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UNLOCK THE
EXPRESSIVE
WORLD OF EMOJIS
ON YOUR IPHONE

Emojis have become a
universal  language,
transforming  the  way
we  communicate  by
adding  emotion,  tone,
and personality to our
digital conversations. If
you  have  recent ly
switched to an iPhone
or  find  yourself  unable
t o  u s e  t h e s e  f u n
characters,  you  might
be wondering how to
get emoji on iPhone.
The good news is that
Apple  has  integrated

the  emoji  keyboard
d e e p l y  i n t o  i O S ,
making  it  incredibly
easy  to  access  once
you  know  the  simple
s t e p s .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
e v e r y  m e t h o d ,
troubleshooting  tip,
and  hidden  trick  to
ensure you never miss
out  on  the  perfect
emoji  again.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
sending  a  quick  text,
composing an email, or
pos t ing  on  soc ia l
media,  emojis  allow
you to convey feelings
t h a t  w o r d s  a l o n e
sometimes  cannot.
F r o m  t h e  c l a s s i c
laughing crying face to
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complex  flag
combinations and skin
tone  variations,  the
iPhone  offers  a  vast
library  of  characters.
Understanding how to
get emoji on iPhone
is not just about adding
a keyboard; it is about
unlocking  a  richer,
more engaging way to
connect  with  friends,
family, and colleagues.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO ENABLE
THE EMOJI
KEYBOARD

For  many  users,  the
emoj i  keyboard  is
already  present  by
default.  However,  if
you  have  customized
your keyboard settings
or are setting up a new
device, you may need
to add it manually. The
p r o c e s s  i s
straightforward  and
t a k e s  o n l y  a  f e w
seconds.

Checking
Your
Current
Keyboard
List
Before adding anything
new,  it  helps  to  see
what  keyboards  are
currently  active  on
your iPhone. To do this:

Open the1.
Settings app on
your home
screen.
Scroll down and2.
tap on General.
Select Keyboard3.
and then tap
Keyboards at
the top of the
screen.

Here, you will see a list
of  all  the  keyboards
you  have  enabled.  If
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you  do  not  see  an
o p t i o n  t h a t  s a y s
"Emoji,"  you will  need
to add it.

Adding
the Emoji
Keyboard
If the Emoji keyboard is
missing from your list,
follow  these  simple
steps for how to get
emoji on iPhone:

Still in the1.
Keyboards
settings screen,
tap Add New
Keyboard.
Scroll through2.
the list of
available
keyboards until
you find Emoji.
Tap on Emoji to3.
add it to your
active
keyboards.

Once  added,  you  can
rearrange the order of
your  keyboards  by
dragging the three-line
icon on the right  side
of  each  keyboard.
Placing Emoji near the
top can make it faster
to switch during typing.

HOW TO SWITCH
TO THE EMOJI
KEYBOARD WHILE
TYPING

Now  that  you  have
enabled the keyboard,
t h e  n e x t  p a r t  o f
learning  how  to  get
emoj i  on  iPhone
involves actually using
i t  d u r i n g  a
conversat ion.  The
process is intuitive and
works across almost all
apps.
When you are typing in
any  text  field,  such  as
in Messages, Notes, or
M a i l ,  l o o k  a t  t h e
bottom of your screen.
You  will  see  a  small
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globe icon or an emoji
smiley  face  icon  next
to  the  space  ba r .
Tapp ing  th i s  i con
instantly switches your
keyboard to the Emoji
keyboard.  If  you have
multiple  keyboards
installed,  tapping  the
globe  icon  repeatedly
cycles  through  them
until you land on Emoji.
O n c e  t h e  E m o j i
keyboard is active, you
will see rows of colorful
characters.  You  can
scrol l  through  the
categories  by  swiping
left  or  right.  At  the
b o t t o m  o f  t h e
keyboard,  there  is  a
r o w  o f  i c o n s  t h a t
represent  different
categories  such  as
f r equen t l y  u sed ,
smileys  and  people,
animals  and  nature,
f o o d  a n d  d r i n k ,
activity,  travel  and
p l a c e s ,  o b j e c t s ,
symbols,  and  flags.
Tapping  one  of  these

i c o n s  j u m p s  y o u
directly to that section,
saving you time when
searching for a specific
emoji.

Using the
Search
Feature
for Emojis
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  y e t
underutilized  features
is  the  emoji  search
function. If you have a
specific  emoji  in  mind
but  cannot  find  it  by
scrolling, simply type a
keyword  i n to  t he
search bar at the top of
the  Emoji  keyboard.
For  example,  typing
"happy"  wi l l  show
smiley  faces,  "pizza"
wil l  show  the  pizza
slice,  and  "heart"  will
show  various  heart
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styles.  This  feature
makes  how  to  get
emoji on iPhone even
f a s t e r  a n d  m o r e
efficient.

USING EMOJI
PREDICTIONS AND
REPLACEMENTS

Apple  has  integrated
emoji  suggestions
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
QuickType  predictive
text bar. As you type a
word,  the  predictive
b a r  a b o v e  t h e
keyboard may suggest
an emoji that matches
the word. For instance,
if  you  type  "love,"  a
heart  emoj i  might
a p p e a r  a s  a
suggestion.  Tapping
t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n
replaces the word with
the emoji.
This  feature  works
seamlessly  once  you
understand  how  to
get emoji on iPhone
through  predictive

text.  To  enable  this,
m a k e  s u r e  t h a t
Predictive  is  turned
on  in  your  keyboard
s e t t i n g s .  G o  t o
Settings > General >
Keyboard  and  toggle
on  Predictive.  Now,
whenever  you  type  a
w o r d  t h a t  h a s  a
c o m m o n  e m o j i
e q u i v a l e n t ,  t h e
suggestion will  appear
automatically,  allowing
you  to  add  emoj i s
without  even  opening
the emoji keyboard.

CUSTOMIZING
YOUR EMOJI
EXPERIENCE

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered the basics of
how to get emoji on
iPhone ,  y o u  c a n
further  personalize
your  experience  with
skin  tones,  gender
variations,  and  multi-
person emojis.
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Changing
Skin
Tones
and Hair
Styles
Many  human  emojis
c o m e  w i t h
customizable  skin
tones.  To  change  the
skin tone of an emoji,
tap  and  hold  on  the
emoji  unti l  a  small
menu pops up showing
different  skin  tone
variations.  Slide  your
finger  to  the  desired
tone and release. Your
iPhone  will  remember
your  se lect ion  for
future use,  so you do
not have to change it
every time.
In recent iOS versions,
Apple  has  also  added
hair  style  options  for

certain emojis, such as
the  person  with  red
hair or curly hair.  The
same  tap-and-hold
gesture  applies  here,
giving you even more
w a y s  t o  e x p r e s s
yourself.

Using
Multi-
Person
Emojis
Group emojis,  such as
two  people  holding
hands or a family, can
be  customized  by
gender and skin tone.
Tap  and  hold  on  the
group emoji  to access
a grid of combinations.
You  can  individually
select  the  skin  tone
and  gender  for  each
person  in  the  emoji,
making  it  uniquely
yours.  This  level  of
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detail shows how much
thought Apple has put
into  making  how  to
get emoji on iPhone
a  deeply  personal
experience.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON EMOJI
ISSUES

Even  with  the  correct
se tup ,  you  m igh t
occasionally  run  into
problems.  If  you  are
still wondering how to
get emoji on iPhone
because it simply is not
working, here are some
common fixes.

Emoji
Keyboard
Not
Appearin

g
If you have added the
Emoji  keyboard  but  it
still  does not show up
when you tap the globe
icon,  try  restarting
your  iPhone.  A  simple
r e b o o t  c a n  o f t e n
reso lve  keyboard
glitches.  You  can  also
try removing the Emoji
keyboard and adding it
again. Go to Settings
>  G e n e r a l  >
K e y b o a r d  >
Keyboards,  tap  Edit,
and  delete  the  Emoji
keyboard.  Then add it
back  as  descr ibed
earl ier.

Emojis
Showing
as Blank
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Boxes or
Squares
If you receive an emoji
that appears as a blank
box,  it  usually  means
the  sender  used  an
e m o j i  t h a t  i s  n o t
supported  by  your
version  of  iOS.  To  fix
th i s ,  update  your
iPhone  to  the  latest
version  of  iOS.  Go  to
Settings > General >
Software Update and
install  any  available
u p d a t e s .  A p p l e
frequently  adds  new
emojis in iOS updates,
s o  k e e p i n g  y o u r
so f tware  cu r ren t
ensures  you  can  see
and  use  the  latest
characters.

Predictive

Emojis
Not
Showing
If  you  are  not  seeing
emoji  suggestions  in
the  predictive  bar,
make sure Predictive is
enabled.  Also,  check
that Emoji  is listed in
y o u r  k e y b o a r d s .
Additionally,  some
third-party  keyboards
may  interfere  with
Apple's  predict ive
emoj i  feature.  Try
switching  back  to  the
s t a n d a r d  A p p l e
keyboard to see if the
suggestions appear.

USING EMOJIS
ACROSS
DIFFERENT APPS

Understanding how to
get emoji on iPhone
is  not  limited  to  the
Messages  app.  Emojis
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work  in  nearly  every
app  that  accepts  text
input ,  f rom  soc ia l
media  platforms  to
productivity  tools.

In
Messages
and
iMessage
This  is  where  emojis
shine  the  most .  In
iMessage, you can also
u s e  t h e  T a p b a c k
feature  to  react  to
messages with a heart,
thumbs  up,  thumbs
d o w n ,  l a u g h t e r ,
e x c l a m a t i o n ,  o r
question mark. To use
Tapback, double-tap on
a message bubble and
select  your  reaction.
While  not  exactly  an
emoji, Tapbacks offer a
quick  way  to  respond
without typing.

In Mail
and
Notes
In  the  Mail  app,  you
can  inser t  emoj i s
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
subject line or body of
an email.  This  can be
useful for making your
emails more friendly or
visually  distinct.  In
Notes, emojis can help
with  organization.  You
can use emojis in note
titles or within the text
to  create  visual  cues
and categories.

In Social
Media
and
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Third-
Party

Apps
Apps  like  Instagram,
Twitter,  Facebook,
WhatsApp,  and TikTok
a l l  s u p p o r t  t h e
standard  iOS  emoji
keyboard.  Once  you
know  how  to  get
emoji on iPhone, the
s a m e  g l o b e  i c o n
method works in these
apps.  Some apps also
have their own built-in
e m o j i  o r  s t i c k e r
l ib ra r ies ,  but  the
system emoji keyboard
will always be available
underneath.

ADVANCED TIPS
FOR POWER USERS

O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  with  the
basics, these advanced
t ips  wi l l  take  your

emoji game to the next
level.

Text
Replacem
ent for
Emojis
You can create custom
text  shortcuts  that
automatically  expand
i n t o  e m o j i s .  F o r
example, you could set
"zzz"  to  expand  into
the  s leep ing  face
emoji. To do this, go to
Settings > General >
Keyboard  >  Text
Replacement. Tap the
plus  icon,  type  the
emoji you want in the
Phrase  field,  and  type
your  shortcut  in  the
Shortcut  field.  Now,
whenever  you  type
that  shortcut,  it  will
au tomat i ca l l y  be
rep laced  wi th  the
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emoji.

Using
Emojis in
File
Names
and
Folders
In  the  Files  app,  you
can  rename  files  and
fo lders  to  inc lude
emojis.  This  makes  it
easier to visually scan
your  documents.  Tap
and  hold  on  a  file  or
folder,  select  Rename,
and then switch to the
emoji keyboard to add
an emoji to the name.

Emoji

Stickers
and
Memoji
Starting  with  iOS  17
a n d  l a t e r ,  A p p l e
expanded  the  emoji
ecosystem  with  live
stickers  and  Memoji.
You can create stickers
from your own photos
by tapping and holding
on a subject in a photo.
T h e s e  s t i c k e r s
integrate  with  the
e m o j i  k e y b o a r d ,
offering  even  more
w a y s  t o  e x p r e s s
yourself.  Memoji  are
personalized  animated
characters  that  you
can  c rea te  i n  t he
Messages  app.  They
work  alongside  emojis
and  can  be  used  in
FaceTime  and  other
apps.
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WHY EMOJIS
MATTER IN
MODERN

COMMUNICATION

Mastering how to get
emoji  on  iPhone  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
technical  skill.  Emojis
add emotional  context
t o  t e x t - b a s e d
communication,  which
c a n  o f t e n  b e
mis interpreted.  A
simple smiley face can
turn  a  blunt  request
into  a  friendly  one.  A
heart  can  express
grat i tude  wi thout
words.  In  professional
settings,  using  emojis
sparingly  can  help
bu i ld  rappor t  and
human i ze  d ig i t a l
interactions.
Apple  continues  to

upda te  the  emo j i
l i b r a r y  w i t h  n e w
characters  each  year,
reflecting  diversity,
current  events,  and
cultural  trends.  By
keeping  your  iPhone
updated,  you  ensure
access  to  the  most
i n c l u s i v e  a n d
express ive  se t  o f
emojis  available.

CONCLUSION

Learning  how to  get
emoji on iPhone is a
s i m p l e  y e t
transformative process
that  enhances  nearly
every  aspect  of  your
digital  communication.
From  enabl ing  the
keyboard  and  using
predictive  suggestions
to  customizing  skin


