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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE HP OFFICEJET 4630 E-ALL-IN-ONE SERIES DESERVES A
SECOND LOOK
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In the ever-evolving landscape of home office technology, finding a printer that balances
affordability, functionality, and reliability can feel like searching for a needle in a haystack. The HP
OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard has carved out a distinct niche for itself as
a versatile, budget-conscious solution for households and small businesses alike. Designed to handle
printing, scanning, copying, and faxing, this compact device promises to be more than just a
peripheral—it aims to be the command center of your document workflow.

When the HP Office)et 4630 first hit the market, it entered a crowded field of inkjet all-in-ones. Yet, it
distinguished itself through a combination of wireless freedom, mobile printing support, and a
relatively low entry price point. Over the years, it has become a staple reference point for anyone
seeking a capable multifunction printer without breaking the bank. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore every facet of the HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard, from its
core specifications to its real-world performance, so you can decide if this device is the right fit for
your workspace.

UNBOXING THE HP OFFICEJET 4630 E-ALL-IN-ONE SERIES: FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Right out of the box, the HP OfficeJet 4630 strikes a balance between practicality and understated
design. Its sleek, gray-and-white chassis is compact enough to fit on a standard desk, yet it houses a
robust set of features. The device includes an automatic document feeder (ADF) for multi-page
scanning and copying, a flatbed scanner, a fax module, and dual ink cartridges (one black, one tri-
color). The control panel features a 2.65-inch color touchscreen, which was a notable inclusion for a
printer in its class at launch.

Setting up the HP OfficejJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard is straightforward. HP
provides a guided installation CD, but many users opt for the online setup portal, which downloads
the latest drivers and software. The printer supports USB 2.0 and wireless 802.11 b/g/n connectivity,
giving you flexibility in how you integrate it into your network. Within minutes, you can be printing
from a laptop, desktop, or mobile device.

Key Specifications at a Glance

Functions: Print, Copy, Scan, Fax

Print Technology: HP Thermal Inkjet

Print Speed: Up to 8.5 ppm (black), 6.0 ppm (color)

Print Resolution: Up to 4800 x 1200 optimized dpi (color)
Scanner Resolution: Up to 1200 x 1200 dpi

Paper Handling: 80-sheet input tray, 25-sheet ADF
Connectivity: Wireless, USB 2.0, Wi-Fi Direct

Mobile Printing: HP ePrint, Apple AirPrint, Mopria

These specs paint a picture of a machine built for moderate-volume use. It is not designed for
heavy-duty office environments, but for the home or micro-business user, it delivers exactly what is
needed.

PRINT QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE: WHAT TO EXPECT FROM THE HP OFFICEJET
4630

When evaluating any printer, print quality is paramount. The HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One
Series Hewlett Packard employs HP's thermal inkjet technology, which has long been respected
for producing sharp text and vibrant graphics. In practice, black text documents emerge crisp and
well-defined, suitable for professional correspondence, school assignments, or invoices. At the
highest resolution setting, color prints exhibit good saturation and detail, though photo enthusiasts
will note that this is not a dedicated photo printer—glossy paper yields acceptable results for
snapshots, but professional photographers may desire a higher-end model.

Print speeds are moderate. The manufacturer claims up to 8.5 pages per minute for black-and-white
documents and up to 6.0 ppm for color. In real-world testing, these numbers hold true for draft
mode, but high-quality prints naturally slow down. For standard home office use—printing contracts,
reports, and occasional color presentations—the speed is entirely adequate. One area where the HP
OfficeJet 4630 shines is its first-page-out time, which is relatively quick, reducing the wait for that
first print.
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Scanning and Copying Capabilities

The flatbed scanner on the HP Officejet 4630 offers a maximum optical resolution of 1200 x 1200
dpi, which is sufficient for scanning documents, receipts, and even photos with reasonable clarity.
The included 25-sheet automatic document feeder simplifies multi-page scanning, whether you are
digitizing a contract or copying a stack of paperwork. The copier function allows for resizing (25% to
400%), adjusting lightness and darkness, and collating multiple copies. While the scan speed is not
lightning-fast, the quality is consistent, and the HP software suite provides basic editing and OCR
(optical character recognition) capabilities.

Fax functionality may seem antiquated to some, but for businesses that still rely on faxed orders or
legal documents, this feature is indispensable. The HP OfficeJet 4630 supports color faxing and can
store up to 100 pages in memory, ensuring you do not miss important transmissions even if the
paper tray runs empty.

WIRELESS CONNECTIVITY AND MOBILE PRINTING: FREEDOM WITHOUT THE WIRES

One of the standout attributes of the HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard is
its robust wireless ecosystem. Setting up Wi-Fi is intuitive through the touchscreen interface, and
once connected, the printer can be accessed by any device on the same network. HP ePrint allows
you to send documents to the printer via email, a feature that proves incredibly handy when you are
away from your desk. Apple AirPrint and Mopria support mean that iPhone, iPad, and Android users
can print directly without installing additional apps.

Wi-Fi Direct is another valuable addition. This feature creates a direct wireless connection between
your mobile device and the printer, bypassing the need for a router. If you have guests or clients
who need to print quickly, or if your home network is down, Wi-Fi Direct keeps you productive.
Setting up Wi-Fi Direct is simple, and the connection remains stable across typical home office
distances.

HP Smart App Integration

The HP Smart app (available for iOS and Android) extends the printer's capabilities beyond basic
printing. From the app, you can scan documents directly to your phone, monitor ink levels, order
replacement cartridges, and even perform basic troubleshooting. The app interface is clean and
user-friendly, making it easy to manage print jobs on the go. For a printer in this price bracket, the
level of mobile integration is impressive and adds significant value to the overall ownership
experience.

COST EFFICIENCY AND INK USAGE: THE REAL COST OF OWNERSHIP

No discussion about the HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard would be
complete without addressing ink costs. This printer uses HP 61 (or HP 61XL) cartridges: one black

and one tri-color. Standard-capacity cartridges yield approximately 190 pages for black and 165
pages for color, while high-capacity XL cartridges offer roughly 480 pages for black and 330 pages
for color. The cost per page is moderate—not the cheapest on the market, but certainly not
prohibitive for light to moderate use.

HP offers an optional Instant Ink subscription service, which can dramatically reduce ongoing ink
costs. With Instant Ink, you pay a monthly fee based on the number of pages you print, and HP
automatically sends replacement cartridges when your ink runs low. For users who print regularly,
this service can lower the cost per page significantly and eliminate the inconvenience of running out
of ink at a critical moment. The HP OfficejJet 4630 is compatible with Instant Ink, making it an even
more economical choice for budget-conscious households.

Paper Handling and Media Support

The 80-sheet input tray is adequate for home use, though heavy-volume users may find themselves
refilling frequently. The printer supports a variety of media types, including plain paper, photo
paper, envelopes, labels, and cardstock. The rear manual feed slot is useful for single-sheet
specialty media, such as thicker cardstock or unique paper sizes. Duplex printing (two-sided) is
available but requires manual flipping of pages—a minor inconvenience that is common in printers
at this price point.

Output tray capacity is modest, around 25 sheets, so for long print jobs, you may need to clear the
output tray periodically to avoid paper jams. Paper jams themselves are infrequent with proper
loading, but the printer's internal paper path is relatively simple, making jam clearance
straightforward when it does occur.

COMPARING THE HP OFFICEJET 4630 WITH OTHER ALL-IN-ONE PRINTERS

How does the HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard stack up against its
contemporaries? Competing models from Canon, Epson, and Brother offer similar feature sets, but
each has its strengths. The Canon Pixma series, for example, often delivers superior photo print
quality, while Brother printers are renowned for low running costs and robust build quality. The HP
Officejet 4630 differentiates itself through its intuitive touchscreen interface and comprehensive
mobile printing support.

Where the HP OfficeJet 4630 truly excels is in its balance of features and price. It offers a color
touchscreen, ADF, fax, and wireless connectivity at a price point that often undercuts similarly
equipped competitors. For users who prioritize ease of use and a seamless mobile printing
experience, the HP OfficeJet 4630 is a compelling choice. However, if your primary need is ultra-low-
cost printing or high-volume monochrome output, a laser or a dedicated ink tank printer might be
more suitable.

PROS AND CONS OF THE HP OFFICEJET 4630 E-ALL-IN-ONE SERIES
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Advantages

e Excellent wireless and mobile printing support: ePrint, AirPrint, Mopria, and Wi-Fi Direct
cover almost every scenario.

* Intuitive color touchscreen: The 2.65-inch display simplifies navigation and settings
adjustment.

e Compact footprint: Fits easily on a desk or shelf without occupying excessive space.

» Automatic document feeder: The 25-sheet ADF streamlines multi-page scanning and
copying.

* Fax functionality: Still valuable for many home offices and small businesses.

e Optional Instant Ink subscription: Lowers ongoing ink costs for regular printers.

Disadvantages

* Moderate print speed: Not ideal for high-volume environments.

e Manual duplex printing: Two-sided printing requires user intervention.

e Small paper tray: 80-sheet capacity may necessitate frequent refills.

e Ink costs can add up: Without Instant Ink, standard cartridges are relatively expensive per
page.

* No automatic document feeder for duplex scanning: The ADF only supports single-sided
documents.

WHO SHOULD BUY THE HP OFFICEJET 4630 E-ALL-IN-ONE SERIES?

The HP OfficeJet 4630 e-All-in-One Series Hewlett Packard is ideally suited for home users,
students, freelancers, and small business owners who need a reliable, multifunction printer without
a large upfront investment. If you print a few dozen pages per week, scan receipts or contracts
occasionally, and appreciate the convenience of mobile printing, this printer will serve you well. It is
also a strong choice for users who need fax capability but do not want to maintain a separate fax
machine.

On the other hand, if you regularly print hundreds of pages per week, require automatic two-sided
printing, or need



