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UNDERSTANDING THE CITIZENSHIP IN THE WORLD
MERIT BADGE PAMPHLET

Earning the Citizenship In The World merit badge is a significant
milestone for any Scout. It opens the door to understanding how
nations interact, what it means to be a global citizen, and how
individuals can contribute to a more peaceful and cooperative
world. The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet
serves as the essential guide for this journey, providing Scouts
with  the  knowledge  and  framework  needed  to  complete  the
requirements  and,  more  importantly,  to  become  informed,
engaged  members  of  the  international  community.
This  badge  is  not  just  about  memorizing  capitals  or  flags.  It
challenges Scouts to think critically about complex global issues,
from  human  rights  and  international  law  to  trade  and
environmental stewardship. The pamphlet is designed to make
these topics accessible and relevant, offering clear explanations,
real-world examples, and thought-provoking exercises. For many
Scouts, this badge marks their first deep dive into the structures
and  systems that  shape  our  world,  making  the  pamphlet  an
invaluable resource for both the inexperienced learner and the
budding global thinker.

Why This Merit Badge
Matters in Today's
Interconnected World
The  focus  of  the  Citizenship  In  The  World  Merit  Badge
Pamphlet could not be more timely. In an era of instant global
communication,  international  travel,  and  interconnected
economies, understanding one's role as a citizen of the world is
no longer optional—it is  essential.  The pamphlet helps Scouts
move beyond a narrow, nationalistic perspective and embrace a
broader worldview. It teaches that while we all belong to our own
countries, we also share a common planet with shared challenges
and opportunities.
Scouts who engage with this material learn to appreciate cultural
differences,  understand  the  roots  of  conflict,  and  recognize  the
importance of cooperation. The pamphlet emphasizes that global
citizenship is not about giving up your national identity; rather, it
is about adding another layer of understanding and responsibility.
The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet frames
this  concept  in  a  way  that  is  practical  and  actionable,
encouraging Scouts to think about how their daily choices—from
the products they buy to the news they consume—have global
implications.

CORE TOPICS COVERED IN THE CITIZENSHIP IN THE
WORLD MERIT BADGE PAMPHLET

The pamphlet is structured around a series of key requirements
that build upon one another. Each section is designed to deepen
the Scout's understanding of international relations and global
citizenship.  Let  us  explore  the  primary  topics  that  form  the
backbone of this important resource.

Defining Citizenship and
the Rights of Individuals
The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet begins
by asking a fundamental question: What does it mean to be a
citizen?  It  distinguishes  between  citizenship  in  a  nation  and
citizenship in the world. While national citizenship comes with
specific  rights  and  responsibilities  defined  by  a  country's  laws,
world citizenship is a more philosophical concept rooted in shared
humanity and universal rights. The pamphlet introduces Scouts to
key documents like the United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,  helping them understand the basic  rights  and
freedoms that belong to every person on earth.
Scouts  are  encouraged  to  explore  how  different  governments
protect—or fail to protect—these rights. This section often leads
to powerful discussions about justice, equality, and the role of
individuals  in  advocating  for  others.  The  pamphlet  provides
concrete examples of human rights issues from around the globe,
making the subject both educational and deeply personal.

How Nations Interact:
Diplomacy, Treaties, and
International Organizations
A major portion of the Citizenship In The World Merit Badge
Pamphlet  is  dedicated  to  explaining  the  mechanisms  of
international relations. Scouts learn about diplomacy, the art of
negotiation between nations,  and how treaties  are  formed to
address everything from trade to arms control.  The pamphlet
explains the roles of key international organizations such as the
United Nations, the World Health Organization, the International
Criminal Court, and the World Trade Organization.
Understanding how these organizations function helps Scouts see
that the world is not a chaotic collection of independent states,
but  a  complex  web  of  alliances,  agreements,  and  shared
institutions. The pamphlet highlights both the successes and the
limitations  of  these  bodies,  providing  a  balanced  view  of
international  cooperation.  This  section  is  crucial  for  helping
Scouts  grasp  how  global  governance  works  and  why  it  is
important  for  maintaining peace and addressing transnational
issues like climate change and pandemics.

International Law and the
Concept of Sovereignty
Another  key  topic  in  the  Citizenship  In  The  World  Merit
Badge Pamphlet is international law. Scouts learn that nations
agree to abide by certain rules governing their conduct,  from
laws of war to environmental standards. The pamphlet explains
the concept of sovereignty, which is the idea that each nation has
the right to govern itself without outside interference. This leads
to an important tension: How can international law be enforced if
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nations are sovereign?
The pamphlet explores this tension in an age-appropriate way,
helping Scouts understand that international law relies largely on
mutual consent, reputation, and the pressure of the international
community.  Scouts  are  introduced  to  key  concepts  like
extradition, human rights tribunals, and the Geneva Conventions.
This section expands their understanding of how law functions
beyond national borders and why even powerful nations often
choose to work within international frameworks.

Trade, Economics, and
Global Interdependence
The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet  also
covers  the  economic  dimensions  of  global  citizenship.  Scouts
learn  about  international  trade,  tariffs,  free  trade  agreements,
and the concept  of  globalization.  The pamphlet  explains  how
countries  depend  on  one  another  for  goods,  services,  and
resources. It discusses the benefits of trade, such as lower prices
and  greater  variety,  as  well  as  the  challenges,  such  as  job
displacement and economic inequality.
Scouts are encouraged to trace the origins of everyday items,
discovering the global supply chains that bring products to their
homes.  This  practical  exercise  makes  the  concept  of
interdependence  tangible  and  memorable.  The  pamphlet  also
addresses issues like fair  trade, sustainable development, and
the  role  of  multinational  corporations,  helping  Scouts  think
critically about the economic forces that shape our world.

HOW THE PAMPHLET PREPARES SCOUTS FOR THE
REQUIREMENTS

The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet is not
merely a textbook; it is a workbook designed to guide Scouts
through  each  specific  requirement.  It  provides  the  background
information  needed  to  answer  questions,  but  it  also  includes
activities, discussion prompts, and research suggestions that help
Scouts apply what they have learned. The pamphlet encourages
active  learning,  pushing  Scouts  to  seek  out  news  stories,
interview people from other cultures, and reflect on their own role
in the global community.
For example, one requirement asks Scouts to select a current
international issue and explain it from multiple perspectives. The
pamphlet  offers  strategies  for  researching  different  viewpoints
and understanding how national interests, cultural values, and
historical  context  influence  a  country's  position.  This  exercise
builds critical thinking and empathy, skills that are valuable far
beyond the merit badge setting.
Another requirement involves explaining how a Scout can be a
good citizen of the world while still being a good citizen of their
own country. The pamphlet helps Scouts see that these identities
are  not  in  conflict.  By  learning  about  other  cultures,  staying
informed  about  global  events,  and  treating  people  from  all
backgrounds with respect, a Scout strengthens both their local
and global citizenship.

Using the Pamphlet for
Group Discussions and

Troop Activities
Many  troops  find  the  Citizenship  In  The  World  Merit  Badge
Pamphlet  to be an excellent basis for group discussions and
activities. Because the topics are broad and interconnected, they
lend  themselves  to  debates,  simulations,  and  collaborative
projects. Some troops organize model UN sessions, where Scouts
represent  different  countries  and debate a  current  issue.  Others
invite guest speakers who have lived or worked abroad, or who
are  from  different  cultural  backgrounds,  to  share  their
perspectives.
The pamphlet provides discussion questions at the end of each
section that are perfect for starting these conversations. Scouts
might be asked to consider whether international law is effective,
or whether free trade is always beneficial, or what responsibilities
wealthy nations have toward poorer ones. These discussions help
Scouts refine their own views and learn from the diverse opinions
of their peers. The pamphlet encourages respectful dialogue and
intellectual curiosity, making it a valuable tool for any troop.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR COMPLETING THE MERIT BADGE

To make the  most  of  the  Citizenship In  The World Merit
Badge Pamphlet,  Scouts should approach the badge with an
open mind and a willingness to learn. Reading the pamphlet from
start  to  finish  is  recommended,  as  the  concepts  build  upon  one
another. Taking notes and highlighting key terms will help with
retention. Scouts should also stay current with international news
throughout the time they are working on the badge, as many
requirements ask for real-world examples.
The pamphlet encourages Scouts to use a variety of sources,
including news websites, government publications, and reports
from international organizations. Learning to evaluate sources for
credibility  and  bias  is  an  important  skill  that  the  pamphlet
addresses  directly.  Scouts  are  taught  to  seek  out  multiple
perspectives  and  to  be  wary  of  information  that  oversimplifies
complex  issues.
Working  with  a  merit  badge counselor  who is  knowledgeable
about international affairs can greatly enhance the experience. A
good counselor can provide additional context, answer questions,
and help Scouts connect the pamphlet's  lessons to their  own
lives. The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet is
designed to be used in partnership with a counselor, not as a
standalone resource.

Connecting the Badge to
Other Scouting Experiences
The lessons learned from the Citizenship In The World Merit
Badge  Pamphlet  can  be  applied  to  many  other  areas  of
Scouting.  For  instance,  the  emphasis  on  understanding different
cultures  and  perspectives  directly  supports  the  goals  of  the
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives found in many councils.
Scouts  who  earn  this  badge  often  find  that  they  approach
international travel, cultural events, and even conversations with
people  from  different  backgrounds  with  greater  insight  and
respect.
The badge also complements other Eagle-required badges, such
as Citizenship in the Community and Citizenship in the Nation.
Together,  these  three  cit izenship  badges  provide  a
comprehensive  framework  for  understanding  civic  life  at  the
local, national, and global levels. The Citizenship In The World
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Merit Badge Pamphlet is the capstone of this civic education,
expanding the Scout's view to encompass the entire planet.

THE LASTING IMPACT OF THE CITIZENSHIP IN THE
WORLD MERIT BADGE

For  many Scouts,  earning the Citizenship  In  The World  merit
badge  is  a  transformative  experience.  It  is  often  the  first  time
they have been asked to think systematically about issues like
human rights,  international  conflict,  and global  cooperation.  The
Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet  provides
the foundation for this learning, but the real impact comes from
the conversations, reflections, and actions that follow.
Scouts  who  complete  this  badge  often  report  feeling  more
connected  to  the  world  and  more  empowered  to  make  a
difference.  They  understand  that  they  are  not  just  observers  of
global  events  but  participants  who  can  advocate  for  positive
change. Whether through informed voting, responsible consumer
choices,  or  simply  treating  people  from  other  cultures  with
kindness  and  respect,  these  Scouts  are  better  prepared  to
navigate and contribute to an increasingly interconnected world.

How the Pamphlet
Encourages Lifelong
Learning
The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet does

not pretend to have all the answers. Instead, it equips Scouts
with the questions and the tools to find answers on their own. The
pamphlet encourages a habit  of  lifelong learning about global
affairs. Scouts are shown how to follow international news, how to
understand  different  cultural  perspectives,  and  how  to  engage
with  complex  issues  without  being  overwhelmed.
Many Scouts who earn this badge go on to pursue further study
in  international  relations,  political  science,  or  global  studies.
Others  simply  carry  with  them a deeper  appreciation  for  the
diversity  of  human  experience  and  a  commitment  to  being
responsible citizens of the world. The pamphlet plants seeds that
can grow into a lifetime of curiosity, compassion, and informed
action.

CONCLUSION

The Citizenship In The World Merit Badge Pamphlet is far
more than a simple guide to earning a badge. It is an invitation to
think beyond borders, to understand the complex systems that
connect  us  all,  and  to  embrace  the  responsibilities  of  global
citizenship. Through its clear explanations, thoughtful exercises,
and emphasis on real-world application, the pamphlet prepares
Scouts  not  only  to  complete  a  requirement  but  to  become
informed, engaged, and empathetic members of the international
community. For any Scout ready to explore the world and their
place in it, this pamphlet is the perfect starting point. It turns
abstract  concepts  into  concrete  understanding  and inspires  a
generation of young people to build a more just, peaceful, and
cooperative world.


