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PERSONAL
JOURNEY

The names Pastor Chris
and  Anita  Oyakhilome
are  among  the  most
recognized  in  global
Ch r i s t i an i t y .  Fo r
decades,  they  stood
together at the helm of
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
expansive ministries to
emerge  from  Africa,
touching  millions  of
lives across continents.
Their  partnership  was

not  only  marital  but
a l so  m in i s t e r i a l ,
creating  a  powerful
synergy that propelled
the  message  of  faith,
l o v e ,  a n d  d i v i n e
purpose to a worldwide
audience.  While  their
personal  paths  have
since  diverged,  the
i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r
c o m b i n e d  w o r k
remains  a  significant
chapter  in  modern
religious  history.  This
article  explores  their
i n d i v i d u a l
contr ibutions,  the
n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r
partnership,  and  the
lessons  drawn  from
their  journey.
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Who is
Pastor
Chris
Oyakhilo

me?
P a s t o r  C h r i s
O y a k h i l o m e  i s  a
N i g e r i a n - b o r n
televangelist,  author,
and  the  founder  of
Chr ist  Embassy,  a
global  ministry  with  a
presence  in  over  145
countries.  Known  for
his  dynamic  teaching
style and emphasis on
t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e
spoken  word,  he  has
built one of the largest
Christian  networks  in
the  world.  His  daily
television  program,
LoveWorld  News,  and
his  magazine,  Christ
E m b a s s y ,  r e a c h

millions of households,
while  his  Rhapsody of
Realities  devotional  is
one of the most widely
d i s t r i bu ted  da i l y
devotionals  globally,
available  in  over  800
languages.
Pastor Chris is also the
president of LoveWorld
Incorporated,  a  media
and  entertainment
conglomerate  that
produces gospel music,
films,  and  television
content.  His  influence
extends  beyond  the
pulpit  into  education,
founding  the  Chris
O y a k h i l o m e
Foundation,  which
supports  humanitarian
w o r k  i n c l u d i n g
Operat ion  Doctor
H e a r t ,  a  m e d i c a l
outreach  program.  He
has  also  conducted
massive  crusades  in
cit ies  l ike  London,
Johannesburg, Mumbai,
and New York, drawing
crowds of hundreds of
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t h o u s a n d s .  H i s
teachings  center  on
the importance of faith,
the reality of the Holy
S p i r i t ,  a n d  t h e
believer's  authority  in
Christ.
One  cannot  discuss
Pastor  Chris  without
acknowledging  his
distinctive  theological
focus.  His  messages
often  revolve  around
the  "ministry  of  the
word" and the concept
of "the law of the spirit
of life in Christ Jesus."
H e  e n c o u r a g e s
believers to engage in
daily  confession  of
scripture,  a  practice
that  has  become  a
hallmark  of  the  Christ
Embassy  movement.
His  influence  has  been
compared  to  that  of
Kenneth  E.  Hagin  and
other  Word  of  Faith
pioneers,  though  he
has  built  a  distinctly
g l o b a l  a n d
multicultural  following

of  his  own.

Who is
Anita
Oyakhilo
me?
Anita  Oyakhi lome
( f o r m e r l y  A n i t a
E b h o d a g h e )  i s  a
British-born  minister,
a u t h o r ,  a n d
philanthropist  who
played an integral role
in the early and middle
years  of  the  Christ
Embassy ministry. She
was  a  co-founder  and
vice  president  of  the
ministry,  act ively
i n v o l v e d  i n  i t s
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
outreach, and spiritual
direction.  Anita  was
known  for  her  calm,
articulate  teaching
style and her focus on
the love of God, family
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life,  and  the  practical
application of Christian
principles.
Anita  was  also  the
publisher of the Christ
Embassy  magazine
and a  key speaker  at
the  in te rnat iona l
pastors  and  workers
conferences hosted by
the ministry. Her book,
Your Love Life, became
a  significant  resource
for singles and married
couples  within  the
church.  She  also  co-
hosted the popular TV
program  Atmosphere
for  Miracles  alongside
Pastor  Chris,  which
d r e w  m i l l i o n s  o f
viewers  globally.  Her
contributions were not
merely supportive; she
was  a  leader  in  her
own right, shaping the
ministry's  culture  and
message,  especially
regarding relationships
and spiritual growth.
Beyond her  work with
Christ  Embassy,  Anita

has  been  involved  in
humanitarian  efforts,
particularly focusing on
women  and  children.
Her  gentle  demeanor
and relatable teaching
made  her  a  beloved
figure  among  church
members,  many  of
whom looked up to her
as  a  spiritual  mother.
She also managed the
operat ions  o f  the
church's  headquarters
in  Lagos,  N iger ia ,
overseeing  a  large
team  of  staff  and
volunteers. Her role as
a  woman  in  ministry
was  often  highlighted
as an example of how
faith  and  leadership
can  coexist  gracefully.

The
Partnersh
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ip and
Marriage
The  story  of  Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
Oyakhilome is also the
story  of  a  partnership
that built an empire of
faith.  They  married  in
1991,  and  together
t h e y  l a i d  t h e
foundation  for  what
would become a global
movement. In the early
days,  they  worked
side-by-side,  traveling,
teaching,  and  building
the  church  f rom  a
small  gathering  in
Lagos  to  a  worldwide
phenomenon.  Their
c o m p l e m e n t a r y
s t r e n g t h s  w e r e
evident:  Pastor  Chris
was the visionary and
preacher,  while  Anita
brought  structure,
compass i on ,  and
relational depth to the
ministry.

Many within the Christ
Embassy  community
saw their marriage as a
model  of  Christ ian
partnership. They often
s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e
importance of unity in
marriage and how their
faith  was  the  bedrock
of  their  relationship.
T h e y  h a d  t w o
daughters  together,
Carissa  and  Sharon,
who were raised within
the  min i s t ry .  The
f a m i l y  w a s  o f t e n
p o r t r a y e d  a s  a n
example  of  faith-filled
l i v i n g ,  a n d  t h e i r
personal  story  was
interwoven  with  the
ministry's  narrative.
Their  joint  appearance
at  conferences  and
c r u s a d e s  w a s  a
powerful  image  of
shared  purpose,  and
many  pastors  around
the  world  looked  to
their  relationship as  a
template  for  ministry
marriage.
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Thei r  partnersh ip
e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e
"Rhapsody of Realities"
devot ional ,  which
b e g a n  a s  a  s m a l l
publication  and  grew
i n t o  a  g l o b a l
p h e n o m e n o n ,
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o
hundreds of languages
and  distributed  in  the
millions. Anita played a
key role in the editorial
direction  and  content
of  the  devot ional ,
particularly in its early
e d i t i o n s .  T h e i r
collaboration  was  also
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e
development  of  the
"LoveWorld"  media
n e t w o r k ,  w h i c h
inc ludes  sate l l i te
television,  radio,  and
online  platforms.  For
over two decades, they
were  a  united  front,
and their ministry was
a testament to what a
husband-and-wife team
could  achieve  when

aligned  in  purpose.

The
Separatio
n and
Divorce
In  2014,  news  of  the
s e p a r a t i o n  a n d
subsequent  divorce  of
Pastor Chris and Anita
O y a k h i l o m e  s e n t
shockwaves  through
the  Christian  world.
The  couple  had  been
married  for  23  years,
and the announcement
w a s  m e t  w i t h
widespread  sadness
and  confusion.  The
divorce was finalized in
2 0 1 5  i n  a  L o n d o n
c o u r t ,  w i t h  t h e
proceedings  attracting
significant  media
attention,  both  within
N i g e r i a  a n d
internationally.  The
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details  of  the  divorce
were  la rge ly  kept
private,  but  i t  was
publicly known that the
split  was  amicable  in
terms  of  the  couple's
intentions,  though  the
legal  process  was
complex.
The  separation  had
profound  implications
for the Christ Embassy
m i n i s t r y .  M a n y
m e m b e r s  a n d
observers were deeply
affected,  as  the  couple
had  been  seen  as  a
symbol  of  spiritual
leadership and marital
stability.  The  church
leadership  addressed
the  congregat ion,
emphasizing that while
the  mar r iage  had
ended,  the  ministry
would continue. Pastor
Chris  and  Anita  both
remained  active  in
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e
callings,  though  they
no  longer  ministered
together.  The  event

s p a r k e d  b r o a d e r
conversations  within
t h e  C h r i s t i a n
community  about  the
challenges  of  ministry
m a r r i a g e s ,  t h e
pressure of public life,
and the need for grace
and  understanding  in
t imes  o f  persona l
difficulty.
It is important to note
that  the  divorce  was
handled with a degree
of  d ign i ty  by  both
parties.  There  was  no
public  mudslinging  or
scandalous revelations,
which many observers
respected. Both Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
continued to  focus  on
their  spiritual  work,
though separately. The
divorce did not lead to
the  collapse  of  the
ministry,  nor  did  it
diminish  the  global
r e a c h  o f  C h r i s t
Embassy.  Instead,  it
became a  test  of  the
institution's  resilience
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and  a  reminder  that
spiritual  leaders  are
also human, facing the
same life challenges as
those they lead.

Life After
the
Divorce
Following  the  divorce,
Pastor Chris continued
t o  e x p a n d  t h e
LoveWorld ministry. He
l a u n c h e d  n e w
initiatives,  including
the  "LoveWorld  SAT"
television channel, the
"KingsChat"  social
networking  app  for
bel ievers,  and  the
"LoveWorld  Music  and
Arts"  festival.  He  also
deepened his focus on
teaching and launched
the  "School  of  the
Spirit"  and  "School  of
Ministry"  programs  to
t ra in  pas to rs  and

ministers  globally.  His
crusades and "Night of
Bl iss"  events  have
cont inued  to  draw
massive  crowds,  and
his  influence  has  only
grown,  especia l ly
a m o n g  y o u n g e r
g e n e r a t i o n s  o f
believers  in  Africa,
Europe,  and  Asia.
Anita  Oyakhilome,  on
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,
stepped back from the
public eye for a period.
She later resumed her
own  min i s t ry  and
philanthropic  work,
focusing  on  women's
empowerment  and
family counseling.  She
has spoken at  various
events,  sharing  her
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d
offering  hope  to  those
going  through  similar
life transitions. She has
maintained  a  dignified
silence  regarding  the
details of her marriage,
choosing  instead  to
focus on her faith and
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her  family.  Her  work
n o w  i n c l u d e s
mento r ing  young
women and advocating
for  emot ional  and
spiritual  healing.  She
remains  a  respected
figure,  though  her
profile  is  significantly
lower  than  during  the
years she co-led Christ
Embassy.
Both have expressed a
commitment  to  their
faith and to the work of
the  gospel,  albeit  on
separate  paths.  Their
daughters, Carissa and
Sharon,  have  pursued
their  own  interests,
with  Carissa  being
involved in  music  and
ministry  within  the
LoveWorld  network.
The family,  though no
longer  united  in  the
same  household,  has
maintained  a  level  of
private  cohesion,  and
both  parents  have
s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r
children's  endeavors.

The  story  of  Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
Oyakhilome is not one
of  destruction,  but  of
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n — a
n a r r a t i v e  t h a t
acknowledges the end
of  a  marriage  while
affirming  the
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f
purpose and service.

Lessons
and
Reflection
s
The  journey  of  Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
Oyakhilome  offers
seve ra l  va l uab le
lessons for individuals,
ministers,  and  the
broader  Chr ist ian
community.  First,  it
underscores the reality
that  no relationship is
immune  to  difficulty.
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E v e n  t h e  m o s t
seemingly  perfect
marriages,  especially
those in the public eye,
can face irreconcilable
challenges. This reality
calls  for  compassion
rather  than  judgment
when  such  situations
arise.  The  couple's
decision to handle their
separation with relative
privacy  and  dignity
serves as a model for
others  navigat ing
similar circumstances.
Second,  the  s tory
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
importance of having a
sense  of  identity  and
purpose  beyond  a
relat ionship.  Both
Pastor Chris and Anita
had  strong  individual
callings.  While  their
marriage  ended,  their
individual  ministries
d i d  n o t .  T h i s  i s  a
powerful reminder that
one's personal mission
is not solely defined by
mar i t a l  s t a tus  o r

partnership. The ability
to continue functioning
effectively  after  a
major life transition is a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r
respective callings and
the  support  of  the
communities they have
built.
Third,  the  experience
of  the Christ  Embassy
community shows how
i n s t i t u t i o n s  c a n
weather  persona l
storms  within  their
leadership. The church
continued to grow and
function  because  the
foundation was built on
a  shared  vision,  not
s o l e l y  o n  t h e
personalities  of  its
f o u n d e r s .  T h i s
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
resi l ience  is  a  key
l e s s o n  f o r  a n y
m o v e m e n t  o r
i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t
depends  on  strong
leadership.  I t  also
demonstrated  the
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importance  of  having
systems, teams, and a
clear  mission  that
transcends  individual
relationships.
Finally,  the  story  of
Pastor Chris and Anita
Oyakhilome  invites  a
broader  conversation
about  the  pressures
faced  by  min is t ry
couples.  The  constant
travel,  public  scrutiny,
and  the  burden  of
spiritual leadership can
strain any relationship.
T h e  C h r i s t i a n
community,  in turn,  is
called to extend grace
and  prayer  fo r  i t s
leaders,  recognizing
tha t  t hey  a re  no t
e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e
challenges  of  human
existence.  The  legacy
of  their  partnership,
d e s p i t e  i t s  e n d ,
continues  to  inspire
many, not as a perfect
fairy tale, but as a real,
c o m p l e x ,  a n d
ultimately  redemptive

story  of  two  people
who  dedicated  their
lives to a cause greater
than themselves.

Conclusio
n
The  story  of  Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
Oyakhilome  is  one  of
profound impact, deep
par tne r sh ip ,  and
eventual  personal
d ivergence.  Their
combined  efforts  built
a ministry that reaches
m i l l i o n s  t o d a y ,
spreading  a  message
of faith, hope, and love
across the globe. While
their  marital  journey
did not have the fairy-
ta le  end ing  many
h o p e d  f o r ,  t h e i r
individual contributions
to  global  Christianity
remain  significant.
Their  legacy  offers  a
n u a n c e d  v i e w  o f
leadership,  marriage,
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and  res i l i ence .  I t
reminds  us  that  even
in the midst of change
and loss,  purpose can
e n d u r e ,  a n d  n e w
c h a p t e r s  c a n  b e
written. For those who
have  followed  their
s t o r y ,  t h e  k e y
takeaway  is  not  the
ending  of  a  marriage,

but the enduring power
o f  f a i t h  t o  c a r r y
individuals  through
every  season  of  life.
The ministries of Pastor
C h r i s  a n d  A n i t a
Oyakh i l ome ,  now
separate,  continue  to
inspire  and  transform
lives, each in their own
unique way.


