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EXPLORING
ANIMAL FARM
THROUGH
CROSSWORD
PUZZLES: A
ENGAGING WAY TO
UNDERSTAND
ORWELL’S
ALLEGORY

If you have ever taught
or  studied  George
Orwell’s classic novella
Animal Farm, you know
t h a t  i t s  l a y e r s  o f
al legory,  pol i t ical
commentary ,  and
memorable  characters

can be both fascinating
and  challenging  to
unpack.  One  of  the
most  creat ive  and
effective  tools  for
r e i n f o r c i n g  t h i s
material is the Animal
Farm George Orwell
crossword  puzzle.
These puzzles do more
than  test  memory;
they  invite  readers  to
engage deeply with the
text,  from  the  names
of  the pigs  who seize
p o w e r  t o  t h e
commandments  that
get rewritten. Whether
you  are  a  teacher
looking for a classroom
activity,  a  student
preparing for an exam,
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or  s imp ly  a  fan  o f
O r w e l l ’ s  w o r k ,  a
c rossword  puzz le
centered on this  book
offers  a  rewarding way
t o  r e v i s i t  i t s  k e y
concepts.  This  article
will  explore  how such
puzzles  work,  what
m a k e s  t h e m
educationally valuable,
a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n
create  or  find  the
perfect puzzle for your
needs.

THE LITERARY
SIGNIFICANCE OF
ANIMAL FARM

Before  diving  into  the
crossword  puzz le
aspect,  i t  is  worth
recalling  why  Animal
F a r m  r e m a i n s  a
cornerstone of modern
literature. Published in
1945, the novella is a
satirical allegory of the
Russian Revolution and
the  rise  of  Stalinism.
Orwell uses a farm full
of animals to illustrate

how  revolut ionary
ideals can be corrupted
by  power.  The  story
follows  the  pigs—led
b y  N a p o l e o n  a n d
Snowbal l—as  they
overthrow  the  human
f a r m e r ,  o n l y  t o
gradually  become just
as oppressive as their
former  master.  The
n o v e l ’ s  f a m o u s
commandments,  such
as  “All  animals  are
e q u a l ,  b u t  s o m e
an ima ls  a re  more
equal  than  others,”
have  en te red  the
cultural  lexicon.  When
students  or  readers
encounter  an  Animal
Farm George Orwell
crossword  puzzle,
t h e y  a r e  n o t  j u s t
recalling  plot  points;
they are engaging with
this  rich  tapestry  of
symbolism,  character
arcs,  and  pol i t ical
themes.  The  puzzle
format forces them to
connect  names  like
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Boxer,  Squealer,  and
Benjamin to their roles
and  fates,  reinforcing
comprehension  in  a
way  tha t  pass i ve
reading alone may not
achieve.

WHAT IS AN
ANIMAL FARM
GEORGE ORWELL
CROSSWORD
PUZZLE?

A n  An ima l  Fa rm
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
crossword puzzle is a
themed crossword grid
where  all  clues  and
answers  are  drawn
d i rec t l y  f rom  the
novella.  These puzzles
typically include:

Character
names such as
Napoleon,
Snowball,
Squealer, Boxer,
Clover, Moses,
and Mr. Jones.
Key events like
the Battle of the

Cowshed, the
building of the
windmill, and the
rebellion itself.
Symbols and
objects such as
the flag, the
commandments,
the whip, and the
gun.
Themes and
concepts like
propaganda,
equality, tyranny,
and corruption.
Quotations
from the text,
including well-
known lines and
the revised
commandments.

These puzzles can vary
in  difficulty.  Some  are
designed  for  younger
s tudents  and  use
s imp le  c lues  that
directly ask “Which pig
r e p r e s e n t s  L e o n
Trotsky?”  while  others
challenge  advanced
readers with clues that
require  inferential
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th ink ing ,  such  as
“ A n i m a l  w h o
s y m b o l i z e s  t h e
exploited working class
(6  letters).”  The  best
p u z z l e s  s t r i k e  a
balance between recall
and  critical  thinking,
making  the  activity
suitable  for  a  wide
range  of  learners.

KEY THEMES AND
CHARACTERS IN
THE CROSSWORD

A  w e l l - d e s i g n e d
crossword  puzzle  on
this topic will naturally
emphasize the novel’s
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
elements.  Here  are
some of the categories
you can expect to see
in  an  Animal  Farm
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
crossword puzzle:

The Pigs

and Their
Allegorica
l Roles
The pigs are the most
prominent  characters,
a n d  t h e y  a p p e a r
frequently in crossword
clues.  Napoleon  (the
Stalin  figure),  Snowball
(the  Trotsky  figure),
and  Squealer  ( the
propaganda  minister)
are  almost  a lways
included.  Clues  might
ask  for  the  character
who “blames Snowball
for  everything”  or  the
pig  who  “writes  the
poems  and  songs.”
These  clues  reinforce
t h e  a l l e g o r i c a l
connections  between
t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d
historical figures, which
is  a  central  goal  of
teaching the novella.
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The
Horses
and the
Working
Class
Boxer,  the  loyal  and
powerful  cart-horse,  is
a  fan  favorite  and  a
s t a p l e  o f  a n y
crossword. His motto “I
will  work  harder”  is
often  used  in  clues.
Clover,  the  gent le
mare,  and  Benjamin,
the  cynical  donkey,
also  appear  regularly.
These  characters
represent  the  working
c l a s s  a n d  t h e
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,
respect ive ly ,  and
crossword clues  about
them  help  readers
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r
symbolic  weight.

The
Humans
and the
Outside
World
Mr.  Jones,  the original
f a r m e r ,  a n d  M r .
Freder ick  and  Mr .
P i l k i n g t o n ,  t h e
neighboring  farmers,
a r e  a l s o  c o m m o n
entries.  Clues  might
reference  the  “human
who  is  chased  off  the
farm”  or  the  “farmer
who  sells  timber  to
Napoleon.”  These
characters  represent
the  capitalist  powers
and  the  old  regime,
making them essential
t o  a n y  t h o r o u g h
explorat ion  of  the
novel.
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Key
Objects
and
Symbols
The  windmill,  the  flag
(wi th  i ts  horn  and
h o o f ) ,  t h e
commandments,  the
gun, and the whip are
all symbolic items that
appear  in  crossword
puzzles.  A  clue  like
“ S t r u c t u r e  t h a t
Napo leon  uses  to
manipulate the animals
(8  letters)”  or  “Item
that Mr. Jones loses in
t h e  R e b e l l i o n  ( 4
letters)”  encourages
readers to think about
how objects function in
the  story’s  political
allegory.

EDUCATIONAL

BENEFITS OF
USING
CROSSWORDS FOR
ANIMAL FARM

Why should educators,
students,  and  book
club members consider
using an Animal Farm
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
crossword  puzzle?
The benefits go beyond
simple  memorization.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
advantages:

Active
Recall
and
Reinforce
ment
Crosswords  require
a c t i v e
r e c a l l — r e t r i e v i n g
in fo rmat ion  f rom
memory  rather  than
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just  recognizing  it.
When a student sees a
c lue  l ike  “P ig  who
represents  Stalin  (7
letters),”  they  must
actively  search  their
memory for  the name
“Napo leon . ”  Th i s
process  strengthens
neural  pathways  and
improves  long-term
r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e
material.

Contextu
al
Learning
Because  crossword
clues are often phrased
as  definitions  or
descriptions, they force
solvers  to  think  about
context. For instance, a
clue that says “Animal
who refuses to learn to
read (8 letters)” points
to  Boxer,  but  it  also
reminds the solver that

Boxer’s illiteracy is part
of his exploitation. The
puzzle thus becomes a
t o o l  f o r  d e e p e r
understanding, not just
name recall.

Vocabular
y and
Language
Develop
ment
Crosswords  introduce
a n d  r e i n f o r c e
vocabulary. Words like
“ t y r a n n y , ”
“ p r o p a g a n d a , ”
“ a l l e g o r y , ”  a n d
“cor rupt ion”  may
appear  in  clues  or  as
answers.  For  English
language  learners  or
younger  readers,  this
exposure  is  valuable.
The  Animal  Farm
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
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crossword puzzle can
b e  a  g a t e w a y  t o
broader  discussions
a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l
language and rhetoric.

Engagem
ent and
Motivatio
n
L e t ’ s  b e  h o n e s t :
q u i z z e s  c a n  f e e l
tedious,  but  puzzles
feel  l ike  games.  A
crossword  adds  an
element of  fun to  the
study  of  literature.
Students  who  might
resist  a  traditional
w o r k s h e e t  o f t e n
embrace  a  crossword
c h a l l e n g e .  T h e
satisfaction  of  filling  in
the  final  square
provides  a  sense  of
accomplishment  that
mot ivates  further

learning.

Collabora
tive
Learning
Crosswords  can  be
solved in pairs or small
groups,  encouraging
d i s c u s s i o n  a n d
co l laborat ion .  As
students  debate  clues
and  share  knowledge,
they  engage  in  peer
teaching.  This  social
dimension  enhances
understanding  and
makes  the  learning
expe r i ence  more
memorable.

HOW TO CREATE
YOUR OWN
ANIMAL FARM
CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

Creating  a  custom
Animal Farm George
Orwell  crossword
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puzzle  is  easier  than
you might  think.  Here
is a step-by-step guide
f o r  t e a c h e r s ,
homeschoolers,  or
puzzle enthusiasts who
want  to  design  their
own:

List your key1.
terms. Start by
listing at least
20–30 words
from the novella
that are
important for
your learning
goals. Include
characters,
places, objects,
themes, and
quotations.
Write clear2.
clues. For each
term, write a
clue that is
accurate but not
too obscure. Mix
easy clues (e.g.,
“The horse who
can read and
write?”) with
harder ones

(e.g., “Ally who
abandons the
farm after the
rebellion”).
Choose a grid3.
size. Decide on a
grid size based
on the number of
words. A 15x15
grid is standard
for a medium
puzzle, but you
can use a smaller
grid for younger
students.
Use a4.
crossword
generator.
Several free
online tools (like
CrosswordLabs,
Puzzlemaker, or
EclipseCrossword
) allow you to
input your words
and clues, and
they will
generate a
printable grid
and solution.
These tools save
time and ensure
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that your puzzle
is properly
formatted.
Test the5.
puzzle. Before
distributing it,
solve the puzzle
yourself or have
a colleague test
it. Check for any
clues that are
ambiguous or
any terms that
might be too
obscure for your
target audience.
Consider6.
differentiation.
If you have
students at
different levels,
you can create
two versions of
the same
puzzle—one with
a word bank and
one without. This
ensures that all
learners can
participate
successfully.

SAMPLE CLUES
AND ANSWERS
FOR AN ANIMAL
FARM PUZZLE

To give you a concrete
i d e a  o f  w h a t  a n
Animal Farm George
Orwell  crossword
puzzle might look like,
here are some sample
clues  organized  by
c a t e g o r y .  T h e s e
examples demonstrate
how  clues  can  range
from straightforward to
more interpretive:

Character
Clues

Clue: The pig
who becomes
the leader after
Snowball is
expelled.
Answer:
Napoleon
Clue: The
skeptical donkey



Animal Farm George Orwell Crossword
Puzzle 11

11

who can read but
does not share
his knowledge.
Answer:
Benjamin
Clue: The horse
whose motto is “I
will work
harder.”
Answer: Boxer
Clue: The pig
who is the
eloquent
propagandist for
Napoleon.
Answer:
Squealer
Clue: The raven
who talks about
Sugarcandy
Mountain.
Answer: Moses

Event
and
Symbol

Clues
Clue: The battle
where the
animals defend
the farm from
Mr. Jones and his
men. Answer:
Cowshed
Clue: The
structure that
Napoleon uses to
justify increased
work and
reduced rations.
Answer:
Windmill
Clue: The song
that becomes the
anthem of the
rebellion.
Answer: Beasts
Clue: The flag of
Animal Farm
features a horn
and this animal
part. Answer:
Hoof
Clue: The final
commandment
that replaces all
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the others.
Answer: More
equal

Theme
and
Concept
Clues

Clue: The
system of
government that
the pigs
gradually adopt.
Answer:
Tyranny
Clue: The term
for a story in
which characters
and events
symbolize
deeper political
meanings.
Answer:
Allegory
Clue: The
historical event

that the novel
allegorizes.
Answer:
Revolution
Clue: The
method used by
Squealer to
manipulate the
animals’ beliefs.
Answer:
Propaganda

WHERE TO FIND
ANIMAL FARM
CROSSWORD
PUZZLES

If  you prefer to use a
pre-made puzzle rather
than  creating  your
own,  there  are  many
resources  available.  A
q u i c k  s e a r c h  f o r
“ A n i m a l  F a r m
G e o r g e  O r w e l l
crossword  puzzle”
will  yield  results  from
educational  websites,
teacher  resource
p l a t f o r m s ,  a n d
literature study guides.
Here are some reliable
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sources:

Teachers Pay
Teachers: This
marketplace has

dozens of
crossword
puzzles for
Animal Farm


