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INTRODUCTION: A
JOURNEY
THROUGH
SCRIPTURE IN 365
DAYS

For  many  Christians,
the desire to read the
entire Bible is a deeply
held  aspiration.  Yet,
t h e  s h e e r  s i z e  o f
Scripture—spanning 66
books,  over  1,000
c h a p t e r s ,  a n d
thousands  of  years  of
h i s to ry—can  fee l
overwhelming.  Life
g e t s  b u s y .  D a i l y
r o u t i n e s ,  w o r k
obligations, and family

responsibilities  often
push spiritual goals to
the  margins.  This  is
where  s t ruc tured
reading  plans  become
invaluable.  Among the
mos t  t rus ted  and
beloved  resources  for
this purpose is the Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  reading  plan.
M o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
checklist  of  chapters,
this  plan  offers  a
guided,  manageable,
a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y
enriching  pathway
through  the  whole  of
G o d ' s  W o r d .  I t
i n t e g r a t e s  t h e
devotional  heritage  of
the  renowned  Our
Daily  Bread  ministry,
providing daily insights
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that  connect  ancient
texts  to  contemporary
life.  In this article,  we
wi l l  exp lo re  what
m a k e s  t h i s  p l a n
unique,  how to  use  it
effectively,  and  why  it
has helped millions of
readers  engage  with
Scripture  consistently
over  a  full  year.

UNDERSTANDING
THE OUR DAILY
BREAD BIBLE IN A
YEAR PLAN

A Legacy
of
Devotion
al
Excellenc

e
The  Our  Daily  Bread
ministry  has  been  a
staple  in  Christ ian
devotional  literature
for decades, known for
its  short,  reflective
p i e c e s  t h a t  d r a w
practical  lessons  from
biblical  passages.  The
Our  Dai ly  Bread
Bible In A Year  plan
extends  this  legacy
into  a  comprehensive
reading  framework.
Instead  of  offering
s t a n d a l o n e
devotionals, it provides
a structured sequence
that  takes  the  reader
f r o m  G e n e s i s  t o
Revelation  over  365
d a y s .  E a c h  d a y ' s
reading is paired with a
b r i e f  d e v o t i o n a l
though t ,  he lp ing
readers  not  only  read
the text but also reflect
on  its  meaning  and
app l i ca t i on .  Th i s
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c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
systematic reading and
daily  reflection  is  what
sets  this  plan  apart
f r o m  o t h e r
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r
canonical  reading
schedules.

How the
Reading
Schedule
Is
Organize
d
The  plan  typical ly
divides  the  Bible  into
daily  portions  that
include passages from
both the Old and New
Testaments,  often
alongside a Psalm or a
Proverb. This balanced
approach ensures that

readers are exposed to
the diversity of biblical
g e n r e s — h i s t o r y ,
poetry,  prophecy,
g o s p e l ,  a n d
epistles—throughout
the year. For example,
a  typical  day  might
include a chapter from
a  historical  book  like
Exodus,  a  passage
from a prophetic book
l i ke  I sa iah ,  and  a
s e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e
Gospels or the Pauline
letters.  This  variety
keeps  the  reading
fresh and helps readers
s e e  t h e
interconnectedness  of
Scripture. The schedule
i s  des igned  to  be
completed in about 15
to 20 minutes per day,
making it accessible for
peop le  w i th  busy
schedules.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE OUR DAILY
BREAD BIBLE IN A
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YEAR PLAN

Daily
Devotion
al
Insights
One  of  the  standout
features of this plan is
the inclusion of a daily
devotional  insight  for
each  reading.  Unlike
many plans that simply
list  chapters,  the  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  experience
i n c l u d e s  a  s h o r t
reflection  written  by
the ministry's team of
experienced  writers.
These insights are not
lengthy  commentaries
but  rather  concise
thoughts that highlight
a  k e y  t h e m e ,  a
practical application, or
a  p o i n t  o f
encouragement  from

the day's passage. This
feature  helps  readers
move from information
to  transformation,
turning  Bible  reading
f r o m  a  m e r e
intellectual  exercise
into  a  heart-shaping
encounter  with  God.

Flexible
Formats
for
Modern
Lifestyles
Recogn i z ing  tha t
people  engage  with
content  in  different
w a y s ,  t h e  p l a n  i s
available  in  multiple
formats. You can follow
it  using  a  traditional
print  edition,  which
inc ludes  a  r ibbon
marker  and  durable
binding  for  daily  use.



Our Daily Bread Bible In A Year 5

5

Alternat ively,  the
d ig i ta l  ve rs ion  i s
accessible through the
Our Daily Bread mobile
a p p  o r  w e b s i t e ,
allowing  readers  to
access  thei r  da i ly
readings  on  the  go.
Some  editions  also
include audio versions,
which  are  particularly
helpful  for  commuters
or  those  who  prefer
listening  to  reading.
This  flexibility  ensures
that the plan can adapt
to the rhythm of your
life,  whether you read
at a desk, on a train, or
before bed.

Communi
ty and
Accounta
bility
Reading the Bible in a
year  is  a  significant

commitment ,  and
having  community
support  can  make  a
substantial  difference.
Many  churches  and
small groups adopt the
Our  Dai ly  Bread
Bible In A Year  plan
as  a  shared  journey.
Discussion  guides  and
group  reflection
prompts  are  often
available,  enabling
participants  to  talk
about  what  they  are
l e a r n i n g ,  a s k
q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  o n e
another.  Social  media
commun i t i es  and
online  forums  also
exist  where  readers
share insights, pray for
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d
celebrate  milestones.
This  communal  aspect
transforms  a  personal
discipline into a shared
adventure,  increasing
m o t i v a t i o n  a n d
accountabil ity.
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BENEFITS OF
FOLLOWING THIS
BIBLE READING
PLAN

Gaining a
Compreh
ensive
View of
Scripture
One  of  the  greatest
benefits  of  any  Bible-
in-a-year  plan  is  the
panoramic  v iew  i t
provides.  When  you
r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  i n
snippets  over  many
years, it is easy to miss
t h e  o v e r a r c h i n g
n a r r a t i v e  o f
redemption  that  runs
f r o m  G e n e s i s  t o
Revelation.  The  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A Year plan helps you

see  the  big  picture.
You  wi l l  t race  the
t h r e a d  o f  G o d ' s
covenant  promises,
follow  the  history  of
Israel,  witness the life
and  ministry  of  Jesus,
a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e
formation of  the early
church—all  within  the
context  of  a  single
y e a r .  T h i s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
perspective  enriches
your  understanding  of
individual passages, as
you begin to see how
each  part  fits  into  the
whole.

Building a
Consisten
t Habit of
Daily
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Devotion
Consistency  is  key  to
spiritual  growth,  and
committing  to  a  daily
reading  plan  builds
discipline.  The  plan's
manageable  dai ly
p o r t i o n s  m a k e  i t
realistic  to  stick  with
over  the  long  haul.
Many users report that
within a few weeks, the
daily reading becomes
a cherished routine—a
sacred  space  in  their
day  where  they  meet
with  God.  This  habit
often  extends  beyond
the year itself, creating
a  lifelong  pattern  of
r e g u l a r  B i b l e
engagement. The brief
devotional  component
also  helps  readers
transition from reading
t o  p r a y e r ,  a s  t h e
insight often includes a
prayer  prompt  or  a
question for reflection.

Deepenin
g Your
Relations
hip with
God
Ultimately, the goal of
Bible  reading  is  not
s imply  to  acqu i re
knowledge but to know
God more deeply. The
Our  Dai ly  Bread
Bible In A Year  plan
is  designed  with  this
end  in  mind.  As  you
move  through  the
S c r i p t u r e s ,  y o u
e n c o u n t e r  G o d ' s
c h a r a c t e r — H i s
holiness,  love,  justice,
m e r c y ,  a n d
faithfulness—in  fresh
and  powerful  ways.
The daily insights often
draw  at tent ion  to
attributes of God or to



8

8 Our Daily Bread Bible In A Year 2025-11-28

the implications of the
gospe l ,  fos ter ing
worship and gratitude.
Many  readers  testify
that  th is  p lan  has
revitalized their prayer
life,  increased  their
t r u s t  i n  G o d ' s
promises,  and  given
them a  greater  sense
of purpose and hope.

TIPS FOR
SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETING THE
PLAN

Set a
Consisten
t Time
and Place
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  strategies  for
completing  the  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  p l a n  i s  t o
establish  a  consistent

time and place for your
reading.  Whether  it  is
first  thing  in  the
morning with a cup of
coffee,  during  your
lunch break, or before
going to bed, choose a
t ime  that  you  can
realistically  protect.
Having  a  dedicated
spot—a  comfortable
chair, a quiet corner, or
even  a  desk—helps
signal  to  your  brain
tha t  i t  i s  t ime  fo r
focused  engagement
w i t h  S c r i p t u r e .
Consistency  in  your
environment  reduces
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f
skipping  a  day.

Use a
Journal to
Record
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Insights
Keeping  a  journa l
alongside your reading
can  significantly
enhance retention and
reflection.  You  might
jot  down  a  key  verse
t h a t  s t o o d  o u t ,  a
question that arose, or
a  p raye r  t ha t  t he
passage  prompted.
Some  readers  find  it
helpful  to  summarize
the main point of each
day's  reading  in  a
sentence or two. Over
the course of the year,
this journal becomes a
personal record of your
spiritual journey. It also
provides  material  for
future  rev iew  and
meditation.  The  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  plan  includes
space  for  notes  in
some  print  editions,
making  this  practice
even  easier.

Don't Get
Discourag
ed by
Missed
Days
L i fe  happens.  You
might  miss  a  day—or
even  a  week—due  to
i l lness ,  t rave l ,  o r
unexpected  crises.
When  this  happens,
the  temptation  is  to
give  up  entirely  or  to
t ry  to  b inge - read
multiple days at once.
A better approach is to
simply  pick  up  where
you  left  off  without
guilt.  The  goal  is  not
p e r f e c t i o n  b u t
persistence. The plan is
a tool,  not a legalistic
requirement. If you fall
behind, resist the urge
to  rush.  Instead,  trust
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that  God  can  work
through  the  portions
y o u  d o  r e a d ,  a n d
remember  that  the
j o u r n e y  i s  a b o u t
relationship,  not  mere
complet ion.  Many
editions  of  the  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  plan  include
catch-up  suggestions
o r  g r a c e - b a s e d
encouragements  for
exactly  this  reason.

Engage
with the
Devotion
al
Compone
nt
Whi le  i t  m igh t  be
tempting  to  skip  the
s h o r t  d e v o t i o n a l

reflection  in  favor  of
just  completing  the
reading,  resist  that
urge.  The  devotional
insight is a key feature
that  distinguishes  this
plan. Take a few extra
minutes  to  read  the
reflection,  consider  the
question or application
point,  and  respond  in
p rayer .  Th i s  s tep
transforms the reading
f rom  a  task  in to  a
conversation with God.
I t  a l s o  h e l p s  y o u
connect  the  ancient
text  to  your  current
circumstances,  making
Scripture  feel  relevant
and  al ive.  The  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  devotional
thoughts are written by
seasoned  writers  who
have a gift for distilling
profound  truths  into
accessible  language.

COMPARING THE
OUR DAILY BREAD
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PLAN WITH OTHER
BIBLE READING

PLANS

There are many Bible-
i n - a - y e a r  p l a n s
available, each with its
own  emphasis.  Some
f o l l o w  a  s t r i c t l y
chronological  order,
arranging  the  books
according  to  historical
timeline. Others use a
c a n o n i c a l  o r d e r ,
moving  systematically
f r o m  G e n e s i s  t o
Revelation.  The  Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A Year  plan adopts a
blended  approach,
combining  historical
flow  with  thematic
connections.  What
truly sets it apart is the
devotional  component.
While  plans  like  the
"M'Cheyne  Reading
Plan"  or  the  "5x5x5
Plan"  focus  primarily
o n  t h e  r e a d i n g
schedule itself, the Our
Daily  Bread  version

adds a layer of pastoral
reflection  and
application. This makes
it  particularly  suitable
for those who want not
just  to  read  the  Bible
but also to understand
and  apply  what  they
are  reading.  It  is  also
one  of  the  few  plans
that offers a structured
integration with a long-
standing  devotional
m i n i s t r y ,  g i v i n g
readers  access  to  a
wealth  of  resources
beyond  the  reading
schedule  itself.

TESTIMONIALS
AND IMPACT:
LIVES
TRANSFORMED
THROUGH DAILY
READING

Countless  individuals
and  fami l ies  have
shared  stories  of  how
the Our Daily  Bread
Bible In A Year  plan
has  impacted  their
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spiritual  l ives.  One
reader  describes  how
the  plan  helped  her
through  a  season  of
gr ief ,  as  the  dai ly
port ions  provided
c o m f o r t  a n d
perspective.  Another
s h a r e s  h o w  t h e
structured  reading
gave  him a  newfound
appreciation  for  the
Old Testament,  a part
of  the  Bible  he  had
prev ious l y  f ound
difficult  to  navigate.
Small  groups  have
reported that the plan
r e v i v e d  t h e i r
fellowship, as members
gathered  weekly  to
discuss what they were
learning.  Parents have
used  i t  as  a  family
d e v o t i o n a l  t o o l ,
read ing  the  da i l y
portion together at the
dinner  table.  These
stories  highlight  the
plan's  versatility  and
its  abi l i ty  to  meet
people where they are,

regardless  of  their
s tage  in  the  fa i th
journey.

PRACTICAL
RESOURCES TO
ENHANCE YOUR
EXPERIENCE

To get the most out of
the  Our Daily  Bread
Bible In A Year plan,
c o n s i d e r
supplementing  your
reading with additional
resources.  A  good
study Bible can provide
h e l p f u l  n o t e s  o n
historical  context  and
difficult passages. Bible
d i c t i o n a r i e s  a n d
concordances  are
useful for deeper word
studies. The Our Daily
Bread  website  also
offers  a  range  of  free
resources,  including
downloadable  reading
schedules,  printable
bookmarks,  and  daily
email  reminders.  For
t h o s e  w h o  e n j o y
listening,  many of  the
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dai ly  readings  are
available  in  podcast
format, allowing you to
follow  along  audibly.
Some  editions  of  the
plan also include maps
and  timelines,  which
are particularly helpful
for  understanding  the
historical  books  and
the  journeys  of  Paul.

CONCLUSION:
EMBARK ON THE
JOURNEY TODAY

Reading the Bible from
cover  to  cover  in  one
year  is  a  significant
undertaking,  but  it  is
also  one  of  the  most
rewarding  spiritual
disciplines  a  Christian
can cultivate. The Our
Daily Bread Bible In
A  Year  plan  offers  a
structure  that  is  both
m a n a g e a b l e  a n d
deeply enriching.  With
its  balanced  reading
s c h e d u l e ,  d a i l y

devotional  insights,
flexible  formats,  and
community  support,  it
provides  everything
you  need  to  succeed.
Whether you are a new
believer eager to learn
the foundations of the
faith  or  a  seasoned
Christian  looking  to
r e f r e s h  y o u r
engagement  w i th
Scripture, this plan can
g u i d e  y o u  i n t o  a
d e e p e r ,  m o r e
consistent  relationship
with God's Word. There
is no better time than
today  to  begin.  Open
the  pages,  commit  to
t h e  j o u r n e y ,  a n d
d i s c o v e r  t h e
transformative  power
of  spending  a  year
immersed in the story
of  God's  redemptive
love.  The  path  is  set
before  you;  take  the
first  step,  and  let  the
daily bread of Scripture
nourish your soul.


