e n t i f y i n g  b o t h
strengths and areas of
delay.
The  BDI-2  is  widely
u s e d  i n  e a r l y
intervention  programs,
school  districts,  and
clinical  settings.  It
h e l p s  d e t e r m i n e
eligibility  for  special
education  services,
guides the creation of
i n d i v i d u a l i z e d
education  programs
( IEPs) ,  and  t racks
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
progress  over  time.
Because  of  its  high
s t a k e s — o f t e n
influencing  crucial
dec is ions  about  a
child's  educational
p l a c e m e n t — t h e
i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e
assessment  process
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m u s t  b e  b e y o n d
reproach. This places a
significant  burden  of
responsibility  on  the
examiners  themselves.

WHO ARE
BATTELLE
DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY
EXAMINERS?

B a t t e l l e
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
are  professionals  who
h a v e  c o m p l e t e d
specific  training  and
certification  to
administer  the  BDI-2.
They  come  f rom  a
variety of backgrounds,
i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y
childhood  education,
special  education,
psychology,  speech-
language  pathology,
and  occupat iona l
therapy.  What  unites
t h e m  i s  a  d e e p
understanding of  child
development  and  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o

fol lowing  r igorous
assessment standards.
These  individuals  are
n o t  m e r e l y  t e s t
administrators;  they
are  skilled  observers
who must interact with
young children in ways
that  elicit  authentic,
reliable  responses.  A
child who is shy, tired,
or  distracted  may not
perform  at  their  true
ability  level,  so  the
examiner  must  be
adept  a t  bu i ld ing
r a p p o r t  a n d
m a i n t a i n i n g
e n g a g e m e n t
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
assessment .  Th is
interpersonal  skill  is
every bit as important
as technical knowledge
of the test protocol.

Education
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al and
Professio
nal
Qualificat

ions
While  specific
requirements can vary
by state or institution,
most  organizations
require  that  Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
h o l d  a t  l e a s t  a
bachelor's degree in a
related  field.  Many
positions,  particularly
those  in  cl inical  or
school settings, require
a  master's  degree  or
higher.  Relevant  fields
include:

Early childhood
education
Child

development
School
psychology
Clinical
psychology
Speech-language
pathology
Occupational
therapy
Special
education

In  addition  to  formal
education,  examiners
must  undergo  formal
training  in  the  BDI-2.
This  typically  includes
a combination  of  self-
study,  supervised
p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  a
reliabil ity  check  to
ensure  tha t  the i r
s c o r i n g  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
t e c h n i q u e s  a r e
consistent with the test
publisher's standards.

CORE
RESPONSIBILITIES
OF BATTELLE
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DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY

EXAMINERS

The work of a Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory  Examiner
can  be  broken  down
into  several  distinct
phases, each requiring
a  specific  set  of  skills
and attention to detail.

1. Pre-
Assessme
nt
Preparati
on
Preparation is key to a
successful assessment.
The  examiner  must
review  the  chi ld 's
b a c k g r o u n d
information,  including
medical  history,  prior
assessments,  and  any

concerns  raised  by
parents  or  teachers.
They must  also  select
the  appropriate  test
materials  and  ensure
t h a t  t h e  t e s t i n g
environment  is  free
from  distractions.  A
controlled, comfortable
setting is essential  for
obtaining valid results,
especially  with  young
children who are easily
overwhelmed.

2.
Building
Rapport
with the
Child
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
examiner 's  ro le  is
relationship-building.
Young children are not
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always cooperative on
c o m m a n d .  T h e
examiner must engage
the  child  in  a  warm,
playful  manner,  using
toys  and  conversation
to  put  them  at  ease.
This  process  can take
anywhere  from  a  few
minutes  to  hal f  an
hour, depending on the
child's  temperament.
Without strong rapport,
the assessment results
may  not  reflect  the
child's  true  abilities.

3.
Administe
ring the
Assessme
nt
T h e  a c t u a l
administration  of  the
Battelle Developmental
Inventory  involves  a

mix  o f  s t ructured
tasks, observation, and
parent  interview.  The
examiner  presents
specific  items  to  the
child, such as stacking
blocks,  identifying
pictures,  or  following
simple  commands.  At
the  same  time,  the
examiner  is  observing
the  child's  behavior,
attention  span,  and
social interaction. Each
i t e m  i s  s c o r e d
according  to  detailed
criteria,  leaving  little
room  for  subjective
interpretation.
Because  the  BDI-2  is
designed  for  children
f rom  b i r th  t o  age
seven, examiners must
b e  c o m f o r t a b l e
working across a wide
range  of  ages  and
developmental  levels.
An  examiner  might
assess a toddler in the
morning  and  a  six-
y e a r - o l d  i n  t h e
afternoon,  requiring  a
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flexible  approach  to
both testing style and
materials.

4. Scoring
and
Interpreta
tion
After the assessment is
c o m p l e t e ,  t h e
examiner  scores  each
item and converts raw
scores  in to  norm-
referenced  standard
scores,  percentiles,
and  age  equivalents.
T h i s  i s  a  p r e c i s e
process  that  requires
careful attention to the
test  manual.  Errors  in
scoring  can  lead  to
inaccurate  conclusions
a b o u t  a  c h i l d ' s
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
potentially  resulting in
i n a p p r o p r i a t e
interventions or missed

oppor tun i t ies  fo r
support.
The  examiner  must
a lso  interpret  the
results  in  the  context
of  the  child's  overall
history  and  behavior
during the test.  A low
score  on  a  particular
domain  might  reflect  a
true delay, or it might
indicate that the child
w a s  s i m p l y  n o t
e n g a g e d  a t  t h a t
moment.  Experienced
e x a m i n e r s  c a n
distinguish  between
these  possibi l it ies
using  their  cl inical
j u d g m e n t  a n d
knowledge  of  child
development.

5.
Reporting
and
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Communi
cation
Finally,  the  examiner
must communicate the
results  to  parents,
teachers,  and  other
professionals.  This
involves  wr i t ing  a
clear,  detailed  report
tha t  exp la ins  the
findings  in  plain
language,  avoiding
unnecessary  jargon.
The  report  should
highlight  the  child's
strengths  as  well  as
areas  of  need,  and  it
should  offer  concrete
recommendations  for
n e x t  s t e p s .  T h e
examiner  may  also
participate  in  team
meetings  to  discuss
the  results  and  help
d e v e l o p  a n
intervention  plan.

WHY TRAINING

MATTERS

The  importance  of
proper  training  for
B a t t e l l e
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
cannot  be  overstated.
T h e  B D I - 2  i s  a
sophisticated tool, and
us ing  i t  cor rect ly
requires more than just
reading  the  manual.
Research  has  shown
that  examiner  errors
are a significant source
o f  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n
assessment  outcomes.
Common  mistakes
include:

Administering
items out of
order
Not following
exact verbal
scripts
Scoring
responses
incorrectly
Failing to
establish proper
basals and



Battelle Developmental Inventory Examiners 9

9

ceilings
Allowing personal
bias to influence
scoring

Formal  training  helps
minimize these errors.
Most  certification
programs  requ i re
e x a m i n e r s  t o
demonstrate  reliability
by scoring at least 90%
in  agreement  with  a
trained  trainer.  This
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
a s s e s s m e n t  i s
admin is tered  and
scored  consistently
across  different
e x a m i n e r s  a n d
sett ings ,  which  is
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e
validity of the results.

BECOMING A
CERTIFIED
BATTELLE
DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY
EXAMINER

For  pro fess iona ls
interested in becoming

a  certified  Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory  Examiner,
the  path  typica l ly
involves  the  following
steps:

Meet1.
Educational
Prerequisites:
A degree in a
relevant field is
usually required.
Some programs
also require
professional
licensure in
areas such as
teaching,
psychology, or
therapy.
Complete the2.
Training
Program: The
test publisher,
Riverside
Insights, offers
official training
options. These
may be in-person
workshops,
online courses,
or a combination
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of both.
Practice Under3.
Supervision:
Trainees are
encouraged to
administer the
BDI-2 under the
guidance of an
experienced
examiner. This
helps build
confidence and
competence.
Pass a4.
Reliability
Check: To
become certified,
the examiner
must
demonstrate
consistent,
accurate scoring
through a
reliability
exercise.
Maintain5.
Proficiency: As
with any
assessment tool,
ongoing practice
and continued
education are

important.
Examiners
should stay
updated on any
changes to the
test or its norms.

Many  organizations
p rov ide  i n -house
training  for  their  staff,
ensu r i ng  t ha t  a l l
examiners  meet  the
same  high  standards.
F o r  i n d e p e n d e n t
practitioners,  pursuing
certification  through
the  pub l i sher  i s  a
valuable investment in
professional credibility.

BEST PRACTICES
FOR BATTELLE
DEVELOPMENTAL
INVENTORY
EXAMINERS

To ensure the highest
quality  of  assessment,
experienced examiners
follow  a  set  of  best
p rac t i ces  tha t  go
beyond  the  bas i c
requirements:
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Create a
Child-
Friendly
Environm
ent
The  test ing  space
should  be  welcoming
and free from clutter. A
small table and chairs,
age-appropriate  toys,
and a calm atmosphere
can  make  a  significant
difference in the child's
c o m f o r t  l e v e l .
Examiners  should  also
allow time for the child
to  explore  the  room
before the assessment
begins.

Use

Parent
Collabora
tion
P a r e n t s  c a n  b e
valuable  allies  in  the
assessment  process.
They can help calm a
nervous  child,  provide
important  information
abou t  the  ch i l d ' s
typical  behavior,  and
even  participate  in
certain items designed
for  parent  interview.
The  examiner  should
m a i n t a i n  o p e n
communication  with
the  parent  throughout
the process.

Follow
the Script
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Exactly
The  BDI-2  has  specific
wording for each item.
Examiners  must  resist
the urge to rephrase or
elaborate,  as  this  can
change the difficulty of
the item and invalidate
the  results.  If  a  child
does  not  understand,
the  examiner  can
repeat  the  prompt
exactly but should not
offer additional hints or
cues.

Note
Behavior
al
Observati
ons
In  addition  to  scoring
ind iv idua l  i tems ,
examiners should take

notes  on  the  child's
behavior  during  the
assessment.  Was  the
child easily distracted?
Did they seem anxious
or  fatigued?  These
observations  can  help
contextual ize  the
scores  and  inform
recommendations.

Maintain
Objectivit
y
I t  i s  n a t u r a l  f o r
examiners to develop a
f o n d n e s s  f o r  t h e
children  they  assess,
b u t  p r o f e s s i o n a l
objectivity  must  be
maintained.  Scoring
s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d
strictly  on  the  criteria
in the manual,  not on
t h e  e x a m i n e r ' s
impressions  of  the
child's  personality  or
potential.
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COMMON
CHALLENGES
FACED BY
EXAMINERS

Even  the  most  skilled
B a t t e l l e
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
encounter  challenges.
Some  o f  the  mos t
common  include:

Testing a Non-
Verbal Child:
Children who
have limited or
no spoken
language require
special handling.
The examiner
must rely on
observation and
alternative
response modes,
while still
adhering to the
test protocol.
Dealing with
Behavior
Issues: Some
children may

refuse to
cooperate, have
tantrums, or
become overly
active. The
examiner must
decide whether
to attempt
redirection or
reschedule the
assessment for
another day.
Time
Constraints: A
complete BDI-2
administration
can take 60 to 90
minutes, which is
a long time for a
young child.
Examiners must
pace the
assessment
carefully, taking
breaks as
needed.
Cultural
Sensitivity: The
BDI-2 is normed
on a diverse
sample, but
examiners must
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still be mindful of
cultural
differences that
could affect
performance. For
example, a child
from a culture
that discourages
direct eye
contact might
score lower on
social items, but
this does not
indicate a
developmental
delay.

THE GROWING
DEMAND FOR
QUALIFIED
EXAMINERS

As awareness of  early
childhood development
continues  to  grow,  so
does  the  demand  for
qualified  Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
I n v e n t o r y
Examiners.  School
d i s t r i c t s ,  e a r l y
intervention  programs,

and pediatric clinics all
n e e d  s k i l l e d
professionals  who  can
accurately  assess
young  children.  This
demand  is  driven  in
part  by  federal  and
state  mandates  for
early  identification  of
developmental  delays,
as  well  as  a  broader
recognition  that  early
i n te rven t i on  can
significantly  improve
long-term  outcomes.
For professionals in the
field,  becoming  a
certified  examiner  is  a
way  to  enhance  their
skills,  increase  their
value  to  employers,
and make a meaningful
difference  in  the  lives
o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d
families.

CONCLUSION

The  role  of  Battelle
D e v e l o p m e n t a l
Inventory Examiners
is both demanding and
deeply  rewarding.
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These  professionals
serve  as  the  bridge

between  a  ch i ld 's
developmental  needs
and  the  services  that


