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Throughout history,
across every continent
and culture, human
beings have sought to

influence fate. The
desire to attract
prosperity, ward off

misfortune, and invite
serendipity is a thread
that binds civilizations.
This pursuit has given
rise to a fascinating
array of good luck

symbols from
around the world,
each carrying its own
story, mythology, and
cultural  significance.
From the humble four-
leaf clover of the Celtic
fields to the beckoning
Maneki-neko cat of
Japan, these tokens
transcend mere
superstition; they are
tangible expressions of
hope, resilience, and
the human spirit. In
this comprehensive
exploration, we will
journey across the
globe to uncover the
origins, meanings, and
enduring appeal of
these powerful
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emblems.

Understanding these
symbols not only
enriches our
appreciation of diverse
cultures but also
reveals how deeply we
all share a common
desire for a fortunate
life. Whether you carry
a rabbit’s foot in your
pocket, hang a
horseshoe above your
door, or place a bowl of
lucky bamboo in your
home, you are
participating in an
ancient and global
tradition. Let’s delve
into the most iconic
good luck symbols
from around the
world and discover
what makes them so
enduringly popular.

The Four-
Leaf
Clover:
Irish Luck

Perhaps the most
widely recognized
Western luck symbol,
the four-leaf clover is a
rare mutation of the

common three-leaf
shamrock. In Celtic
tradition, each leaf
carried a  specific

meaning: faith, hope,
love, and luck. Finding
one was considered a
divine sign, a way to
see fairies and avoid
evil. The odds of
discovering a four-leaf

EUROPEAN clover are about 1 in
CHARMS: FROM 10,000, which adds to
CLOVERS TO its mystique. People
HORSESHOES often press them in

books or laminate

them to preserve their
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luck. Today, four-leaf
clover imagery appears
on jewelry, greeting
cards, and tattoos,
making it a
quintessential example
of good luck symbols
from around the
world that has crossed
cultural boundaries.

The
Horsesho
e:
Warding
Off Evil

In many European
cultures, particularly in
the British Isles and
Scandinavia, the
horseshoe is a
powerful talisman for
good fortune and
protection.

Traditionally made of
iron, a material

believed to repel evil
spirits, the horseshoe
is often hung above
doorways. The debate
continues regarding
which way to hang it:
with the ends pointing
up to “catch” luck, or
down to “pour” luck
onto those who enter.
Blacksmiths, who were
thought to have
magical powers due to
their mastery of fire
and metal, often
forged horseshoes with
special blessings. This
symbol is deeply
embedded in folklore
and remains a popular
decorative motif for
weddings and new
homes.

The
Rabbit’s



Foot: A

such as during a full
moon or by a cross-
eyed person. Modern

CO ntrwerconcerns have

sial
Charm

The rabbit’s foot is one
of the most enduring
good luck symbols
from around the
world, particularly in
North America and
Europe. The
superstition likely
originated from early
Celtic or African
traditions, where
rabbits were believed
to be in close contact
with the spirit world
because they are born
with their eyes open
and live underground.
The power of the
charm is said to be
strongest if the foot
comes from a rabbit
killed at a certain time,

led many to adopt
synthetic or symbolic
rabbit’s feet, but the
charm’s popularity
persists, often carried
on keychains or in
pockets.

ASIAN AUSPICIOUS
SIGNS: CATS,
ELEPHANTS, AND
BAMBOO

Maneki-
neko: The
Beckonin
g Cat of
Japan

Few good luck
symbols from
around the world are
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as instantly
recognizable as the
Maneki-neko, or
“beckoning cat.” This
ceramic figurine, with
one paw raised in a
gesture that invites
good fortune, is
ubiquitous in Japanese
businesses,
restaurants, and
homes. The raised left
paw is said to attract
customers, while the
right paw invites
money and general
luck. The color of the
cat also matters: white
for happiness, black for
protection, gold for
wealth, and calico for
overall good fortune.
Originating in the Edo
period, the Maneki-
neko is a beloved
symbol of prosperity
and is now popular
worldwide.

The
Lucky
Elephant:
Ganesha
and
White
Elephants

In Hindu culture, Lord
Ganesha, the elephant-
headed deity, is the
remover of obstacles
and the god of new
beginnings. His image
is one of the most
revered good luck

symbols from
around the world.
Additionally, white
elephants are

considered sacred in
Thailand and other
Southeast Asian



countries, bringing
peace and prosperity
to their owner. In
Western contexts,
elephants with their
trunks raised are
thought to symbolize
good luck, wisdom, and
strength. Many people
place small elephant
statues in their homes
or offices, often with
the trunk facing the
door to usher in
positive energy.

Lucky
Bamboo:
Feng
Shui’s
Gift of
Fortune

is not actually bamboo,
but a popular Feng
Shui plant that is
believed to attract
good luck, happiness,
and prosperity. The
number of stalks in an
arrangement holds
specific meanings:
three stalks for
happiness, five for
health, six for wealth,
seven for health, eight
for growth, and nine for
great luck. Often tied
with red ribbons, lucky
bamboo is a common
gift for housewarmings
and business openings.
It is a living example of
how good Iluck
symbols from
around the world can
also promote a
connection to nature
and positive energy
flow.

MIDDLE EASTERN

AND AFRICAN
Lucky bamboo PROTECTIVE
(Dracaena sanderiana)
6 Good Luck Symbols From Around 2023-11-28

The World



Good Luck Symbols From Around The
World 7

SYMBOLS

The
Hamsa
Hand:
The Hand
of Fatima

The Hamsa, also
known as the Hand of
Fatima in Islam and the
Hand of Miriam in
Judaism, is an ancient
amulet shaped like an
open right hand. It is
among the most potent
good luck symbols
from around the
world, believed to
protect against the
“evil eye” and bring
blessings, power, and
strength. The eye often
depicted in the palm is
thought to watch over
and shield the wearer.

The Hamsa is widely
used in jewelry, wall
hangings, and home
decor, transcending its
religious roots to
become a universal
emblem of protection
and good fortune.

The Evil
Eye
(Nazar): A
Global
Protector

While the evil eye
belief exists in many
cultures, the blue and
white glass Nazar
amulet from Turkey is
one of the most
visually distinct good
luck symbols from
around the world.
The amulet is meant to
deflect malevolent
glares that can cause



misfortune. It is
commonly hung in
homes, cars, and
places of business, and
worn as jewelry. The
belief is that the Nazar
absorbs negative
energy, and when it
cracks or breaks, it has
fulfilled its protective
purpose. This symbol
has spread far beyond
the Mediterranean,
becoming a
fashionable accessory
with deep cultural
roots.

The
Scarab
Beetle:
Ancient

Egyptian

Luck

In ancient Egypt, the
scarab beetle (dung
beetle) was a sacred
symbol of the sun god
Khepri, who rolled the
sun across the sky.
Scarab amulets were
placed on the hearts of
the deceased to ensure
safe passage to the
afterlife and to bring
good fortune in the
next life. Today, scarab
jewelry and carvings
are considered good
luck symbols from
around the world,
representing
transformation,
protection, and rebirth.
The scarab’s enduring

appeal lies in its
connection to one of
history’s most

fascinating
civilizations.

NATIVE AMERICAN
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AND INDIGENOUSght. Although

TOKENS

Dreamcat
chers:
Catching
Good
Dreams

Originating with the
Ojibwe people, the
dreamcatcher is a
handcrafted hoop
adorned with a woven
net and often feathers
and beads. It is
traditionally hung
above a sleeping
person’s bed to filter
dreams: good dreams
pass through the net
and slide down the
feathers to the sleeper,
while bad dreams are
caught in the web and
destroyed by the

commercialization has
spread dreamcatchers
worldwide, they remain
meaningful good luck
symbols from
around the world for
those who respect their
indigenous origins and
use them to promote
restful sleep and
positive energy.

The
Kokopelli:
Fertility
and
Abundanc
e

Kokopelli is a
humpbacked flute
player from the

mythology of the Hopi,
Zuni, and other Pueblo



peoples of the
American Southwest.
This ancient deity is
associated with
fertility, agriculture,
music, and storytelling.
Kokopelli is often
depicted as a cheerful,
dancing figure and is
considered a bringer of
good luck, prosperity,

and abundant
harvests. Today,
Kokopelli images

appear on pottery,
jewelry, and tattoos,
serving as a unique
example of how good
luck symbols from
around the world
celebrate life’s joys.

LATIN AMERICAN
AND CARIBBEAN
SUPERSTITIONS

The Ojo

10

de Dios:
God’s Eye

The Ojo de Dios (Eye of
God) is a spiritual
object made by the
Huichol people of
Mexico. Constructed by
weaving yarn around a
wooden cross, it is
used as a protective
and blessing symbol
for children. The
central eye is believed
to watch over the child
and bring good fortune.
While it has been
adopted by popular
culture as a decorative
craft, the Ojo de Dios

retains its sacred
meaning for many. It is
a beautiful

representation of how
good luck symbols
from around the
world often blend art,
faith, and community.

10

Good Luck Symbols From Around 2023-11-28

The World



Good Luck Symbols From Around The

World

11

The Caye
Caulker
“Go
Slow”
Sign and
Other
Local
Charms

In the Caribbean,
various local amulets
abound, such as the
“coconut monkey” or
the “gris gris” bag (a
voodoo charm). In
Belize, the famous “Go
Slow” sign on Caye
Caulker is not a luck
symbol per se, but the
island’s relaxed
philosophy is believed
to attract good fortune.
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More broadly, carrying
a small bag of herbs,
wearing a particular
color, or using a special
candle are common
practices. These local
traditions enrich the
global tapestry of
good luck symbols
from around the
world.

MODERN AND
GLOBAL GOOD
LUCK RITUALS

Lucky
Pennies
and
Wishbone
S

Finding a penny on the
ground is considered
lucky, especially if it is
heads up. This belief
likely stems from the




idea that metal, like
iron, repels evil.
Similarly, the wishbone
(furcula) from a turkey
or chicken is broken by
two people pulling on
it; the person who gets
the larger piece gets to
make a wish. These
everyday objects have
become casual but
widespread good luck
symbols from
around the world,
easily accessible to
anyone.

The
Number
Seven

and
Other

12

Numerolo
gical
Signs

The number seven is
considered lucky in
many cultures, from
the seven days of the
week to the seven
wonders of the world.
In Chinese culture, the
number eight is highly
auspicious because it
sounds like the word
for wealth. Meanwhile,
the number four is
avoided.
Understanding these
numeric preferences
shows how good luck
symbols from
around the world can
be abstract and
embedded in language
itself.

HOW TO USE
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GOOD LUCK dreamcatcher to
a friend for good
LIFE sleep, or a lucky
cat for their new
Incorporating these business.
symbols into your e Personal
environment or

personal style can be a
meaningful way to
invite positivity. Here
are a few suggestions:

 Home décor:
Place a Hamsa or
Nazar near your
front door for
protection. Hang
a horseshoe in
your kitchen.
e Jewelry: Wear a
scarab ring, a
Maneki-neko
charmon a
bracelet, or a
four-leaf clover
pendant.
Office: Display a
lucky bamboo
plant or a small
elephant statue
on your desk for
career success.
e Gifts: Give a
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rituals: Carry a
rabbit’s foot (or
an ethical
alternative)
during important
events like
exams or job
interviews.

The key is to choose
symbols that resonate
with you personally, as
belief and intention
often amplify the
perceived luck.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF HOPE

Good luck symbols
from around the
world are far more
than guaint
superstitions. They are
cultural artifacts that
reveal our shared



human need for
control, comfort, and
optimism in the face of
uncertainty. Whether
you are drawn to the
ancient mystique of
the scarab, the
cheerful invitation of
the Maneki-neko, or
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the humble charm of a
four-leaf clover, each
symbol carries a story
of hope. In a fast-
changing world, these
tokens ground us in
tradition and remind us
that luck, in many
ways,

14

Good Luck Symbols From Around 2023-11-28

The World



