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DIAGRAM

Owning a 2008 Ford Escape means you
are driving a compact SUV known for its
reliability and practicality. However, like
any vehicle, electrical issues can arise.
W h e t h e r  i t  i s  a  d e a d  r a d i o ,
malfunctioning  headlights,  or  a  failed
cooling fan, the first place many owners
turn  to  is  the  under  hood  fuse  box.
Understanding the 2008 Ford Escape
under hood fuse diagram is not just a
skill for mechanics; it is a valuable tool
for  any  owner  who  wants  to  quickly
diagnose  and  fix  minor  electrical
problems.  This  guide  will  walk  you
through  the  layout,  purpose,  and
common uses  of  the  under  hood fuse
box, helping you save time and money
on unnecessary trips to the repair shop.
The under hood fuse box, often referred
to  as  the  power  distribution  box  or
battery junction box, contains fuses and
relays  that  protect  major  electrical
circuits.  In  the 2008 Ford Escape,  this
b o x  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e n g i n e
compartment, typically near the battery.
The fuse diagram printed on the cover or
available  in  your  owner’s  manual
p r o v i d e s  a  m a p  o f  w h i c h  f u s e
corresponds  to  which  component.  But
once  the  plastic  cover  fades  or  the
manual is lost, finding the right fuse can

become frustrating. That is why having a
clear,  easy-to-read  description  of  the
2008 Ford Escape under hood fuse
diagram is essential for every driver.

Locating the
Under Hood Fuse
Box in the 2008
Ford Escape
Before diving into the diagram, you need
to know exactly where to look. On the
2008 Ford Escape, open the hood and
secure it with the prop rod. The fuse box
is a black rectangular case located on
the driver’s side, immediately behind the
battery.  It  is  nestled against  the inner
fender and often has a lid that snaps off.
On the lid, there is typically a diagram of
the fuse layout. However, over time, the
printing can wear off or become difficult
to  read.  If  you  cannot  make  out  the
details, refer to the owner’s manual or
use  the  information  provided  in  this
article.
The under  hood fuse box in  the 2008
Ford  Escape  contains  mostly  high-
amperage fuses and relays.  These are
responsible for heavy-duty components
such as the engine cooling fan, anti-lock
brake system (ABS), fuel pump, and the
main power supply to the interior fuse
panel.  Always  ensure  the  engine  is  off
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and the key is removed from the ignition
before inspecting or replacing any fuses.

Decoding the
2008 Ford
Escape Under
Hood Fuse
Diagram
The diagram for the 2008 Ford Escape
under hood fuse diagram is typically
divided into two main areas: the top row
of fuses and the bottom row of fuses,
along with a bank of relays on the right
side. Below is a breakdown of the most
common  fuses  and  their  amperage
ra t ings .  P lease  note  tha t  fuse
ass ignments  may  vary  s l ight ly
depending on the trim level (XLS, XLT, or
Limited) and optional equipment.
Fuse  1  (30A)  –  Power  Windows
(Circuit Breaker)
This circuit breaker provides power to all
windows. If your windows stop operating,
check this fuse first.
Fuse 2 (20A) – Horn
The horn relay is often located nearby,
but the fuse itself is a 20A mini fuse. A
blown horn fuse will  silence your horn
completely.
Fuse  3  (15A)  –  Daytime  Running
Lamps (DRL)
If  your  daytime running lights  are  not
functioning,  inspect  this  fuse.  It  also
controls the fog lamps on some models.
Fuse 4 (10A) – ABS Module
The  anti-lock  brake  system  module
receives power through this 10A fuse. A
blown fuse may trigger the ABS warning

light.
Fuse  5  (20A)  –  Fuel  Pump  Driver
Module
This  fuse  supplies  power  to  the  fuel
pump. If your engine cranks but does not
start, check this fuse along with the fuel
pump relay.
Fuse 6 (30A) – Engine Cooling Fan
(High Speed)
The  high-speed  cooling  fan  relay  is
controlled by this fuse. Overheating can
occur if this fuse blows.
Fuse 7 (40A) – Blower Motor
The HVAC blower  motor  draws a  high
current. A 40A fuse protects this circuit.
If your heater or air conditioner fan is not
blowing, start here.
Fuse  8  (30A)  –  Power  Seats  (if
equipped)
Power seat adjustments rely on this 30A
fuse.
Fuse  9  (20A)  –  Ignition  Switch  /
Keyless Entry
This fuse powers the ignition switch and
the passive anti-theft system.
Fuse  10  (15A)  –  Engine  Control
Module (ECM) Keep Alive Power
This  is  a  critical  fuse for  the vehicle’s
computer. A blown fuse may cause the
engine to run poorly or not start.
Additionally,  the  under  hood  fuse  box
houses several relays: the starter relay,
the  fuel  pump  relay,  the  cooling  fan
relay (low and high speed), and the AC
clutch relay. While fuses protect against
overloads,  relays  are  switches  that
control  high-current  components  using
low-current signals.  The relay layout is
usually shown next to the fuse diagram
on the lid.
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Common
Electrical
Problems and
the Under Hood

Fuse Diagram
Using  the  2008  Ford  Escape  under
hood  fuse  diagram  can  help  you
troubleshoot several common issues:

Headlights not working: The
low beam and high beam
headlights are often protected by
separate fuses inside the under
hood box. Check fuses labeled
“HEAD LH” and “HEAD RH”
(typically 15A each). Also inspect
the headlamp relay.
Radiator fan not spinning: If
your Escape starts to overheat,
check the 30A engine cooling fan
fuse and the corresponding relay.
The fan may have two speeds,
each with its own fuse and relay.
No crank or start: A faulty
starter relay or a blown fuse for
the starter motor can prevent the
engine from turning over. Locate
the starter relay and the 30A fuse
marked “ST” or “START.”
Air conditioning not engaging:
The AC clutch relay and fuse (often
10A) are in the under hood box. If
the compressor does not engage,
inspect these components.
Battery drain: If your battery
keeps dying, a shorted fuse can
cause a parasitic drain. Using the
diagram, you can remove fuses
one by one while monitoring

current draw to isolate the
problem.

How to Replace a
Fuse Using the
2008 Ford
Escape Under
Hood Fuse
Diagram
R e p l a c i n g  a  b l o w n  f u s e  i s  a
straightforward process, but the diagram
is your best friend. Follow these steps:

Turn off the engine and1.
remove the key. Safety first.
Open the hood and locate the2.
fuse box. Press the tabs on the
cover and lift it off. Store the cover
in a safe place.
Refer to the diagram on the3.
underside of the cover or use the
description above to find the
specific fuse for the circuit that is
malfunctioning.
Use a fuse puller (usually stored4.
inside the fuse box) or a pair of
needle-nose pliers to gently
remove the suspect fuse.
Inspect the fuse. A blown fuse5.
will have a broken metal strip
visible through the transparent
plastic. If it looks intact, use a
multimeter to verify continuity.
Replace with a fuse of the6.
exact same amperage. Never
use a higher or lower rating, as
this can cause electrical damage
or fire.
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Reinstall the cover and close the7.
hood. Test the component.

If a fuse blows repeatedly, do not simply
replace it  again. This indicates a short
circuit  or  an  overloaded  component.
Consult  a  professional  mechanic  to
diagnose  the  underlying  issue.

Maintaining the
Fuse Box and
Diagram
To keep your 2008 Ford Escape under
hood  fuse  diagram  readable  and
useful,  consider  these  tips:

Take a photo of the diagram on
the lid before it fades. Store the
image on your phone or in a cloud
folder for quick reference.
Keep a spare set of fuses in
your glove box, including common
sizes like 10A, 15A, 20A, and 30A.
A basic fuse kit is inexpensive and
can save you from being stranded.
Check the fuse box for
corrosion especially if you live in
a humid or salty environment.
Corroded terminals can cause poor
connections and blown fuses.
Clean with electrical contact
cleaner if needed.
When replacing a relay, ensure
you use the same type and rating.
Relays are less likely to fail than
fuses, but they can wear out over
time.

Where to Find a

Reliable Copy of
the Diagram
If the original diagram on your fuse box
cover  is  illegible,  you  have  several
options:

Owner’s Manual: The factory
manual contains a comprehensive
fuse chart for both the under hood
and interior panels.
Ford Service Manual: Available
online or at libraries, these
manuals provide detailed electrical
schematics.
Online Forums and Automotive
Websites: Communities like Ford
Escape Forum, CarParts.com, or
YourMechanic often have scanned
PDFs of the diagram. Search for
“2008 Ford Escape under hood
fuse diagram PDF.”
Dealership Parts Department:
They can print a copy or provide
the part number for a replacement
fuse box cover sticker.

Safety
Precautions
When Working
with the Under
Hood Fuse Box
Working  with  automotive  electrical
systems requires caution.  Follow these
guidelines:

Always disconnect the battery
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negative terminal before working
on the fuse box if you plan to
probe connectors or replace
relays.
Never use metal tools to pry fuses
out, as they can create a short
circuit. Use the provided plastic
puller.
Do not replace a blown fuse with a
fuse of a higher amperage. This
can cause the wiring to overheat
and melt, leading to a fire.
If you are unsure about a
diagnosis, consult a professional.
Modern vehicles have complex
electronics, and a simple fuse
replacement can sometimes mask
a deeper problem.

Conclusion

Understanding the 2008 Ford Escape
under hood fuse diagram  empowers
you  to  handle  minor  electrical  issues
with confidence. By knowing the location
of  the  fuse  box,  the  function  of  each
fuse, and how to interpret the diagram,
you  can  quickly  restore  power  to
essential  components  like  headlights,
cooling  fans,  and  fuel  systems.  This
knowledge not only saves you time but
also gives you a deeper connection to
your  vehicle’s  inner  workings.  Keep  a
copy  of  the  diagram  handy,  carry  a
spare  fuse  assortment,  and  never
hesitate to refer back to this guide when
a  mysterious  electrical  glitch  occurs.
With  a  little  practice,  you  will  find  that
many common problems are solved with
nothing more than a simple fuse check
and replacement.


