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INTRODUCTION:
FROM THE SILVER
SCREEN TO THE
SMALL SCREEN

When  Back  to  the
Future  hit theaters in
1985,  it  became  an
i n s t a n t  c u l t u r a l
phenomenon.  Directed
by  Robert  Zemeckis
a n d  p r o d u c e d  b y
Steven  Spielberg,  the
trilogy follows teenager
Marty McFly (Michael J.
Fox)  and  eccentric
scientist  Doc  Brown
(Christopher  Lloyd)  as
they  travel  through
time  in  a  DeLorean.

The  films  grossed
nearly a billion dollars
combined and left fans
yearning  for  more
adventures.  That  wish
was  partially  granted
when  a  Back to  the
Future  TV  show
finally  arrived  in  the
ear ly  1990s .  Th i s
article  explores  the
animated  series,  its
development,  cast,
ep isodes,  and  the
broader  attempts  to
bring  the  franchise  to
television.

THE BIRTH OF THE
BACK TO THE
FUTURE ANIMATED
SERIES

In 1991, CBS launched
Back to the Future:
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T h e  A n i m a t e d
Series,  a  Saturday-
morning  cartoon  that
continued the story of
Marty  and  Doc.  The
show  aired  for  two
s e a s o n s ,  f r o m
September  1991  to
D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 2 ,
totaling 26 episodes. It
w a s  p r o d u c e d  b y
Universal  Cartoon
Studios  and  featured
the  voices  of  many
original  film  actors,
including  Christopher
Lloyd  as  Doc  Brown,
Thomas  F.  Wilson  as
Biff  Tannen,  and  Mary
Steenburgen  as  Clara
Clayton.  However,
Michael  J.  Fox did not
voice Marty McFly; that
role  went  to  David
Kaufman,  a  veteran
voice actor best known
for  Danny  Phantom
a n d  B a t m a n :  T h e
Animated  Series .

Why a TV
Show
Made
Sense
T h e  B a c k  t o  t h e
Future  TV  show
capital ized  on  the
franchise's  enduring
popularity.  The  films
had  ended  on  a  high
note in 1990 with Back
to  the  Future  Part  III,
but audiences were not
ready to say goodbye.
An  animated  series
allowed the creators to
exp lo re  new  t ime
periods,  introduce
original characters, and
m a i n t a i n  t h e
l i g h t h e a r t e d ,
adventurous  tone  of
the  movies—all  while
avoiding  the  logistical
nightmare  of  aging
actors  and  expensive
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special  effects.  The
series  also  helped
Universal  market  the
franchise  to  a  new
generation of children.

PLOT AND
PREMISE OF THE
SERIES

The  animated  series
p icks  up  af ter  the
events of  Back to the
Future  Part  II I.  Doc
Brown  and  his  wife
Clara  have  settled  in
the Old West with their
two  sons,  Jules  and
Verne.  Marty  McFly,
now  a  h igh  schoo l
student,  frequently
visits the Browns in the
1885  timeline  via  a
new  time-traveling
vehicle:  a  converted
locomotive  called  the
Jules Verne Train. In
the  first  episode,
"Brothers," Doc reveals
that  the  steam  train
system can also travel
through time, and the
family (often joined by

Marty)  embarks  on
historical adventures.

Key
Differenc
es from
the Films
Un l i ke  t he  mov ie
trilogy,  the  Back  to
the Future TV show
a d o p t e d  a  m o r e
episodic  structure.
Each  episode  typically
involves  a  trip  to  a
famous  moment  in
history—such  as  the
sinking  of  the  Titanic,
the Salem witch trials,
or  the  court  of  King
Arthur—where  the
characters  must  avoid
altering  the  timeline.
T h e  s h o w  a l s o
in t roduced  a  new
antagonist:  the  time-
t r a v e l i n g  v i l l a i n
Shonash  Ravine  (a
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nod  to  the  film's
Eastwood  Ravine)  and
o c c a s i o n a l
appearances  by  Biff
Tannen, who somehow
gained  his  own  time
machine.

Marty McFly –
voiced by David
Kaufman, still the
impulsive
teenager with a
good heart.
Doc Brown –
voiced by
Christopher
Lloyd, bringing
his signature
eccentricity.
Clara Clayton –
voiced by Mary
Steenburgen,
now a
schoolteacher
and inventor
herself.
Jules and Verne
Brown – the
genius sons who
often get into
trouble.
Biff Tannen –

voiced by
Thomas F.
Wilson, still the
bully but
sometimes
helpful.

VOICE CAST AND
PRODUCTION

One  of  the  biggest
draws of the Back to
the Future TV show
was its authentic voice
cast. Christopher Lloyd
and Thomas F.  Wilson
recreated  their  iconic
r o l e s ,  l e n d i n g
cred ib i l i t y  to  the
p r o j e c t .  M a r y
Steenburgen  a lso
returned  as  Clara.
However,  Michael  J.
Fox's  absence  was  a
notable gap. According
to interviews, Fox was
dealing with  the early
stages  of  Parkinson's
disease  and  was  also
busy  with  the  sitcom
Family  Ties .  David
Kaufman  delivered  a
solid performance that



Back To The Future Tv Show 5

5

captured  Mar ty ' s
energy, and many fans
praised the show for its
high-quality  animation
and  writing.

Guest
Stars and
Cameos
The  series  featured
several  guest  stars
from  the  films,
i n c l u d i n g  J ames
T o l k a n  a s  M r .
Strickland  and  Harry
Waters  Jr.  as  Marvin
B e r r y  ( i n  a  t i m e -
traveling  sequence).
Additionally,  famous
historical  figures
a p p e a r e d  a s
characters,  voiced  by
notable  actors  l ike
Frank  Welker  and
Danny  Mann .  The
show's  scripts  were
often  written  by  John
Loy  and  John Ludin,

who  had  experience
with  Teenage  Mutant
N in ja  Tur t les  and
Ghostbusters cartoons.

EPISODES: A
JOURNEY
THROUGH
HISTORY

T h e  B a c k  t o  t h e
Future TV show aired
26  episodes,  each
roughly  22  minutes
long.  The  first  season
contained 13 episodes,
and the second season
added  another  13.
Notab le  ep isodes
include:

“Brothers”1.
(Season 1,
Episode 1) –
Introduces the
Jules Verne Train
and the first
time-travel
adventure.
“A Friend in2.
Need” – The
gang helps a
young Thomas



6

6 Back To The Future Tv Show 2023-03-21

Edison.
“The Money3.
Tree” – A visit to
the California
Gold Rush.
“The Nuclear4.
Family” –
Dealing with a
nuclear test in
the 1950s.
“The Little5.
People” – An
encounter with
leprechauns and
ancient Celtic
mythology.
“The Trial” – A6.
courtroom drama
in the Salem
witch trials.

M a n y  e p i s o d e s
incorporated  rea l
h istor ica l  events ,
blending  education
with  entertainment—a
hal lmark  of  1990s
children's  television.
T h e  s h o w  a l s o
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e
trilogy's  moral  lessons
a b o u t  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f

altering  the  past.

WHY THE TV SHOW
ENDED AFTER TWO
SEASONS

Despite  a  loyal  fan
base, the Back to the
Future TV show  was
cancelled  after  two
seasons.  Network
execu t i ves  c i t ed
declining  ratings  and
t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f
producing an animated
series  with  a  licensed
property.  Additionally,
t h e  f r a n c h i s e ' s
momentum had slowed
after  the  films
concluded.  However,
the  show  has  since
gained a cult following
on DVD and streaming
platforms,  introducing
new generations to the
characters.

OTHER ATTEMPTS
AT A BACK TO THE
FUTURE TV SERIES

Over  the  years,  there
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have been rumors and
pitches for a live-action
Back  to  the  Future
TV show. In 2015, on
the 30th anniversary of
the  first  film,  producer
Bob Gale stated that a
television  series  was
un l i ke ly  because
Michael J.  Fox's health
had  declined,  and  a
r e c a s t  w o u l d  b e
unpopular. However, in
2020,  NBCUniversal
announced  a  stage
musical  adaptation,
and  a  Back  to  the
Future  animated
series was considered
f o r  a  r e v i v a l  o n
P e a c o c k — t h o u g h
nothing materialized.

An
Unmade
Live-

Action
Pilot
In  the  la te  1980s,
Universal  briefly
considered  a  l ive-
action  sequel  series
focused on the children
of  Marty  and  Jennifer.
The  pilot,  tentatively
t i t led  Back  to  the
F u t u r e :  T h e  N e x t
G e n e r a t i o n ,  w a s
wr i t ten  but  never
filmed.  The  concept
would have followed a
new  character  who
discovers  Doc Brown's
old  lab.  Fans  often
speculate whether this
could have worked, but
the enduring popularity
of  the  Back  to  the
Future TV show from
the 1990s remains the
definitive  small-screen
incarnation.

CULTURAL IMPACT
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AND LEGACY

T h e  B a c k  t o  t h e
Future TV show may
not  be  as  famous  as
the  films,  but  it  played
a  role  in  keeping  the
franchise  alive  during
the 1990s. It  was one
of  the  first  Hollywood
blockbuster-to-cartoon
adaptations,  paving
the way for later series
like Men in Black: The
Series  and  The  Real
Ghostbusters .  The
show  also  introduced
the concept of the Jules
Verne Train as a time
machine,  which  later
appeared  in  v ideo
games  and  comic
books.
Today, fans can revisit
the animated series on
D V D  a n d  d i g i t a l
platforms. It remains a
nostalgic  treat  for
those  who  grew  up
with  the  films  and  a
curiosity  for  younger
viewers.  The Back to

the Future TV show
is  a  testament  to  the
franchise's  ability  to
t ranscend  media ,
proving  that  great
storytelling  can  travel
through any time—and
any format.

CONCLUSION

While the Back to the
Future  TV  show
never  achieved  the
blockbuster  status  of
the  original  trilogy,  it
successfully  extended
the  adventures  of
Marty  McFly  and  Doc
B row n  i n to  a  new
m e d i u m .  W i t h
a u t h e n t i c  v o i c e
performances,  clever
historical plots, and the
same heart that made
the  films  beloved,  the
a n i m a t e d  s e r i e s
remains  a  cherished
part  of  the franchise's
legacy.  Whether  you
are a die-hard fan or a
newcomer,  the  series
offers  a  fun,  family-
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friendly way to explore
h i s t o r y — w i t h  a
DeLorean  (or  a  train)
instead of a classroom.
As  Doc  Brown  would

say:  “Where  we’re
going,  we  don’t  need
roads…  but  we  do
need a good TV show
to get us there.”


