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INTRODUCTION: A
TIMELESS SOURCE
OF DAILY
SPIRITUAL
NOURISHMENT

In  a  fast-paced  world
that often leaves little
r o o m  f o r  q u i e t
reflection,  millions  of
people  around  the
globe turn to a simple,
y e t  p r o f o u n d ,
companion  for  their
spiritual  journey:  Our
Dai ly  Bread  Rbc
Ministries.  For  over
eight  decades,  this
ministry  has  provided
biblical encouragement

and  practical  wisdom
through  its  flagship
devotional,  Our  Daily
Bread.  What began as
a  printed  booklet  in
1938 has grown into a
global  movement  that
r e a c h e s  a c r o s s
cultures,  languages,
and  generations.  This
article  explores  the
h i s to ry ,  m iss ion ,
content,  and  lasting
impact  of  Our  Daily
Bread  Rbc  Ministries,
offering  a
comprehensive look at
how a small devotional
grew  into  a  trusted
resource  for  dai ly
Christian  l iving.
Whether  you  are  a
l i fe long  reader  or
someone  discovering

https://app.ardentx.com/


2

2 Our Daily Bread Rbc Ministries 2024-03-25

the  ministry  for  the
first  time,
understanding  the
depth  and  breadth  of
Our Daily Bread Rbc
Ministries  reveals
w h y  i t s  m e s s a g e
continues to  resonate.
This is not just a daily
r e a d i n g ;  i t  i s  a n
invitation  to  pause,
reflect,  and  connect
w i th  God  th rough
Scripture,  story,  and
prayer. In the sections
that  follow,  we  will
unpack the origins, the
editorial  philosophy,
t h e  d i g i t a l
transformation,  and
the  global  outreach
that  define  this
beloved  ministry.

THE FOUNDING
STORY: FROM ONE
MAN’S VISION TO
A WORLDWIDE
MINISTRY

The story of Our Daily
Bread  Rbc  Ministries
begins  with  Dr.  M.R.

DeHaan,  a  physician
turned pastor and Bible
t e a c h e r .  I n  t h e
mid-1930s,  DeHaan
felt  a  deep burden to
make  biblical  truth
accessible  to  ordinary
peop le .  He  began
broadcasting  a  radio
program  called  Radio
Bible  Class  in  1938
from Detroit, Michigan.
The program aimed to
teach  Scripture  in  a
c l e a r ,  p r a c t i c a l
m a n n e r ,  w i t h o u t
theological  jargon.
Soon  after,  listeners
began  request ing
printed  materials  to
c o m p l e m e n t  t h e
broadcasts. This led to
the  first  edition  of  Our
Daily  Bread,  a  small
booklet  containing  a
daily  devotional,  a
Scripture  passage,  a
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
story, and a prayer.
T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s
s i m p l e  y e t
revolutionary:  meet
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people where they are,
provide  spiritual  food
for the day, and point
them  to  Jesus  Christ.
The  ministry  formally
incorporated  as  Radio
B ib le  C lass ,  la ter
expanding its name to
Our Daily Bread Rbc
Ministries  to  reflect
the central role of the
devotional.  Over  the
years, the organization
remained committed to
its  founding  principle:
sharing  the  timeless
truths of the Bible in a
way  that  speaks  to
contemporary  l i fe.
Today,  the  ministry  is
l e d  b y  a  t e a m  o f
editors,  writers,  and
miss ionar ies  who
continue Dr.  DeHaan’s
l e g a c y .  T h e
headquarters in Grand
Rapids,  Michigan,
serves as  the hub for
content  creat ion ,
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  a n d
distribution.  Yet,  the
heart  of  the  ministry

remains  the  same—a
daily  encounter  with
God through His Word.

WHAT MAKES OUR
DAILY BREAD
UNIQUE?

W i t h  c o u n t l e s s
devotional  resources
available,  what  sets
Our Daily Bread Rbc
Ministries  apart?
S e v e r a l  k e y
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s
enduring  appeal:

Bible-Centered
Content: Each
devotional
begins with a
Scripture verse
or passage. The
writers focus on
explaining the
text in its
context, then
applying it to
everyday
situations. The
goal is not
merely
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inspiration but
transformation
grounded in
biblical truth.
Relatable
Stories: The
devotionals often
open with a brief
anecdote or
illustration—from
nature, history,
personal
experience, or
current events.
These stories
capture attention
and create a
bridge to the
spiritual lesson.
Brevity and
Accessibility:
Most readings
take only two to
three minutes to
read. The
language is
simple, avoiding
complex
theology. This
makes the
content suitable
for new

believers,
seasoned
Christians, and
even those
exploring faith.
Global
Perspective:
Writers come
from diverse
backgrounds.
The ministry
intentionally
includes voices
from different
cultures,
ensuring that the
devotionals
reflect the
universal body of
Christ.
No Commercial
Interruption:
Our Daily Bread
is offered free of
charge,
supported by
donations. There
are no
advertisements,
no product
placements—onl
y the message of
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hope in Christ.

THE DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION
: REACHING NEW
AUDIENCES

Whi le  the  pr in ted
b o o k l e t  r e m a i n s
popular,  Our  Daily
Bread Rbc Ministries
has  embraced  digital
platforms to extend its
reach.  The  official
w e b s i t e
(ourdai lybread.org)
offers  the  daily
devotional  in  multiple
formats:  text,  audio,
and  video.  Users  can
subscribe  to  email
newsletters,  download
the  mobi le  app,  or
follow the  ministry  on
social  media.  This
omnichannel  approach
h a s  b e e n  v i t a l  i n
engaging  younger
g e n e r a t i o n s  w h o
consume  content  on
their  smartphones.
The  audio  version,

n a r r a t e d  b y
professional  voice
artists,  allows  people
t o  l i s t e n  w h i l e
commuting, exercising,
or  doing  chores.  The
video series, often shot
in  scenic  locations,
a d d s  a  v i s u a l
dimension  that  brings
t h e  d e v o t i o n a l
m e s s a g e  t o  l i f e .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
ministry  produces  a
variety  of  podcasts,
Bible  reading  plans,
and  short  films  that
explore deeper themes
such  as  suffering,
forgiveness,  and  hope.
One  notable  digital
initiative  is  the  “Our
Daily  Bread  For  Kids”
app,  which  features
animated  stor ies ,
interactive games, and
a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e
devot iona ls .  Th is
resource helps parents
a n d  e d u c a t o r s
introduce  children  to
biblical  principles  in  a
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fun and engaging way.

CONTENT
STRUCTURE: WHAT
TO EXPECT IN A
TYPICAL READING

The  structure  of  Our
Dai ly  Bread  Rbc
Ministries devotionals
is  consistent,  which
provides  a  sense  of
familiarity  for  regular
readers.  Each  day’s
entry  fo l lows  th is
general  pattern:

Heading: A title1.
that captures the
main theme
(e.g., “The
Potter’s Hands”
or “Walking on
Water”).
Key Verse: A2.
Bible verse
printed at the
start, often from
the NIV or
another widely
used translation.
Reading3.
Passage: A few

verses from the
Bible that the
devotional
explores. This
encourages
readers to open
their Bibles or
check the
passage online.
Devotional4.
Text:
Approximately
250–400 words.
The writer
weaves together
a story, an
observation, and
an application.
The tone is
conversational,
personal, and
gentle.
Prayer: A short5.
prayer that
models how to
respond to the
lesson.
Sometimes it is
written as a
direct
conversation
with God.
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Reflection6.
Question or
“Think”
Statement: A
prompt that
encourages
personal
application. For
example, “In
what area of
your life do you
need to trust
God’s guidance
today?”

This  format  ensures
that  readers  engage
with  Scripture,  reflect
on  its  meaning,  and
take a practical step of
faith.  The  content  is
reviewed by a team of
ed i to rs  to  ensure
doctrinal accuracy and
sensitivity  to  diverse
readers.

GLOBAL IMPACT:
TRANSLATIONS
AND CULTURAL
ADAPTATION

Our Daily Bread Rbc

Min ist r ies  has  a
p r o f o u n d  g l o b a l
f o o t p r i n t .  T h e
devotional  is  currently
available  in  over  50
languages,  including
Spanish,  Chinese,
A r a b i c ,  R u s s i a n ,
French,  Hindi,  and
Swahili.  Translation
partners  around  the
w o r l d  a d a p t  t h e
content  to  fit  local
cultural contexts while
preserving  the  core
biblical  message.  In
some  regions,  the
p r i n t e d  b o o k l e t
remains  the  primary
means  of  distribution
because  of  l imited
internet  access.
The  min is t ry  a l so
operates  regional
offices  in  countries
such  as  Ind ia ,  the
Philippines,  Nigeria,
and  Braz i l .  These
offices  produce
localized content, train
writers, and coordinate
distribution  through
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churches,  prisons,
hospitals, and schools.
For  instance,  in  India,
the  devo t i ona l  i s
distributed  in  multiple
regional  languages,
reaching  both  urban
professionals and rural
villagers.  In  parts  of
A f r i c a ,  a u d i o
d e v o t i o n a l s  a r e
broadcast  on  local
r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,
overcoming  literacy
barriers.
Humanitarian  efforts
are  also  part  of  the
ministry’s global work.
Through the “Our Daily
B r e a d  M i n i s t r i e s
Disaster  Response”
p r o g r a m ,  t h e
organization  provides
p h y s i c a l  r e l i e f
alongside  spiritual
care.  After  natural
d i sas te r s ,  t eams
d is t r ibute  mea ls ,
water,  and  hygiene
kits,  accompanied  by
devotional  booklets
and  Bibles.

COMMUNITY AND
DISCIPLESHIP
RESOURCES

Be yond  the  da i l y
devotional,  Our  Daily
Bread Rbc Ministries
offers  a  wealth  of
resources  for  spiritual
growth and community
b u i l d i n g .  T h e s e
include:

Bible Study
Guides: Topical
and book-based
studies that can
be used
individually or in
small groups.
Examples include
studies on the
Psalms, the life
of Jesus, and the
fruit of the Spirit.
Discovery
Series
Booklets:
Concise,
readable
explanations of
Christian
doctrines, such
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as salvation, the
Trinity, and end-
times.
Youth and
Children’s
Materials:
Activity books,
lesson plans, and
videos designed
for Sunday
school and family
devotions.
Training
Programs:
Online courses
and workshops
for aspiring
writers, teachers,
and church
leaders. The
ministry invests
in raising up local
content creators
in different
nations.
Podcasts and
Webinars:
Deeper dives into
topics like
prayer, grief,
marriage, and
leadership.

T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s
complement  the  daily
devotional,  helping
users  go  deeper  into
their  faith  journey.
T h e y  a l s o  e q u i p
pastors and lay leaders
with tools for teaching
and discipleship.

THE ROLE OF
PRAYER AND
GIVING

As  a  donor-supported
ministry,  Our  Daily
Bread Rbc Ministries
relies on the generosity
o f  r e a d e r s  a n d
l i s t e n e r s .  T h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n
emphasizes  that  all
materials  are  offered
w i t h o u t  c h a r g e ,
trusting God to provide
through  voluntary
contributions.  The
ministry’s commitment
to  financial
t ransparency  has
earned the trust of its
supporters.  Annual
reports  and  audited
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financial  statements
are  available  on  the
website.
P r a y e r  i s  t h e
foundation  of  every
endeavor. The ministry
inv i tes  readers  to
submit prayer requests
a n d  j o i n  a  g l o b a l
prayer  community.
Staff  and  volunteers
intercede  for  specific
needs,  from  personal
crises to global events.
Th i s  emphas i s  on
p r a y e r  r e m i n d s
everyone  that  the
ultimate source of daily
bread is God Himself.

ADDRESSING
COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS

Some  people  assume
that Our Daily Bread
Rbc  Ministries  is
affiliated  with  a
p a r t i c u l a r
d e n o m i n a t i o n  o r
political  movement.  In
reality,  the ministry is

intent ional ly  non-
denominational.  While
rooted  in  evangelical
Christian theology, the
devot ionals  avoid
divisive  topics  and
strive to unite believers
around the core truths
o f  t h e  f a i t h :  t h e
authority  of  Scripture,
salvation through Jesus
C h r i s t ,  a n d  t h e
importance  of  loving
God  and  neighbor.
Another misconception
is  that  the  content  is
only  for  older  adults.
While  the  devotional
has  a  loyal  following
among  seniors,  the
ministry  has  made
concerted  efforts  to
a t t r a c t  y o u n g e r
r e a d e r s  t h r o u g h
m o d e r n  d e s i g n ,
contemporary  stories,
and  digital  platforms.
The  “Our  Daily  Bread
fo r  You th”  se r i es
features  testimonials
from  teenagers  and
young  adults  dealing
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w i t h  i s s u e s  l i k e
anxiety, peer pressure,
and identity.

HOW TO GET THE
MOST OUT OF
YOUR DAILY
READING

To  truly  benefit  from
Our Daily Bread Rbc
Ministries,  consider
integrat ing  these
practices:

Set a1.
Consistent
Time: Choose a
time—morning,
lunch break, or
evening—and
stick to it.
Routines build
habits.
Read the Bible2.
Passage First:
Open your Bible
or app and read
the full chapter
or passage
referenced. This
gives context.
Journal Your3.

Thoughts: Write
down one insight
or action step.
Over time, you
will see patterns
of growth.
Pray the4.
Prayer:
Personalize the
prayer at the end
of the devotional.
Add your own
concerns.
Share with5.
Others: Discuss
what you learned
with a friend,
spouse, or small
group. This
reinforces the
message.
Explore6.
Additional
Resources: If a
topic resonates,
use the
ministry’s Bible
studies or series
to go deeper.

CONCLUSION: A
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LEGACY OF
FAITHFUL SERVICE

Fo r  more  t han  85
years ,  Our  Dai ly
Bread Rbc Ministries
has  fulfilled  its  mission
to  make  God’s  Word
accessible to everyday
people.  From  humble
radio  broadcasts  to  a
global digital presence,
t h e  m i n i s t r y  h a s
adapted  to  changing
t i m e s  w i t h o u t
compromis ing  i t s
biblical foundation. The
d a i l y  d e v o t i o n a l
remains  a  t rusted
c o m p a n i o n  f o r
millions—a quiet voice
that  speaks  truth,
offers  hope,  and draws

hearts  closer  to  the
Savior.
Whether you read the
printed  booklet,  listen
on  your  phone,  o r
watch  a  short  video,
the  message  is  the
same:  God’s  mercies
a r e  n e w  e v e r y
morning, and His grace
is  sufficient  for  each
day. The legacy of M.R.
DeHaan  l i ves  on ,
i n v i t i n g  e a c h
generation to taste and
see  that  the  Lord  is
good. In a noisy world,
Our Daily Bread Rbc
Ministries  provides  a
moment of stillness, a
word of life, and a daily
reminder  that  we  are
never alone.


