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THE MAN BEHIND THE VILLAIN:
EXPLORING THE IAGO FIRE
EMBLEM VOICE ACTOR

Few characters in the Fire Emblem series
evoke as much visceral disdain as Iago,
the  manipulative  and  scheming  court
mage from Fire Emblem Fates.  As the
loyal (and terrifying) right hand of King
Garon  of  Nohr,  Iago  is  a  character
designed to be hated—and his success in
that role rests heavily on the talent of
the actor who brought him to life.  For
fans  of  the  series  and  voice  acting
enthusiasts alike, the name behind the
snide  remarks  and cruel  laughter  is  a
subject  of  great  interest.  This  article
provides  a  comprehensive  look  at  the
Iago Fire Emblem voice actor, examining
who  voiced  Iago  in  Fire  Emblem
Fates,  the  performance  nuances,  and
the  broader  career  of  the  talented
individual  behind  the  microphone.  We
will  delve  into  both  the  English  and
Japanese  voice  actors,  though  the
primary focus will be on the voice that
most  Western  fans  heard:  the  English
dub.

WHO IS IAGO IN FIRE EMBLEM
FATES?

Before  exploring  the  voice  actor,  it  is
essential to understand the character he
portrays.  Iago  serves  as  the  primary
antagonist  of  the  Nohr  route  in  Fire
Emblem Fates, acting as a high-ranking
mage and advisor to King Garon. Unlike

many  Fire  Emblem villains  who  might
possess a tragic backstory or misguided
noble  intentions,  Iago  is  delightfully,
unapologetically  evil.  He  is  petty,
jealous,  cruel,  and obsessively loyal  to
Garon, whom he views as a father figure.
His  methods  are  underhanded,
employing dark magic, deceitful tactics,
and  constant  scheming  to  undermine
Corrin and the Nohrian siblings. He is a
character  that  inspires  genuine
frustration  in  players,  which  is  a
testament  to  how well  he was written
and performed.
Iago is often cited as one of the most
memorable  vi l lains  in  the  series
precisely because of his one-dimensional
w i c k e d n e s s .  H e  d o e s n ' t  s e e k
redemption,  and  he  doesn't  have  a
change  of  heart.  He  is  a  snarling,
vindictive  force  of  nature  that  exists
purely  to  make  the  player's  journey
more difficult. This kind of role requires a
very  specific  vocal  performance—one
that  can  convey  smugness,  rage,
desperation,  and  malice  without  ever
veering into parody.

THE IAGO FIRE EMBLEM VOICE
ACTOR: ENGLISH DUB

The  actor  responsible  for  bringing  the
English  version  of  Iago  to  life  is  Jeff
Stewart.  For  many  fans,  discovering
that  the  voice  behind  the  malicious
mage is a classically trained actor with a
diverse  range  of  work  comes  as  a
pleasant  surprise.  Jeff  Stewart’s
portrayal  of  Iago  is  a  masterclass  in
vi l la inous  voice  act ing,  and  his
performance  is  a  key  reason  why  the
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character remains so vivid in the minds
of  players  years  after  the  game's
release.

Who is Jeff
Stewart?
Jeff  Stewart  is  an  American  voice  actor,
writer,  and  director  based  in  the  Los
Angeles area. While he is best known to
the gaming community  for  his  role  as
Iago,  his  career  in  the  entertainment
industry  spans  live-action  theater,  on-
camera acting, and a significant body of
voice  work  across  video  games  and
animation.  Stewart  is  not  just  a  voice
actor; he is a seasoned performer who
understands character nuance and story
delivery.  His  background  in  stage
performance lends a certain theatricality
to  his  vocal  work,  which  is  perfectly
suited for an operatically evil character
like Iago.

Performance
Analysis: How
Jeff Stewart
Defined Iago
Stewar t ’ s  po r t raya l  o f  I ago  i s
characterized by a slow, deliberate, and
venomous  cadence.  He  rarely  speaks
quickly; instead, he lets his words hang
in the air,  dripping with condescension
and arrogance. This vocal pacing makes
every line feel weighted and menacing.
Key  elements  of  his  performance
include:

The Snicker: Iago's laugh is

iconic. Stewart delivers a high-
pitched, mocking giggle that
immediately puts the player on
edge. It is the laugh of a man who
believes he is always the smartest
person in the room and enjoys
watching others squirm.
The Rage: When his plans
inevitably fail, Stewart transitions
from smug confidence to shrill,
impotent fury. This shift is
seamless and adds a layer of
pathetic desperation to the
character, making his downfall
that much more satisfying for the
player.
The Sycophant: When
addressing King Garon, Stewart’s
voice changes. The arrogance
remains, but it is cloaked in a layer
of obsequious reverence. This
shows the character’s intelligence
and his ability to manipulate
through flattery.
Vocal Texture: Stewart uses a
slightly raspy, higher-pitched voice
for Iago, distinguishing him from
the deeper, more heroic voices of
the Nohrian siblings. This unique
timbre makes Iago immediately
recognizable, even in a crowded
scene.

The talent of the Iago Fire Emblem voice
actor lies not just in reading lines, but in
inhabiting the character. Stewart made
choices that turned Iago from a generic
scheming  advisor  into  a  specific,
memorable  human  being  (albeit  a
horrible one). The frustration players feel
when  facing  him  in  battle  is  a  direct
result  of  how  effectively  Stewart's  voice
sells  the  character's  smugness  and
deceit.
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THE JAPANESE IAGO FIRE
EMBLEM VOICE ACTOR:

MASAFUMI KIMOTO

For  players  of  the  original  Japanese
version of Fire Emblem Fates, the voice
of  Iago  is  provided  by  Masafumi
Kimoto.  Kimoto  is  a  highly  respected
voice  actor  (seiyuu)  in  Japan  with  a
similarly  long  and  varied  career.  His
portrayal  of  Iago  offers  an  interesting
counterpoint  to  Jeff  Stewart's  version.
Kimoto’s  performance  leans  more  into
the theatrical and regal aspects of the
character.  His  Iago sounds more refined
and elegant, even when being cruel. The
malice is there, but it is delivered with a
polished,  almost  aristocratic  air.  This
makes  the  character  seem  more  cold
and calculating, a serpent rather than a
snarling dog. While Stewart’s Iago feels
more  prone  to  outbursts  of  temper,
Kimoto’s  version  projects  a  constant,
simmering  contempt  that  fits  the
character's  role  as  a  long-game
schemer.
The  differences  between  the  two
performances highlight how a good actor
can interpret a script. Both the English
and Japanese voice actors for Iago are
excellent, but they bring different flavors
to the same role.  For  English-speaking
fans,  however,  Jeff  Stewart's
interpretation  is  the  definitive  version
that  defines  the  character  for  that
audience.

THE CAREER OF JEFF STEWART:
BEYOND THE IAGO FIRE EMBLEM
VOICE ACTOR ROLE

While Jeff Stewart’s work as the Iago Fire
Emblem voice actor is his most famous
role in the gaming world, it is far from
his  only  credit.  His  versatility  has
allowed him to work across a wide range

of genres and media types. Exploring his
other roles provides context for why he
was such a perfect fit for Iago.

Video Game
Voice Work
Beyond  Fire  Emblem  Fates,  Jeff  Stewart
has  lent  his  voice  to  several  other
notable video game titles. His ability to
play both heroes and villains makes him
a valuable asset in the industry. Some of
his other video game credits include:

League of Legends: He has
voiced characters in this massive
online game, demonstrating his
ability to work within a fantasy
setting.
World of Warcraft: Stewart has
contributed voice lines for various
non-player characters (NPCs) in
the Warcraft universe, a franchise
known for its deep lore and diverse
character cast.
Various Mobile and RPG Titles:
Like many professional voice
actors, Stewart has a long list of
credits in smaller and mobile
games, where his ability to create
distinct voices quickly is highly
valued.

This breadth of experience in the video
game industry  shows  that  his  role  as
Iago was not a fluke. He is a professional
who  understands  the  specific  demands
of  video  game  voice  acting,  such  as
recording lines out of context, matching
lip  flaps,  and  maintaining  vocal
consistency  across  long  recording
sessions.
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Voice Direction
and Writing
What sets Jeff Stewart apart is that he is
not only a performer but also a director
and writer. He has worked as a dialogue
director  and  voice  director  for  various
projects,  meaning  he  understands  the
entire  process  of  audio  production  in
games and animation. This behind-the-
scenes  knowledge  often  makes  actors
better performers, as they can anticipate
the needs of the director.
His experience as a writer also informs
his  acting.  Understanding  narrative
structure  and  character  motivation
allows him to make choices that serve
the  story,  not  just  the  line.  This  is
evident  in  his  performance  as  Iago,
where every word feels deliberate and
purposeful.

Live-Action and
Theater Work
Theater is the foundation of most great
voice  actors ,  and  Stewart  is  no
exception. His training and experience in
live performance give him a command of
projection,  diction,  and  emotional
delivery that is rare. This background is
t h e  r e a s o n  h i s  I a g o  c a n  b e
simultaneously theatrical and believable.
He is not afraid to be big and bold, but
he  has  the  control  to  pull  it  back  for
quieter, more sinister moments.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CASTING:
WHY JEFF STEWART WAS THE
RIGHT CHOICE

Casting  is  one  of  the  most  critical

elements  of  bringing  a  video  game
character to life. The Iago Fire Emblem
voice  actor  was  chosen  because  he
could  embody  the  specific  qualities  the
developers  and  localization  team
wanted. The English localization of Fire
Emblem Fates  is  known for  its  strong
voice cast, featuring actors like Matthew
Mercer (Ryoma), Cherami Leigh (Corrin
female),  and  Cam  Clarke  (Leo).  Jeff
Stewart  fits  perfectly  into  this  high-
caliber  ensemble.
His performance compliments the other
cast  members.  When matched against
Cam  Clarke's  smooth,  regal  voice  for
Leo,  Stewart's  sharper,  more  grating
Iago provides a perfect contrast.  He is
the discordant note in the symphony of
Nohr,  and  his  voice  reflects  that.  The
casting  directors  understood  that  for
Iago to be effective, he needed to sound
different from the heroic and anti-heroic
characters  surrounding  him.  Stewart
delivered  that  in  spades.

FAN RECEPTION AND LEGACY OF
THE PERFORMANCE

The  performance  of  the  Iago  Fire
Emblem voice actor has been met with a
significant amount of praise from the fan
community. In fan polls and discussions
about  the  best  villains  in  the  Fire
Emblem series, Iago is often mentioned
not  just  for  his  role  in  the  story,  but
specifically  for  his  voice  acting.  Fans
frequently quote his lines on forums like
Reddit and Serenes Forest, often using
the sound of  his  laugh as a meme or
reference within the community.
It is a unique situation where a character
who is  designed to  be  hated  is  loved
precisely  because  of  how  well  he  is
hated.  Players  enjoy  fighting  Iago
because  they  enjoy  the  catharsis  of
finally  silencing  his  smug taunts.  This  is
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the  highest  compliment  a  villain  can
receive,  and  it  is  a  direct  result  of  Jeff
Stewart's  committed  performance.  The
Iago  Fire  Emblem  voice  actor
successfully  created  a  character  that
players  love  to  hate,  which  is  the
ha l lmark  o f  a  great  antagonis t
performance.

COMPARING IAGO TO OTHER
FAMOUS VILLAIN VOICES

What  makes  a  great  villain  voice?
Looking at the Iago Fire Emblem voice
actor alongside other famous villainous
performances  in  gaming  offers  insight.
Consider  Mephistopheles  from  Shin
Megami Tensei (often voiced by a deep,
resonant actor) or Handsome Jack from
Borderlands  (voiced by Dameon Clarke
with a manic, humorous edge). Iago falls
into  a  different  category.  He  is  pathetic
and dangerous at the same time.

Stewart’s performance is reminiscent of
classic Disney villains, but with a modern
grittiness. He has the theatrical flair of a
stage villain but the grounded delivery
required  for  a  dramatic  video  game
narrative.  This blend makes him stand
out.  He  is  not  coolly  menacing  like
Ganondorf,  nor  is  he  hysterically
unhinged like the Joker. Iago is a unique
brand  of  weaselly,  conniving  evil,  and
Stewart's voice is the perfect vehicle for
it.

HOW TO EXPERIENCE JEFF
STEWART'S PERFORMANCE

For  those  who  have  not  played  Fire
Emblem Fates, or who wish to revisit the
performance, there are several ways to
experience  the  work  of  the  Iago  Fire
Emblem voice actor. The most obvious is
to play Fire Emblem Fates: Conquest or
Revelation,  as  these  are  the  routes
where I


