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UNLOCK THE ART
OF
WOODWORKING
WITH SCROLL SAW
3D ANIMAL
PATTERNS

Woodwork ing  has
always  been  a  craft
that  blends  creativity
with precision, but few
techniques capture the
imagination  quite  like
scroll  sawing.  Among
the  most  captivating
projects for enthusiasts
at every skill level are
scroll saw 3D animal
pat terns .  These
patterns  allow  you  to

transform flat sheets of
wood  into  l i fe l ike,
d i m e n s i o n a l
c r e a t u r e s — f r o m
majestic  eagles  and
playful  dolphins  to
intricate  wolves  and
w h i m s i c a l  o w l s .
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  scroll  saw
artist  or  a  beginner
looking  for  your  next
cha l lenge,  three-
dimensional  animal
patterns open a world
of  artistic  expression.
This  article  explores
everything you need to
know  about  working
with  these  patterns,
including  what  they
are,  the  techniques
involved,  where to  find
them, and how to bring
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y o u r  w o o d e n
menagerie  to  l i fe.
T h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l
scroll sawing is distinct
from  flat  fretwork  or
silhouette  cutting.
Instead  of  a  single
piece of wood, you cut
mult ip le  layers  or
interlocking  parts  that
are  then  s tacked,
spaced,  or  shaped  to
c rea te  dep th  and
realism. The result is a
piece  that  seems  to
leap  off  the  wall  or
stand on its own as a
sculptural  object .
Because the medium is
wood,  each  project
ca r r i e s  a  na tu ra l
warmth and grain that
enhances the animal’s
character.  With  the
right  scrol l  saw  3D
animal  patterns,  you
can  produce  gi fts,
home  décor,  or  even
items  to  sell  at  craft
fairs.

What Are
Scroll
Saw 3D
Animal
Patterns?
A  s c r o l l  s a w  3 D
animal  pattern  is  a
s e t  o f  c u t t i n g
templates  designed to
p r o d u c e  a  t h r e e -
d i m e n s i o n a l
representation  of  an
animal  using  a  scroll
saw.  Unlike  flat
patterns  that  yield  a
plywood silhouette, 3D
patterns  typical ly
involve multiple layers
of  wood  that  are  cut
separately  and  then
assembled .  Some
p a t t e r n s  u s e  a
techn ique  ca l l ed
i n t a r s i a ,  w h e r e
different  wood  species
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are  fitted  together  like
a  j igsaw  puzz le  to
c r e a t e  c o l o r  a n d
texture  var iat ion.
O t h e r s  r e l y  o n
s e g m e n t a t i o n  o r
s t a c k i n g — c u t t i n g
identical  shapes  and
gluing  them  together
to  increase  thickness,
then shaping the edges
with sanders or  files to
round out features.
The animals can range
from  simple,  stylized
designs  perfect  for
beginners  to  highly
detailed,  anatomically
accurate portraits that
challenge even expert
s c r o l l  s a w y e r s .
Common  sub jects
include  bears,  horses,
cats,  dogs,  birds,  and
marine  life.  Patterns
are available in various
formats: printed paper
patterns, downloadable
PDFs,  or  even  digital
vector  files  that  you
can  resize.

Why
Choose
3D
Animal
Patterns
for Your
Scroll
Saw
Projects?
Working  with  three-
dimensional  patterns
offers  several  distinct
advantages  over  flat
projects:

Visual Impact:
A 3D animal
piece commands
attention. The
depth and
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shadow created
by layered wood
make the subject
appear more
lifelike and
dramatic.
Skill
Development:
Cutting 3D
patterns pushes
you to master
techniques like
stack cutting,
beveling, and
contour sanding.
You learn to
think in three
dimensions.
Gift Appeal:
People love
receiving
handcrafted
wooden animals
because they
feel personal,
durable, and
unique.
Variety of
Styles: You can
create wall
hangings,
freestanding

sculptures,
kinetic toys, or
even jewelry
boxes shaped
like animals.
Use of Scrap
Wood: Many 3D
patterns can be
cut from small
offcuts, making
them economical
and eco-friendly.

Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
process  of  bringing  a
flat  board  to  life  as  a
bear  or  a  dolphin  is
deeply satisfying. Each
cut,  each glued layer,
and each sanded curve
brings you closer to a
finished  piece  that
sparks  conversation.

Essential
Tools and
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Materials
for
Cutting
3D
Animal

Patterns
Before  you  dive  into
your  first  project,
ensure  you  have  the
right  setup.  While  the
specific  tools  can  vary,
the  fo l l ow ing  a re
standard for scroll saw
3D animal patterns:

Scroll saw – A
quality saw with
variable speed
and a fine blade
(typically #5 or
#7 reversed
tooth blades for
clean edges).
Blades – Choose

skip-tooth or
double-skip
blades for faster
cutting with less
burning. For tight
curves, use
smaller blades
like #3 or #5.
Wood – Baltic
birch plywood is
popular for its
stable, smooth
surface.
Hardwoods like
walnut, cherry,
maple, and oak
work well for
intarsia projects.
Pattern
transfer
supplies – Spray
adhesive, carbon
paper, or
printable sticker
paper to attach
patterns to wood.
Glue – Wood
glue (Titebond II
or III) for
assembly. For
stacking, use a
temporary
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adhesive like
spray glue or
double-sided
tape if you plan
to separate
layers later.
Sanding tools –
Drum sanders for
a drill, files,
sanding blocks,
and fine-grit
sandpaper (220
to 400 grit).
Finish – Danish
oil, tung oil,
polyurethane, or
shellac to protect
and enhance the
wood’s
appearance.

Optional  but  helpful
items  include  a  drill
press  for  p ierc ing
holes, a dust collection
system, and a light to
reduce  shadows  on
your  cut  lines.

Popular
Techniqu
es for
Creating
3D
Animal
Scroll
Saw
Projects
Depending  on  the
complex i ty  o f  the
pattern,  you  may  use
one or  more  of  these
approaches:

Stack



Scroll Saw 3d Animal Patterns 7

7

Cutting
for
Uniform

Layers
Stack  cutting  involves
cutting multiple  layers
of  wood  at  once  by
stacking them together
with  adhesive.  After
cutting,  you  separate
the  layers  and  glue
them  permanently  to
build  thickness.  This
technique  is  ideal  for
c reat ing  rounded
animal bodies, because
each  layer  can  be
slightly  offset  or
sanded  t o  c rea te
contours. For example,
a bear’s head might be
b u i l t  f r o m  e i g h t
identical  cutouts,  with
the top layers  sanded
into a dome shape.

Intarsia
for Color
and
Texture
Intarsia  uses  different
species  of  wood  to
represent  different
c o l o r s  a n d  g r a i n
patterns  within  the
animal.  A bird pattern
might  use  walnut  for
the body, holly for the
eye, mahogany for the
beak,  and  zebrawood
for  the  wing.  Each
piece is cut individually
and fitted together like
a puzzle. The 3D effect
is achieved by shaping
each piece with a drum
sander or carving bit to
give it  rounded edges
and varying thickness.
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Segment
ation for
Freestand
ing
Sculpture

s
Segmentat ion  is  a
method where you cut
the animal’s body into
separate  segments
(head, torso, legs, tail)
and  assemble  them
w i t h  g l u e  a n d
s o m e t i m e s  w i t h
i n t e r n a l  s u p p o r t
dowels. This allows for
a more dynamic pose.
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a
galloping horse pattern
might require the legs
to be cut  as separate
pieces  that  are  glued
at  an  angle  onto  a
base.

Compoun
d Cutting
for
Complex
Shapes
Compound  cutt ing
involves  making  cuts
on two or  more faces
of a block of  wood to
r e v e a l  a  t h r e e -
dimensional shape. For
example, you can cut a
block of wood from the
top and then from the
side  to  reveal  a  tiny
rabbit.  This  technique
requires careful  layout
and a steady hand but
results in solid wooden
figures  without  glue
joints.
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Where to
Find
High-
Quality
Scroll
Saw 3D
Animal

Patterns
F ind ing  the  r i gh t
pattern  is  hal f  the
b a t t l e .  H e r e  a r e
reliable  sources:

Magazines and
books –
Publications like
Scroll Saw
Woodworking &
Crafts regularly
feature 3D
patterns. Books

by authors like
John Nelson or
Wayne Barton
offer collections
of animal
designs.
Online
marketplaces –
Etsy and Amazon
have many
digital download
patterns. Search
for “scroll saw 3D
animal patterns”
and filter by
ratings.
Woodworking
forums – Sites
like
Scrollsawer.com,
LumberJocks,
and
Woodworking
Talk have free
patterns shared
by members.
Pattern
designers –
Independent
designers like
Gwen Brooks,
Steve Good
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(Scrollsaw
Workshop), and
Sheila Landry
offer detailed 3D
patterns for sale
or free on their
blogs.
YouTube
tutorials – Many
scroll saw artists
provide free
patterns in the
description of
their videos,
such as the “3D
Wooden Owl” by
The Wood
Whisperer.
Library
resources –
Public libraries
often carry scroll
saw pattern
books that you
can photocopy
(respecting
copyright).

When  se lec t ing  a
pattern,  look  for  clear
cutting  instructions,
suggested wood types,
a n d  a s s e m b l y

diagrams.  Beginner
patterns  should  have
fewer layers (3–5) and
less  detailed  shaping.
Advanced  patterns
may have 10–20 layers
and  require  fine
sanding.

Tips for
Success
with
Scroll
Saw 3D
Animal
Patterns
To ensure your project
turns  out  beautifully,
keep these pointers in
mind:

Start simple.1.
Choose a pattern
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with large pieces
and few layers
for your first 3D
project. A turtle
or penguin is
easier than a
wolf with thin
legs.
Use sharp2.
blades. Dull
blades burn the
wood and cause
tear-out. Replace
blades
frequently,
especially when
cutting thick
stacks.
Test fit before3.
gluing. Dry-fit
all layers and
parts to ensure
they align
properly. Sand
any tight spots.
Shape4.
gradually.
When rounding
edges with a
drum sander or
file, remove
wood slowly. It’s

easier to take off
more than to add
back.
Pay attention5.
to grain
direction. In
intarsia, aligning
grain angles can
make the piece
look more
natural. For
example, grain
flowing along the
length of a leg
adds realism.
Finish before6.
final assembly?
Some
woodworkers
prefer to sand
and apply finish
to individual
pieces before
gluing to avoid
missing spots.
Others finish the
whole piece. For
intarsia, pre-
finishing can
prevent glue
from soaking into
porous wood.
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Use a backer7.
board. For wall-
mounted
animals, attach a
backer board
(thin plywood) to
give stability and
allow for hanging
hardware.

Creative
Project
Ideas
Using 3D
Animal
Patterns
The  possibilities  are
nearly  endless.  Here
are  a  few  ideas  to
inspire your next scroll
saw project:

Forest Animal
Wall Art – A

grouping of a
bear, deer, and
fox mounted on
a single wooden
plaque makes a
rustic focal point
for a cabin or
living room.
Marine Mobile –
Cut small whales,
dolphins, and sea
turtles from 1/4-
inch plywood,
paint or oil them,
and hang them
from fishing line
to create a
whimsical mobile
for a child’s
room.
Dog Breed
Portraits – Use
intarsia to
capture the
distinct colors of
a Golden
Retriever or
Dalmatian. These
make thoughtful
gifts for dog
lovers.
Nocturnal
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Creatures – A
barn owl or bat
cut with dark
woods and
glowing eyes
(using inlaid
resin) can be a
striking
Halloween
decoration.
3D Safari
Animals –
Create a lion,
elephant, and
giraffe using
bright, exotic
hardwoods like
padauk (red),
yellowheart, and
wenge.
Garden
Stepping
Stones – Embed
a carved wooden
frog or turtle in
concrete for a
durable garden
accent (use
treated wood or
seal thoroughly).

Each  project  not  only
improves  your  scroll

saw  ski l ls  but  also
produces  a  tangible
item  that  family  and
friends will cherish.

CONCLUSION

Working  with  scroll
s a w  3 D  a n i m a l
patterns is one of the
m o s t  r e w a r d i n g
a v e n u e s  i n
w o o d w o r k i n g .  I t
combines the precision
of  fine cutting with the
artistry  of  sculptural
design, enabling you to
create pieces that are
both  decorative  and
deep ly  pe r sona l .
Whether you choose to
stack  cut  a  playful
puppy ,  i n ta rs ia  a
ma jes t i c  wo l f ,  o r
segment  a  soaring
eagle, the journey from
raw  wood  to  finished
animal  is  filled  with
d i s c o v e r y  a n d
satisfaction.  Start  with
a  st ra ight forward
pattern ,  invest  in
qua l i t y  t oo l s  and
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materials, and don’t be
afraid  to  experiment
with  different  woods
and  finishes.  With
pract ice ,  you  wi l l
develop  the  eye  and
hand to produce three-
dimensional  wooden

animals  that  capture
the spirit of the natural
world.  So  clamp  your
wood,  load  a  fine
blade,  and  let  the
sawdust  fly—your
wooden  menagerie
awaits.


