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INTRODUCTION TO
THE PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT AND
THE IMPORTANCE
OF A DEDICATED
STUDY GUIDE

Becoming  a  qualified
paraprofessional  is  a
rewarding step into the
world of education. For
many aspiring teacher
a s s i s t a n t s ,  t h e
Parapro Assessment
serves as the gateway
to  certification  and
employment in schools
across  the  Uni ted
States.  Administered
b y  E T S ,  t h i s

assessment  measures
your foundational skills
in reading, writing, and
math,  as well  as your
ability  to  apply  those
skills in an instructional
support role. If you are
preparing  to  take  this
important  exam,  you
have  l i ke l y  come
a c r o s s  t h e  t e r m
Parapro Assessment
Study  Guide  2021.
While the test itself has
rema ined  la rge ly
consistent,  the  study
materials  released  in
2021 offer some of the
m o s t  u p - t o - d a t e
strategies,  practice
questions, and content
reviews  designed  to
help  you  succeed.
In  this  article,  we will
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explore everything you
need  to  know  about
u s i n g  a  Parapro
Assessment  Study
G u i d e  2 0 2 1
effectively.  We  will
discuss what the exam
c o v e r s ,  w h y  a
specialized study guide
i s  v i t a l ,  h o w  t o
s t r u c t u r e  y o u r
preparation,  and  what
key  skills  you  should
focus on. Whether you
are  a  first-time  test
taker  o r  someone
looking  to  retake  the
exam with  a  stronger
s t r a t e g y ,
understanding  how  to
leverage a high-quality
study guide can make
the difference between
p a s s i n g  w i t h
confidence  and
struggling on test day.

WHAT IS THE
PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT?

T h e  P a r a p r o
A s s e s s m e n t  i s  a

standardized  exam
deve loped  by  the
Educational  Testing
Service (ETS). It is used
b y  m a n y  s c h o o l
distr icts  and  state
education  agencies  to
determine  whether  a
paraprofessional meets
the  qualifications  set
by  the  No  Child  Left
Behind Act (now under
E S S A ) .  T h e  t e s t
consists  of  around  90
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions, and you are
given  two  and  a  half
hours  to  complete  it.
The content is divided
into  three  primary
areas:

Reading (30
questions): This
section assesses
your ability to
understand and
analyze written
passages,
including main
ideas, vocabulary
in context, and
inferential
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comprehension.
Mathematics
(30 questions):
You will be
tested on
number sense,
algebra,
geometry,
measurement,
data analysis,
and basic
problem-solving
skills. The
emphasis is on
applied
mathematics
rather than
abstract theory.
Writing (30
questions): This
section covers
grammar,
punctuation,
sentence
structure, and
the ability to
organize written
information
clearly. You will
also need to
identify errors
and improve

written passages.

T h e  r e m a i n i n g
questions  are  field-test
items that do not count
toward your score. The
passing score varies by
state or school district,
so  it  is  essential  to
c h e c k  y o u r  l o c a l
requirements.  Most
jurisdictions  set  the
p a s s i n g  s c o r e  a t
around 460 out of 490,
but this can differ.

WHY YOU NEED A
PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT
STUDY GUIDE 2021

M a n y  t e s t  t a k e r s
assume that  they can
rely  solely  on  their
existing  knowledge  or
g e n e r a l  s t u d y
resources.  However,
t h e  P a r a p r o
Assessment  is  unique
in  i ts  focus  on  the
specific  skills  required
for  classroom support.
A  dedicated  Parapro



4

4 Parapro Assessment Study Guide
2021

2025-05-18

Assessment  Study
Guide  2021  provides
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
advantages:

Targeted
Content
Review
The 2021 edition of the
study guide aligns with
the  most  recent  test
specifications.  It
inc ludes  updated
practice questions that
mirror  the  current
format  and difficulty  of
the  actual  exam.  This
targeted  review  saves
y o u  t i m e  b y
concentrating  only  on
what is likely to appear
on the test, rather than
gener ic  academic
content.

Practice
Tests and
Answer
Explanati
ons
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
valuable features of  a
good study guide is the
inclusion  of  full-length
practice  tests.  The
2021  guides  often
come with two or three
complete exams, along
with  detailed  answer
explanations.  These
explanations  help  you
understand  not  just
w h i c h  a n s w e r  i s
correct,  but  why  the
other  opt ions  a re
wrong, reinforcing your
c o n c e p t u a l
understanding.
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Test-
Taking
Strategie
s
A  quality  study  guide
will also teach you how
t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e
Parapro  Assessment
st rateg ica l ly .  For
example, you will learn
t ime  management
techniques  for  a  150-
minute  exam,  how  to
e l i m i n a t e  w r o n g
answers  quickly,  and
how to avoid common
traps in the math and
writing  sections.  The
2 0 2 1  g u i d e s
incorporate  feedback
from  previous  test
t a k e r s  a n d  E T S
updates, making these
s t r a t e g i e s  m o r e
relevant  than  older
editions.

Confidenc
e Building
S t u d y i n g  w i t h  a
s t ruc tu red  gu ide
reduces anxiety. When
you know exactly what
to  expect  and  have
p r a c t i c e d  u n d e r
simulated  conditions,
you will  walk  into  the
testing center (or log in
to the online proctored
version)  with  greater
self-assurance.  The
Parapro Assessment
Study Guide 2021  is
designed to build that
confidence  through
progressive  difficulty
and  comprehensive
coverage.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF AN EFFECTIVE
PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT
STUDY GUIDE 2021

Not  all  study  guides
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are  created  equal.  To
ensure you are using a
reliable  resource,  look
f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
components  in  your
c h o s e n  P a r a p r o
Assessment  Study
Guide  2021:

Complete
Content
Outlines
The  gu ide  shou ld
p r o v i d e  a  c l e a r
overview of every topic
tested.  For  reading,
t h a t  i n c l u d e s
identifying main ideas,
making  inferences,
understanding author's
p u r p o s e ,  a n d
vocabulary  in  context.
For  math,  it  should
c o v e r  n u m b e r
operations,  algebraic
expressions,  geometry
f o r m u l a s ,  d a t a
interpretation,  and

probability. For writing,
i t  s h o u l d  r e v i e w
g r a m m a r  r u l e s ,
punctuation,  sentence
c o m b i n i n g ,  a n d
p a r a g r a p h
organization.

Diagnosti
c Pre-Test
M a n y  2 0 2 1  s t u d y
g u i d e s  i n c l u d e  a
diagnostic  test  at  the
beginning.  Taking  this
test  before  you  start
studying  reveals  your
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.  You  can
then focus your limited
study  t ime  on  the
areas where you need
the most improvement,
rather  than  wasting
hours on concepts you
already know.
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Bite-Sized
Lessons
Effective  study  guides
b r e a k  d o w n
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o
manageable  sections.
I n s t e a d  o f
overwhelming you with
large  chapters,  they
offer  short  lessons
f o l l o w e d  b y  q u i z
questions. This spaced
repetition  approach
enhances  retention
and  makes  studying
less  tedious.

Full-
Length
Practice
Tests

with
Timed
Condition
s
Look  for  a  guide  that
offers  at  least  two
practice tests that you
can  take  under  timed
conditions.  Simulating
t h e  r e a l  t e s t
environment helps you
build  endurance  and
get  comfortable  with
the  pacing.  The  2021
edition  should  reflect
any recent changes in
ques t i on  s ty le  o r
format.

Online
Resource
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s and
Updates
In today's digital world,
many  study  guides
come  w i th  on l i ne
a c c e s s  c o d e s  f o r
additional  practice
questions,  flashcards,
or even video tutorials.
The  best  Parapro
Assessment  Study
Guide  2021  will  offer
a combination of print
and online tools to suit
different  learning
styles.

HOW TO USE YOUR
PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT
STUDY GUIDE 2021
EFFECTIVELY

Having  a  great  study
guide  is  only  half  the
battle. You need to use
it strategically. Here is
a step-by-step plan to
m a x i m i z e  y o u r

preparation:

Step 1:
Take a
Diagnosti
c Test
Before  you  dive  into
the  content,  take  the
diagnostic test in your
study  guide.  Do  not
worry about the score
at  this  point.  Instead,
note  which  sections
you  performed  poorly
on.  This  will  be  your
roadmap.

Step 2:
Schedule
Your
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Study
Time
Most people need 4 to
6  weeks  of  focused
s t u d y  t o  p r e p a r e
adequately.  Set  aside
at  least  an hour each
day, or two hours three
t i m e s  a  w e e k .
Consistency  is  more
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n
cramming.  Use  your
study  guide  to  plan
weekly topics based on
your diagnostic results.

Step 3:
Read and
Practice
in Small

Chunks
Work  through  each
lesson  in  the  guide
sequentially.  After
each lesson,  complete
the  practice  questions
immediately.  Do  not
skip  the  explanations,
even for questions you
got  right.  Reviewing
why other answers are
wrong  solidifies  your
understanding.

Step 4:
Focus on
Weak
Areas
I f  your  d iagnost ic
s h o w e d  t h a t  y o u
struggle  with  fractions
and  decimals,  spend
extra time on the math
s e c t i o n .  U s e  t h e
guide's  addit ional
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online  resources  for
m o r e  p r a c t i c e .
Similarly,  if  writing
m e c h a n i c s  a r e  a
challenge,  dedicate
sessions  to  grammar
drills.

Step 5:
Take Full-
Length
Practice
Tests
After you have covered
all the content, take a
full-length practice test
u n d e r  t i m e d
conditions.  Review
y o u r  a n s w e r s
thoroughly.  Identify
any  remaining  gaps
and  rev i s i t  those
chapters.  Then take a
second practice test a
few  days  before  your
actual exam.

Step 6:
Review
Test-
Taking
Strategie
s
In  the  final  week,
review  the  test-taking
t ips  in  your  s tudy
guide.  Practice  pacing
y o u r s e l f ,  u s i n g
elimination  strategies,
and staying calm. The
2021  guides  often
include  specific  advice
for the computer-based
version  of  the  test,
such as how to use the
on-screen calculator (if
permitted) and how to
navigate the interface.
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ESSENTIAL TOPICS
COVERED IN THE
PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT

STUDY GUIDE 2021

To give  you a  clearer
picture, here are some
of the most important
t o p i c s  y o u  w i l l
encoun te r  i n  any
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Parapro Assessment
Study Guide 2021:

Reading
Compreh
ension
Strategie
s

Identifying the
main idea and
supporting
details
Understanding

the author's
purpose and tone
Making logical
inferences and
drawing
conclusions
Vocabulary in
context (using
context clues)
Analyzing text
structure
(cause/effect,
compare/contras
t, sequence)

Mathema
tics Skills

Number sense:
place value,
rounding,
estimation,
fractions,
decimals,
percents
Arithmetic
operations:
addition,
subtraction,
multiplication,
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division of whole
numbers,
fractions,
decimals
Basic algebra:
evaluating
expressions,
solving simple
equations,
patterns
Geometry: lines,
angles, area,
perimeter,
volume of basic
shapes
Measurement:
units of length,
weight, capacity,
time
Data analysis:
interpreting bar
graphs, line
graphs, pie
charts, tables;
mean, median,
mode, range
Probability:
simple
probability, odds,
combinations
(basic)

Writing
and
Language
Skills

Grammar:
subject-verb
agreement,
pronoun-
antecedent
agreement, verb
tenses
Punctuation:
commas,
periods,
semicolons,
apostrophes,
quotation marks
Sentence
structure:
fragments, run-
ons, parallelism,
coordination and
subordination
Usage:
commonly
confused words
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(their/there/they'
re, its/it's,
affect/effect)
Organization:
topic sentences,
transitions,
paragraph unity
Editing and
revision:
recognizing
errors in writing,
improving clarity
and correctness

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
STUDYING FOR
THE PARAPRO
ASSESSMENT

Even  w i th  a  g reat
s tudy  gu ide ,  tes t
takers  often  fall  into
traps.  Here  are  some
pitfalls  to  watch  out
for:

Neglecting the
writing section.
Many people
focus heavily on
math and

reading because
they seem more
challenging. But
the writing
section can be
tricky, especially
if you are not a
native English
speaker. Allocate
equal study time
to all three
sections.
Memorizing
formulas
without
understanding.
The math section
tests application,
not rote memory.
Make sure you
know why a
formula works,
not just what it
is.
Skipping the
answer
explanations.
Reading
explanations
even for correct
answers
reinforces
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learning. In the
2021 study
guides,
explanations
often include tips
and alternative
methods.
Not simulating
test conditions.
Studying in a
quiet room with a
timer is crucial.
The real test
environment can
be distracting, so
practice focusing
under pressure.
Cramming the
night before.
Sleep is essential
for cognitive
function. Use
your study guide
consistently in
the weeks
leading up to the
exam, not just
the day before.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES TO

COMPLEMENT
YOUR STUDY
GUIDE

W h i l e  a  Parapro
Assessment  Study
Guide  2021  i s  an
excel lent  pr imary
resource,  you  can
e n h a n c e  y o u r
preparation with a few
supplementary tools:

ETS Official
Website: The
test maker
provides sample
questions, test
descriptions, and
sometimes a free
interactive
practice test.
This is the most
authoritative
source for
understanding
the test
structure.
Online
Flashcards:
Websites like
Quizlet have
user-created
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flashcards for
Parapro
vocabulary and
math concepts.
Use them for
quick, portable
review.
Local
Community
College
Tutoring: Some
colleges offer
free or low-cost
tutoring for
aspiring
paraprofessional
s. A tutor can
help you work
through difficult
concepts from
your study guide.
Study Groups:
Joining a study
group (in person

or online) can
provide
motivation and
diverse
perspectives on
tricky questions.
Discussing
answer
explanations with
peers deepens
understanding.

CONCLUSION

Prepar ing  fo r  the
Parapro  Assessment
does  not  have  to  be
overwhelming.  With
the right tool, such as a
re l i ab le  Parapro
Assessment  Study
Guide 2021,  you can
systematically  build
the  skills  needed  to
excel on the


