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MASTERING THE
ACSI SPELLING BEE
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GUIDE FOR
STUDENTS AND
EDUCATORS

Spelling bees are more
than just competitions;
they  are  celebrations
of language, discipline,
a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l
growth.  For  students
enrolled  in  schools
affiliated  with  the
Association of Christian
Schools  International,
the  ACSI  Spelling  Bee
r e p r e s e n t s  a

prestigious opportunity
to  showcase  linguistic
skills,  build confidence,
and develop a lifelong
love for words. At the
h e a r t  o f  t h i s
competition  lies  the
ACSI  Spelling  Bee
Word  List  2020 ,  a
care fu l ly  curated
collection  of  words
designed  to  challenge
and inspire participants
f r o m  e l e m e n t a r y
through middle school.
Whether  you  are  a
student  preparing  for
the school-level bee, a
parent supporting your
child,  or  an  educator
guiding a classroom of
e a g e r  l e a r n e r s ,
understanding  the
structure  and  content
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of  th is  word  l is t  is
e s s e n t i a l .  T h i s
comprehensive  article
explores  everything
you  need  to  know
about the ACSI Spelling
Bee  Word  List  2020,
including  how  it  is
organized,  effective
study  strategies,  and
how to make the most
o f  t h i s  v a l u a b l e
resource  for  spelling
bee  preparation.

WHAT IS THE ACSI
SPELLING BEE?

The  Association  of
Chr is t ian  Schools
International hosts one
of the largest and most
respected spelling bee
programs in the United
States and around the
world.  Participating
schools from the ACSI
network compete in  a
structured  series  of
spel l ing  bees  that
begin at the classroom
level  and  progress  to
regional,  state,  and

eventually  national
championships.  The
ACSI  Spel l ing  Bee
emphasizes  not  only
accurate  spelling  but
a l s o  c h a r a c t e r
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
perseverance,  and
academic  excellence.
The  ACSI  Spelling
Bee Word List 2020
serves  as  the  official
source  of  words  for
these  competitions
during  that  academic
y e a r ,  e n s u r i n g
c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d
fairness  across  al l
participating schools.
Unl ike  some  other
spelling bee programs,
A C S I  i n t e g r a t e s
Christian values into its
mission,  encouraging
students  to  strive  for
their  personal  best
while  supporting  their
peers.  The  word  list
reflects  a  balance  of
c o m m o n l y  u s e d
vocabulary  and  more
challenging terms that
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require  students  to
apply  phonics  rules,
unde r s tand  wo rd
origins,  and  recognize
patterns in the English
language.  This  makes
the  ACSI  Spelling  Bee
Word  L ist  2020  an
exce l lent  too l  fo r
general  vocabulary
development,  even
b e y o n d  t h e
competition  itself.

HOW THE ACSI
SPELLING BEE
WORD LIST 2020 IS
ORGANIZED

The  ACSI  Spelling
Bee Word List 2020
i s  s t r u c t u r e d  t o
accommodate students
from  multiple  grade
l e v e l s ,  t y p i c a l l y
ranging  from  first
through  eighth  grade.
The list is divided into
proficiency  levels,
often  categorized  by
difficulty  and  grade
appropriateness.  For
example,  beginning

s p e l l e r s  i n  l o w e r
elementary  grades
encounter  shorter,
more  phonetical ly
regular  words,  while
upper-grade  students
face  mult isyl labic
words  with  complex
spelling patterns, silent
letters, and roots from
Latin,  Greek,  French,
and  other  languages.
Each word in the ACSI
Spelling Bee Word List
2020 is selected based
on  its  relevance  to
academic curricula and
its potential to appear
in  real-world  reading
and  writing  contexts.
The list includes nouns,
verbs,  adjectives,  and
adverbs,  providing  a
w e l l - r o u n d e d
vocabulary experience.
Some words are drawn
from  across  subject
areas such as science,
history,  literature,  and
mathematics,  helping
s t u d e n t s  m a k e
connections  between
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spelling  and  broader
knowledge.

Grade-
Level
Breakdow
ns
W h i l e  t h e  e x a c t
composition  of  the
ACSI Spelling Bee Word
List  2020  may  vary
slightly  by region,  the
genera l  s t ructure
follows a tiered format.
Primary-level  words
(grades  1–3)  focus  on
common  sight  words,
simple vowel patterns,
and consonant blends.
I n te rmed ia te - l eve l
words  (grades  4–5)
i n t r o d u c e  m o r e
advanced  concepts
such  as  prefixes,
suffixes,  and
h o m o p h o n e s .
Advanced-level  words

(grades  6–8)  include
challenging vocabulary
that  tests  a  student's
ab i l i t y  t o  decode
unfamiliar terms using
e t y m o l o g y  a n d
m o r p h o l o g i c a l
awareness.
Educators and parents
should  note  that  the
ACSI Spelling Bee Word
List 2020 is not static;
it evolves each year to
reflect  changes  in
language  usage  and
educational  standards.
The  2020  ed i t ion ,
however,  remains  a
valuable  reference  for
understanding  the
types  of  words  that
a p p e a r  i n  A C S I
competitions  and  for
practicing spelling bee
fundamentals.

WHY THE ACSI
SPELLING BEE
WORD LIST 2020
MATTERS FOR
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STUDENTS

Par t ic ipat ing  in  a
spelling  bee  is  about
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n
memorizing words. The
ACSI  Spelling  Bee
W o r d  L i s t  2 0 2 0
provides  a  structured
pathway  for  students
t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r
vocabulary,  improve
r e a d i n g
comprehension,  and
d e v e l o p  c r i t i c a l
thinking  skills.  When
students  study  the
word list, they learn to
analyze word structure,
recognize  spell ing
patterns,  and  apply
rules  of  phonics  and
morphology.  These
skills  transfer  directly
to  academic  writing,
standardized  testing,
a n d  e v e r y d a y
communication.
Moreover,  the  ACSI
Spelling  Bee fosters  a
g r o w t h  m i n d s e t .
Students  who  engage

with the word list learn
that  persistence  and
dedicated practice lead
to  improvement.  Even
if  a  student  does  not
win  the  competition,
the process of studying
the  ACSI  Spelling  Bee
Word List  2020 builds
resilience  and  self-
discipline. Many former
s p e l l i n g  b e e
participants credit their
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
b o o s t i n g  t h e i r
confidence  and
preparing  them  for
f u t u r e  a c a d e m i c
challenges,  including
co l l ege  en t rance
exams  and  pub l i c
speaking.

EFFECTIVE
STRATEGIES FOR
STUDYING THE
ACSI SPELLING BEE
WORD LIST 2020

To  make  the  most  of
the  ACSI  Spelling
Bee Word List 2020,
s t u d e n t s  n e e d  a
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s y s t e m a t i c  a n d
engaging  approach  to
s t u d y .  R o t e
memorization  alone  is
rarely  sufficient,
especially  for  more
difficult words. Instead,
a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t
leverage  mult ip le
learning  styles  yields
the best results. Below
are  several  proven
s t r a t e g i e s  f o r
mastering  the  word
list.

Break
Words
into
Syllables
and

Morphem
es
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to  learn
a new word is to break
it  into  its  component
par ts .  Encourage
students  to  clap  out
syllables  and  identify
prefixes,  suffixes,  and
r o o t  w o r d s .  F o r
example,  the  word
unbelievable  can  be
divided  into  un-  (prefix
meaning  not),  believe
(root),  and -able  (suffix
meaning  capable  of).
Understanding  the
meaning of these parts
helps  students  spell
the word correctly and
remember  it  longer.
The ACSI Spelling Bee
W o r d  L i s t  2 0 2 0
includes  many  words
that  lend  themselves
to  this  morphological
approach.
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Use
Visual
and
Auditory
Aids
Flashcards  remain  a
classic  study  tool  for
good  reason.  Create
flashcards  for  each
word  from  the  ACSI
Spelling Bee Word List
2020, with the word on
o n e  s i d e  a n d  t h e
definition and a sample
sentence on the other.
Use the cards for self-
quizzing  and  review
sessions.  Additionally,
saying the word aloud
w h i l e  s p e l l i n g  i t
engages  aud i tory
memory. Recording the
words and listening to
them during downtime
can  reinforce  learning

in a low-pressure way.

Practice
Writing in
Context
Spe l l i ng  words  in
isolation  is  important,
but  us ing  them  in
sentences  deepens
understanding.  Ask
s tudents  to  wr i te
original  sentences  or
short paragraphs using
words  from  the  ACSI
Spelling Bee Word List
2020. This practice not
only reinforces correct
spe l l i ng  bu t  a l so
improves  grammar,
punctuat ion ,  and
overall  writing  fluency.
For  younger  students,
drawing a picture that
represents  the  word
c a n  b e  a  f u n
alternative.
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Simulate
the Bee
Experienc

e
One  of  the  biggest
challenges in a spelling
bee is the pressure of
spelling in front  of  an
audience.  To  prepare,
hold  mock  spell ing
bees at home or in the
classroom.  Use  words
from the ACSI Spelling
Bee  Word  List  2020
and  follow  official  bee
rules,  including asking
for  definitions,
language of origin, and
use in a sentence. This
s imu la t i on  he lps
s tudents  become
comfortable  with  the
format  and  reduces
anxiety on competition
day.

Focus on
Commonl
y
Misspelle
d Words
Every  spel l ing  bee
word  l is t  contains
certain  words  that
consistently  trip  up
contestants.  The  ACSI
Spelling Bee Word List
2020  is  no  exception.
Words  w i th  s i lent
letters  (like  knight  or
psychology),  words
with double letters (like
a c c o m m o d a t e  o r
embarrass), and words
with  irregular  vowel
patterns (like weird  or
receive)  deserve extra
attention.  Create  a
separate  list  of  these
t r i c k y  w o r d s  a n d
review  them  daily.
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HOW EDUCATORS
AND PARENTS CAN
SUPPORT
SPELLERS

The  role  of  teachers
and parents in spelling
bee preparation cannot
be  overstated.  When
students  know  they
have  a  support ive
team  behind  them,
they are more likely to
stay  motivated  and
engaged.  Here  are
some practical ways to
suppor t  s tudents
working with the ACSI
Spelling  Bee  Word
List  2020.

Create a
Positive
Learning
Environm

ent
M a k e  s t u d y i n g  a
positive and enjoyable
experience rather than
a  chore.  Celebrate
small victories, such as
m a s t e r i n g  a
particularly  difficult
word  or  improving  a
personal  best  score.
Use games like spelling
bingo,  word  searches,
or online quiz platforms
t o  a d d  v a r i e t y  t o
practice  sessions.  The
ACSI Spelling Bee Word
L i s t  2 0 2 0  c a n  b e
turned  into  a  board
game  where  students
move  forward  each
time they spell a word
correctly.

Encourag
e
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Consisten
t Practice
Short,  frequent  study
sessions  are  more
effective  than  long,
infrequent  ones.  Aim
for 15 to 20 minutes of
f o c u s e d  s p e l l i n g
practice  each  day.
Spaced  repetit ion,
where students review
words  at  increasing
intervals, is a research-
backed  method  that
h e l p s  t r a n s f e r
information from short-
term  to  long-term
m e m o r y .  U s e  a
calendar  to  schedule
review sessions for the
ACSI Spelling Bee Word
List 2020 leading up to
the competition.

Connect

Words to
Real Life
Point  out  words  from
the  ACSI  Spelling  Bee
Word  List  2020  when
they appear  in  books,
articles,  conversations,
or  even  on  signs  and
menus. This contextual
reinforcement  shows
students  that  spelling
i s  not  an  i so la ted
academic exercise but
a  practical  skill  used
every  day.  Discuss
w o r d  o r i g i n s  a n d
interesting facts about
the  words  to  spark
curiosity  and  deeper
engagement.

SAMPLE WORDS
FROM THE ACSI
SPELLING BEE
WORD LIST 2020

While  the  ful l  ACSI
Spelling Bee Word List
2020  is  extensive,
e x a m i n i n g  a  f e w
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representative  words
from each grade level
can give you a better
sense of the range and
difficulty.  Below  are
sample  words  that
reflect  the  types  of
vocabulary included in
the list.

Lower
Elementa
ry
(Grades
1–3)

apple – a
common fruit;
teaches short
vowel sounds
happy – a
feeling of joy;
demonstrates
the doubling rule
for y
splash – a verb

with a consonant
blend; reinforces
s plus consonant
patterns
beautiful –
introduces the
eau pattern and
silent letters

Intermedi
ate
Elementa
ry
(Grades
4–5)

knowledge – a
noun with a
silent k; common
in academic
contexts
immediately –
an adverb with a
prefix and suffix;
teaches syllable
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division
rhythm – a word
with no vowels in
the traditional
sense; tests
auditory memory
acquire – a verb
with a qu
digraph;
reinforces silent
letters

Middle
School
(Grades
6–8)

phenomenon –
a noun of Greek
origin; teaches
ph for f and
unusual plural
forms
sophisticated –
an adjective with
multiple affixes;
demonstrates

complex
morphology
unquestionable
– a word with a
prefix and suffix;
tests root word
recognition
camouflage – a
word of French
origin; teaches
silent e and soft
g

T h e s e  e x a m p l e s
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e
progress ion  f rom
s i m p l e  p h o n e t i c
s p e l l i n g  t o  m o r e
complex  etymological
understanding that the
ACSI Spelling Bee Word
List 2020 offers.

THE LASTING
IMPACT OF
SPELLING BEE
PARTICIPATION

Students  who  engage
deeply  with  the  ACSI
Spelling  Bee  Word
List  2020  often  find
that  the  benefits
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extend far beyond the
competition  itself.
Spelling bees nurture a
reverence for language
and  a  curiosity  about
words  that  can  last  a
l i f e t i m e .  M a n y
successful  spellers  go
on to excel in writing,
reading,  and  verbal
communication,  and
some  even  pursue
careers  in  linguistics,
educat ion ,  o r  law
w h e r e  p r e c i s e
l a n g u a g e  u s e  i s
paramount.
Furthermore,  the  ACSI
S p e l l i n g  B e e
experience  teaches

important  life  lessons
about  goal  setting,
time management, and
graceful  competition.
Students  learn  that
w i n n i n g  i s  n o t
everything  and  that
every misspelled word
is  an  opportunity  to
learn  and  grow.  The
ACSI  Spelling  Bee
Word List 2020 is not
merely a list  of words
to  memorize;  it  is  a
gateway  to  a  richer
vocabulary,  a  sharper
mind,  and  a  broader
understanding  of  the
English  language.


