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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOU MIGHT
WANT IPHONE EMOJIS ON YOUR
ANDROID DEVICE

Emojis  have  become  a  universal
language  in  digital  communication,
adding emotion, tone, and personality to
text messages, social media posts, and
emails.  While  both  Apple  and  Google
offer  extensive  emoji  libraries,  the
specific  designs  vary  significantly
between platforms. Many Android users
find  themselves  envying  the  look  of
Apple’s emojis, which often appear more
polished,  expressive,  or  simply  different
from  the  default  Android  emoji  set.
Whether you’re a fan of the iconic Apple
smiley  faces,  the  detailed  food  and
animal icons, or the sleek human figures,
the desire to use iPhone emojis on an
Android device is common. Fortunately,
you don’t need to switch to an iPhone to
enjoy those familiar designs. This article
provides a comprehensive, step-by-step
guide on how to get iPhone emojis on
A n d r o i d ,  c o v e r i n g  m u l t i p l e
methods—from  simple  keyboard
replacements to root-level modifications.
Each  method  has  its  own  level  of
difficulty,  compatibility,  and
permanence, so you can choose the one
that best suits your needs and technical
comfort.

UNDERSTANDING THE
DIFFERENCE: IOS VS. ANDROID
EMOJI STYLES

Before diving into the “how,” it’s helpful
to  understand why iPhone emojis  look
different.  Apple  designs  its  emoji  set
with  a  distinctive  three-dimensional,
glossy style,  often using more shading
and  detail.  Google’s  Android  emojis,
starting with Android 8.0 (Oreo), adopted
a  more  flat,  cartoonish  blob-like  style,
which later evolved into a more rounded
and  simplistic  design.  The  Unicode
Consortium  defines  the  official  emoji
characters, but each platform creates its
own graphic interpretation. This means
that  an  emoji  for  “smiling  face  with
heart-eyes”  has  a  different  visual
representation  on  iPhone  compared  to
most Android phones. When you send an
emoji from an iPhone to an Android, the
Android  device  will  display  its  own
version, not the Apple one. To actually
see and use iPhone-style emojis on your
Android, you need to change the emoji
font or the keyboard app that supplies
the emoji graphics.

METHOD 1: USE A THIRD-PARTY
KEYBOARD WITH IOS EMOJIS

The easiest and most user-friendly way
to get iPhone emojis  on Android is  by
installing a third-party keyboard app that
includes  Apple-style  emoji  designs.
These  apps  replace  your  default
keyboard  and  provide  a  new  set  of
emojis  that  look  just  like  those on an
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iPhone. No root access is required, and
the process takes only a few minutes.

Recommended
Keyboard Apps

Gboard (Google Keyboard) –
but with a trick: Surprisingly,
Google’s own Gboard can display
iOS-style emojis if you change a
specific setting. Open Gboard
settings, go to “Preferences,” then
“Emoji style,” and select “iOS.”
This option may not appear on all
devices or versions, so it’s worth
checking first.
SwiftKey: Microsoft’s SwiftKey
does not natively offer iOS emojis,
but through its Themes and Emoji
settings, you can sometimes
choose “iOS Emoji” from the emoji
style menu (available in newer
versions).
Specialized iOS Emoji
Keyboards: Apps like “Emoji
Keyboard - iOS Emojis for Android”
or “iOS Emoji Keyboard” are
designed specifically to mimic
Apple’s emoji set. Search the
Google Play Store with terms like
“iOS emoji keyboard” and look for
apps with high ratings and recent
updates.

How to Install
and Enable a
Keyboard App

Go to the Google Play Store and1.
download an iOS emoji keyboard
app of your choice.

Open the app and follow the setup2.
instructions. Most will prompt you
to enable the keyboard in your
system settings.
Go to Settings > System >3.
Languages & input > On-
screen keyboard > Manage
keyboards.
Toggle on the newly installed4.
keyboard app.
Open any messaging app, tap the5.
keyboard icon (usually near the
space bar), and select the new
keyboard.
Start typing and access the emoji6.
picker – you should now see
iPhone-style emojis.

Pros:  No  root,  easy  to  switch
between  keyboards,  reversible.
Cons:  Emojis  only  appear  within
that keyboard app; other parts of
the  system  (like  notifications  or
quick  setting  icons)  still  use  the
default Android emojis. Also, some
apps may not display your typed
emojis as iOS style when sent to
other  users;  they  convert  to
standard  Unicode  emojis  on  the
recipient’s device.

Important
Note on Emoji
Sending
While you can see iPhone emojis
on  your  own  screen,  when  you
send  an  emoji  to  someone  who
uses  a  different  platform,  the
recipient  will  see the emoji  from
their  own  device’s  font.  The
keyboard only changes what you
see on your end. This is a crucial
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point: the method does not change
the underlying Unicode character;
i t  o n l y  a l t e r s  t h e  v i s u a l
representation  locally.

METHOD 2: USE AN APP
THAT REPLACES YOUR
SYSTEM EMOJI FONT

If  you  want  iPhone  emojis  to
appear  everywhere  on  your
Android  device—not  just  in  the
keyboard—you need to replace the
system emoji font. This is a more
advanced  method  that  modifies
the  system  font  files.  It  typically
requires a rooted device or using a
specific  app  that  can  swap  fonts
without  root  (on  some  devices).

Using “Emoji
Font Manager”
Apps (No Root
Required on
Some Phones)
Certain  Android  skins,  especially
from  Samsung  or  Xiaomi,  allow
users to change system fonts via
theme stores.  However,  for  pure
emoji font replacement, apps like
“Emoji Font Installer” (by Ramtin)
o r  “ E m o j i  S w i t c h e r ”  ( b y
TAPUNIVERSE)  can  replace  the
emoji  font  file  without  root,
provided you are on Android 10 or
earlier (on newer Android versions,
the  system  font  part it ion  is
protected).  These apps download
an iOS emoji  font (usually a TTF
file) and apply it system-wide.

Download a font1.
replacement app from the
Play Store. Read descriptions
carefully to ensure it
supports your device.
Grant necessary permissions2.
(storage, accessibility, or
root if required).
Search for and download the3.
iOS emoji font package
within the app.
Apply the font – the app will4.
replace the system emoji
font with the iOS version.
Reboot your device if5.
prompted.

Warning: This method can cause
i n s t a b i l i t y  i f  t h e  f o n t  i s
incompatible. Always back up your
or ig ina l  emoj i  font  be fore
proceeding.  On  Android  11  and
above, system font replacement is
heavily  restricted  without  root.
Some apps use a workaround with
subprocesses, but results vary.

Root Method:
Manual
Replacement
If your phone is rooted, you have
more  control.  You  can  manually
replace the emoji  font file (usually
/system/fonts/NotoColorEmo
j i . t t f  o r
/system/fonts/NotoEmoji.tt
f)  with  an  iOS  emoji  font  file.
Here’s  a  high-level  overview:

Download an iOS emoji font1.
.ttf file (search for “Apple
Color Emoji.ttf” or similar).
Use a root file explorer (like2.
Solid Explorer or MiXplorer)
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to navigate to the system
font directory.
Back up the original emoji3.
font file to a safe location.
Copy the iOS emoji font into4.
the system/fonts folder,
rename it to match the
original filename (e.g.,
NotoColorEmoji.ttf), and set
permissions to 644.
Reboot your device.5.

Pros:  iPhone  emojis  appear
everywhere  on  your  phone
(keyboard,  notifications,  apps).
Cons: Requires root, possible boot
loop if wrong font, voids warranty
(and may fail  SafetyNet/  banking
apps).

METHOD 3: USE CUSTOM
ROMS OR MAGISK MODULES
(ADVANCED)

For  rooted  users  with  a  custom
recovery,  you  can  flash  a  Magisk
module  or  a  custom  ROM  that
includes  iOS  emojis  by  default.
Magisk  modules  like  “iOS  Emoji”
are popular and allow systemless
installation,  meaning  they  don’t
actual ly  modify  the  system
partition but overlay the font. This
method  keeps  your  dev ice
certified  for  Google  Pay  and
b a n k i n g  a p p s  ( i f  u s i n g
MagiskHide).

Install Magisk on your rooted1.
device.
Search for “iOS Emoji” in the2.
Magisk modules repository
(or download a module from
XDA Developers).
Install the module via Magisk3.
Manager.
Reboot.4.

Alternatively, some custom ROMs

( l i k e  P i x e l  E x p e r i e n c e  o r
L ineageOS)  have  add-on  a
packages  to  change  emoji  style.
This is the most stable method for
rooted  users  who  want  system-
wide  changes  without  manual  file
editing.

METHOD 4: USE AN EMOJI
SUBSTITUTION APP
(WORKAROUND)

If  you  are  hesitant  to  change
system fonts and a keyboard-only
solution  isn’t  enough,  consider
using  an  app  that  automatically
substitutes  emoji  characters  in
your messages. These apps run in
the  background  and  replace  the
emoji  Unicode  with  images  from
the iOS set.  However, they often
break in apps that  don’t  support
overlay  or  require  accessibility
services.  This  method  is  less
reliable and not recommended for
daily  use,  but  it  exists  as  a  last
resort.

COMPARING THE METHODS:
WHICH ONE IS RIGHT FOR
YOU?

Method Difficulty Root
Required?

System-Wide
Effect Revertible? Best For

Keyboard
app Easy No No (only in

keyboard) Yes Casual
users

Font
manager
app

Medium
Usually no
(limited
devices)

Yes Yes (restore
backup)

Users on
older
Android or
OEMs that
allow font
changes

Manual root
replacement Hard Yes Yes Yes (if you

backup)
Root
enthusiasts

Magisk
module Medium-Hard Yes Yes Yes (disable

module)
Root users
with
Magisk

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL
EMOJI REPLACEMENT

Back up your original
emoji font before any
system-level change. This is
critical to restore if
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something goes wrong.
Check compatibility: Some
iOS emoji fonts may not
include all the latest Unicode
emojis. Look for an updated
font file that matches the
current iOS version.
Be aware of regional
variations: Apple updates
its emoji set with each major
iOS release. You may need
to reapply the font after an
Android system update.
Understand limitations:
Even with a system-wide
replacement, apps that use
their own emoji renderer
(like certain social media
apps or games) may still
show the default Android
emojis.
Respect app policies:
Some banking or secure
apps may detect root or
system modifications and
refuse to run. Consider this
before rooting solely for
emojis.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

Will my friends
see iPhone
emojis if I
send them
from my

Android?
No.  The  emoj i  you  send  is  a
Unicode character. The recipient’s
device uses its own emoji font to
render  it.  If  your  friend  has  an
iPhone,  they  will  see  the  Apple
version; if  they have a Samsung,
they will see the Samsung version.
Your  local  replacement  only
changes  what  you  see  on  your
screen.

Does changing
emoji font
affect battery
life or
performance?
No.  Emoji  fonts  are  small  static
files.  They  don’t  impact
performance or battery life in any
noticeable way.

Can I use iOS
emojis without
rooting on
Android 12 or
13?
It  is  difficult.  Android  11+
introduced stricter  protections on
font  modifications.  Some  apps
claim to work,  but  success rates
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are  low.  The  safest  route  is  a
keyboard app that implements iOS
designs in its own emoji picker.

Are there any
legal issues
with using
Apple’s emoji

designs?
The  emoji  fonts  distributed  in
these  methods  are  usual ly
extracted from iOS devices. Apple
retains the copyright to its emoji
artwork. Using them for personal,
non-commercial  purposes  is
generally  considered  acceptable,
but  distributing  the  font  files
publicly could infringe on Apple’s
intellectual  property.  Download
only  from reputable  sources that
have obtained proper


