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DIVE INTO
CREATIVITY: WHY
EASY SEA ANIMALS
TO DRAW ARE
PERFECT FOR
BEGINNERS

There  is  something
inherently  calming
about  the  ocean.  The
rhythmic movement of
the waves, the vibrant
colors  of  the  coral
reefs, and the graceful
movement  of  marine
l i fe  have  insp i red
artists  for  centuries.
For  a  budding  artist,
however,  the vastness
of the ocean can feel a

little  intimidating.  You
m i g h t  l o o k  a t  a
complex  illustration  of
a humpback whale or a
detailed coral reef and
wonder where to even
begin.  That  is  where
the  beauty  of  easy
sea animals to draw
c o m e s  i n t o  p l a y .
Starting  your  artistic
journey  with  simple,
recognizable  forms  is
the best  way to  build
confidence  and
develop  your  skil ls
w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g
overwhelmed.  This
guide  is  designed  to
help you, regardless of
your current skill level,
pick  up  a  pencil  and
start creating charming
o c e a n  s c e n e s
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immediately.
Drawing  marine  life
does not require you to
b e  a  m a s t e r  o f
anatomy or realism. In
fact, some of the most
beloved  sea  animal
drawings  are  simple,
stylized,  and  full  of
personality.  Whether
you  are  a  teacher
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  f u n
classroom  activity,  a
p a r e n t  t r y i n g  t o
entertain a child, or an
adult picking up a new
hobby,  focusing  on
easy sea animals to
d r a w  p r o v i d e s  a
rewarding and relaxing
creative outlet. You will
be  surprised  at  how
quickly you can create
a  whole  underwater
world using just a few
bas ic  shapes  l i ke
circles,  ovals,  and
triangles.  Let  us  dive
into the shallow end of
the  artistic  pool  and
discover  how  simple
and enjoyable drawing

the ocean's inhabitants
can be.

WHY SEA ANIMALS
ARE THE IDEAL
SUBJECT FOR NEW
ARTISTS

Before  we  get  to  the
step-by-step guides,  it
is worth understanding
why sea creatures are
such fantastic subjects
for  beginners.  Unlike
drawing a human face
or a complex piece of
m a c h i n e r y ,  s e a
animals  often  have
forgiving  and  fluid
shapes.  A  fish,  for
example, is essentially
just an oval with a tail.
A  jellyfish  looks  like  a
squishy  dome  with
trailing  ribbons.  This
lack  of  rigid  structure
m e a n s  t h a t  y o u r
drawings  do  not  have
to  be  perfect  to  look
good. In fact, a slightly
wobb ly  l ine  o f ten
makes  a  sea  creature
look more organic and
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alive. Furthermore, the
variety  of  sea  life  is
immense.  You  can
spend months drawing
different  types  of  fish,
shells,  and  mammals
without  ever  getting
bored.  Because  there
are so many easy sea
animals to draw, you
c a n  c o n s t a n t l y
challenge yourself with
a  n e w  s h a p e  o r
tex tu re ,  s tead i l y
i m p r o v i n g  y o u r
coord ina t ion  and
observation  skil ls.
Another  reason  these
s u b j e c t s  a r e  s o
beginner-friendly  is
that  they  allow  for  a
great deal of creativity.
Realism is not the goal
here.  You can draw a
bright  pink  whale,  a
polka-dotted  octopus,
or  a  starfish  that  looks
like a happy star from
the sky.  The ocean is
so  ful l  of  color  and
diversity  that  your
imagination is the only

limit. When you search
for easy sea animals
to  draw,  you  will  find
countless  examples  of
stylized,  cartoonish,
a n d  m i n i m a l i s t
designs.  This  style  of
drawing  focuses  on
capturing  the  essence
of the animal—its most
r e c o g n i z a b l e
features—rather  than
e v e r y  s i n g l e
anatomical detail.  This
is  a  crucial  step  in
learning to draw, as it
teaches you to simplify
complex  subjects  into
their core components.

YOUR FIRST 10
EASY SEA ANIMALS
TO DRAW

Here is a curated list of
the  most  accessible
sea  creatures  to  get
you  started.  For  each
one,  I  have  broken
down  the  drawing
process  into  simple
steps that rely on basic
geometry .  Grab  a
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pencil,  some  paper,
and get ready to make
a splash.

1. The
Classic
Fish
This  is  arguably  the
easiest of all easy sea
animals  to  draw .
Start  by  drawing  a
simple  oval  shape  for
the  body.  It  does  not
have  to  be  perfectly
symmetrical.  Next,
draw a triangle on the
back of the oval for the
tail  fin.  Add  a  smaller
triangle on the top for
the  dorsal  fin  and  a
couple  of  small  fin
shapes on the bottom
or sides. Finally, draw a
small circle for the eye
and  a  tiny  "C"  shape
for the mouth. You can
add  stripes,  spots,  or
scales  by  drawing

small  overlapping  "U"
s h a p e s .
Congratulations,  you
have  drawn  a  fish!

2. The
Friendly
Jellyfish
Jellyfish  are  fantastic
for  practicing  curved
l ines.  Begin  with  a
dome  shape—think  of
an  upside-down  bowl.
You  can  make  i t  a
perfect half-circle or a
b i t  lumpy.  Draw  a
series  of  wavy  lines
hanging down from the
bottom  of  the  dome.
Do  not  worry  about
making them even; the
more varied they are,
the more natural  your
jellyfish  will  look.  Add
two or three small dots
for  eyes  right  on  the
top  of  the  dome.  To
give  it  a  bit  of  l i fe,
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draw a few horizontal,
curved lines inside the
dome  to  show  the
jellyfish's  internal
structure. Among easy
sea animals to draw,
the jellyfish gives you a
l o t  o f  f r e e d o m  t o
experiment  with  line
weight  and  flow.

3. The
Simple
Starfish
A  starfish  is  nothing
more  than  a  five-
pointed star with a few
extra details. The trick
is to draw the five arms
of the star. Try to make
each arm taper out to
a rounded point. Once
you  have  the  s ta r
shape,  so f ten  the
corners  so  it  looks
organic  and  fleshy
rather than sharp. Add
a  small  circle  in  the

very  center  of  the
starfish.  To  create  the
texture,  draw  a  few
tiny dots or small  "O"
shapes scattered along
each arm. You can also
add  a  gentle  curving
line down the center of
each  arm to  give  the
starfish  a  3D  feel.  This
is  a  great  exercise  in
symmetry  and  gentle
curves.

4. The
Playful
Dolphin
Dolphins  look  much
harder  to  draw  than
they actually are. They
are  one  of  the  most
rewarding  easy  sea
animals  to  draw
because  they  look  so
dynamic.  Start  with  a
long,  curved  shape
t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  a
banana  or  a  la rge
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comma.  This  is  the
dolphin's  body.  The
thick end is the head,
and  the  thin,  curved
end is the tail. For the
nose,  draw  a  distinct
snout—a small,  pointy
oval  attached  to  the
front of the head. Add
a small,  curved dorsal
fin  on  the  top  of  the
body.  Draw  a  curved
line  for  the  mouth  (it
looks like the dolphin is
smiling)  and  a  small
c i rc le  for  the  eye.
Finish  by  drawing  the
tail  flukes,  which  look
like two small triangles
meeting at the end of
the body.

5. The
Cute Sea
Turtle
Turtles are a bit more
complex, but still  very
manageable.  Draw  a

large oval for the shell.
Inside this oval, draw a
s m a l l e r  o v a l  t o
represent  the  main
part  of  the  shell,  and
connect the edges with
lines to create the rim.
For  the  head,  draw a
small oval sticking out
from  one  end  of  the
shell. Add four flippers:
two  coming  out  from
the front and two from
the  back.  Think  of
them  as  large,  flat
paddles.  Draw  a  line
down the middle of the
s h e l l  a n d  a  f e w
hexagonal  or  irregular
shapes inside to create
the shell pattern. Add a
big  eye  on  the  head
and a small smile. The
slow, steady shape of a
sea turtle makes it one
of  the  most  satisfying
easy sea animals to
draw.
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6. The
Whimsica

l Octopus
The  octopus  i s  a l l
about  the  tentacles.
Start  by  drawing  a
l a r g e ,  r o u n d e d
head—essentially  a
big,  soft  circle.  This
circle does not need to
be  perfectly  round;  a
little  lumpy  is  better.
Now, draw eight curvy
l i n e s  e x t e n d i n g
d o w n w a r d s  a n d
outwards  from  the
bottom  of  the  head.
Make  them  different
lengths and curves. At
the  end  of  each  line,
draw a small, rounded
bump for the tip of the
tentacle.  To  make  it
l o o k  l i k e  a  r e a l
octopus,  add  a  few
small suction cups. You
can do this by drawing
t iny  c i rc les  or  "U"

shapes  a l ong  the
bottom  edge  of  each
tentacle.  Give  your
octopus big, expressive
eyes on the top of its
head.

7. The
Soldier
Crab
Crabs are wonderful for
practicing angular and
c u r v e d  s h a p e s
together.  Start  with  a
wide, flattened oval for
the body. At the top of
the  oval,  draw  two
small stalks and put a
small  circle  on  top  of
each for the eyes. On
the left and right sides
of the body, draw the
claws.  A  crab  claw  is
essentially  a  small
circle  with  a  smaller,
c u r v e d  p i e c e
overlapping  it.  Draw
three  or  four  small,
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bent lines on each side
for  the  legs .  They
should  point  outwards
and downwards. Add a
small,  curved  line  for
the mouth. Crabs are a
bit  different from other
easy sea animals to
draw  because  they
introduce a lot of side-
to-side motion.

8. The
Gentle
Whale
You can draw a whale
using  similar  steps  to
the fish, but bigger and
rounder. Draw a large,
c h u b b y  o v a l  o r  a
sl ightly  elongated
circle. This is the body.
Instead  of  a  sharp
triangle for a tail, draw
a wide, forked tail fluke
at the back. A whale's
tail  looks  like  a  wide
"W"  o r  two  l a rge ,

curved triangles. Draw
a  s m a l l ,  r o u n d e d
triangle  for  the dorsal
fin near the tail. For the
head, add a bump on
the  front  (this  is  a
toothed  whale,  like  a
sperm  whale)  or  a
more sloping head (for
a baleen whale). Draw
a small eye and a long,
curved  l ine  for  the
mouth.  Make  sure  to
add  a  water  spout
coming from the top of
the head—a few small
circles or a curved line
works great.

9. The
Petite
Seahorse
The  seahorse  looks
complex, but it is just a
combination of simple,
unusual  shapes.  Draw
a  small,  curved  neck
and a horse-like snout.
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The body is made of a
series  of  connected,
curved  segments  that
get  bigger  and  then
taper  down to  a  thin,
curled  tail.  You  can
draw  the  body  as  a
long,  wavy  oval  that
curls in on itself at the
bottom.  Add  a  small
crown or  horn  on  the
top of the head. Draw a
curved  l ine  for  the
belly  and  a  series  of
rings  or  ridges  across
the  body.  This  is  a
g rea t  exerc i se  i n
d r a w i n g  c u r v e d ,
segmented  l ines.

10. The
Colorful
Clownfish
Made  famous  by  a
cer ta in  an imated
movie,  the  clownfish  is
a classic. Draw a small,
slightly pointed oval for

the body. Add a large,
rounded  tail  fin  at  the
back.  Draw  a  ta l l ,
curved  dorsal  fin  on
the  top  and  sma l l
pectoral  fins  on  the
sides.  The  key  to  a
clownfish  is  the
pattern.  Draw  three
vertical,  slightly  wavy
white stripes down the
body. The middle stripe
often bulges out into a
triangle  shape.  Color
the  spaces  between
the stripes orange. The
stripes  make  this  fish
instantly  recognizable
and  one  of  the  most
fun easy sea animals
to draw.

ESSENTIAL TIPS
FOR BETTER
DRAWINGS

Now that  you  have  a
list  of  subjects,  here
are a few practical tips
to take your  drawings
from  good  to  great.
First, always start with
light  pencil  strokes.
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This  a l lows  you  to
easily  erase  mistakes
a n d  a d j u s t  t h e
proportions  of  your
easy sea animals to
d r a w  b e f o r e
committing  to  darker
lines.  Second,  look  at
reference images. Even
for  simple  drawings,
having  a  picture  of  a
real  fish  or  turtle  in
front  of  you  will  help
you  understand  how
the  fins  are  placed  or
h o w  t h e  s h e l l  i s
shaped.  Do  not  copy
the  photo  exactly;
i ns tead ,  use  i t  t o
inform  your  simplified
drawing.
Another great tip is to
focus on the "gesture"
of  the  animal.  Before
drawing any details, try
to  capture  the  flow  of
its  movement  with  a
single, quick line. Is the
fish  swimming
u p w a r d s ?  I s  t h e
dolphin  arching  its
back?  This  initial  line,

called  a  gesture  line,
w i l l  m a k e  y o u r
drawings feel alive and
dynamic.  Finally,  do
n o t  b e  a f r a i d  t o
exaggerate.  When
drawing  easy  sea
animals  to  draw ,
m a k i n g  t h e  e y e s
bigger ,  the  colors
brighter,  or  the  fins
larger often results in a
much  more  appealing
a n d  e x p r e s s i v e
drawing. This is called
stylization,  and it  is  a
powerful  tool  in  any
artist's arsenal.

INCLUDING YOUR
DRAWINGS IN A
SCENE

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
m a s t e r e d  a  f e w
individual animals, the
next logical  step is  to
combine  them  into  a
single  scene.  Drawing
a background is easier
than you think. Start at
the top of  your paper
by drawing a wavy line
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t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e surface  of  the  water.
Below that,


