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SPACE CHIMPS 2: ZARTOG
STRIKES BACK – A DEEPER LOOK
AT THE ANIMATED SEQUEL

In the vast universe of animated family
films,  few  titles  capture  the  whimsical
spirit of space exploration quite like the
Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back
sequel. Released in 2010 as a direct-to-
video  follow-up  to  the  2008  original

Space  Chimps,  this  film  continues  the
intergalactic  adventures  of  a  team  of
trained chimpanzee astronauts. While it
may  not  have  received  the  theatrical
fanfare  of  its  predecessor,  Space
Chimps  2  Zartog  Strikes  Back  offers
a  distinct  blend  of  comedy,  science
fiction,  and  character-driven  storytelling
that deserves a closer examination. This
article  will  explore  the  film's  plot,  its
animation  style,  the  voice  cast,  its
critical reception, and its enduring place
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within  the  landscape  of  children's
entertainment.

The Premise: A
New Threat from
an Old Nemesis
The story of Space Chimps 2 Zartog
Strikes Back picks up shortly after the
events of the first film. Our hero, Ham III,
a  cocky  but  good-hearted  chimpanzee
voiced  by  Andy  Samberg,  has  settled
into a comfortable life as a celebrated
ast ronaut .  A longs ide  h is  loya l
companions—the  brave  and  level-
headed  Luna  (Cheryl  Hines)  and  the
tech-savvy, slightly neurotic Titan—Ham

enjoys the perks of fame. However, their
peace is shattered when an old enemy
resurfaces.  Zartog,  the  villainous  alien
scientist from the distant planet Malgor,
escapes from the prison colony where he
was  banished.  Now,  Zartog  is  more
determined  than  ever  to  conquer  the
galaxy,  and  he  has  a  new,  diabolical
scheme that involves creating an army
of  mind-controlled  creatures.  The  film's
central  conflict  revolves around whether
Ham III can overcome his own ego and
lead  his  team  to  stop  Zartog  before
interstellar chaos ensues.

Character
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Development
and New

Additions
One of the strengths of Space Chimps
2 Zartog Strikes Back is its focus on
character growth. Ham III,  who initially
enjoys  his  celebrity  status  a  bit  too
much,  is  forced  to  confront  his  own
selfishness.  The  film  cleverly  uses  his
character arc to teach young audiences
about responsibility, teamwork, and the
importance  of  humility.  Alongside  the
returning  cast,  the  sequel  introduces
several new characters that add depth to
the narrative. A notable addition is the
character of Kilowatt, a hyper-intelligent

female  chimpanzee  with  a  knack  for
engineering.  She  serves  as  a  foil  to
Titan, often outperforming him with her
technical  skills.  Furthermore,  the  film
expands  on  the  character  of  Zartog
himself,  giving  him  a  slightly  more
comedic edge while maintaining his role
as  a  credible  threat.  The  interplay
between these characters ensures that
the  plot  of  Space Chimps 2  Zartog
Strikes Back remains engaging for both
children and adults watching along.

Animation and
Visual Style
Produced  by  Prana  Studios  and
distributed by 20th Century Fox Home
Entertainment,  Space  Chimps  2
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Zartog Strikes Back utilizes computer-
generated  animation  that,  while  not
breaking  new  ground,  is  competently
executed.  The  visual  style  is  bright,
colorful,  and  designed  to  appeal  to  a
younger  demographic.  The  character
models  are  expressive,  allowing  the
chimpanzees to convey a wide range of
emotions from fear to excitement. The
environments,  ranging  from  the  sleek
corridors  of  the  space  station  to  the
rugged, alien landscapes of Malgor, are
rendered  with  sufficient  detail  to  create
an immersive experience. While critics of
the  sequel  often  point  out  that  the
animation does not match the quality of
major  theatrical  releases  from  studios
like Pixar or DreamWorks, it is important
to note that Space Chimps 2 Zartog
Strikes Back was produced for a direct-

to-video  market,  where  budgetary
constraints are more pronounced. For its
intended  format,  the  animation  is
serviceable  and  effectively  supports  the
story.

Voice Cast and
Performances
The  vocal  performances  in  Space
Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back are a
mixed  bag  of  professional  consistency
and missed opportunities. Andy Samberg
returns  as  Ham III,  bringing  the  same
irreverent  charm  that  defined  the
character  in  the  original.  Cheryl  Hines
provides a reliable performance as Luna,
grounding the more outlandish moments
with  her  sensible  tone.  John  Michael
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Higgins  steps  into  the  role  of  Zartog,
delivering lines with a theatrical villainy
that  fits  the  character's  larger-than-life
persona. However, a notable change is
the recasting of Titan's voice. The role,
originally played by Patrick Warburton, is
taken over by Jeff Bennett in the sequel.
Warburton's distinctive deadpan delivery
was  a  highlight  of  the  first  film,  and  his
absence  is  felt  in  Space  Chimps  2
Zartog  Strikes  Back.  Despite  this,
Bennett does a commendable job, and
the rest of the cast, including Jane Lynch
as  the  stern  Senator ,  per forms
adequately to keep the dialogue flowing
naturally.

Critical
Reception and
Commercial
Performance
Upon  its  release,  Space  Chimps  2
Zartog Strikes Back  received largely
negative  reviews  from  professional
critics. Many argued that the film felt like
a  rehash  of  the  first  movie,  lacking  the
novelty and charm that had made the
original  a  moderate  success.  Review
aggregators like Rotten Tomatoes noted
the film's  simplistic  plot  and reliance on
slapstick humor. However, it is crucial to
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separate critical reception from audience
r e c e p t i o n .  A m o n g  i t s  t a r g e t
demographic—children  aged  6  to
10—the  film  found  a  reasonable
audience. The direct-to-video market is
often less scrutinized by critics and more
driven by the buying habits of parents
seeking  affordable  entertainment  for
their kids. Commercially, Space Chimps
2  Zartog  Strikes  Back  performed
adequately, generating enough revenue
through DVD and digital sales to justify
its  existence.  It  holds  a  place  in  the
catalog  of  early  2010s  animated  films
that are now considered nostalgic gems
by the generation that grew up watching
them.

Themes and
Educational
Value
Beneath its lighthearted exterior, Space
Chimps  2  Zartog  Strikes  Back
explores  several  themes  that  are
valuable  for  young  viewers.  The  most
prominent  theme is  the importance of
teamwork. Ham III learns that he cannot
succeed alone and that each member of
the  team brings  a  unique  skill  to  the
table. This is reinforced through the plot,
where the chimps must coordinate their
efforts  to  dismantle  Zartog's  mind-
control  device.  Another  theme  is  the
danger of unchecked ambition. Zartog's



Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back 7

7

desire for power ultimately leads to his
downfal l ,  a  classic  moral  lesson
presented  in  an  accessible  way.
Additionally,  the  film  touches  on  the
value  of  science  and  technology.
Characters like Titan and Kilowatt solve
problems through logic and engineering,
promoting STEM interests. In this sense,
Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back
is more than just a silly cartoon; it serves
as  a  vehicle  for  subtle  educational
content  wrapped  in  an  entertaining
package.

Comparison with

the Original Film
When  discussing  Space  Chimps  2
Zartog Strikes Back, it is inevitable to
compare  it  to  its  predecessor.  The
original  Space  Chimps  (2008)  had  the
advantage of a theatrical release and a
more  polished  script.  It  introduced
audiences  to  the  unique  concept  of
chimpanzees  trained  for  space  travel
and featured a more coherent narrative
arc.  The  sequel,  by  contrast,  feels
slightly rushed in its pacing. The humor
is more reliant on physical comedy and
less  on  witty  dialogue.  However,  the
sequel  does  have  its  own  merits.  It
expands the universe by introducing new
planets and technologies. It also allows
supporting characters like Titan and the
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new arrival Kilowatt to have more screen
time. For fans who enjoyed the first film,
Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back
provides a familiar yet slightly expanded
experience.  It  is  a  continuation  that
stays true to the spirit  of  the original,
even if it does not surpass it in quality.

The Legacy of
the Space
Chimps
Franchise
The Space Chimps  franchise,  including
Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back,
occupies a niche in animation history. It

is  not  a  groundbreaking  series,  but  it
represents  a  specific  era  of  direct-to-
video filmmaking that thrived in the late
2000s  and  early  2010s.  During  this
period, studios produced a high volume
of sequels to capitalize on recognizable
intellectual  properties.  While  these films
rarely  achieved  critical  acclaim,  they
served  an  important  function  in  the
home entertainment market.  For many
families,  renting  or  buying  a  DVD  of
Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back
was  a  weekend  ritual.  The  franchise's
legacy  is  therefore  tied  to  nostalgia.
Children  who  watched  these  films  in
their youth now look back on them with
affection.  The  characters,  the  silly
humor,  and  the  space  adventures
remain fond memories. In this way, the
film  has  achieved  a  form  of  cultural
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relevance  that  transcends  its  initial
critical  dismissal.

Lessons for
Aspiring
Animators and
Filmmakers
For  s tudents  o f  an imat ion  and
independent filmmakers, Space Chimps
2  Zartog  Strikes  Back  offers  several
lessons.  First,  it  demonstrates  how  to
produce  content  wi th in  budget
constraints.  The  film  uses  limited
character  models  and  reuses  assets
efficiently,  a  common  practice  in  the

indust ry .  Second,  i t  shows  the
importance of a strong voice cast. Even
when the animation is simple, talented
voice  actors  can  elevate  the  material.
Andy Samberg's performance in Space
Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes Back  is  a
prime  example  of  how  charisma  can
carry a scene. Third, the film teaches the
value  of  understanding  your  audience.
The filmmakers  knew they were  making
a movie for children, and they tailored
the content  accordingly.  The humor  is
broad,  the  conflicts  are  simple,  and  the
resolution is satisfying. This clear focus
on the target demographic is a lesson in
efficient content creation. While aspiring
animators may look to Pixar for artistic
inspiration,  they  can  look  to  films  like
this  for  practical  lessons in  production
management.
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Where to Watch
and Cultural
Availability
For  those  interested  in  revisiting  or
discovering  Space  Chimps  2  Zartog
Strikes  Back,  the  film  is  available  on
various digital platforms. It can be found
on  Amazon  Prime  Video,  iTunes,  and
Google Play, often as part of a bundle
with the original movie. Physical copies
are  stil l  available  through  online
retailers,  though  they  are  becoming
increasingly  scarce.  The  film's
availability  on  streaming  services  has
introduced  it  to  a  new  generation  of
viewers,  allowing  the  franchise  to

maintain a modest presence in popular
culture.  For  parents  looking  for  a
lighthearted,  safe  animated  movie  for
their children, Space Chimps 2 Zartog
Strikes Back remains a viable option. It
contains  no  offensive  content,  promotes
pos i t ive  va lues ,  and  runs  for  a
manageable 75 minutes, making it easy
to fit into a family movie night.

Conclusion
In  the  final  analysis,  Space  Chimps  2
Zartog Strikes Back is a film that does
exactly what it sets out to do: it provides
harmless,  entertaining fun for a young
audience.  Whi le  i t  may  not  be  a
cinematic masterpiece, it succeeds in its
mission  to  deliver  a  space  adventure
filled  with  laughs,  lessons,  and  colorful
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characters.  The  film's  exploration  of
teamwork,  humility,  and  scientific
curiosity gives it a worthwhile substance
that  parents  can  appreciate.  For
children,  the  antics  of  Ham  III,  Luna,
Titan,  and  the  villainous  Zartog  offer  a
delightful  escape  into  a  world  of
intergalactic  chimp  heroism.  Whether
you  are  a  nostalgic  adult  looking  to

relive a childhood memory or a parent
searching for a suitable movie for your
child, Space Chimps 2 Zartog Strikes
Back is a solid, if unassuming, entry into
the world of family animation. Its legacy
endures through the simple joy it brings
to  its  viewers,  proving  that  even  a
modest  sequel  can  leave  a  lasting
impression.


