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UNLOCKING THE
DOOR TO KOREAN:
A DEEP DIVE INTO
TALK TO ME IN
KOREAN LEVEL 1

Embark ing  on  the
journey to learn a new
l a n g u a g e  i s  b o t h
exciting and daunting.
For  countless  learners
around  the  g lobe,
Korean has  become a
language  of  immense
interest, driven by the
global  wave  of  K-pop,
K-dramas,  and  Korean
culture.  However,  the
first  hurdle—finding  a
reliable,  structured,

and  engaging  entry
point—can be the most
challenging.  This  is
where Talk To Me In
Korean  Level  1  has
established itself  as  a
true  game-changer.  It
i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a
textbook  or  a  set  of
audio  lessons;  it  is  a
thoughtfully  designed
g a t e w a y  t h a t
demystifies  the  Korean
language  for  absolute
beginners.  This  article
w i l l  exp lo re  what
makes this resource so
effective, what you can
expect  to  learn,  and
how it can set a solid
foundation  for  your
Ko rean  l anguage
journey, while naturally
integrating key insights
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about the Talk To Me
In  Korean  Level  1
curriculum.

WHAT IS TALK TO
ME IN KOREAN
LEVEL 1?

Before  diving  into  the
specifics,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
context. Talk To Me In
Korean  (TTMIK)  is  a
r e n o w n e d  o n l i n e
language  learning
p lat form  that  has
grown  from  a  small
p o d c a s t  i n t o  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
educational ecosystem.
The  Talk  To  Me  In
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
course  is  the  very  first
step in their structured
c u r r i c u l u m .  I t  i s
designed for  complete
beginners who have no
prior knowledge of the
Korean  language.  The
primary  goal  of  this
level  is  not  to  make
you  fluent  overnight,

but  to  build  a  robust
foundation  in  basic
grammar,  essential
v o c a b u l a r y ,  a n d
sentence structure,  all
while  nurturing  your
confidence  to  speak.
Unlike many traditional
language courses  that
s t a r t  w i t h  r i g i d
grammar  rules  and
rote  memorization,
T T M I K  t a k e s  a
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l
a p p r o a c h .  T h e
philosophy  is  simple:
you learn by listening,
r e p e a t i n g ,  a n d
understanding  how
sentences are naturally
formed.  The  Talk  To
Me In Korean Level 1
material  is  delivered
through a combination
of downloadable audio
l e s s o n s ,  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
t e x t b o o k ,  a n d  a
workbook.  This  multi-
f o r m a t  a p p r o a c h
ensures  that  different
l e a r n i n g
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s t y l e s — a u d i t o r y ,
v i s u a l ,  a n d
kinesthetic—are  all
catered  to  effectively.

CORE
COMPONENTS OF
THE LEVEL 1
CURRICULUM

When  you  open  the
T a l k  T o  M e  I n
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
textbook  or  start  the
first  audio  lesson,  you
are immediately struck
by  its  simplicity.  The
lessons  are  short ,
typically around ten to
fifteen  minutes,  and
they  focus  on  one  or
two  key  g rammar
points  at  a  time.  This
prevents  information
overload and allows for
deep, focused learning.
Let's  break  down  the
core  components  that
make  this  level  so
effective.

Foundatio
nal
Grammar
Points
The backbone of Level
1  i s  i t s  c a r e f u l
introduction to  Korean
grammar. You will start
with  the  most  basic
sentence  structure:
Subject-Object-Verb
( S O V ) ,  w h i c h  i s
fundamentally different
f rom  Engl i sh .  The
course  systematically
introduces  particles
l i k e  이 / 가  ( s u b j e c t
marke rs )  and  을 /를
(object  markers),  as
w e l l  a s  t h e  t o p i c
particle  은/는 .  While
p a r t i c l e s  c a n  b e
i n t i m i d a t i n g  f o r
beginners, the Talk To
Me In Korean Level 1
method explains them
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in a friendly,  relatable
way, often using humor
and real-life examples.
By the end of the level,
you will be able to form
simple  yet  complete
sentences  such  as,  "I
eat rice" (저는 밥을 먹어요) or
"It is fun" (재미있어요).

Essential
Vocabular
y and
Honorifics
Vocabulary  in  Level  1
is carefully selected to
be immediately useful.
You  will  learn  words
related  to  daily  life:
food,  family,  places,
a c t i o n s ,  a n d
descr ipt ive  verbs
(ad jec t ives ) .  The
course also introduces
the  concept  of  polite
language  (존댓말)  right
f rom  the  s ta r t .  I n

Korean, how you speak
to  someone  depends
on  your  relationship
with them. Talk To Me
In  Korean  Level  1
f o c u s e s  o n  t h e
standard polite ending
-요, which is safe to use
in almost all situations.
Th i s  i s  a  b r i l l i an t
pedagogical  decision,
as it allows you to be
respectful  while  you
learn,  without  diving
too  ear ly  in to  the
complex  layers  of
formal  and  informal
speech.

Practical
Sentence
Building
Each lesson in the Talk
To  Me  In  Korean
Level  1  series  builds
on  the  previous  one.
Y o u  a r e  n o t  j u s t
memorizing  isolated
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words; you are learning
h o w  t o  p u t  t h e m
together. For example,
after learning the verb
"to  do"  (하다),  you  will
quickly  learn  how  to
make phrases  like  "to
study" (공부하다) and then
sentences like "I study
Korean"  (저는  한국어를  공부해
요 ) .  T h i s  r a p i d
progress ion  f rom
vocabulary to practical
sentence  construction
is highly motivating. It
gives you the feeling of
real progress after just
a few lessons.

WHY LEARNERS
CHOOSE TALK TO
ME IN KOREAN
LEVEL 1

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
resources  for  learning
Korean,  but  few  have
a c h i e v e d  t h e
widespread acclaim of
TTMIK.  Several  unique
features  explain  why
T a l k  T o  M e  I n
Korean  Level  1  is

o f t e n  t h e  t o p
recommendation  for
beginners.

Accessibil
ity and
Flexibility
One  of  the  greatest
barriers  to  language
learning  is  rigidity.
Traditional  classes
require  a  fixed
schedule and location.
TTM IK  i s  en t i r e l y
flexible.  You  can  listen
to  the  audio  lessons
during  your  commute,
while doing chores, or
during a workout.  The
textbook and workbook
can be studied at your
o w n  p a c e .  T h i s
flexibility makes it easy
to  integrate  language
learning  into  a  busy
lifestyle.  The  Talk  To
Me In Korean Level 1
audio lessons are also
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ava i lab le  for  f ree
online,  making  the
resource  incredibly
accessible  to  learners
worldwide,  regardless
of  budget.

Engaging
and
Friendly
Tone
Language learning can
be stressful, but TTMIK
fights this with a warm,
encouraging, and often
humorous  tone.  The
hosts  of  the  audio
lessons  speak  in  a
natural,  conversational
style.  They  explain
mistakes that  learners
commonly  make,  and
they reassure you that
i t  i s  o k a y  t o  b e
imperfect.  This human
touch  is  invaluable.
When  you  study  Talk

To  Me  In  Korean
Level  1,  it  feels  like
you are learning from a
friend  rather  than  a
distant instructor.  This
emotional  connection
significantly  boosts
motivation and reduces
the  fear  of  making
errors.

Systemati
c Review
and
Repetitio
n
The  cur r i cu lum  is
designed with a spiral
learning approach. Key
concepts  are  revisited
in  later  lessons,  often
in  a  slightly  different
context. This repetition
is  crucial  for  moving
information from short-
term  to  long-term
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m e m o r y .  T h e
a c c o m p a n y i n g
workbook  provides
a m p l e  p r a c t i c e
exercises,  including
translation tasks, fill-in-
t h e - b l a n k s ,  a n d
l i s t e n i n g
comprehension  drills.
Using the Talk To Me
In  Korean  Level  1
workbook  alongside
the textbook and audio
ensures  that  you  are
not  merely  a  passive
listener  but  an  active
participant  in  your
learning.

WHAT YOU WILL
MASTER AFTER
COMPLETING THIS
LEVEL

By  the  time  you  finish
the entire Talk To Me
In  Korean  Level  1
course,  you  will  have
achieved  a  concrete
and  measurable  level
of  proficiency.  You  will
not  be  fluent,  but  you
will  have  a  solid  A1

( b e g i n n e r )  l e v e l
f o u n d a t i o n .
Specifically,  you  can
e x p e c t  t o  h a v e
mastered the following:

Reading and
Writing
Hangul: The
course assumes
you have learned
the Korean
alphabet. If you
haven't, TTMIK
provides
separate free
resources for
this. Level 1 then
uses Hangul
exclusively,
reinforcing your
reading skills.
Basic Sentence
Structure: You
will understand
and be able to
use the SOV
sentence
structure fluently
in simple
contexts.
Present Tense
Conjugation:
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You will learn
how to conjugate
verbs and
adjectives into
the present
tense polite form
(해요체).
Essential
Particles: You
will have a
working
knowledge of 이/가,
은/는, 을/를, 에, and 에
서.
Common Verbs
and Adjectives:
You will know
over 100 core
words and
expressions,
enabling you to
talk about your
daily routine,
likes and dislikes,
and simple
descriptions.
Asking and
Answering
Basic
Questions: You
will be able to
form simple who,

what, where,
when, and why
questions and
give appropriate
answers.
Using
Numbers: You
will learn both
native Korean
numbers and
Sino-Korean
numbers (at
least for counting
and telling time).

T h i s  s k i l l  s e t  i s
incredibly empowering.
It  allows  you  to  start
understanding  simple
K-pop  lyrics,  basic
dialogues in K-dramas,
and  even  hold  very
simple  conversations
with  native  speakers.
The  Talk  To  Me  In
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
course  is  designed  to
take you from absolute
zero  to  a  confident
beginner,  ready  to
tackle  more  complex
grammar  in  Level  2.



Talk To Me In Korean Level 1 9

9

HOW TO GET THE
MOST OUT OF THIS
RESOURCE

To  maximize  your
learning efficiency with
T a l k  T o  M e  I n
Korean  Leve l  1 ,
consider  adopting  a
s t ruc tu red  s tudy
r o u t i n e .  S i m p l y
listening  to  the  audio
lessons  passively  will
h e l p ,  b u t  a c t i v e
engagement  is  far
more  effective.

Listen
and
Repeat
Aloud
During  each  audio
lesson ,  the  hos ts
encourage  you  to
repeat phrases. Do not
s k i p  t h i s  s t e p .
Speak ing  a loud  is

e s s e n t i a l  f o r
developing  correct
pronunciat ion  and
intonat ion.  I t  a lso
engages  your  motor
memory,  making  the
language  feel  more
physical  and real.  The
T a l k  T o  M e  I n
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
lessons  are  perfectly
paced  for  this,  with
c l e a r  p a u s e s  f o r
repetit ion.

Use the
Workbook
Diligently
The  workbook  is  not
optional; it is a critical
component  o f  the
course. It forces you to
actively  produce  the
language .  Do  the
writ ing  exercises,
translation  tasks,  and
l istening  quizzes.
W r i t i n g  b y  h a n d
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reinforces  learning.  If
you  make  a  mistake,
review  the  relevant
lesson.  The  workbook
for  Talk  To  Me  In
Korean  Level  1  is
s t r u c t u r e d  t o
c o m p l e m e n t  t h e
textbook  lesson  by
lesson, making it easy
to track your progress.

Teach
Someone
Else
One of  the best  ways
t o  s o l i d i f y  y o u r
understanding  is  to
explain  a  concept  to
another  person.  Try
teach ing  a  fami ly
member  or  a  friend
what  you  learned  in
your latest lesson. This
forces you to organize
your  thoughts  and
identify  any  gaps  in
your  understanding.  If

you  explain  how  to
conjugate a verb using
the  Talk  To  Me  In
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
m e t h o d ,  y o u  w i l l
remember  i t  much
more  deeply.

Immerse
Yourself
Outside
the
Course
O n c e  y o u  h a v e
c o m p l e t e d  a  f e w
lessons,  start  looking
f o r  r e a l - w o r l d
applications.  Listen  to
s i m p l e  K o r e a n
children's songs, watch
beginner-level YouTube
videos, or change your
phone's  language  to
Korean.  You  will  be
surprised at how much
of the Talk To Me In
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K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
grammar  you  can
recognize.  This  real-
world reinforcement is
incredibly  motivating
and  shows  you  the
practical value of your
studies.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

While Talk To Me In
Korean  Level  1  is
exceptionally beginner-
friendly,  learners  still
face challenges.  Being
aware  of  these  can
help  you  navigate
them  successfully.
Particle  Confusion:
Particles are one of the
most alien concepts for
English  speakers.  It  is
common to mix up 이/가
and  은/는.  The  key  is
patience and exposure.
D o  n o t  e x p e c t  t o
master  them perfectly

in Level  1.  The TTMIK
course introduces them
gradually,  and  more
nuanced  explanations
come  in  later  levels.
For  now,  focus  on
understanding  the
basic  difference.
P r o n u n c i a t i o n
Nuances:  Korean  has
sounds  that  do  not
exist  in  English,  such
a s  t h e  t e n s e
consonants (ㄲ, ㄸ, ㅃ, ㅆ,
ㅉ)  and  the  distinction
b e t w e e n  ㅓ  a n d  ㅗ .
Listen carefully  to  the
audio in Talk To Me In
Korean  Level  1  and
mimic  the  hosts  as
closely  as  possible.
Recording yourself and
comparing  can  be  a
helpful technique.
Consistency:  The
biggest  challenge  for
any language learner is
m a i n t a i n i n g
cons i s tency .  The
beauty of Talk To Me
In Korean Level 1  is
that  the  lessons  are
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short .  Aim  for  just
15-20 minutes of study
each day.  Consistency
beats  intensity.  It  is
better to study a little
every day than to cram
for hours once a week.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR FIRST STEP
TO KOREAN
FLUENCY

Choosing  the  right
learning resource is the
most critical decision a
beginner  can  make,
and  Talk  To  Me  In
K o r e a n  L e v e l  1
consistently  proves  to
be an excellent choice.
It  is  more than just  a
c o u r s e ;  i t  i s  a
supportive  companion
on what can otherwise
be  a  lonely  learning
j o u r n e y .  I t s

conversational  focus,
fr iendly  tone,  and
systematic  structure
make the initial stages
of learning Korean feel
m a n a g e a b l e ,
e n j o y a b l e ,  a n d
rewarding. By the time
you  finish  this  level,
y o u  w i l l  n o t  o n l y
possess  basic  Korean
ski l l s  but  a lso  the
confidence to continue.
You  will  have  a  clear
understanding  of  how
the  language  works
and a solid foundation
for  building  fluency.  If
you are ready to start
your  Korean  learning
adven tu re  w i th  a
resource  that  truly
delivers,  the  Talk  To
Me In Korean Level 1
is  the  ideal  place  to
begin. It is the key


