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INTRODUCTION: A
WORLD OF
FLAVOR AND
COLOR

From the sun-drenched
t r o p i c s  t o  t h e
temperate orchards of
the  north,  the  planet
w e  i n h a b i t  i s  a
cornucopia  of  flavor,
color,  and  nutrition.
Few  things  in  nature
rival the sheer diversity
and  appeal  of  fruit.
Whether you are biting
into a crisp apple on a
cool  autumn  day  or
slicing open a fragrant
m a n g o  u n d e r  a

summer  sun,  f ru i t
connects  us  to  the
rhythms of nature and
to  cultures  far  and
wide.  But  have  you
e v e r  s t o p p e d  t o
wonder  about  the
staggering variety that
exists? The phrase All
The  Fruits  In  The
World  is  not  just  a
p o e t i c  n o t i o n ;  i t
represents  a  botanical
reality that is both vast
a n d  e n d l e s s l y
fascinating. This article
takes you on a global
journey to explore the
incredible spectrum of
f r u i t s ,  f r o m  t h e
everyday staples to the
rare  gems  hidden  in
remote rainforests. We
will  look  at  how  they
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are categorized, where
they  come  from,  and
why  they  matter  so
much to our health and
our history.

THE MAJOR
FAMILIES OF FRUIT

To truly appreciate the
breadth  o f  ed ib le
plants ,  i t  he lps  to
u n d e r s t a n d  h o w
b o t a n i s t s  a n d
horticulturists  group
them.  While  we  often
think of fruits by taste
o r  c u l i n a r y  u s e ,
botanical  classification
i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e
structure  of  the  plant
and  how  it  develops
from  the  flower.
H o w e v e r ,  f o r  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding  of  All
The  Fruits  In  The
World, we can look at
them  through  a  lens
that  blends  botany,
g e o g r a p h y ,  a n d
culinary  tradition.

Pomes:
The
Orchard
Staples
Pomes  are  fruits  that
have  a  central  core
contain ing  seeds,
surrounded by a thick,
fleshy  layer.  This
family  is  synonymous
w i t h  t e m p e r a t e
o rchards  and  i s  a
cornerstone  of  many
diets.

Apples: With
thousands of
cultivars ranging
from sweet Fuji
to tart Granny
Smith, apples are
among the most
widely cultivated
fruits globally.
They thrive in
cooler climates
and are a symbol
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of health and
tradition.
Pears: Softer
and more buttery
than apples,
pears like
Bartlett, Bosc,
and Anjou offer a
delicate
sweetness. They
are often
harvested before
fully ripe and
allowed to
mature off the
tree.
Quince: Less
common today,
the quince is a
hard, astringent
fruit that
transforms into a
fragrant, pinkish
delight when
cooked. It is
highly prized in
jams and jellies.

Stone
Fruits
(Drupes):
Summer'
s
Sweetest
Bounty
D r u p e s  a r e
characterized by a thin
skin,  a  fleshy  middle,
and a hard stone or pit
that  encloses  a  single
seed.  This  category
includes  some  of  the
most beloved seasonal
fruits.

Peaches and
Nectarines:
Almost identical
genetically, the
main difference
is the fuzzy skin
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of the peach
versus the
smooth skin of
the nectarine.
Both are juicy,
aromatic, and
perfect for eating
fresh or grilling.
Plums: From the
deep purple of
the Italian prune
plum to the
golden
sweetness of the
Mirabelle, plums
offer a range of
flavors from tart
to honeyed.
Cherries: Sweet
cherries (like
Bing) are a treat
for fresh eating,
while sour
cherries (like
Montmorency)
are the backbone
of pies and
preserves.
Apricots: Small,
velvety, and
intensely
flavored, apricots

pack a punch of
beta-carotene
and are delicious
dried or fresh.
Mangoes: While
often considered
a tropical fruit,
the mango is
botanically a
drupe. It is the
most widely
consumed fruit in
the world in
terms of volume,
with hundreds of
varieties, each
with its own
unique flavor
profile.

Berries:
Tiny
Powerhou
ses of
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Flavor
Botanically  speaking,
ber r ies  a re  f ru i t s
produced  from  the
ovary of a single flower
where the entire ovary
wall  r ipens  into  an
e d i b l e  p e r i c a r p .
However,  the  culinary
definition  of  "berry"  is
much  broader  and
includes  many  small,
pulpy  fruits.

Strawberries:
Actually an
aggregate fruit,
strawberries are
a global favorite.
They are the first
berry to appear
in spring in many
regions and are
synonymous with
freshness.
Blueberries:
Native to North
America,
blueberries are
celebrated for
their deep blue

color and high
antioxidant
content. They
are equally at
home in muffins,
pancakes, or a
simple bowl with
cream.
Raspberries
and
Blackberries:
These aggregate
fruits are
composed of
many tiny
drupelets. They
are delicate,
highly
perishable, and
offer a balance of
sweet and tart
that is
unparalleled.
Cranberries:
Grown in bogs,
cranberries are a
North American
classic. Their
sharp, tangy
flavor is a
traditional
accompaniment
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to holiday meals.
Exotic Berries:
The world of
berries extends
far beyond the
supermarket.
Consider the
Goji berry from
Asia, the tart
Lingonberry of
Scandinavia, or
the wine-colored
Açaí berry from
the Amazon
rainforest.

TROPICAL AND
SUBTROPICAL
TREASURES

When  people  think  of
All The Fruits In The
World ,  the  tropics
often  come  to  mind
first.  These  regions,
w i t h  t h e i r  w a r m
temperatures  and
abundant  rainfal l ,
p roduce  f ru i t s  o f
staggering  diversity
and  intense  flavor.

The
Heavywei
ghts:
Melons
and
Gourds
Melons  are  a  type  of
gourd ,  re la ted  to
c u c u m b e r s  a n d
squash. They thrive in
warm climates and are
prized  for  their  high
water  content  and
refreshing sweetness.

Watermelon:
The
quintessential
summer fruit,
watermelons can
weigh up to 20
kilograms. They
are a staple at
picnics and are
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incredibly
hydrating.
Cantaloupe
(Rockmelon):
With its distinct
netted rind and
orange, fragrant
flesh, the
cantaloupe is a
breakfast
favorite across
the globe.
Honeydew:
Smooth-skinned
with pale green,
intensely sweet
flesh, honeydew
melons are often
paired with
prosciutto or
used in fruit
salads.
Galia,
Crenshaw, and
Santa Claus
Melons: These
are just a few of
the many other
varieties that
add diversity to
the melon family,
each with a

unique shape,
color, and
sweetness level.

The
Citrus
Family: A
Zest for
Life
C i t r u s  f r u i t s  a r e
b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e
originated in Southeast
Asia  but  have  spread
to every continent with
a  warm climate.  They
are  defined  by  their
segmented  flesh  and
aromatic rind, which is
rich in essential oils.

Oranges: The
sweet orange is
the most popular
citrus fruit. From
navel to Valencia
to blood orange,
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each variety
offers a slightly
different balance
of sweetness and
acidity.
Lemons and
Limes: These
sour
powerhouses are
indispensable in
cooking, baking,
and beverages.
They provide
acidity that
brightens dishes
from ceviche to
lemon meringue
pie.
Grapefruit: A
hybrid between
pomelo and
orange,
grapefruit has a
distinctive bitter-
sweet flavor. It is
a classic
breakfast fruit
and is available
in white, pink,
and ruby
varieties.
Pomelo: The

largest citrus
fruit, pomelos
have a thick rind
and a mild,
sweet flavor.
They are a
traditional gift in
many Asian
cultures during
Lunar New Year.
Kumquat:
Unique among
citrus, kumquats
are eaten whole,
including the
sweet rind and
tart flesh. They
are a bite-sized
burst of complex
flavor.
Lesser-Known
Citrus: The
world of citrus
includes gems
like the
Buddha's Hand
(a fingered citron
used for its
fragrance), the
Yuzu (a tart
Japanese citrus),
and the
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Bergamot (the
essence of Earl
Grey tea).

The True
Exotics:
Fruits of
the
Rainfores
t and
Beyond
This category holds the
most surprising entries
in  our  exploration  of
All The Fruits In The
World. These are fruits
that many people have
never  seen  but  which
are  highly  prized  in
their  native  lands.

Durian: Known
as the "King of

Fruits," durian is
legendary for its
spiky exterior
and pungent
odor, which is
often described
as smelling like
onions,
turpentine, or
raw sewage. Yet,
for those who
acquire a taste
for it, the
creamy, custard-
like flesh is
absolutely divine.
Jackfruit: The
largest tree-
borne fruit in the
world, jackfruit
can weigh up to
50 kilograms. Its
fibrous, unripe
flesh is
increasingly used
as a vegan meat
substitute, while
the ripe fruit is
intensely sweet
and tropical in
flavor.
Dragon Fruit
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(Pitaya): With
its vibrant pink
skin and
speckled white
(or red) flesh,
dragon fruit is as
visually stunning
as it is mildly
sweet. It is native
to Central
America but is
now widely
grown in
Southeast Asia.
Rambutan and
Lychee: These
close relatives
are covered in a
hairy (rambutan)
or bumpy
(lychee) red
shell. Inside, they
reveal
translucent, juicy
flesh with a
single seed. They
taste like a
combination of
grape and rose
water.
Mangosteen:
Often called the

"Queen of
Fruits," the
mangosteen has
a thick purple
rind and snow-
white,
segmented flesh
that is perfectly
sweet and tart. It
is a true delicacy.
Soursop
(Graviola): A
large, green,
spiny fruit with
soft, white,
fibrous flesh that
tastes like a
blend of
strawberry and
pineapple with a
hint of citrus. It is
widely used in
smoothies and
ice creams.

LESSER-KNOWN
GEMS FROM
SPECIFIC REGIONS

To  t ru ly  grasp  the
concept  of  All  The
Fruits In The World,
w e  m u s t  l o o k  a t
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regional  specialties
that  rare ly  t rave l
beyond their borders.

Fruits of
the
Americas

Feijoa
(Pineapple
Guava): Native
to South
America, this
small, green fruit
has a flavor that
perfectly
balances mint,
pineapple, and
guava. It is a
garden favorite
in New Zealand
and California.
Cherimoya:
Mark Twain
called this fruit
"the most
delicious fruit
known to men."
Its creamy, white

flesh tastes like a
tropical custard
with notes of
banana,
pineapple, and
pear.
Sapotes: This
family includes
the Mamey
Sapote (with its
rich, sweet,
orange flesh that
tastes like
almond and
sweet potato)
and the Black
Sapote (which
has brown,
pudding-like
flesh that tastes
remarkably like
chocolate).
Pawpaw: North
America's largest
native fruit, the
pawpaw has a
custard-like
texture and a
flavor that is a
cross between
banana, mango,
and melon. It
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grows wild in the
eastern United
States.

Fruits of
Asia

Longan: Smaller
and less sweet
than lychee,
longan is known
as "dragon's eye"
because its
translucent flesh
and dark seed
resemble an
eyeball.
Jujube (Chinese
Date): When
fresh, jujubes are
crisp and sweet,
like an apple.
When dried, they
become chewy
and date-like.
They are a staple
of traditional

Chinese
medicine.
Persimmon:
While now grown
in many parts of
the world, the
persimmon
originated in
China. The two
main types are
the astringent
Hachiya (which
must be perfectly
soft) and the
non-astringent
Fuyu (which can
be eaten while
crisp).
Salak (Snake
Fruit): Native to
Indonesia, this
fruit is covered in
scaly, brown skin
that resembles
snake scales.
The flesh is
crunchy and has
a flavor


