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INTRODUCTION

For  anyone  serious
a b o u t  l e a r n i n g
Japanese,  the  Genki
series has long been a
gold  standard.  After
mastering  the  basics
w i t h  V o l u m e  1 ,
learners  naturally  look
for the next step. That
is where Genki 2 2nd
Edition comes in. This
textbook is the bridge
between  elementary
Japanese  and  the
intermediate  level,
covering  essential
grammar,  vocabulary,
kanj i ,  and  cultural
insights needed to hold
real conversations and
r e a d  a u t h e n t i c

mater ia l s .  In  th i s
article, we will explore
everything you need to
know  about  Genki  2
2nd  Ed i t i on :  i t s
features,  how  it  differs
from  the  first  edition,
who it is for, and how
to  make  the  most  of
your study time with it.

WHAT IS GENKI 2
2ND EDITION?

Genki is a two-volume
t e x t b o o k  s e r i e s
published by The Japan
Times.  Genki  2  2nd
Edition is the updated
version  of  the  second
volume,  designed  for
learners  who  have
completed Genki 1 (or
an equivalent beginner
course) .  I t  covers
approximately  the  N4
level  of  the  Japanese
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Language  Proficiency
T e s t  ( J L P T )  a n d
introduces elements of
N3. The book is widely
used  in  univers i ty
courses,  language
schools,  and  by  self-
learners  around  the
world. The 2nd Edition
was revised to include
m o r e  n a t u r a l
dialogues,  updated
c u l t u r a l  n o t e s ,
i m p r o v e d  a u d i o
quality,  and a  cleaner
layout compared to the
original edition.

KEY FEATURES OF
GENKI 2 2ND
EDITION

The strength of Genki
2 2nd Edition  lies in
its  balanced  approach
to  all  four  language
skills:  reading, writing,
l i s t e n i n g ,  a n d
speaking.  Below  are
the core features that
make this textbook so
effective.

Grammar
Explanati
ons
Each of the 23 lessons
in  Genki  2  introduces
new grammar points in
a  clear,  sequential
order. Explanations are
given  in  English,  with
plenty  of  example
s e n t e n c e s .  T h e
grammar  builds  on
what  was  learned  in
Genki  1,  such  as  te-
form,  plain  form,  and
potential  expressions,
then moves into more
complex structures like
causa t i ve -pass i ve ,
condi t iona ls ,  and
honorific language. The
progression  is  logical,
a n d  e a c h  l e s s o n
inc ludes  pract ice
exercises that reinforce
the target grammar.
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Vocabular
y and
Kanji
Integratio
n
New  vocabulary  is
p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e
beginning  of  each
lesson, with the word,
reading,  and  English
meaning.  Kanji  are
i n t r o d u c e d
systematically:  each
lesson includes a set of
new  kanji  characters
with  readings  and
compound  examples.
By the end of Genki 2,
learners  wi l l  have
encountered about 300
kanji in total (including
those  from  Genki  1).
The  textbook  a lso
includes  reading  and
writing  exercises  that

require using the new
kanji in context, which
helps with retention.

Listening
and
Speaking
Practice
A  key  component  of
Genki 2 2nd Edition
is  the  audio  material
(available  as  CDs  or
downloadable  files).
The dialogues between
characters like Takeshi
a n d  M a r y  s o u n d
natural  and  reflect
real-life  situations  –
from making  plans  to
visiting a doctor. Each
lesson has a "Dialogue"
section  that  can  be
listened to repeatedly.
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o
" L i s t e n i n g
C o m p r e h e n s i o n "
e x e r c i s e s  w h e r e



4

4 Genki 2 2nd Edition 2025-01-06

s t u d e n t s  a n s w e r
questions  based  on
what  they  hear.  Pair-
w o r k  a c t i v i t i e s
encourage  speaking
practice, even for self-
l ea rne rs  who  can
shadow  the  audio.

Reading
Compreh
ension
Genki  2  gradual ly
introduces  longer
reading passages.  The
"Reading"  section  at
the end of each lesson
often  includes  cultural
t o p i c s ,  s u c h  a s
festivals,  school life in
Japan,  or  historical
anecdotes .  These
p a s s a g e s  a r e
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
vocabulary  lists.  This
h e l p s  l e a r n e r s

transition  from  short
s e n t e n c e s  t o
paragraphs,  preparing
them  for  real-world
Japanese  texts.

Culture
Notes
I n t e r s p e r s e d
throughout  the  book
are short culture notes
that explain aspects of
Japanese society  –  for
example,  how  to  use
honorific  language
appropriately,  the
significance  of  certain
holidays, or differences
between  written  and
spoken  Japanese.
These notes add depth
and  context,  making
the  language  learning
experience richer.

HOW GENKI 2 2ND
EDITION DIFFERS
FROM THE FIRST
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EDITION

If  you are  considering
upgrading from the 1st
Edition,  or  if  you  are
t r y i n g  t o  d e c i d e
between  them,  here
a r e  t h e  m a i n
differences:

Updated
dialogues and
topics: The 2nd
Edition includes
more
contemporary
conversations
and references.
For instance,
modern
technology and
social media
appear in some
dialogues.
Revised
cultural notes:
Information
about Japan has
been updated to
reflect recent
changes (e.g.,
new train lines,
popular trends).

Improved audio
quality: The CDs
(or digital files)
have cleaner
recordings with
natural pacing.
Better layout
and
readability: The
2nd Edition uses
a slightly larger
font and clearer
section breaks.
Illustrations and
photos are also
refreshed.
Additional
exercises and
review
sections: There
are more fill-in-
the-blank and
translation
exercises, as well
as expanded
review sections
at regular
intervals.

Overall,  Genki 2 2nd
Edition  feels  more
polished  and  user-
friendly,  though  the
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core  grammar  and
vocabulary  remain
largely the same. If you
already  have  the  1st
Edition,  you  may  not
need to replace it, but
the  2nd  Edition  is  a
worthwhile upgrade for
new learners.

WHO SHOULD USE
GENKI 2?

Genki 2 2nd Edition
is  aimed  at  learners
who  have  completed
G e n k i  1  o r  a n
equivalent  course.
Ideally,  you  should
know about 300 basic
vocabulary  words,  the
masu  form,  te-form,
plain  form,  and  basic
particles. The textbook
is suitable for:

College
students in
second-year
Japanese
courses.
Self-learners
who want a

structured
curriculum.
JLPT N4 test
takers looking
for
comprehensive
preparation.
Anyone who
has finished
Genki 1 and
wants to
continue their
journey.

That  said,  beginners
should  not  start  here.
Y o u  n e e d  a  s o l i d
f o u n d a t i o n  i n
elementary  Japanese
before  d iv ing  into
Genki 2, as it assumes
you  are  comfortable
with the basics covered
in Volume 1.

TIPS FOR
STUDYING WITH
GENKI 2 2ND
EDITION

To get the most out of
this textbook, consider
t h e  f o l l o w i n g
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strategies:

Review Genki 11.
material first.
Spend a week or
two going over
key grammar
points and
vocabulary from
the first book.
This will make
the transition
smoother.
Use the audio2.
daily. Listen to
the dialogues
multiple times.
Shadow the
speakers to
improve
pronunciation
and natural
intonation.
Write out new3.
kanji by hand.
The textbook
provides stroke
order diagrams.
Writing them
repeatedly helps
with memory.
Complete the4.
workbook. The

separate Genki 2
Workbook (2nd
Edition) offers
additional
grammar and
kanji practice. It
is highly
recommended.
Pair up with a5.
study partner.
If possible,
practice the
dialogue role-
plays with a
friend. For self-
learners,
recording
yourself speaking
and then
comparing with
the audio can be
effective.
Use6.
supplementary
resources.
Websites like Tae
Kim's Guide,
Bunpro, or Anki
flashcard decks
can reinforce
what you learn in
each lesson.
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Set a schedule.7.
Aim to complete
one lesson per
week or every
two weeks.
Consistency is
more important
than speed.

WHERE TO BUY
GENKI 2 2ND
EDITION

You  can  purchase
Genki 2 2nd Edition
from  various  online
retailers.  The  book  is
usually  sold  as  a  set
tha t  i nc ludes  the
textbook,  a  CD  (or
download  code),  and
sometimes  a  separate
workbook.  Here  are
popular  options:

Amazon – often
has the best
prices and fast
shipping. Look
for the "Genki 2:
An Integrated
Course in
Elementary

Japanese" (2nd
Edition) by Eri
Banno et al.
The Japan
Times
Publishing site
– direct from the
publisher,
sometimes with
bundle deals.
Book
Depository (if
still available) –
free shipping to
many countries.
Local
bookstores that
carry foreign
language
textbooks,
especially near
university
campuses.

Prices  typically  range
between $35 and $55
USD  for  the  textbook
alone. The workbook is
sold  separately  for
around $20-30.  Digital
versions  (e-book)  are
also available for those
who prefer studying on
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a tablet.

CONCLUSION

Genki 2 2nd Edition
remains  one  of  the
mos t  t rus ted  and
effective  textbooks  for
intermediate  Japanese
learners.  Its  balanced
approach to grammar,
vocabulary,  listening,
reading,  and  culture
makes  it  an  excellent
choice whether you are
in  a  c l ass room  o r
studying on your own.
The updates in the 2nd
Edition ensure that the

material  feels  modern
and relevant, while the
clear  structure  keeps
you  moving  forward
step  by  step.  If  you
have already mastered
Genki  1,  picking  up
Genki 2 2nd Edition
is a natural and highly
rewarding next step on
your Japanese learning
j o u r n e y .  W i t h
dedication  and  the
right study habits, this
textbook will  help you
reach  new  levels  of
fluency  and
confidence.


