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THE ENDURING CHARM OF THE “HERE COMES PETER COTTONTAIL” SONG

Downloaded from app.ardentx.com by Bishop & Manning

When spring begins to paint the world in pastel hues and store shelves fill with chocolate bunnies
and marshmallow chicks, one melody instantly echoes in the collective memory of generations: the
“Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song. This cheerful, bouncing tune is as synonymous with Easter as
Jingle Bells is with Christmas. But how did this simple, joyful number about a bunny hopping down
the bunny trail become a timeless staple of holiday music? More than just a catchy chorus, the
“Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song carries a rich history and a surprisingly deep cultural footprint.

For countless families, pressing play on this song marks the official start of Easter morning. It evokes
images of egg hunts, pastel baskets, and the anticipation of a visit from the Easter Bunny. Yet, the
story behind the song is just as delightful as the character it celebrates. From its origins in a classic
children’s book to its transformation into a radio hit and a television special, Peter Cottontail has
hopped his way into the hearts of millions. Let us explore the history, the lyrics, the variations, and
the lasting legacy of this beloved Easter anthem.

The Origins: From a Book to a Radio Hit

The “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song did not simply appear out of thin air. Its journey began in
1939 with the publication of The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter? No, that is an easy mistake,
but the character we sing about is distinct. The song’s Peter Cottontail is an American creation, first
brought to life in a 1950s radio recording by the legendary Gene Autry, the “Singing Cowboy.”

Gene Autry had already found massive success with his 1949 Christmas hit “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer.” Looking for a holiday song to bridge the gap between Christmas and Easter, his team —
specifically composer Steve Nelson and lyricist Jack Rollins — wrote a tune about a cheerful rabbit
delivering eggs. The song was first recorded by Autry in 1950 under the title “Peter Cottontail.”
However, the song we know today, often with the repeated “Here come Peter Cottontail” refrain,
gained its definitive form a few years later.

The lyrics were carefully crafted to be upbeat and child-friendly. They paint a vivid picture of the
“bunny trail” and the joy of receiving painted eggs and candy. Unlike the mischievous and slightly
rebellious Peter Rabbit from Potter’s books, Autry’s Peter Cottontail is a responsible, cheerful bringer
of gifts — a perfect secular symbol for the holiday. The song’s structure, with its simple couplets and
repetitive chorus, made it instantly singable for children, ensuring its place in the Easter canon.

Lyrical Analysis: What the “Here Comes
Peter Cottontail” Song Actually Says

Let's break down the lyrics of the most commonly known version of the “Here Comes Peter
Cottontail” song. The charm lies in its simplicity and its vivid imagery.

* The Opening Call: “Here comes Peter Cottontail, hoppin’ down the bunny trail. Hippity,
hoppity, Easter’s on its way.” This opening line immediately establishes the character’s action
and purpose. The onomatopoeic “hippity, hoppity” sets a bouncy, rhythmic tone that perfectly
mimics a rabbit’'s movement.

* The Gifts: “Bringin’ every girl and boy, baskets full of Easter joy. Things to make your Easter
bright and gay.” This shifts the focus to the material joy of Easter — baskets and treats. The
word “gay,” meaning happy and bright, reflects the post-war optimism of the 1950s.

e The Colors: “He’s got jelly beans for Tommy, colored eggs for sister Sue. There’s an orchid
for your mommy, and an Easter bonnet, too.” This personalizes the gifts, making the song feel
like a direct address to a family. The mention of an “Easter bonnet” also ties the song to the
cultural tradition of wearing new spring hats, famously captured in the 1948 film Easter
Parade.

e The Conclusion: “Don’t you worry, have no fear, Old Peter Cottontail is here.” This provides
comfort and assurance, reinforcing the idea that the Easter Bunny is a benevolent,
dependable figure.

The song’s message is disarmingly simple: a furry friend is coming to bring joy. Yet, that simplicity is
precisely what allows it to be passed down from parent to child, generation after generation. The
lyrics avoid any religious overtones, making it a universal song of springtime celebration.

The Television Special: Bringing the Song
to Life

While the song was already popular on radio and records, its cultural footprint expanded enormously
in 1971 with the Rankin/Bass television special, Here Comes Peter Cottontail. This stop-motion
animated film, narrated by the voice of the Easter Bunny (Danny Kaye), directly expanded upon the
song’s mythology.

In the special, the song itself becomes a plot point. The story revolves around a young bunny named
Peter who wants to be the new Easter Bunny, but he must deliver all the eggs by sunrise or lose the
title to the scheming January Q. Irontail. The song is woven throughout the special, often serving as
a cheerful reminder of Peter’'s quest. This adaptation solidified the “Here Comes Peter Cottontail”
song as not just a musical track, but a narrative foundation for a beloved family viewing tradition.

For many children who grew up in the 1970s and 1980s, watching the stop-motion bunny hop
through the countryside while the song played was the definitive Easter experience. The special’s

popularity led to multiple re-airings on television, further embedding the song’s melody into the
holiday consciousness. This multimedia expansion is a classic example of how a simple song can
become the heart of a larger, beloved franchise.

Cultural Impact and Enduring Legacy

The “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song has transcended its original recording to become a
standard in holiday music. It is played in schools, daycares, shopping malls, and homes across the
United States and beyond. Its influence can be seen and heard in several ways:

1. Parodies and Covers: Like all great holiday songs, it has been parodied and covered many
times. Various children’s artists have released versions. The song frequently appears in pop
culture references, from sitcoms to advertisements, often as a shorthand for “Easter is
coming.”

2. Sheet Music and Educational Use: The song is a favorite in music education for young
children. Its simple melody and repetitive lyrics make it an excellent tool for teaching rhythm
and pitch. Countless piano students have learned to pick out the “hippity, hoppity” tune.

3. Merchandising: The character of Peter Cottontail, distinct from the generic Easter Bunny,
has been licensed for plush toys, books, and decorations. The song’s title is often the brand
name for these products, creating a cohesive consumer package.

4. Regional and Family Traditions: Many families have made it a tradition to play the “Here
Comes Peter Cottontail” song as a first-thing-on-Easter-morning ritual. It serves as a sonic
signal that the egg hunt is about to begin or that the Easter Bunny has visited.

The song’s staying power is a testament to its craftsmanship. It taps into the universal excitement of
a holiday qift-giver, much like Santa Claus, but specifically tailored to spring. In a world of
increasingly complex media, this 1950s song remains a simple, joyful anchor for the Easter season.

Comparing to Other Holiday Songs

It is instructive to compare the “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song with other secular holiday songs.
Just as “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” provided a specific character and origin story for a
Christmas figure, “Peter Cottontail” does the same for the Easter Bunny. Both songs were written by
the same team (Nelson and Rollins) and both were popularized by Gene Autry. They share a
formula: a catchy, repetitive title line, a list of gifts or attributes, and a feel-good resolution.

However, the Peter Cottontail song is arguably more focused on movement and anticipation. The
verbs “hoppin’,” “hippity, hoppity,” and the imagery of the “bunny trail” create a sense of journey. It
is less about the rabbit himself and more about the arrival of Easter. This forward momentum makes
it an excellent song for a holiday that revolves around an early-morning arrival.

Another comparison can be made to “Easter Parade,” the Irving Berlin standard. While “Easter
Parade” is a sophisticated, romantic song for adults about fashion and social parade, “Here Comes
Peter Cottontail” is unabashedly child-centric. Both celebrate the holiday, but from entirely different
vantage points — one from the sidewalk, the other from the bunny trail. This dual presence in the
Easter music landscape shows the holiday’s range from solemn to silly.

Modern Relevance and How the Song
Lives Today

In the age of streaming services and YouTube, the “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song continues to
find new audiences. Parents who grew up with the Rankin/Bass special can now show it to their
children on Amazon Prime or other platforms. The song itself has been uploaded to music services
millions of times.

Furthermore, the song has become a staple in the secular celebration of Easter, providing a fun,
non-religious component to the holiday. For families who do not observe the religious aspects of
Easter, the song still offers a joyous, spring-themed tradition. The emphasis on candy, eggs, and a
friendly rabbit fits perfectly with the secular “Easter Bunny” mythology that has become dominant in
many cultures.

Social media has also given the song new life. Short clips of the “hippity, hoppity” chorus are used in
Easter-themed TikToks and Instagram Reels. It is not uncommon to see a video of a child’s reaction
to an Easter basket set to the song. This viral potential ensures that even children who have never
heard of Gene Autry or stop-motion animation will still recognize the tune.

Conclusion: Why We Keep Singing “Here
Comes Peter Cottontail”

The “Here Comes Peter Cottontail” song is far more than a dated 1950s novelty. It is a masterful
piece of holiday music that captures the pure anticipation and joy of Easter morning. From its origins
in the songwriting of Nelson and Rollins to its immortalization by Gene Autry and the Rankin/Bass
special, this song has become an inseparable part of the holiday experience for millions.

Its simplicity is its strength. The lyrics are easy to remember, the tune is infectious, and the
message is universally understood: a cheerful bunny is coming with gifts. In a world that often
rushes from one holiday to the next, this song invites us to pause, to listen for the “hippity, hoppity”
footsteps, and to embrace the simple pleasure of spring. As long as children hunt for eggs and
parents fill baskets, the song will continue to hop down the bunny trail, generation after generation.
And truly, don’t you worry, have no fear — Old Peter Cottontail will be here.
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