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WHY YOU MIGHT STILL NEED TO
PRINT GOOGLE MAPS IN A
DIGITAL AGE

In  a  world  dominated by  smartphones
and GPS navigation, the idea of printing
a map might seem almost quaint. Yet,
there  are  countless  scenarios  where a
physical  map  is  not  just  helpful,  but
essential.  Perhaps  you  are  planning  a
hiking  trip  into  a  remote  area  with
unreliable  cell  service.  Maybe  you  are

organizing  a  large  road  rally  or  a
scavenger hunt for  a group of  friends.
You  could  be  a  teacher  preparing  a
geography  lesson,  or  someone  who
simply prefers the big-picture view that a
printed  sheet  provides  over  a  small
phone  screen.  Understanding  How To
Print Google Maps effectively can save
you from getting lost,  help you plan a
route without draining your battery, and
provide  a  re l iable  backup  when
technology fails. This guide will walk you
through every method, trick, and setting
to ensure you get the perfect printout
every time.
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GETTING STARTED: THE DESKTOP
METHOD FOR PRINTING GOOGLE
MAPS

The most straightforward way to get a
high-quality printout is by using Google
Maps on a desktop or laptop computer.
This method gives you the most control
over  the  area  you want  to  cover,  the
level  of  detail,  and  the  print  layout.
Before you begin, ensure your printer is
loaded with paper and has sufficient ink
or toner. A color printout is usually more
useful, as it clearly distinguishes parks,
water  bodies,  and  major  roads,  but  a
black-and-white  printout  can  work
perfectly  for  directions.

Step 1: Open
Google Maps and
Navigate to Your
Area
Start  by  opening  your  preferred  web
browser and going to Google Maps. You
do  not  need  to  sign  in  to  a  Google
account to print maps, though doing so
allows  you  to  save  and  access  your
recent searches. Use the search bar at
the top-left to enter the address, city, or
landmark  you  intend  to  map.  For
example,  if  you are planning a trip  to
downtown  Chicago,  s imply  type



How To Print Google Maps 3

3

"Downtown Chicago" and hit enter. The
map will zoom into that specific location.

Step 2: Adjust
the Map to Your
Liking
Once  the  map  has  focused  on  your
target area, take a moment to adjust the
view. You can zoom in and out using the
plus  (+)  and minus  (-)  buttons  in  the
bottom-right corner, or by scrolling with
your mouse. For most printing purposes,
you want a zoom level that shows the
necessary street names and landmarks
without being so zoomed in that you lose
the context of the surrounding area. You

can  also  click  and  drag  the  map  to
center it  exactly where you need it.  If
you  need  driving  directions,  click  the
"Directions"  button  and  enter  your
starting point. The map will draw a blue
route line, which will also print.

Step 3: Access
the Print Menu
This is the core of understanding How
To Print Google Maps. With your map
perfectly framed on the screen, look for
the  three  hor izonta l  l ines  ( the
hamburger menu) in the top-left corner
of  the screen,  next to the search bar.
Click on this menu. From the dropdown
list  that  appears,  select  "Print".
Alternatively, you can use the keyboard
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shortcut Ctrl+P (or Cmd+P on a Mac).
This  will  instantly  open your  browser's
standard print dialog box.

Step 4: Choose
Your Print
Settings
The print dialog box is where the magic
happens. You will see a preview of the
map  on  the  right  side  of  the  screen.
Before  you  click  the  final  print  button,
explore  the  options  on  the  left.  Most
browsers allow you to change the layout
from "Portrait" (vertical) to "Landscape"
(horizontal).  For  area maps covering a
wide  geographic  region,  landscape

orientation is almost always better. You
can also adjust the margins, scale, and
paper size. Google Maps itself may offer
a few additional options within the print
preview, such as "Include map legend"
or "Include page numbers," which can be
helpful for multi-page printouts.

Step 5: Preview
and Print
Look closely at the print preview. Does
the  map  cut  off  a  critical  street?  Is  the
font too small to read? If so, go back to
the Google Maps tab, adjust the zoom
level or re-center the map, and then try
printing  again.  Once  you  are  satisfied
with the preview, select your printer and
click the "Print" button.
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PRINTING GOOGLE MAPS FROM A
MOBILE DEVICE

While  the  desktop  method  offers  the
most  control,  you  might  find  yourself
needing  to  print  a  map  directly  from
your phone or tablet. Perhaps you are on
the go and need a quick reference for a
local address. The process for How To
Print Google Maps on mobile is slightly
different, but just as effective.

Using the Google
Maps App on

Android or iOS
Open  the  Google  Maps  app  on  your
smartphone.  Search  for  your  desired
location. Once the map is on the screen,
tap the image or name of the location at
the bottom of the screen to pull up the
location  details.  Unfortunately,  the
mobile app does not have a dedicated
"Print" button like the desktop version.
Instead,  you  will  need  to  use  your
phone's  built-in  screenshot  function  to
capture  the  map.  Once  you  have  the
screenshot saved to your photo gallery,
you can open that image and use your
phone's  "Share"  or  "Print"  feature  to
send it  to  a  wireless  printer,  provided
your printer  is  connected to the same
Wi-Fi network as your phone. For a more
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detailed printout, you can zoom in on the
map  before  taking  the  screenshot,
taking multiple screenshots if necessary.

Requesting a
Desktop Version
on Mobile
If you need a full-featured printout from
your  mobile  device  without  taking  a
screenshot, you can access the desktop
version  of  Google  Maps  through  your
mobile  browser.  Open  your  mobile
browser  (like  Chrome  or  Safari)  and
navigate to the Google Maps website. In
your browser settings, look for an option
that  says  "Desktop  Site"  or  "Request

Desktop Website."  The mobile  browser
will then load the full desktop version of
Google  Maps,  which  is  much  more
zoomed out  and  detailed.  From there,
you can follow the same steps as the
desktop method: zoom, center, and then
use the browser's  print  option (usually
found in the share menu) to access a
print  dialog  with  layout  and  scaling
options.

ADVANCED TIPS FOR
PERFECTING YOUR PRINTED MAP

Simply knowing how to open the print
dialog is only half the battle. To get a
truly useful printout, you need to apply a
few professional-level tweaks. These tips
will  ensure  your  printed  map is  clear,
accurate,  and  easy  to  read  in  any
situation.
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Choosing the
Right Map Layer
Google  Maps  offers  several  different
view modes. By default,  you are likely
using the "Map" view. However, consider
switching to the "Satellite" view if  you
are navigating by landmarks like lakes,
forests,  or  distinctive  building  shapes.
The "Terrain" view is excellent for hikers,
as it shows elevation contours. To switch
layers, hover over the "Layers" button in
the  bottom-left  corner  of  the  desktop
screen. For print purposes, the standard
"Map" view with street names is usually
the  clearest  and  most  readable  when
printed in black and white.

Customizing Your
Route for
Printing
When printing driving directions, Google
Maps often includes a list of turn-by-turn
instructions on the left side of the page.
This list will  print alongside the map if
you select  the  "Print"  option  from the
hamburger menu. You can print just the
list,  just  the  map,  or  both.  I  highly
recommend printing the list of directions
separately, as it can be much easier to
read  than  squinting  at  small  street
names on a printed map. To maximize
space, you can also drag the route line
to  avoid  highways  or  include  specific



8

8 How To Print Google Maps 2023-06-15

stops, making the printed map far more
accurate for your specific trip.

Managing Map
Detail and Scale
One common frustration when printing
Google Maps is that the map either has
too much clutter (too many road names)
or not enough detail.  You can manage
this by adjusting the zoom level before
printing.  If  you  zoom  in  too  far,  you
might only see the block you are on. If
you  zoom  out  too  far,  street  names
disappear.  The  sweet  spot  is  usually
around  zoom  level  15  or  16  for  city
streets.  You  can  also  try  turning  off
certain  features  in  the  "Map  details"
section  of  the  print  dialog,  such  as

"Traffic"  or  "Transit,"  to  simplify  the
visual layout and make the printed map
cleaner.

Printing Large
Maps Across
Multiple Pages
What if your route covers a very large
area,  like  a  cross-state  road trip?  You
can instruct the print dialog to scale the
map  to  fit  multiple  pages.  Look  for  an
option  in  the  printer  settings  called
"Poster printing" or "Tile printing." When
enabled, the printer will  print the map
across  several  sheets  of  paper,  which
you can then tape together to form a
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large, detailed poster-sized map. This is
a fantastic solution for trip planning or
for creating a physical display.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
PRINTING ISSUES

Even  with  the  best  preparat ion,
technology can be unpredictable. If your
map  is  not  printing  correctly,  do  not
panic. Here are the most common issues
and how to fix them when you are trying
to  understand  How To Print  Google
Maps.

Map is Cutting

Off or Cropping
the Area I Need
This is the number one complaint. The
most  l ikely  cause  is  that  the  map
preview does not match the aspect ratio
of  your paper.  If  your map is  tall  and
narrow,  try  switching  from  Portrait  to
Landscape  orientation  in  the  print
settings.  If  it  is  still  cutting  off,  go  back
to Google Maps and zoom out slightly so
the desired area is well within the center
of the screen. Alternatively, you can try
reducing the margins in the print dialog
to give the map more room to fit.
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Text and Street
Names Are Too

Small to Read
If  the printed map looks like a blur of
lines, you need to zoom in on the map
before  printing.  A  common  mistake  is
printing an overview map of a whole city
when you only need a few blocks. Zoom
in  until  the  street  names  are  clearly
legible on your screen. If you are printing
directions,  the  turn-by-turn  list  usually
has larger, more readable text. Consider
printing only the list if the visual map is
too detailed.

The Map Prints in
Black and White
and is
Unreadable
Google Maps relies heavily on color to
differentiate  between  highways
(orange), major roads (yellow), and local
streets  (white).  When  printed  in
grayscale,  these  shades  can  blend
together.  If  you have to print  in black
and white, increase the contrast on your
printer  settings  (if  available)  or  switch
the  map  view  to  "Simple"  or  "Light"
mode  before  printing.  For  the  best



How To Print Google Maps 11

11

results,  always  try  to  print  in  color.

Printer Not
Responding or
Print Preview is
Blank
This is usually a browser or connectivity
issue.  First,  make sure  your  printer  is
turned on and connected to the same
Wi-Fi  network  as  your  computer.  Try
refreshing  the  Google  Maps  page  and
opening  the  print  dialog  again.  If  the
preview  is  sti l l  blank,  try  using  a
different  web  browser  (like  Firefox  or
Edge)  to  access  Goog le  Maps .

Sometimes  browser  extensions  or  ad-
blockers  can  interfere  with  the  print
function.

ALTERNATIVES TO PRINTING
GOOGLE MAPS DIRECTLY

Sometimes, the standard print function
does not give you the exact result you
are  looking for.  In  these cases,  a  few
alternative  methods  can  save  the  day
and expand your  options  for  How To
Print Google Maps.

Taking a
Screenshot and
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Editing It
This  is  a  fantastic  workaround for  any
cropping  issues.  Instead  of  using  the
built-in  print  function,  simply  take  a
screenshot of the map on your screen
(use the Snipping Tool  on Windows or
Command+Shift+4  on  Mac).  You  can
then paste this screenshot into a Word
document,  a Google Doc, or an image
editor  like  Photoshop  or  Paint.  From
there,  you  can  crop  it,  add  text  or
arrows,  and  resize  it  to  fit  your  specific
paper  size  perfectly.  This  gives  you
immense  creative  control  over  the  final
product.

Using Google
Earth for High-
Resolution Prints
If  you  need  a  truly  professional-grade
map  printout,  consider  using  Google
Earth (the desktop application) instead
of Google Maps. Google Earth allows you
to  adjust  the  resolution,  save  high-
resolution  images,  and  even  add
placemarks  and  labels  that  will  print
clearly.  You can save a high-resolution
image file (PNG or JPG) and then print it
using any software you like. This is the
best option for teachers, researchers, or
travelers who need a very high-quality
map.
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Exporting as a
PDF

Many  print  dialogs  offer  the  option  to
"Save as PDF" instead of sending the job
directly to a printer.


