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ROALD DAHL FACTS FOR KIDS:
THE MAN BEHIND THE MAGIC
STORIES

Imagine a world where giant peaches roll
across the ocean, chocolate factories are
won with golden tickets, and crocodiles
snap their jaws in search of a tasty child.
That world belongs to one very special
author: Roald Dahl. For kids around the
globe,  his  books  are  a  doorway  into
adventures that are funny, slightly scary,

and always full of imagination. But who
was the man who dreamed up the BFG,
Matilda, and Willy Wonka? This article is
packed with Roald Dahl  facts  for  kids,
exploring  his  extraordinary  life,  his
quirky  habits,  and  the  stories  that
continue to make children laugh, think,
and read.
Reading Roald Dahl facts for kids is not
just about learning dates and places. It is
about understanding how a young boy
with  a  big  imagination  grew  up  to
become  one  of  the  most  beloved
children's authors of all time. His stories
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are special because they always take the
side of children against the silly, mean,
or greedy adults. If  you have ever felt
small or misunderstood, Dahl's books tell
you  that  you  are  brave,  clever,  and
powerful. Let us dive into the wonderful
world of Roald Dahl and discover what
made him so fantastic.

Early Life: Where
Did Roald Dahl
Come From?
Roald Dahl was born on September 13,
1916,  in  Llandaff,  Wales.  His  parents
were Norwegian,  which is  why he had
such  a  unique  name.  Roald  is  a  very

common name in Norway, and he was
named  after  the  famous  Norwegian
explorer  Roald  Amundsen,  the  first
person to reach the South Pole. That is a
pretty  cool  fact  to  share  with  your
f r iends .  As  a  ch i ld ,  Dah l  spoke
Norwegian at home with his family. He
spent many happy summer holidays in
Norway, visiting his grandparents. Those
trips to a foreign land planted seeds of
adventure in his young mind.
Life  was  not  always  easy  for  young
Roald. When he was just three years old,
his  older  sister,  Astr i ,  died  from
appendicitis.  A  few  weeks  later,  his
father,  Harald  Dahl,  also  passed away
from pneumonia.  This  was a  very  sad
time,  but  Roald's  mother,  Sofie,  was
incredibly strong. She decided to keep
the family in Wales so that Roald could
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attend  English  schools,  which  she
believed offered the best education. This
decision changed the course of literary
h i s to ry .  W i thou t  h i s  mother ' s
determination, we might never have had
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

School Days: A
Boy Who Hated
Rules
One of the most interesting Roald Dahl
facts for  kids is  that  he did not  enjoy
school very much. He attended several
boarding  schools,  and  he  often  felt
lonely and homesick. The schools were
strict, and the headmasters believed in

using physical  punishment,  which Dahl
thought was unfair and cruel. He wrote
about these terrible experiences in his
autobiography, Boy: Tales of Childhood.
It  was in  these schools,  however,  that
Dahl began to love reading. He was a
tall, athletic boy who excelled at sports
like football and squash, but he was also
a dreamer.
One particular incident shaped his view
of  adults.  A  friend  of  Dahl's  played  a
practical joke on a mean shopkeeper by
putting a dead mouse in a candy jar. The
headmaster blamed Roald and beat him.
This event filled Dahl with a deep sense
of injustice. You can see this theme in
almost all of his books: children who are
wrongly  punished  by  cruel  adults,  but
who eventually win in the end. Matilda is
punished  by  her  father  and  Miss
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Trunchbull.  James is  mistreated by his
aunts.  But  good always  triumphs  over
meanness in Dahl's world.

A Writer's Life
Before Writing
Did  you  know  that  Roald  Dahl's  first
career  was  not  writ ing  books  for
children?  After  finishing  school,  he
worked for the Shell Oil Company. They
sent  him  to  Africa,  to  a  place  called
Tanzania. This was a huge adventure for
a young man from Wales. He lived in the
wilderness  and  saw  extraordinary
animals.  He once even survived a lion
attack.  The  vast  landscapes  of  Africa
filled  his  imagination  with  strange  and
wonderful  creatures.

Then,  World  War  II  began.  Roald  Dahl
joined the Royal Air Force and became a
fighter  pilot.  He  flew  a  Hurricane
airplane, which was very dangerous. In
1940,  his  plane crashed in  the Libyan
desert. He was badly injured, suffering a
smashed skull  and a  broken nose.  He
spent months in the hospital recovering,
and  it  was  during  this  time  that  he
started to think about writing. After the
war, he was sent to Washington, D.C., in
the United States as a diplomat. There,
he  met  a  famous  writer  named  C.S.
Forester, who encouraged him to write
down his war stories. That is how Roald
Dahl became a writer.
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The Most Magical
Roald Dahl Books
When we talk about Roald Dahl facts for
kids,  we have to talk about the books
that  made  him  famous.  His  first
children's book was The Gremlins, but it
was  James  and  the  Giant  Peach ,
published in 1961, that really started his
career as a children's author. Let us look
at some of his most magical stories.
Charlie  and  the  Chocolate  Factory
(1964)  is  probably  his  most  famous
book. It tells the story of Charlie Bucket,
a poor boy who wins a golden ticket to
visit  Willy  Wonka's  amazing  chocolate
factory. The factory is full of inventions
like  everlasting  gobstoppers  and  a

chocolate  river.  The  book  is  a  lesson
about what happens to children who are
greedy, spoiled, or lazy. Augustus Gloop,
Veruca  Salt,  Violet  Beauregarde,  and
Mike Teavee all learn that bad behavior
has consequences. Only kind and honest
Charlie wins the prize.
Matilda (1988) is another fan favorite.
Matilda Wormwood is a brilliant little girl
with  terrible  parents.  To  survive  her
unhappy  home  and  her  terrifying
headmistress,  Miss  Trunchbull,  Matilda
discovers  she  has  telekinetic  powers.
She can move things with her mind. The
story celebrates reading, cleverness, and
courage. It has a strong message: even
if you are small, you can change your life
by  reading  books  and  believing  in
yourself.
The BFG (1982) stands for Big Friendly
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Giant.  Unlike the other giants who eat
human  beings,  the  BFG  is  a  gentle
vegetarian.  He  catches  dreams  and
blows  them  into  the  bedrooms  of
children  at  night.  A  brave  orphan  girl
named Sophie helps him stop the other
evil  giants.  This  book  is  full  of  Dahl's
invented words like "whizzpopping" and
"snozzcumbers."  It  shows  that  being
different  is  not  bad,  and  that  friendship
can come from the unlikeliest places.
Other  amazing  books  include  The
W i t c h e s ,  w h e r e  a  b o y  a n d  h i s
grandmother battle a secret society of
witches who hate children; Fantastic Mr.
Fox,  about  a  clever  fox  outsmarting
three  mean  fa rmers ;  George 's
Marvellous Medicine, where a boy makes
a  magical  pot ion  for  his  grumpy
grandmother; and The Twits, a hilarious

story about the ugliest, meanest couple
in the world. Each book is packed with
adventure, humor, and a dash of danger.

Dahl's Quirky
Writing Rules
Roald Dahl  had a very special  way of
writing. One of the most unusual Roald
Dahl facts for kids is that he did not write
sitting at a desk. He wrote sitting in a
large,  comfortable  armchair  in  his
writing shed at the bottom of his garden.
He  had  a  specially  made  board  that  fit
over his lap to hold his paper. He always
wrote with a pencil, using a yellow legal
pad. He said he liked the feel of a sharp
pencil on paper.
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He also had a strict routine. He would
write  for  four  hours  every  day,  from
10:00 AM to  12:00 PM and then from
4:00  PM  to  6:00  PM.  In  between,  he
would have lunch and a nap. He believed
that a writer should write every single
day,  even  if  what  they  wrote  was  no
good.  He  would  rewrite  his  sentences
many times until they sounded perfect.
He said the secret to good writing is to
"make it sing." He wanted his words to
have rhythm, like a song or a poem.

The Inventor of
Gobblefunk
One of the best Roald Dahl facts for kids
is  that  he  invented  hundreds  of  new
words. He called his made-up language

" G o b b l e f u n k . "  W o r d s  l i k e
"scrumdiddlyumptious"  (meaning
delicious),  "frobscottle"  (a  fizzy  drink
with  bubbles  that  go  down instead  of
up),  and "whizzpopper"  are pure Dahl.
He believed that words should be fun to
say. He wanted kids to be surprised and
delighted  by  language.  He  also  loved
giving  his  characters  funny  and
descriptive  names.  Some  of  the  best
names are Miss Trunchbull, Willy Wonka,
the  Snozzberries,  and  the  Vermicious
Knids.
Dahl also had a favorite number: seven.
He often wrote stories in groups of seven
chapters  or  had  seven  characters.  In
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, there
are  seven  children  who  find  the  golden
tickets.  In James and the Giant Peach,
there are seven bugs living inside the
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peach.  In  The  Twits,  there  are  seven
tricks played on the Twits. Why seven?
He just liked it.

Real Life
Inspirations
Many characters  in  Dahl's  books  were
inspired by real people from his life. The
cruel headmasters from his schooldays
became the model for Miss Trunchbull in
Matilda and the headmaster in Boy. The
s w e e t ,  k i n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e
grandmother  in  The  Witches  was
inspired  by  his  own  mother,  Sofie.  She
was  a  great  storyteller  and  always
encouraged  him.
The chocolate factory came from his own

childhood.  When  Dahl  was  a  boy  at
Repton  School,  the  Cadbury  chocolate
company sometimes sent boxes of new
chocolate bars to the students to test.
The  boys  would  taste  them  and  give
their  opinions.  Dahl  dreamed  of
inventing  his  own  wonderful  chocolate
bar,  and that  dream stayed with  him.
Years  later,  it  became  Willy  Wonka's
factory. Even the old gypsy woman who
told  his  fortune  in  The  Witches  was
based on a  real  fortune teller  he met
when he was young.

Artists Who Drew
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His Worlds
When you think of Roald Dahl books, you
probably see the pictures too. The most
famous  illustrator  of  Dahl's  books  is
Quentin Blake. His lively, scribbly, black-
and-white  drawings  are  the  perfect
match for Dahl's funny and slightly wild
stories.  The two men worked together
for many years, even though they lived
in  different  countries.  Blake  would  read
the manuscript and then send Dahl his
sketches.  Dahl  would  sometimes  write
back with suggestions: "Make the giant's
ears bigger!" or "The peach should be
much rounder." Quentin Blake's art is a
huge  part  of  why  the  books  are  so
memorable.
Other illustrators have also drawn Dahl's

characters.  The  first  edition  of  Charlie
and  the  Choco late  Factory  was
illustrated  by  Joseph Schindelman.  But
for  most  kids  today,  Quentin  Blake's
drawings  are  the  official  look  of  Roald
Dahl's  wonderful  world.

Fun Facts You
Might Not Know
Let us finish our collection of Roald Dahl
facts for kids with some truly surprising
trivia.  First,  did  you  know  that  Roald
Dahl was a spy? During World War II, he
worked for  British intelligence.  He was
sent to the United States to spread pro-
British  messages  in  newspapers  and
meet with important politicians. He even
became friends with the President of the
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United States, Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Second, Roald Dahl was a very tall man.
He was 6 feet 6 inches tall, which is 198
centimeters. That is almost as tall as the
BFG. Being tall  helped him play sports
well, but he also felt a bit awkward. He
once said that being tall made him feel
like a giant among ordinary people.
Third,  he  had a  very  sweet  tooth.  He
loved chocolate.  He once said that  he
would  rather  have  chocolate  than
money.  He  also  loved  wine  and  good
food.  In  his  later  years,  he  became a
wine expert  and wrote  books  about  fine

wines.
Fourth, he wrote his books in a special
yellow shed. He called it "my little nest."
It was small, cluttered, and cozy. He kept
a sleeping bag there for naps. The shed
is now preserved and on display at the
Roald Dahl Museum in Great Missenden,
England, where he lived for most of his
adult life.
Finally, he collected interesting objects.
He kept a piece of his own hip bone in a
box after a surgery. He also had a ball
made of elephant feces, which he kept
on his writing desk. Visitors were


