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EDITION

History often has a way
of concealing its most
brilliant stars. For
decades, the story of
the African American
women

mathematicians who
helped propel the

United States into
space remained a well-
kept secret. That
changed with the
publication of Margot
Lee Shetterly's
groundbreaking book.
Now, a new generation
has the opportunity to
discover these heroes
through the Hidden
Figures Young
Readers Edition The
Untold Tru story. This
adaptation brings the
extraordinary journeys
of Katherine Johnson,
Dorothy Vaughan, and
Mary Jackson to life for
younger audiences,


https://app.ardentx.com/

ensuring that their
contributions are never
forgotten.

This edition is more
than just a simplified
version of the original.
It is a carefully crafted
narrative that
maintains the depth
and drama of the real
events while making
them accessible to
readers aged eight to
twelve. The book strips
away some of the more
complex technical
jargon while preserving
the emotional weight
and historical
significance of the
story. It is a powerful
tool for education,
inspiration, and
fostering a deeper
understanding of the
Civil Rights era and the
Space Race.

WHO WERE THE
HIDDEN FIGURES?

Before diving into the
pages of the young

readers edition, it is
important to
understand the real
women at the heart of
the narrative. The story
centers on three
remarkable individuals
who worked at the

Langley Memorial
Aeronautical
Laboratory in

Hampton, Virginia.

Katherine
Johnson:
The
Human
Computer

Katherine Johnson
possessed a
mathematical mind
that was simply
extraordinary. She
calculated the
trajectories for some of
NASA's most critical
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missions, including '
Alan Shepard's first Afrlcan
American  spaceflight

and John Glenn's
historic orbit of Earth.

Glenn famously
refused to fly unless
Johnson personally

verified the computer's
numbers. Her story is a
central pillar of the
Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru account, showing
young readers how
intelligence and
perseverance can
overcome even the
most daunting
obstacles.

Dorothy
Vaughan:
The First

American
Superviso
,

Dorothy Vaughan was
a visionary leader.
Recognizing that
electronic computers
would eventually
replace human
calculators, she taught
herself and her team
the programming
language FORTRAN.
She became NASA's
first African American
supervisor, paving the
way for countless
others. Her story
highlights the
importance of adapting
to change and lifting
others as you climb.



Mary

powerful lesson in civic
courage and the
pursuit of dreams.

JacksogiyTrevouns

Breaki

the

Engin
ng Barrier

Mary Jackson dreamed
of becoming an
engineer, but she
faced segregated
schools and
discriminatory policies.
Undeterred, she
petitioned the city of
Hampton for
permission to take
graduate-level courses
at a white high school.
She won her case and
went on to become
NASA's first  African
American female
engineer. Her
determination is a

READERS EDITION
MATTERS

The decision to create
a young readers
edition of this vital

e@rlvas a significant

one. Children need
heroes who look like
them and come from
diverse backgrounds.
The Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru narrative provides
exactly that. It fills a
gap in children's
literature by presenting
a true story of scientific
achievement, racial
injustice, and female
empowerment all in
one compelling
package.

4 Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition 2023-03-08
The Untold Tru



Hidden Figures Young Readers Edition The
Untold Tru 5

Making

History
Accessibl

e

The original adult book
is dense with historical
detail and technical
explanations. The
young readers edition
carefully selects the
most engaging and
important moments. It
uses shorter
sentences, clear
explanations, and a
faster pacing that
keeps young minds
engaged without
feeling overwhelmed.
The core message
remains intact: these
women were brilliant,

determined, and
essential to the
success of the

American space

Inspiring
STEM
Interest

One of the most
powerful outcomes of
this book is its ability
to spark interest in
science, technology,
engineering, and
mathematics. When
children see real
people like Katherine
Johnson doing
incredible math, they
begin to see
themselves in those
roles. The Hidden
Figures Young
Readers Edition The
Untold Tru story is a
wonderful entry point
for discussions about
careers in STEM fields,
showing that these
paths are open to
everyone regardless of



race or gender.

THE HISTORICAL
CONTEXT:
SEGREGATION AND
THE SPACE RACE

To fully appreciate the
achievements of these
women, young readers
must understand the
world they lived in. The
book does an excellent
job of explaining the
harsh realities of Jim
Crow segregation
without becoming too
frightening or graphic
for younger audiences.

Life
Under Jim
Crow

The women worked in
a segregated facility.
They used separate
bathrooms, ate in
separate dining areas,
and were subjected to

constant slights and
indignities. The young
readers edition
presents these facts

honestly, helping
children understand
that the women

succeeded despite a
system designed to
hold them back. This
context makes their
achievements even
more remarkable.

The
Urgency
of the
Space
Race

Meanwhile, the United
States was locked in a
fierce competition with
the Soviet Union to
dominate space
exploration. Pressure
was immense. The
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country needed every
brilliant mind it could
find. This created a
unique opportunity for
the women of Langley.
The nation's need for
their mathematical
skills began to slowly
erode some of the
racial barriers they
faced. The book
brilliantly weaves these
two stories together,
showing how national
crisis can sometimes
accelerate social
change.

KEY THEMES IN
THE YOUNG
READERS EDITION

Several powerful
themes run throughout
the Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru narrative. These
themes resonate
deeply with young
readers and provide
excellent material for
classroom discussions

or family
conversations.

e Perseverance:
The women
faced constant
rejection and
doubt, yet they
never gave up.
They kept
pushing forward,
knowing their
work was too
important to
abandon.

e Teamwork:
While the story
focuses on three
individuals, it
also highlights
the larger group
of women who
worked together,
supported each
other, and
celebrated each
other's
successes.

e Courage: Mary
Jackson's legal
fight, Dorothy
Vaughan's
leadership, and



Katherine
Johnson's
confidence all
required
immense
personal courage
in the face of
societal
pressure.

¢ Intellectual
Curiosity: All
three women
loved learning.
They read
constantly, asked
guestions, and
sought out new
challenges. This
passion for
knowledge is a
wonderful model
for young
readers.

HOW THE BOOK
HANDLES
SENSITIVE TOPICS

One concern parents
and educators often
have is how children's
books handle topics
like racism and sexism.

The Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru text handles these
subjects with grace
and honesty. It does
not shy away from the
reality of
discrimination, but it
presents it in a way
that is appropriate for
the age group. The
focus is always on the
strength and resilience
of the women rather
than on graphic
depictions of cruelty.

The book emphasizes
that the women used
their intelligence and
excellent work to
slowly change minds.
This is a hopeful
message. It teaches
children that injustice
can be fought with
dignity, excellence,
and persistence. The
villains in the story are
not individuals but
rather unjust systems
and outdated ideas.
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EDUCATIONAL
VALUE AND
CLASSROOM USE

Teachers have
embraced this young
readers edition as a
valuable classroom
resource. It naturally
connects to multiple
subject areas including
history, mathematics,
science, and social
studies. The book
aligns well with STEM
education initiatives
and provides a strong
female-centered
narrative that is often
lacking in science
history.

Discussio
n
Questions

for Young
Readers

After reading the
Hidden Figures
Young Readers

Edition The Untold
Tru account, families
and classes can
explore several
engaging questions:

1. Why do you think
these women
were called
"hidden figures"?
What does that
term mean?

2. How did
Katherine
Johnson's
attitude help her
succeed when
others doubted
her abilities?

3. What does
Dorothy
Vaughan's
decision to learn
FORTRAN teach



us about the
future of work?

. Why was Mary
Jackson's legal
petition so
important, even
though she only
wanted to take a
class?

. How does
knowing this
story change the
way you think
about the Space
Race?

COMPARING THE
EDITIONS: ADULT
VS. YOUNG
READERS

For those who have
read the original adult
bestseller, the young
readers edition offers a
different but equally
valuable experience.
The Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru adaptation is not a
watered-down version.

10

It is a reimagining of
the story for a different
audience. The core
facts remain accurate,
but the presentation is
tailored for developing

reading skills.
The book includes
photographs, a

glossary of terms, and
a detailed timeline.
These features help
young readers place
the events in context
and understand
unfamiliar concepts.
The writing style is
more direct and uses

concrete examples
rather than abstract
analysis. Sentence

structures are simpler,
but the vocabulary is
not dumbed down. It
challenges young
readers to grow while
still being accessible.

THE LASTING
IMPACT OF THE
STORY
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The release of the
original book and the
subsequent movie
brought this long-
buried history to light.
The young readers
edition ensures that
this revelation is not a
passing moment but a
permanent part of
children's literature. A
generation of young
people will grow up
knowing the names
Katherine Johnson,
Dorothy Vaughan, and
Mary Jackson alongside
more famous figures
like Neil Armstrong and
John Glenn.

This is a powerful shift.
When children read the
Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru narrative, they
learn that history is
made not just by
astronauts and
presidents, but also by
brilliant
mathematicians

11

working behind the
scenes. They learn that
greatness can come
from anywhere and
anyone. They learn
that barriers are meant
to be broken.

CONCLUSION

The Hidden Figures
Young Readers
Edition The Untold
Tru story is a vital
addition to any child's
bookshelf. It is a
testament to human
intelligence, courage,
and the relentless
pursuit of excellence.
By bringing the stories
of Katherine Johnson,
Dorothy Vaughan, and
Mary Jackson to a
younger audience,
Margot Lee Shetterly
has ensured that these
heroes  will  finally
receive the recognition
they have always
deserved. This book
does more than teach
history. It inspires the



next generation of
scientists,

mathematicians, and
dreamers to reach for
the stars, no matter
what obstacles stand in
their way. For any
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young reader curious
about space, math, or
the power of
determination, this
book is an essential
and unforgettable
read.
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